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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 PERU: New cases of pneumonia and bubonic plague reported.  
 CUBA: Accumulated reservoir water resources are below 50 percent.  
 LAC: Atlantic French territories are on alert due the increase in cases of dengue. 
 COLOMBIA:  Some 200,000 new affected by the rainy season. 
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DROUGHT 
CUBA: The year long drought in Cuba, maintains the 

country at risk. Accumulated resources of water are 

below 50 percent in its reservoirs. Rainfall in July has  

not compensated the deficit of accumulated reserves 

of water and drought continues to affect many 

economic and social sectors. Currently the provinces 

of Sancti Spíritus and city of Havana, with more than 

two million of the total 11.2 million inhabitants in the 

country, presented the most critical situation with 

reserves that do not equate to 25 per cent of total 

capacity. Drought began in November 2008 and 

intensified over the course of 2009.  

Source: Granma. 

 

COLD FRONT 
PERU: National health authorities have reported 19 

new deaths related to pneumonia. Of these, 6 were 

children under the age of 5 years; 10 older than 60 

years. Most of the cases have occurred in Arequipa, 

Puno and Lima (1). According to the National Institute 

of Civil Defence, the largest number of people affected 

with respiratory infections are in the Ayacucho region 

with approximately 57, 600 cases reported (2). 

Sources: (1) Ministry of Health. (2) National Civil 

Defence Institute. 

 

CUBA: at the end of July, Zaza Dam, the biggest water reservoir in the country, 

was on 14 percent of its full capacity. Imagine:  ESCAMABRY© 
 

BOLIVIA: Government of Santa Cruz declared an 

orange alert having verified the death of millions of 

fish in 300 km of the courses of the Grande, Piraí and 

Ichilo rivers. A polar cold front affected the Southern 

Cone countries last July, causing a severe drop in 

temperatures in southern and eastern Bolivia, at 

times below zero, when the usual temperatures range 

around 20 degrees.  

Source: EFE. 

 

EPIDEMIC 
Atlantic French territories: The Governments of 

Guadeloupe, Martinique and St. Martin declared an 
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outbreak of dengue fever. These French territories 

reported an increase in cases, mainly in children. 

Guadalupe has 19,800 confirmed cases and two 

deaths, while Martinique posted 12,600 cases and 

eight deaths; San Martin registers 800 people infected 

since last December, when the outbreak of dengue 

fever broke out. 

Source: Prensa Latina 

 

PERU BUBONIC PLAGUE: Some 17 cases of bubonic 

plague have been reported in 2010, of which 15 

belong to La Libertad Department, where no cases 

were reported since 1997 and 2 in the Cajamarca 

region. The regional health authorities of La Libertad 

started the disinfection of more than 10,000 

households in the province of Ascope where there 

have been 13 cases. In this province, 85 percent of 

wild and urban rats, Guinea Pigs and domestic rabbits 

are infected with the organism causing the disease.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

RAINS – FLOODING 
COLOMBIA: Rains continue in Colombia and there is 

an increase in people affected, with 200,000 reported 

last week. The most serious damages occurred in 

Plato, 800 km north of Bogotá, where the waters of 

the Magdalena River broke a retaining wall and 

affected urban and rural areas. Some 50 houses were 

totally destroyed; 4,000 houses in the Department of 

Magdalena were flooded as well as various facilities, 

such as churches, schools and clinics. The population 

was without drinking water and problems in the 

electrical connections were reported. In the 

municipality, there are approximately 40,000 people 

affected, 10,000 were reallocated. 

Source:  Associated Press. 

 

HONDURAS: A local emergency declaration was 

issued for the municipality of Potrerillos where 577 

families were evacuated and installed 4 emergency 

shelter facilities. In the municipality of Santa Cruz de 

Yojoa Zacatales, 64 families were evacuated and 

sheltered in homes of relatives and friends.  

Source:COPECO. 

 

EARTHQUAKE 
CHILE: Oxfam interventions on water and sanitation 

were officially completed last week in Maule and 

BioBio. Some 5 community units were installed in 

Talcahuano and 2 in Lota. Other 2 units are being 

installed in Lota and 1 unit in Coronal. Thirteen 

additional water tanks and ten water tanks with 

capacity of 1,300 litres each have been donated to the 

municipality of Tome to be installed in the camps of 

Cocholgue and Coliumo. 

Source: OXFAM 

 

HAITI: Security situation in Port of Prince is difficult 

to predict, as a number of small-scale demonstrations 

have ended in street fights and police intervention. 

The situation is expected to worsen until elections.  

Source: OXFAM 


