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UGANDA 
EMERGENCY UPDATE ON THE SOUTH SUDAN 
REFUGEE SITUATION 
INTER-AGENCY UPDATE #48 | 12TH – 13TH OCTOBER 2016 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 5,104 people fled to Uganda from South Sudan on the 12th and 13th October. 

In October, an average of 2,326 new arrivals have fled to Uganda every day.  
The majority of refugees are arriving using the Oraba and Busia border points, 
with smaller numbers arriving through Kerwa and Keyi (Yumbe district), 
Palorinya (Moyo), Elegu (Adjumani) and Lamwo. Around 130 refugees arrived 
via the Democratic Republic of Congo, crossing in to Uganda at Salyam Sala and 
Birijaku.  

 Bidibidi settlement, which was opened around two months ago, is now home 
to 142,278 South Sudanese refugees following the relocation of 4,109 new 
arrivals from different border points. 

 On 13 October, 1,374 refugees were relocated from Nyumanzi Transit Centre 
in Adjumani to the newly opened Agojo settlement. Efforts are ongoing to 
identify water sources in the new settlement, with at least two potential new 
sites already having been identified. Further relocations are set to take place in 
the coming days for the remaining 2,173 refugees still resident in Nyumanzi 
Transit Centre.  

 A water, sanitation and hygiene sector meeting was held to review the 
response strategy and the way forward. One of the main issues discussed was 
the provision of water in Bidibidi settlement. Currently, water is being delivered 
by truck, which allows the response to provide immediate, short-term provision 
of water but is expensive and unsustainable. The average water supply is 
currently 8.82 litres per person per day, compared to the UNHCR Emergency 
Standard of 15 litres per person per day. It was agreed to make use of the 
Obongi water treatment plant to strengthen the water supply, while 
exploration is underway to identify additional water sources. The meeting also 
discussed moving from communal latrines to household latrines and the 
installation of hand pumps on selected boreholes to ease water usage.  

 Two cholera cases and an increase in dysentery cases were reported in Bidibidi 
settlement.  Contact tracing is underway for those found to be suffering from 
cholera, and so far no other cases have been identified. Those suffering had 
their homes decontaminated by hygiene teams, and have been referred to the 
health centre for quarantined treatment. Mapping and investigation of the 
cases suffering from dysentery is also underway. Currently the outbreak is 
limited to Bidibidi Zones 1 and 2.  

KEY FIGURES 

Daily arrival figures from July 
2016 are based on manual 
emergency registration or 
head-counts/wrist-banding. 
Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals 
undergo biometric registration. 
Figures prior to July are from 
the Government’s Refugee 
Information Management 
System (RIMS). 
 

2,345 
Number of new arrivals on 

Thursday 13th October 

 

2,759 
Number of new arrivals on 

Wednesday 12th October 

218,566 
Number of new arrivals after 1st 
July 2016 (as per field reports) 
 

252,953 
Number of new arrivals in 2016 

447,742 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees in Uganda 

 

PRIORITIES 

 Improve provision of clean 
water in Bidibidi, Rhino Camp 
and Ocea 

 Continue with efforts to 
minimize the spread of 
contagious diseases in Bidibidi 
settlement and  settlements in 
Adjumani district 

 Improve access roads in 
Bidibidi settlement  

 Strengthen community 
structures amongst refugees, 
and enhance social cohesion 
with Ugandan host 
communities.  
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UPDATE ON SITUATION 

 Most new arrivals coming through border points in Arua report having travelled long distances in order to reach 
safety. Many report having to take diverted routes in order to avoid the presence of armed groups on major roads. 
Refugees arriving in Elegu have reported that the Yei to Oraba road remains unsafe. Others are reportedly spending 
significant sums on transport during their flight to safety, though this option is reportedly becoming prohibitively 
expensive for others who remain in the country.  

 A delegation of donors to the humanitarian response visited Rhino Camp and Ocea Reception Centre in Arua. As part 
of their mission, they also spoke with refugees in Ocea settlement. Members of the delegation expressed praise to 
Ugandan host communities for continuing to welcome new arrivals from South Sudan.  

 Persons with specific needs: As of 6 October a total of 8,408 PSNs have been identified in Bidibidi Settlement 
representing 6.5% of the total population. The majority of PSNs are Women at Risk (pregnant/lactating and female-
headed households) followed by older persons at risk and persons with disabilities. UNHCR and protection partners 
provide assistance including aid with the construction of PSN family shelters. To date 1,563 PSN shelters have been 
completed. 

 Sexual and gender-based violence: 33 solar lights have been installed in key locations in Bidibidi Zone 1 to mitigate 
the risk of SGBV incidents after dark. Identification of locations in Zone 1 and Zone 2 for the installation of another 
62 solar lights provided through the Safe from the Start initiative is ongoing in consultation with the refugee 
community. 

 Sexual and gender-based violence: Community volunteers and social workers in Bidibidi conducted 15 outreach 
campaigns on sexual and gender-based violence, reaching more than 1,150 adults and close to 200 children. The 
campaign covered issues including forms, causes and effects of sexual and gender-based violence and available 
referral mechanisms. 

 Child protection: In Bidibidi, the identification of a pool of foster families continues in each block to ensure 
adequate fostering for identified unaccompanied minors. 

 Education: In Bidibidi, the construction of 10 primary schools is underway with three already operational. Each 
school has 9 classrooms for Primary Levels 1-7 and with a capacity of up to 700 children. To date, 4,359 children 
have registered in 5 schools. Recruitment and deployment of Head Teachers, classroom teachers and teaching 
assistances is completed, in coordination with Yumbe Education District Committee. An assessment of educational 
needs in Zone 3 has been completed to ensure implementation of educational interventions soonest. A further 
assessment of secondary school needs and opportunities is underway. 

 Food and nutrition: A food distribution took place in Bidibidi Zone 1 for refugees who arrived on 22-23 September. 
The ration consists of maize flour, beans, vegetable oil, CSB+ and salt, providing up to 1,995 kcal/per day, slightly 
below the emergency standard of 2,100 kcal/per day. Some refugees in Zone 3 have complained about delays in 
distributing food, and that the ration is insufficient. Efforts are underway to expedite the distribution of food to 
refugees in Zone 3.  

 Community services: An Inter-Agency Youth Working Group has been established to coordinate youth activities in 
Bidibidi settlement. The working group will also establish links with members of the Refugee Welfare Councils who 
are in charge of youth and sports, and further links with the youth population in refugee community. 

 Community services: A Women’s Group has been formed in Zone 2 Village 4 made up of representatives from 
within the community. Elections were organised to choose a President, Secretary General, Treasurer and Organiser, 
who will automatically become members of the Refugee Welfare Council. This strategy has been adopted to 
increase female participation in community governance structures, as well as decision making at the council level. 

 Community services: A football tournament was held amongst refugee youth and members of the host community 
in eleven settlements in Adjumani district to help foster social cohesion and identify refugees with a talent for the 
sport.  
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Elections take place amongst refugees in Bidibidi Zone 2 for representatives on the Refugee Welfare Council. ©UNHCR/J. Kosaka 

 

 Community services: Engagement with refugee communities in Adjumani (using the Age Gender Diversity 
Mainstreaming Participatory Assessment model) identified a number of issues, including missing names on food 
distribution lists. Refugees also cited lack of access to secondary education, limited scholarship opportunities, the 
need for infrastructure development and the deterioration of existing bridges as key concerns.  

 

OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 The operation continues to focus on providing new arrivals with immediate life-saving assistance at temporary 
reception facilities before transporting them to settlement areas. Most new arrivals are being transported to Bidibidi.  

 The provision of clean water to refugees in Bidibidi remains an operation priority, particularly as the continued influx 
means the refugee population is growing larger by the day.  

 Additional access roads are needed in Bidibidi settlement to ensure services can be adequately provided to new 
arrivals.  

 Efforts are underway in Bidibidi settlement and Adjumani district to minimize the threat of the spread of infectious 
diseases.  

 Outreach campaigns in Bidibidi are continuing to engage refugees and host communities towards fostering peaceful 
co-existence. 

 In Bidibidi, there is a need to strengthen referral pathways for the identification of especially vulnerable refugees 
(PSNs).  

 Further training is required for outreach volunteers working on sexual and gender-based violence.  

 Two secondary schools are set to be constructed in Bidibidi Zone 1 and 2 to meet existing needs. Additional needs 
include accelerated learning programmes, school bridging programmes, integrated vocational skills programmes, 
and identification of pathways to diploma and degree courses. 

 In Pagirinya settlement, efforts are underway to address the need to set up community leadership structures among 
new arrivals to strengthen community protection mechanisms for persons of concern in all sectors.  

 In Adjumani district, efforts are underway to restock measles and polio vaccines.  
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Contacts: 

Government of Uganda (OPM) Coordination Contacts: 

David Apollo Kazungu, Commissioner for Refugees, dakazungu@gmail.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 776 411 448 

Douglas Asiimwe, Principal Refugees Protection Officer, asiimwedw@yahoo.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 969 054 

John Alinaitwe, Senior Settlement Officer, comdt2k@yahoo.co.uk, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 425 718 

Titus Jogo, Refugee Desk Officer, Adjumani, Tel: +256 (0) 392 725 718 

Solomon Osakana, Refugee Desk Officer Arua, Tel: +256 (0)772 854 919 

Robert Baryamwesiga, Settlement Commandant Bidibidi, Yumbe, Tel: +256 (0)774 983 650 

Armitage Basikania, Settlement Commandant, Rhino Camp, Arua, Tel: +256 (0)774 173 966 

 

UNHCR Coordination Contacts: 

Nasir Fernandes, Senior Emergency Coordinator, fernandn@unhcr.org, Tel.: +26 (0) 776 730 013 

Jens Hesemann, Senior Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0) 772 701 011 

 

Media and Reporting Contact: 

Charlie Yaxley, Associate External Relations Officer, yaxley@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)776 720 045 

 

Data and Information Management Contact: 

Abdelrahman Jaber, Associate Information Management Officer, jaber@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)772 701 057 

 

Links: 

South Sudan Regional portal  - The number of South Sudanese refugees reaches 1 million mark 

mailto:yaxley@unhcr.org
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/9/57dbb5124/number-south-sudanese-refugees-reaches-1-million-mark.html
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Print Date 

159761

137394.46 0.86

4792.83 0.03

Maps

Key Statistics for (Post 1st  July 2016) 

Total 
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New arrivals trend since 1st July 2016

68 %    

of the population are 
Children <18 

89 %   

of the population are 
Women and Children

2 %   

of the population are
Elderly

FemaleMale

229,176

Refugees and 

asylum-seekers 

447,742 *

Refugees and Asylum- Seekers

54%46%

* Arrivals per entry point / collection point , the remaining figures arrived from other 
locations.

Post 1st July 2016

Registered in RIMS 
(bio-metric) 

Estimated South Sudanese in Country As end of June 2016 

Refugees 
(new arrivals)

218,566       
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Daily
Average

2,082 Indiv. 

Estimated Arrivals * Daily arrival figures since 1st July 2016 are based on manual emergency 
registration or head-counts/wrist-banding. Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals undergo biometric registration (RIMS), 
managed by Uganda government (OPM).

The  age-gender breakdown based on the RIMS registration in 2016 

The  age-gender break down based on the registration in RIMS in 2016 

 


