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Agricultures forgotten-
role  in the economy 

Many witnessed the inauguration of 
the 44th President of the United 
States. It was closely watched for its 

symbolic significance as America after many 
years of struggle finally swore in their first 
African American President. We too in our 
country face challenges with a New Year.

We have been rocked by violence 
and violent images. Our economy faces 
many perils. The income and livelihood, par-
ticularly in tea, rubber, tourism and those of 
migrant wages face stagnation and losses.  
We have wounds to heal in the North and 
east of our country. We have to think beyond 
war and destruction to peace and develop-
ment. The vital institutions of the state need 
to pay heed to numerous challenges and 
expectations.
 We have chosen a brief passage from the  
speech of President Barack Obama at his 
recent inauguration. These words are ap-
plicabale to even our own nation.

‘We remain a young nation, but in the 
words of Scripture, the time has come to set 
aside childish things. The time has come to 
reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our 
better history; to carry forward that precious 
gift, that noble idea, passed on from genera-
tion to generation: the God-given promise 
that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve 
a chance to pursue their full measure of hap-
piness.’

Riding through 
the storms

Displaced still 
in camps

Story of some 
Children in the North
 Central Province

‘Nisha’ tears up Jaffna

Samodagama in a 
dire state

Creating a fraternity
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Story of some Children

in the North Central Province
Sarath Manula Wickrama
-Anuradhapura.

While on her way from Katu-
nayaka to Medawchchiya af-
ter working several years in 

a Middle Eastern country, she dreamt 
about being able to see the loving face 
of her daughter. 
Her eyes suddenly caught a cracked 
tank bed which was among those mul-
tiple landscapes she passed while on 
her journey in the bus.
 “It is virtually akin to the bottom of my 
heart,” she thought. This woman did 
not have an opportunity to have a con-
versations over the phone, either with 
her daughter or husband for a long 
time now.
 “No matter, within a few hours I will 
cradle her to my bosom and I can see 
how my daughter’s face lights up when 
she sees all the presents I bought for 
her,” she thought. 
Her eyes were struck by the unex-
pected sight of her humble dwelling 
at the very moment she reached. Sev-
eral attempts were made by calling her 
daughter as well as her husband  to 
open the door, but failing which she 
realized there was no one inside. It was 
completely deserted.

“Don’t worry, they are both in a safe 
place” said a neighbour.
“Who ?...father and daughter ?” she 
asked.
“No, the damsel and her baby. That 
dirty brute is in prison.”  This innocent 
mother became confused and was 
unable to understand what ha hap-
pened.

Her 15 years old daughter now lives in 

an orphanage with her grand daughter. 
The man who was said to have been 
imprisoned is the father of both. 
After her expectations fell apart she 
was compelled to accept both her 
daughter and grand child from the 
relevant probation officers under the 

courts permission and shifted her resi-
dence to a further remote area in order 
to evade disgrace. 
The Department of Probation and 
Child Care of the North Central Prov-
ince have in its records a plethora of 
such incidents. 



0404

After her ex-
pectations fell 
apart she was 
compelled to 
accept both 
her daugh-
ter and grand 
child from the 
relevant proba-
tion officers un-
der the courts 
permission
and shifted her 
residence to a 
further remote 
area in order to 
evade disgrace. 

B. D. N. Muthugala, the Commissioner 
of Probation (CP) states that his de-
partment is engaged in taking action 
against such cases through various 
steps to minimize them. The following 
is the interview he had with Ground-
View.

“These incidents are due to the legally 
permissible age of marriage, which has 
aggravated most of these incidents. 
Sexual relationships are not permitted 
with a girl under 16 years of age even 
with her consent. If so perpetrated it is 
treated as an offense of rape. But girls 
between 16 and 18 years are able to 
have sexual relationships with their 
consent although the marriages are 
allowed to be legally registered only 
after 18 years of age. There are no legal 
barriers to prevent them from living to-
gether with a male partner.
Most of our villagers are ignorant of 
this complexity. We have come across 
many who say, “We got married at 14 
and have about seven or eight chil-
dren, but no problems.”

Some of them have even been forced 

to get coupled. But if the girl is under 
16, the male partner may be punish-
able for an offense of rape. Although 
the registrations are not allowed, no 
legal action can be taken against liv-
ing together provided the female part-
ner is between 16 and 18 years of age. 
However, mothers with children who 
come under this category and face 
desertions do not have any solutions. 
Without resorting to a DNA examina-
tion in a case filed in the District Courts, 
paternity cannot be proved.
Unless the consent of a relevant party 
is obtainable such examinations too 
would be impossible.
There is another case in our orphanage 
of a 17 year old girl who came from a 
remote village. She was deserted by 
the father of her infant.
I am of the view that there should be 
a chronological change in the age per-
missible for registration of marriages. 
Non existence of clarity in the law may 
pave the way for further adverse situa-
tions. A considerable amount of prob-
lems such as cases of suicide, abortion, 
depression, deterioration of education, 
and difficulties in obtaining birth cer-
tificates are common. More than 35 
percent of the maintenance cases that 
we handle are relevant to those who 
are under 18.

GV: Which law do you think suggest 
should be amended?

CP: Under the Children’s Ordinance, 
those accused under 18 years are al-

lowed to be transported together with 
adult prisoners. But nowadays all are 
indiscriminately being transported in 
prison vehicles.
In the Polonnaruwa district there was 
a child victim. The father was the ac-
cused. Ultimately the father was impris-
oned and the child was handed over to 
an orphanage. The child is presently 
attending school with an expectation 
to sit for the coming O’ level examina-
tion, while living in the orphanage. On 
a subsequent occasion the father was 
released on bail. Now the child is com-
pelled to travel in the prison vehicle 
with other prisoners as before, when-
ever she is due to be present before the 
courts. But the accused   has his free-
dom to travel in ordinary buses.
In another case three children became 
companions of a woman who had 
close connections to drug traffickers. 
This woman attempted to convince 
these children to escape from their or-
phanage but was prevented since the 
matron called 119.

GV: Isn’t there an alternative to the 
prison vehicle for transportation of 
these children?
CP: That is the problem. We are now in 
the process of looking for an alterna-
tive.

GV: Is it appropriate to hear the cases 
relating to minors in open courts in 
your view?
CP:  I think it is not appropriate with 
regard to some cases. Under these cir-
cumstance the Magistrate reserves one 
full day or half a day as appropriate, for 
such cases from this year onwards.

GV: Is there any difficulty to expedite 
and finish such cases soon?

CP: That is what we are trying to do. 
Children from the north and east 
are also in our orphanage. Some are 
charged with offences varying from 
minor things such as stealing a  bundle 
of ‘beedi’ to terrorist activities.

GV: What is the responsibility of the 
police with regard to this?

CP: There are some activities of the 
police too, which need correction. In 

Commissioner of Probation 
and Child Care

North Central Province  
K.B.D.N. Muthugala
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“These incidents are 
due to the legally 
permissible age of 

marriage, which has 
aggravated most of 

these incidents. Sexual 
relationships are not 
permitted with a girl 
under 16 years of age 

even with her consent. 
If so perpetrated it is 

treated as an offense of 
rape. But girls between 
16 and 18 years are able 
to have sexual relation-
ships with their consent 
although the marriages 
are allowed to be legal-
ly registered only after 
18 years of age. There 
are no legal barriers 

to prevent them from 
living together with a 

male partner.
Most of our villagers are 

ignorant of this com-
plexity. We have come 
across many who say, 
“We got married at 14 
and have about seven 
or eight children, but 

no problems.”

terms of the ordinance, the probation 
officer should be notified as soon as 
any child is taken into custody.    
     Police are always concerned about 
the law whereas the probation officers 
look at social aspects. There were some 
instances where innocent victims were 
compelled to mingle with corrupt in-
dividuals while in remand. We are at 
present looking for ways  to solve this 
problem. We have also had similar 
bitter experiences in the recent past. 
Once we had to accept some Buddhist 
novices who came to the police seek-
ing help, as a result of  an inadvertent 
action taken by the police by produc-
ing them to courts with a ‘B’ report. We 
faced immense difficulties since we 
did not have appropriate facilities to 
accommodate them. The mistake was 
made by the Police since it is with an 
‘A’ report that those who have been 
subjected to any injustice should be 
produced in courts. We have discussed 
with senior Police officials in order to 
find ways to avoid such unfortunate 
circumstances. I am of the view that 
there should be a special court for the 
cases relating to minors.

GV: What is your opinion with regard 
to the statistics of child abuse in the 
North Central Province?

CP: Generally, about 275 such cases are 
being reported in Anuradhapura alone 
annually.  
      In Polonnaruwa it is about 75. This 
may increase exceeding 300 in Anurad-
hapura  because the people’s trend to-
wards making complaints without  re-
luctance is now increasing, due to their 
awareness. Rajanganaya, Nochchiya-
gama, Thambuththegama, Galnewa, 
Wilachchiya, and Medawachchiya are 
the areas from where most of such 
complaints are being reported.

GV: Is expatriation of mothers the 
sole reason for this?

CP: No. Although it is true that the risk is 
more when the mothers are away. But 
the number of victims of unsuspected 
persons who are close to relevant fami-
lies where both parents are available, is 
higher than that.

GV: What do you think about the 
availability of the relevant statis-
tics?

CP: That is also one of the tasks that we 
are presently faced with. We have already
collected  data covering a period of five 
years on the divisional basis of Provin-
cial  Secretaries as well as the Grama 

Niladharies.

GV: Is this the reasons for more inci-
dents  to be investigated using such 
data? 
 CP: Not only that. We use them for our 
analysis of  the situation in order to 
find  solutions as well as to direct  the 
service of voluntary organizations to 
those in need.
   The number of incidents varies on 
a seasonal basis too. The increasing 
trend within farming areas is more dur-
ing harvesting seasons, since the par-
ents use to leave children either alone 
or with  known parties when they were 
engaged in farming activities. There-
fore  educating people is also an im-
portant aspect of the programme.

GV: Do you have an adequate num-
ber of officers to carry out the pro-
gramme?

CP: The entire North Central province, 
has only nine officers. This number is 
not  enough at all. New recruitments 
are also not  permitted. Presently, the 
Minister of Health of the province is 
contemplating on having this job done 
by employing non  probation officers.

GV: Do you think that all such cases 
could be solved in this way?

CP: The subject of probation and child 
care has been decentralized to the 
maximum. So the  provincial council 
has powers to  prepare a charter on 
subjects such as children’s homes. At 
least that way, the unavailable resourc-
es should be procured. 
Whatever  the amount of money 
brought into the province by these 
voluntary organizations, they  are awk-
wardly allocated. I am not even satis-
fied with the District Children’s Com-
mittee. There should be a law to cover 
these things. We are prepared to  sign 
MOUs with any organizations, that is 
prepared to put forward a good mech-
anism for these activities. What is most 
difficult is changing the attitudes of 
various people connected to the sub-
ject in making room for innovations.
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Displaced still 
in camps

The Nanattan area is located about 
70km West of Medawachchciya.
  The once unknown and isolated 

area of Nanattan came into the limelight 
in September 2007 due to the conflict. 

With the civil war in the country, around 
a thousand families from the Musali di-
visional area, were displaced within one 
hour.  The Musali Divisional area consists 
of several fertile and florishing fishing 
villages such as Ariputtharai, Silawathu-
rai, Mullikulam and Keni. 
In 1990 these villagers were temporarily 
housed at the Madhu camp due to the 
outbreak of war. Having spent almost 4 
years as being among those who were 
internally displaced, they returned to 
their own lands and villages in 1994 with 
lots of hopes and dreams.
However their happiness was short lived 
as they were forced to leave their home-
lands within one hour on September  1, 
2007.They had little chance of packing 

their belongings, they had to leave be-
hind all that they built up over 13 years. 
This notice was issued by Government 
forces since fighting would advance to 
this area. 

Each family according to their means 
on foot, on bicycles and on carts they 
wondered for 7km  towards Nanattan 
leaving behind their simple life in their 
homelands. Some were able to move 
to different villages where their rela-
tives’ were and the majority had to settle 
themselves into temporary tents in the 
area.

According to the Divisional Secretary of 
Nanattan, around 1200 families of fisher 
and farming folk were living in the divi-
sion. Ever since these people were dis-
placed the Government had taken mea-
sures to provide dry rations. As such, 
for one month one person was issued 
with 2 ½ kilos of rice, 2½ kilos of flour, 

250grams of sugar, 850 grams of dahl by 
the Divisional Secretariat. 
In addition to this several NGOs and spe-
cially the branch of Caritas SEDEC, part 
of the Mannar Diocese namely the Val-
vuthayam Institute supplied dry rations 
to these displaced families. 

“We are from Kandy and have been liv-
ing here for almost 35 years in this bay 
of Mannar surviving through fishing. 
Due to the war we have been forced into 
a pathetic situation. We never stretched 
out our hands for aid before and we were 
proud to earn our own living. Now we 
completely depend on the ration given 
by the Government without any means 
of earning a livelihood.

 We were able to meet and talk to many 
people who were living in those two 
displaced camps at Koil and Mill. There 
were 38 small cadjan huts built as in-
dividual houses in the Koil camp and 

By Melani Manel Perera
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in the Mill Camp 64 families live in one 
big hall which is covered on the top 
with tin sheets. Polythene sheets and 
sarees were used as partitions. We were 
also able to see children playing on the 
dusty ground many of them were in bad 
health.

We were able to see most of the children 
studying on the bare ground at St.Mary’s 
Nursery school because they did not 
have any furniture to sit at nor did they 
have proper uniforms. The teachers were 
a few volunteers who willingly came for-
ward to help.  

When asked if they would be willing to 
go back to their homes they promptly 
replied, “Who is not willing? We are wait-
ing to get back, who likes to be away 
from their own homes? While abandon-
ing their own land, houses, animals, 
fields. We are fed up with this meaning-
less life style of mere existence waiting 
to be fed. Those areas have still to be 
cleared of landmines. Even though we 
want to go we are not permitted to go 

there.”
GroundView also spoke to several other 
fishermen like Robert who said that 
this merciless war did not discriminate 
against caste or creed.  “It destroyed 
everything and everyone. We will never 
be able to get back the lost lives or have 
our lives the way it use to be. Perhaps 
we may be able to rebuild the buildings 
but the lost lives can anyone give them 
back?,” they questioned. 
During our visit we were able to meet 
the year 11 students of the Mannarippu 
Roman Catholic, school.They were from 
the Aripputhurai  area and having been 
displaced came to Nanattan. These chil-
dren were studying in small cadjan huts 
as their class room.

“It is beacause we are Tamils we are 
confronted everywhere. Since our 
identity cards were issued from  Man-
nar, Vavuniya,and  Jaffna.This results in 
authorities looking a us with extra vigi-
lance at the check points. They question 
us exhaustively. We have to hand over 
our ID cards to the check point and ob-

tain a temporary token if we want to go 
to a nearby place. If we want to go fur-
ther, we need to obtain permission from 
the Navy. Many a times a token issued 
by one check point is not fully accepted 
by the other check point. 

There is no mental or physical freedom  
to continue their studies here as usual. 
We are unable to go any where else also. 
By 6 pm we must be in the camp. Since 
there is more than one family living in 
one tent it is very difficult to do serious 
studies. Those friends who come from 
outside are given only 10 minutes to 
speak with us. We are really fed up of liv-
ing in camps. We have to folow instruc-
tions and lead a life according to a given 
set of rules.For how long we have to live 
like this is not known.

Under the able supervision of Mr. Patrick 
Emmanuel Cruz, there are about 700 
children studying at the Roman Catholic 
school at Nanattan, Mannarippu. About 
150 displaced children of nearby camps 
also attend the school. Everyday they 
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walk around 4 -6km, to attend school 
under very difficult circumstances .

Some children faint during school 
since they don’t receive sufficient 
food to eat. Their level of education 
is rather low. However, for those chil-
dren who don’t have sufficient food 
and required school items such as 
shoes, school bags, these items are 
often supplied by the Principal and 
the other teachers. But they are not in 
a position to continue these services 
due to the war. 

The prevailing situation is not very 
healthy as several families live to-
gether in one tent. This has affected 
the behavioural pattern of children. 
“At present we are provided with only 
a desk and a chair. If any generous 
person can supply us with 5 comput-
ers and 100 bicycles would be an ad-
vantage at this point.”

“I am also a displaced person. But when 
I look at the number of other displaced 
persons in the camp a sense of deep sor-
row creeps in. Nobody seems to be re-
sponsible about the future of these peo-
ple and of their resettlements. We were 
told that within 24 to 48 hours we would 
be settled back into our own lands. Now 
it is almost 1 ½ years in this camp.” 
 A lack of food, jobs and many health is-
sues together with many other social el-
ements have begun to invade the life of 
thes innocent people. This was observed 
by Fr. Semon Jeyabalan who was also 
displaced from Arippu-Silawathurai. 

Commenting on the freedom experi-
enced in the Camp he said, “Nobody 

can do anything without being noticed 
by those who are in charge of the camp. 
Even your own personal freedom is cur-
tailed. Women are unable explain and 
share their health problems with a doc-
tor in private.  Going out to the bazaar or 
to the small township must also be after 
obtainimg permission.

Tthe Government should take imme-
diate steps to respond to the various 
needs of these people,” remarked Fr.  
Jeyabalan.

A programme of exchange is to be  set 
up so that the children and youth  who 
are restricted in the Mannar island could 
travel  to the South and vice versa and 
share their views in order to strengthen 
their relationship. 

This programme is to be implemented 
under the National Fisheries Solidarity 
movement (NAFSO). 
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S
oon after the idea to sell 

the Eppawala phosphate 

mine to an overseas com-

pany was abandoned, the 

struggle to protect national resources 

too stalled. New issues are emerg-

ing from within the company regard-

ing the delegation of powers which 

seem to be waning as a result of the 

company gradually moving towards 

liquidation.

It is under these circumstances that 

Ven. Mahamankadawala Piyaratha-

na, the chief incumbent of Purana 

Galkanda Rajamaha Vihara  who 

was the leader of the campaign to 

protect this Phosphate mine, avoided 

participating in the meetings of its 

board of directors during the past six 

months.

work shifts are also in question now 

due to the weakening of the process 

of production.

Presently the private sector has 

ceased purchasing fertilizer from 

Eppawala, since they have enough 

stocks in their stores. The factory 

lacks adequate facilities to store their 

production as well as enough buyers. 

The workers too are now displeased 

about the fact that the machinery are 

being kept idle for a longer time than 

being operative even in the Maha 

season where the country’s paddy 

cultivation is considerably high.

“A majority of the hierarchy of this 

company includes incompetent and 

corrupt persons and this is the rea-

son for the fate which the company is 

presently facing,” Ven. Piyarathana 

said.

The following are the excerpts of the 

discussion Ven. Piyarathana (VMP) 

had with GroundView (GV).

GV: Why is there a lack of demand for 
rock phosphate even during cultivat-
ing  seasons?

VMP: The demand was less as a 

result of increasing prices.

GV: Although the price is high, there is 
no alternative source to buy from, so 
why can’t 

the management is making room for 

buyers to purchase and store large 

stocks at a lower price, by passing 

information to them that the prices 

are going to be increased. We do not 

have storage facilities as such.

GV: Why did it happen?

VMP: There are so many reasons. 

-

ment. This institution does not have a 

chartered accountant in spite of hav-

ing state assets worth several mil-

lions. It is only if due responsibilities 

an institute can survive. Generally 

such persons do not allow liquida-

tions to take place because they love 

their good will. 

GV: You mean the Phosphate company 
does not have an accountant?

VMP:  The person who holds that po-

sition is not a chartered accountant. 

Liquidation of the Eppawala 

phosphate company

Sarath Manula Wickrama
- Anuradhapura.
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He does not bear any  responsibility.

GV: Still the officials say that the com-
pany is functioning profitably. What is 
this disparity?

VMP: Irresponsible people can show 

statistics through various formulae. 

That is how this institution has de-

scended to where it is at present.

GV: Why are they still allowed to 
remain?

VMP: Politicians and bureaucrats are 

not worried about the organization. 

Whatever they do is aimed at their 

parochial ends. That is what these 

incompetent personnel are retained 

for. They may think that everything is 

GV: Why don’t workers fight back 
against these bureaucrats?

VMP: The total number of staff 

comes to about 250, and about 100 

out of which are executives. Others 

are small in strength and they can 

do nothing other than being tight 

lipped  in frustration. In fact they work 

hard in order to feed those who just 

idle. Those who do not work enjoy 

spreading  gossip and slander with 

cut  throat objectives. The outcome of 

these activities is nothing other than 

sabotage.

GV: It was said that investments were 
made several years ago, to establish 
a single  phosphate manufactory. 
How has it progressed?

VMP:  Money is being spent but the 

progress is sluggish. If a good job 

was done by those who idle within 

this organization, that task too would 

have been concluded by now.

GV: Doesn’t any one look into this?

VMP: What nonsense. The general 

manager does nothing but keeps 

everything under his control, and 

doesn’t even allow any one else to 

look into matters.

GV: How can it then fulfill national in-
terests as a responsible organization?

VMP: That is the damage this country 

is presently set to undergo. It is un-

der such circumstances that despite 

the fact that the real  cost of  one 

bag of imported fertilizer being Rs. 

8,000, they are supplied to farmers 

at a subsidized rate of Rs. 350. Can 

a country which is shouldering the 

It should be the duty of these insti-

tutions to earn money for national 

be to balance budgets,  if  all outlets 

are kept open while the sources of 

GV: How can our country benefit  from 
the Phosphate Company ?

VMP:  It has been said that the Gov-

ernment is presently spending  Rs 40 

billion for importation of fertilizer. This 

the production of phosphate itself.

       In view of the huge sums of 

money spent on the war, the prime 

concern of the Government should 

be to make arrangements to have a 

-

able institutions. On the one hand the 

national fertilizer needs could be ful-

is known to be very high in quality. It 

contains neither excess metal nor ra-

dioactive elements. If the government 

can give priority to proper manage-

ment of this organization,  fertilizer 

requirements of the country could 

GV:   Is it impossible to reach that aim 
if the existing workforce is properly 
employed?

VMP: What nonsense. When vacan-

cies occur the management them-

selves determine the required 

positions tactically distributed among 

themselves.

     The  promotion of the Marketing 

Manager to the position of Deputy 

General Manager is the best ex-

ample.

GV: Under these circumstances, 

how can this organization func-

tion?

VMP: Functioning of this institution 

without a fall out  is no  miracle. What 

they have to do here is to crush earth 

and sell. The process is not so com-

plicated. The income earned by way 

of grinding the earth is also being 

distributed among themselves, but 

the country gets nothing.

GV: A huge crowd under your 

leadership in the past got on to the 

streets to  protect this resource. 

What did they get?

VMP: Nothing. Not a single job op-

portunity and they did not ask either. 

It was through the aim of having this 

national resource preserved that they 

collectively came to the front. Pro-

tected  by one party and exploited by 

some one else. 

GV: On what basis did you come 

to such a conclusion?

VMP: Now, there is a post called 

Executive Director. The Articles of 

Association does not indicate such 

a post. The Chairman is also pres-

ent and the workers are confused 

as to who the real leader is and the

administration is  such a mess now.

GV: Hasn’t this position been 

brought to the notice of higher 

authorities?

-

pectations of higher authorities that 

in. What they seem to be doing is 

deciding on how to sell this institu-

tion to the private sector and earn a 

commission, when the institution be-

comes impossible to strive    further.

GV: So what is the solution for 

this? What steps have you taken 

as a member of the Board of Direc-

tors?

VMP: I did not participate in the 

meetings of Board of Directors for 

the past six months. If I  did, I would 

have been compelled to become 

apart of these sins. In my view the 

President of the country should take 

over this company and  appoint a 

competent authority. There is no 

other solution.
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Although agriculture 
plays an important 
role in the econo-
my, it is not consid-

ered as a factor that contrib-
utes to the development of 
the country. This has been so 
ever since the 1980s. 
Factors such as cultivating ar-
eas, productivity and diversi-
fication of crops which could 
contribute to an increase in 
food production have seen 
little advancement. 
At the same time Sri Lanka 
has not been successful in 
achieving self sufficiency in the 
production of food despite many 
development programmes such as 
the accelerated Mahaweli Develop-
ment project.
According to the latest data made 
available by the Department of 
Census and Statistics the per capita 
rice consumption per year is estimated 
at 106kg. With the present growth rate 
of the population estimated at around 
1.2 the production of rice should exceed 
2.24 metric tons by 2010 in order to 
achieve self sufficiency. 
But various data and reports published 
during the past few decades have re-
vealed that labour productivity as well 
as land productivity is stagnant. This 
situation has further contributed to the 
difficulty of achieving the goal of self 
sufficiency in food. The 32% of the en-
tire population who earn a livelihood 
through agriculture are directly affected 
by this situation. 
Among those of the rural population 
15.7% belong to the said group, and it is 
this very group that lies below the pov-
erty level. 
Although an increased agricultural pro-
ductivity has been identified as a major 
tool to minimize poverty, labour as well 
as land productivity remains stagnant. 

Being a developing country, Sri Lanka 
should focus on improving land produc-
tivity per acre and focus on the process 
of food conservation. Considering the 
limited extent of land available for culti-
vation in Sri Lanka and the fact that there 
is a post-production wastage of around 
40% as well, it seems only justifiable.
Increasing productivity, minimizing the 
cost as well as post-production wastage 
in the agricultural sector are important 
factors for strengthening the sustain-
ability of agriculture in a free market 
economy. 
These factors should be paid more at-
tention since it is inevitable that with 
the growth of the countries population 
the demand for food would increase at 
the same pace. In such a situation the 
limited amount available land for culti-
vation should be used productively.  
Stagnant agricultural productivity in Sri 
Lanka is attributable to factors such as a 
low level of state investment on research 
and extension activities, increased divi-

sion of land due to 
population pressure 
in rural areas, lack of 
agricultural extension 
services, and weak 
state policies.

While the importance 
of agriculture was be-
ing down played, and 
attention diverted to 
other sectors, little 
was done to absorb 
the surplus labour 

developing in the rural areas. Conse-
quently, the importance of the labour 
intensive agricultural sector has dimin-
ished at a steady pace leading to a lesser 
number of individuals being employed 
in that sector, per capita output of that 
sector has  likewise lessened and agri-
cultural lands have been blocked. De-
creased agricultural productivity as well 
as an increased cost of production is in-
evitable in this scenario. 
Further, infra structure facilities as well 
as the rigidity of the corporate sector 
have also contributed to this upward 
movement of agricultural costs.
The real cost of agricultural production 
can be determined when the cost of var-
ious subsidies and freely available irriga-
tion facilities are also taken into account. 
The lack of support in terms of techni-
cal and research activities, weak infra 
structure and a disorganized corporate 
sector have directly contributed to this 
increased cost. 
In view of this situation, the advance-
ment of this sector and its future well 
being are dependent on policymakers 
focusing attention on the improvement 
of productivity as well as minimizing 
costs and post production wastage, in-
stead of deviating attention to the ob-
jective of protecting producers.

Agriculture-it’s forgotten role

By Dr. M.B.Ranathilaka (Senior lecturer, 
Department of Statistical Studies and 
Economics, University of Peradeniya ) 

and B.M.C.H. Kumarihami
( University of Peradeniya)

in the economy
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The Jaffna District experienced one 
of its worst natural disasters in the 
form of  ‘Nisha’ a cyclone, which 

ripped through the district at a speed of 
103 km/h.
With rains commencing on November 
22, 2008 and ending on November 
27, Nisha’s cyclonic winds peaked on 
November 25.

The rains raged for six days without 
end and the Thirunelvely Metrological 
Department recorded a staggering 765.5 
mm rainfall, the highest ever recorded in 
Jaffna. On the November 25 alone, the 
district recorded 389.8 mm of rainfall, 
a record for a single day’s rain in the 
district, which had last seen its highest 
rainfall on the September 25, 2001, at 
211.8 mm. The district’s average figure 
stands at 1231 mm as opposed to the 
1623.8 mm recorded from January 2008 
upto November 28, 2008.

Flood waters, from ponds and tanks 
were overflowing and the groundwater 
levels reaching saturation and gushed 

through villages and towns. The water 
levels rose to 3-4 feet in some areas, 
especially the Jaffna Municipality area, 
polluting wells.
The flooding rendered families 
homeless, and residents and traders 
destitute. Sectors affected included 
agriculture, fisheries, animal husbandry, 
housing, water supply, health, and 
education. The cyclone’s wrath had 
caused extensive damage to flora and 
fauna, residential areas, and commercial 
concerns. Highways, roads, causeways, 
telecommunication networks, electricity 
supply, banana cultivations, and 
homesteads were devastated.

The flood waters submerged the entire 
paddy cultivation, annihilating more 
than half the acreage. Moreover, the 
sea water that invaded land will cause 
future salinity problems. An assessment 
revealed that damages caused to all 
sectors amounted to over Rs. 9 million.

The damage caused the displacement 
of 97, 656 families (338, 579 members) 

of a total population of 165, 626 families 
(546, 507 members). A total of 72, 338 
families (245, 444 members) live with 
relatives and friends, whilst 23, 318 
families (93, 135 members) live in 339 
welfare centres, which include many 
schools that were converted to welfare 
centres to cope with the crisis, set up to 
accommodate affected populations.

The local authorities, too, have been 
paralysed by this calamity and are unable 
to collect garbage, road clearance, 
restoring sanitation facilities, removing 
felled trees, and repairing causeways 
due to the lack of finances. All this 
requires machinery and resources and 
this means the need for funds.

It is imperative that normalcy be 
established to the badly disrupted lives 
of the people, in order for them to return 
to their daily routines. Families need 
assistance to repair their houses, clean 
their premises, and water wells, so as to 
rebuild their lives. 

‘Nisha’ tears up Jaffna
By Sandra Karunaratne
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Sanitary workers of the Hamban-
tota Municipal Council were 
resettled in the Samodagama 
GN Division several years ago. 

Today Samodagama is now home to 
62 families, out of which 95 percent are 
Tamil and speakers of Tamil.
Most of these people are brick work-
ers, whilst others work for a daily wage, 
and some are forced to beg in order to 
scrape together a daily income. At pres-
ent,  eight families work at the Munici-
pal Council as sanitary workers and two 
families work for the salt industry.
These people battle a hoard of social 
and economical problems. As a result, 
they are unable to send their children to 
school even though the children are of 
a school–going age. Instead, these chil-
dren are used for anti–social activities, as 
there is no encouragement from parents 
to attend school.
This is due to one or more reasons, in-
cluding the lack of clothes, shoes, books, 
school bags, and food, amongst others. 
Some children are sent off to work to 
earn a wage for their family.
Job opportunities within the village are 
minimal and people are compelled to 
travel outside the village in search of 
work.
Some of these families are even deprived 
of a daily meal, whilst some others do 
not have clothes on their backs.

Unemployment in 
the area has rendered 
people distraught 
and helpless. In all ea-
gerness, some have 
expressed their will-
ingness to undergo 
training in the fibre 
industry, the coir in-
dustry, and home gar-
dening.
The people grapple 
with numerous infra-
structure problems, 
such as the lack of 
electricity facilities, 
poor road conditions, insufficient water 
supply, and lack of shelter. The villagers 
of Samodagama Rajapaksha Mawatha 
share one tap amongst 26 families. In 
addition, there are 14 families without 
toilet facilities. 
To add to the misery, they run the risk 
of not having a healthy environment to 
live in, as a result of deforestation and 
floods. During the past three months, 
the area was flooded thrice due to heavy 
rains. With many houses submerged, the 
people were driven from their homes 
with no place to live.
Besides floods, some of the houses are 
not in any suitable state to live in as they 
are damaged. The majority of the houses 
are temporary and even lack basic pro-

tection. Some people use their homes 
as their kitchen by day and bedroom by 
night, with upto two to three families 
living in one claustrophobic space they 
call home, eight by ten feet in size.
Some other common issues that these 
people face are the lack of National 
Identification Cards (38 families), Certifi-
cates of Birth (34 families), Certificates of 
Marriage (9 families), and ‘Samurdhi’ (28 
families). Additionally, there are 13 chil-
dren who do not attend school.
People in Samodagama still live with a 
ray of hope that they will have a place to 
call home someday. Their problems are in 
abundance and solutions non–existent 
and out of sight. Will their dreams just 
continue to remain as mere dreams?

Samodagama in a 
dire state

By Sandra Karunaratne
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Globally, there has been a tremen-
dous shift over the past half cen-
tury toward urbanization, which 

has resulted in an erosion of the ancient 
and intimate associations that people 
have traditionally with the land upon 
which they live.  In Sri Lanka, where 
more than 70% of the population is ru-
ral, mostly involved in agricultural pro-
duction, these strong ties to the land-
scape and its component ecosystems 
remain.  Different ethnic and religious 
lenses ensure that this relationship is not 
homogenous across the island; however 
as a general trend the practical and eco-
nomic value of nature is relatively undi-
minished.  

Men and women have traditionally 
formed an effective partnership with re-
gards to the working and stewardship of 
land in Sri Lanka.  Roles are often clearly 
defined along gender lines but the value 
of those roles is mostly complementary 
in nature and acts to produce a social 
balance within communities.  Rice has 
long been the staple food source in the 
island, and paddy cultivation provides a 
good example of this division of labour.  
Men are responsible for the preparation 
of the plot and sowing the seeds, as well 
as the application of fertilizers and pesti-
cides.  Women’s responsibilities include 
manual weeding, transplanting and the 
arrangement of female labour.  When 
the crops are mature it is the men who 
thresh and mechanically winnow the 
paddy and women who clean, dry and 
store the product before it goes to mar-
ket.  Marketing is usually undertaken 
jointly.  

Since the initiation of market economy 
reforms in the 1970s there has been a 
movement away from subsistence agri-
culture towards a greater emphasis on 

cash crop production for export.  Subse-
quently, men have become increasingly 
immersed in this burgeoning industry, 
as well as wage labour, shifting the ev-
eryday burden of providing food for 
the home even more toward women.  
Women have long provided food diver-
sity, and thus increased security for the 
home, by being entirely responsible for 
the planting, cultivation and harvest of 
coarse grains such as kurukkan which, 
as nutritional sources of protein and 
minerals, have traditionally been used 
to supplement rural diets and provide a 
dietary safety net in case of other crop 
failures.  Additionally, home garden 
plots and accessible forest patches are 
often indispensable sources of food, 
medicine, fuelwood and fodder, both for 
the household and market.  These two 
sources have been shown to account for 
~ 70 % of a families food supply (Wick-
ramasinghe, 1994).  Again, women have 
traditionally been responsible for home 
garden management, cultivating fruits, 
leaves, spices and medicinal herbs, and 
have also been the primary fuelwood 
and forest food collectors.  Men utilize 
these natural forests more for construc-
tion materials and arboreal products 
such as kitul and toddy.  Income supple-
mentation through rural production of 
forest generated products like jaggery, 
woven matts and kapok pillows often 
involves men and women.

Many formerly forested lands, particu-
larly in the Central Hills, have been dras-
tically altered due to the large-scale 
creation of the plantation industry over 
a century ago.  The relationship that 
has evolved between people and these 
landscapes is necessarily of a different 
character, partially because there is no 
sense of ownership.  Here women form 
the dominant workforce.  Due to the 

massive forest clearing that accompa-
nies this type of agricultural practice, 
villagers in these areas are forced to rely 
disproportionately on riverine vegeta-
tion and isolated forest patches to sup-
ply fuelwood, medicinal plants and for-
est foods.  

Since the introduction of market econ-
omy reforms, the rural poverty rate has 
rapidly increased in Sri Lanka.  Environ-
mental degradation has had further se-
vere impact on rural livelihoods, those 
of women in particular.  When these 
forces combine they have the potential 
to alienate people from the land, creat-
ing economic and social pressures that 
have resulted in a mass movement of ru-
ral women toward foreign employment, 
particularly in the Middle East.  The 
tremendous impact that these events - 
akin to tears in the traditional social and 
cultural fabric - can have on rural com-
munities cannot be overstated.  Care-
ful attention therefore must be paid to 
ensuring that the integrity of the natural 
environment is maintained, that men 
and women continue to have access 
to productive natural forests and that 
home garden systems are prioritized so 
that these ancient methods of ensur-
ing food, health and economic security 
remain viable.  The intimate association 
between people and the land provides 
innumerable benefits in our small coun-
try with a large, widespread and relative-
ly dense population, and it is within our 
greater interests to foster.    

Traditional Partnerships – our relationship with the land

Acknowledging Nature

Environment Programme -CHA

Reference:
Wickramasinghe, A.1994.  Deforesta-
tion, women and forestry:  the case of 
Sri Lanka. International Books, Utrecht, 
the Netherlands. 
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Ahome garden is essentially the 
small scale planting, within an in-
dividual family’s land, of econom-

ically and/or culturally important plants, 
be they trees, shrubs, vines, herbs and/or 
spices.  The main purpose of the garden 
is to provide food and medicines to the 
family, as well as fuel and fertilizer in the 
form of compost.  Increasingly home gar-
dens have become expanded to include 
products such as timber or tea that are 
expressly grown for additional income.  
The gardens tend to be structured in 
such a way as to mimic natural forest 
and contain over-story fruit and timber 
trees which are under-planted with me-
dicinal shrubs and spice bushes.  

Sri Lanka is widely credited with the 
widespread innovation of home gar-
dens centuries ago, and it is thus fitting 
that this ancient system of agro-forestry 
should be encouraged to proliferate in a 
post-tsunami context.  There has been 
a spate of projects, implemented after 
the tsunami aimed at the restoration 
and diversification of livelihoods.  Most 
of these have been well-intentioned 
and many successful, and all have been 
directed towards the empowerment 
of communities with the goal they will 
be better equipped to withstand future 

disasters, disruptions and hardships.  As 
food security is perhaps the most ba-
sic of requirements for productivity, it 
makes sense that the traditional home 
garden be fostered where it is common 
and even introduced where it is not.  In 
combination with paddy and/or chena, 
home gardens can provision individual 
families with their day to day require-
ments.  Furthermore, when the vagaries 
of climate, such as floods or droughts, 
see to the failure of these staple crops, 
home gardens provide a nutritional 
buffer which requires no hard currency 
to procure.  The sale of surplus garden 
products can generate additional in-
come as can the small scale propagation 
of strictly commercial species, which al-
lows access to a larger market.  Another 
vital element inherent in the home gar-
den system is the conservation of seed 
diversity.  In a world moving more and 
more towards a forced reliance by farm-
ers on multi-national companies and 
their monopolized (and often genetical-
ly modified) seed stocks, home gardens 
represent a vast storehouse of genetic 
diversity because the system has acted 
to naturally conserve a broad spectrum 
of seed types, many of which may other-
wise have dwindled to extinction.
In addition to the improved food and 

economic security offered by home gar-
dens, they play an important ecologi-
cal role.  Roughly mimicking a natural 
forest, the collection of floral species 
provides habitat and resources for a va-
riety of other plants and animals which 
together constitute a diverse commu-
nity.  Over time this will enrich the soil 
through composting and aeration, al-
lowing for increased productivity.  When 
home gardens form a mosaic across the 
landscape, like contiguous forests, they 
become very influential to micro-climat-
ic processes, having a regulatory effect 
on rainfall patterns, absorbing pollution 
and cooling the environment.  In undu-
lating terrain, the root systems provide 
an effective barrier to erosion and land-
slides.  

Socially, this is a system conceived and 
implemented mostly by women and has 
thus influenced community dynamics 
through the shaping of gender roles.  It 
is already seen as an integral part of the 
structure of many areas of rural Sri Lanka 
and an emphasis on the strengths of this 
local innovation in new areas may sup-
ply favourable returns from the perspec-
tive of food, economic and ecological 
security. 

 to ensure  food, economic and ecological security

Home gardens – i ntroducing  a traditional solution

A dry zone habitat drastically enriched by the recent establishment of a home garden.
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Development programmes 
which are implemented in or-
der to bring about the growth 
of a country should be focused 

on human beings and it is important to 
take steps to ensure their security. How-
ever what happens most often is that 
an unequal level of development which 
threatens human security acts as an 
obstacle to the country’s drive towards 
growth. This above mentioned situation 

is very visible in relation to the shanty 
settlements which have appeared in 
towns, on a side area along with the flow 
of urbanization in Sri Lanka. 
We live in a country where an ethnic 
conflict has forced a group of people 
to survive as illegal settlers and shanty 
dwellers. In national development proj-
ects, these people are often displaced 
in the name of development. Are the 
benefits of growth not meant for these 

people? Simply because they are illegal 
residents are they to be deprived of their 
human rights, human security? Is it not 
possible to carry out national develop-
ment without displacing any section of 
the public? 
In Sri Lanka where poverty has not been 
eradicated, problems such as ignorance, 
low income levels, unemployment, 
population explosion, unstable politi-
cal circumstances are situations that can 

Do shanty dwellers have to be further displaced in the name of development?
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Economic Security of Shanty Dwellers

   Source:  From information collected from a sample survey conducted by the writer in association with shanty dwellers living 

in close proximity to estates

Anushka Ruwani Withana 
Assistant Lecturer  Political Science Studies Division, 
University of Peradeniya

Human Security, 

Development & Politics
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be seen constantly within our country. 
Part of the population that lives in this 
country live as illegal settlers and shanty 
dwellers  At present, these people have 
no rights and are destitute. 

Human Security

The concept on Human Security is a 
concept that attracted special attention 
locally as well as internationally. Former 
Secretary General of the United Nations, 
Mr. Kofi Annan  pointed out that, hu-
man security is connected to basic fun-
damentals of survival such as develop-
ment, and security.
Human security is a premature infant, a 
disease that has not spread, a profession 
that has not been banned. Accordingly, 
human security is not concerned with or 
a concept that is related to weapons, it is 
a concern regarding human life and dig-
nity. A Pakistani, a philosopher in devel-
opment, Mahbub Ul-Haq explained this 
in detail. It is clear that Human Security 
is something that is far more extensive 
than Human Development. 
It is important that by now, several 

routes of approach in connection with 
human security have been identified. Ac-
cordingly, solutions for poverty through 
economic security, eradicating hunger 
and famine and bringing about food 
security, and doing away with epidem-
ics, bringing about health, acquiring en-
vironmental security by reducing levels 
pollution and environmental damage 
are some the means by which human 
security could be addressed. Human Se-
curity is universal. Its principles consist 
of inter-dependency. It should be pre-
vented ahead of time and guaranteed 
rather than through intervention. 

Development 

The process of development is a proce-
dure that moves forward while chang-

ing. The “Concept of Development” has 
been defined in various ways. G. Myrdal, 
in his book “Asian Drama” describes de-
velopment as, “the upward movement 
of the entire social system.” 
Development that is achieved in eco-
nomic, social, political etc., profiles are 
very important to a country. As a country 
moves forward towards development, 
the economic capabilities of the people 
of the country increase, being able to 
fulfill their needs for food, a society can 
live in respect, enjoying the benefits of 
basic rights when poverty diminishes an 
environment suitable for a good life, is 
created. As people face adverse condi-
tions, it is important that the human be-
ing is responsible enough to take steps 
towards “a beneficial development con-
cept approach.”

In Sri Lanka where pov-
erty has not been eradi-
cated, problems such as 
ignorance, low income 
levels, unemployment, 
population explosion, 
unstable political cir-
cumstances are situa-
tions that can be seen 
constantly within our 
country. Part of the 
population that lives in 
this country live as il-
legal settlers and shanty 
dwellers  At present, 
these people have no 
rights and are destitute. 
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That Sri Lanka will develop, we have no 
argument about. However it should be 
decided within which boundaries. At the 
same time, selecting the best strategy to 
use as well as identifying the “develop-
ment unit”, what is appropriate for us 
are the challenges that lie in front of us. 
Aspirations of sustainable development, 
should be achieved through develop-
ment strategies that are able to face 
modern day problems, with the maxi-
mum efficiency and those that have a Sri 
Lankan identity. 

Shanty Dwellers and Human Security

Different surveys have revealed that a 
majority of the population live in Urban 
areas. It is clear, that most people mi-
grate to the cities in search of economic 
advancement. 
Economic security introduces stability 
in terms of basic sources of income. The 
level of poverty is identified as a situa-
tion where a person’s basic needs (nutri-
tion, housing, health, relaxation, enter-
tainment and security) are not available. 
The following summary provides infor-
mation that was obtained by conduct-
ing a fact finding mission on Economic 
Security, by examining the lives of a few 
shanty dwellers. 

 What is clearly apparent from statistics 
is that there is no stability in their basic 
sources of income, they face unemploy-
ment, and hence they are not secure 
economically. 
It becomes clear that absolute poverty 
prevails among them by the fact that the 
daily wages are listed as Rs. 50/, 60/, and 
80. The main sector of the Government’s 
protection policy network is the Samur-
dhi Programme. In a joint effort in reduc-
ing poverty, Janasaviya, food stamps and 
midday meal programmes have been 
established. The Samurdhi Programme 
aims at increasing the income levels of 
families who live in a low income plane 
of Rs. 1500/-, 2000/- monthly. Although 
there is absolute poverty in the families 
that live within the selected sample, it 
is tragic to discover that all the families 
who live there do not receive the Samur-
dhi assistance money. It is quite clear 
that, these people are very upset about 
this issue and therefore, they have been 
subject to further severe mental and 
economic pressure. 
When a good  living standard is main-
tained, health security becomes mean-
ingful. In a country where the popu-
lation consists of healthy  people the 
development is long term. 

Health Security -from the shanty sam-
ple survey

The vulnerability of the shanty dwellers, 
where diseases and epidemics are con-
cerned is very high and mortality rates 
are also very high and due to a lack of 
nourishment, small children are suffer-
ing from malnutrition. 
The vulnerability where this situation is 
concerned has grown due to the dirty 
environment. As a result, they are de-
prived of clean drinking water and a 
clean atmosphere, a regular standard of 
life and good health. 
What came to light from the survey on 
identity security is that shanty dwellers 
are in an insecure situation. The spread 
of drugs has further worsened this situa-
tion. This prompts various, crimes, abuse 
and conflicts among individuals.  
It can be seen that, when these shanty 
dwellers who are in the worst possible 
situation of destitution try to meet their 
basic needs, they are forced into illegal 
activities and as a result a society brim-
ming with crimes is being created. 
It has been declared that many of the 
women who take to prostitution from 
this environment do not indulge in their 
profession willingly. They state that, they 
do not like their children having to face 

House
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One birth was a still 
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Second

Sub
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3 2 - - One child- viral fever Mother had a 

miscarriage

3 2 2 - -

One child –Chikungunya 

fever

Mother losing a child 

through miscarriage

Health Security -from the shanty sample survey

Source:  From information collected from a sample survey conducted by the writer in association with shanty dwellers living in close proxim-

ity to estates
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this same way of life, without any kind 
of education, not enough food to satisfy 
their hunger. 
One good feature that was apparent 
amongst them, was that, most of the 
families were making an effort to send 
their children to school. As a result, a 
wish to earn money is born. In the com-
pound where the sample survey was 
conducted many of the women, indi-
rectly implied the following reasons for 
engaging in the profession.

• First Woman -  Husband is addicted to 
alcohol / drugs
• Second Woman  -  Husband is a crimi-
nal and has been jailed for a long time
• Third Woman     - Husband is a gambler. 
Not receiving any money for              house-
hold expenditure and lack of attention
• Fourth Woman - Becoming a single 
mother with two children after her      
husband left the family and got married 
again.
What is apparent from the facts summa-
rized above is that, amongst the shanty 
dwellers, economy, food, environment, 
health, identity and political security, 
and other approaches to human secu-
rity are not available. 
In the compound where this sample 
survey was carried out, due to a lack 
of protection, various development 
programmes and projects which were 
launched have faced many problems 
due to their practical status. 
When taking into consideration various 
indicators, although they show that Sri 
Lanka has achieved its targets,  there are 
concerns regarding economic growth, 
dissemination and reducing poverty. 
These indicators are very far away. It 
is apparent that the potential energy 
which Sri Lanka has for development 
has not been demonstrated in reality. 
An indicator that people’s living stan-
dards are falling is due to the decrease 
in per capita income. When production 
falls within a country and the population 
increases and the demand for goods in-
creases such a situation is created. As a 
result, the prices of goods increase and 
the value of money depreciates and in-
flation occurs. When there is a situation 
of inflation within the country, the peo-
ple try their level best to survive and are 
not motivated to save money. When sav-
ings decrease, the investing in develop-

ment activities is not encouraging. At the 
same time, the people’s living standards 
drop and poverty becomes widespread. 
This travels in a circle. The cultural char-
acteristics can be seen through them 
and poverty flows from generation to 
generation. 
Accordingly, the need for the govern-
ment to get involved in Economic ac-
tivities, giving priority to allocation of 
resources efficiently, distribution of re-
sources fairly, economic stabilization, 
that is, minimizing the relentless fluctua-
tion that exists in the economy, creating 
Economic Growth and supply of com-
mon goods, becomes quite clear. In a 
strategy to minimize poverty, it is neces-
sary to provide remedies to the hidden 
factors of poverty. To get rid of poverty 
and for an effective strategy towards the 
promotion of human security, what is 
required further is a clear definition of 
the targeted groups, resoluteness con-
cerning a principled procedure which 
would proved useful at the lateral and 

economic levels as well as identifying 
the financial systems in implementing 
the executed policies. 
Achieving political objectives through 
development programmes should 
not be aimed at and it is important 
that these should be put into opera-
tion towards promoting human se-
curity. Centralizing administration is 
required in order for the government 
to ensure their state, power. But what 
has happened now is that, through 
centralizing administration the power 
of the politician has been ensured.
In finding solutions for human secu-
rity and related problems, as well as 
when new programmes / projects are 
introduced and implemented by im-
plementing them with an accurate vi-
sion it is possible to harvest the fruits 
of these endeavours. 
Qualities such as, efficiency, responsi-
bility, responsiveness, legitimacy and 
social equality should compulsorily be 
there within a chain of development.  
Shanty dwellers who live in a part of 
the city, have become a group of peo-
ple who have been abandoned inside 
the city, within the chain of develop-
ment. As a result they have created a 
sub-culture specially for themselves 
in a world that is inherent to them and 
are harbouring a totally different life 

style and a number of different types of 
expectations and hopes. Therefore, at-
tention should be given, not to material 
activities which help them to stand on 
their own feet, but taking steps to bring 
about a qualitative change in their ex-
pectations, hopes and attitudes.
 It will help to elevate their internal de-
velopment, by bringing about some 
kind of a change through qualitative 
growth.  
Accordingly, it is apparent that, the con-
sequences of uneven development in 
Sri Lanka have created various problems 
in Human Security. The time has come 
to act with responsibility, in eradicating 
this situation and directing the country 
towards development, and hence ap-
propriate political programmes should 
be implemented with a clearly definied 
target, it is important that all authorities 
should pay stringent attention in con-
nection with this matter. 

Family Individual

Crime

committed

and the nature 

of the illegal 

activities

involved in

1 Father

First son

Second son 

Selling drugs

Addicted to 

drugs

Taken to a 

rehabilitation

camp

2 Son

Caught while 

stealing and in 

prison

3 Father

First son

One

daughter

Selling drugs

Addicted to 

drugs

Prostitution

4 Third son

In

prison.(Person

involved in 

selling drugs).

Source:  From information collected from a 

sample survey conducted by the writer in as-

sociation with shanty dwellers living in close 

proximity to estates

The situation regarding Identity 
Security ( From the shanty sample 
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It has been two years since the 

security forces liberated the 

liberating the province, have not 

-

kanna Purawaraya. It seems as if the 

until the war ended still spend their 

time in much the same way as dur-

ing the war. The Ministers who visited 

the area during the Provincial Coun-

cil elections are not even to be seen 

now. 

GroundView met K. Parameshwaran 

Thirakadavoor, Trincomalee while on 

his way to a nadar’s shop with a load 

of old iron, which seemed unsustain-

able for his bicycle. He said that he 

had to buy books and school materi-

als for his children for the new school 

money for this, he had collected piec-

es of old iron lying around his yard 

and that he was going to sell it. His 

statement highlighted the situation of 

“We are not people who have lived like 

this quite apart from enjoying life, we 

are not wealthy enough, even to buy 

the books needed for our children. 

With the war, the sea access was 

restricted to us. We waited patiently 

for two years hoping that the war will 

end. In those days, we ate and drank 

and clothed ourselves by pawning the 

gold jewelry belonging to our women 

folk and the children. Now, thank God, 

there is no war in the Eastern prov-

ince but the restrictions and bans on 

our profession remain the same. 

We need to go to sea at the time there 

-

ernment and the Minister of Fisher-

ies to come to Trincomalee to inquire 

about our problems, unlike during the 

times of elections when their arrival is 

a mockery,”  said Mr. Parameshwaran 

. The majority in the Trincomalee dis-

going life, thanks to the bountiful re-

coastline. Their children and their chil-

they inherited from their fathers, prov-

the Government. However, with the 

war situation in the past, the restric-

tions that were put in place against 

are in a dire situation. Many of the 

-

in manual work.

In the past during the Provincial Coun-

cil elections in Trincomalee, the Gov-

ernment had appointed the Fisheries 

Minister Felix Perera and Deputy Min-

ister Neomal Perera to address the 

two ministers to provide them with the 

opportunity of going to sea at 2 am in 

the morning. 

Justice of the Peace Leelasena 

Galapaththi, the chairman of the 

Haaradaas Watte Fishermen’s Asso-

of Trincomalee said , “We are allowed 

we go to the point and go through 

checks and hand over our passes and 

go to sea it is around 4.30-4.40am.. It 

is during the early morning hours that 

the Navy do not understand. That is 

why we asked the ministers to convey 

this to the security forces. We respect 

the need to protect the country. But 

we too have to make a living. Our chil-

dren have to eat and drink and we do 

not have any other job where we can 

make a living.” 

“We actually know that these restric-

tions have been placed on us due to 

the security situation... but allowing us 

to go to sea at 2am is not that much 

of a task since there are Navy Points 

on the beach. We leave our Identity 

longing for their traditional livelihood
Mangalanath Liyanarachchi  

- Trincomalee

S. KalirasaP. Thirunathan
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Cards and then go to sea on our re-

turn too, we go straight to the security 

point. If we are allowed to go to sea 

at 2am, we can at least get on with 

our job at least by two thirty, after the 

checks and obtaining of passes if we 

do not want anything more,”said Mr. S. 

Kalirasa, a resident of Thirakadavoor.

It is the Navy who makes the deci-

sions regarding the time period for the 

they can work in. It is no surprise that 

being, that the Navy is unaware of the 

of the Navy’s responsibilities. 

-

sion, said in the presence of the Min-

at the Navy Point on the beach tell 

us that they have not received any 

such order. So we turn  back and go 

home. Four days before the past Pro-

vincial Councils elections were held, 

we received permission to go to sea 

at 2am,  we were very happy about it. 

However, on the day of the elections, 

a Navy vessel that was anchored at 

the harbour within the high security 

zone, exploded. The very next day the 

ban was imposed again the govern-

ment won the election and the minis-

ters and members of Parliament went 

back to Colombo while we are in the 

-

ermen, and a resident of Sirimapura. 

“The season has arrived when we can 

-

men can earn a lot of money. We go to 

Nilaveli, Paramalai and catch the bait 

namely, inguro and dhaamesso which 

the Tuna eat, are in an area called 

Paramalai. But now we are not allowed 

to go to Paramalai. We kindly, request 

the Government and the Navy to re-

move this ban,” said Ananda Moorthy, 

a resident of Thirakadavoor.

By this time, the electricity and wa-

houses in the Trincomalee area, have 

been disconnected and all their jew-

ellery has already been pawned to 

banks. They pawned their jewellery at 

the banks, in the hope that, they could 

redeem the jewellery through the in-

come they earn by selling the Tuna 

they caught. Their innocent hopes 

have died. 

“Our houses got caught to the Tsu-

nami and were destroyed... we did 

not fall because of that.... because 

we knew that during the Tuna sea-

son, our husbands’ boats were full 

to the brim with the Tuna catch. But 

now there is no opportunity to catch 

the Tuna, quite apart from the fact that 

jewellery is now owned by the banks 

and the electricity has been discon-

nected in our houses what is left is our 

lives,” said Selvarasa Janaarthan, the 

Haaradaas Watte in Trincomalee. 

-

lier. However, this time, books for the 

children were bought by pawning, the 

two bangles which remained at home, 

it is more than two years since we lost 

our livelihood. During the riots and 

problems, similar to the other Tamils, 

we sold the boat engines we had and 

went to India. Once the problems sub-

sided we came back. Only we know, 

how we survived. I make string hop-

pers and sell them and that is how 

says, Lakshmidevi, a resident of Thi-

rakadavoor.

-

men, resident at Sirimapura, points 

out that, they have to face a lot of dif-

Card. According to him, the procedure 

that was followed earlier on, when is-

suing the Fisheries Licenses has now 

changed completely.   

“Earlier, once a recommendation was 

given by the Fisheries Association, 

What is recommended by the Fisher-

Justice of the Peace, and then by the 

-

the Navy. This is not easy especially 

for Tamil people. At the same time, 

The reason being that there is a Navy 

camp set up there others get their work 

done through these people, by paying 

them something some people have 

made this into a source of income 

helpless due to this,” he said. 

Leelasena Galapaththi   E.A.G. Premajayantha            W.K. Roshan                    Ananda Moorthy                       Lakshmidevi
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Although the inner harbour coastal 

belt of Trincomalee is home to a good 

Navy, banned the coastal belt to the 

the Chinabay, Codbay area, said that 

this decision is unreasonable. 

“My entire family lived off this drag-

net. I do not know any other profes-

sion. I work with the drag-net in the 

lagoon area but not where there are 

vessels in the harbour. The drag-net, 

is hoisted from the land. The Navy 

point is located at the same place. We 

come to the beach after presenting 

our Identity Cards and we mentioned 

this to the Minister during the election 

time he said he will consider it but he 

never came, after the elections.”

At the discussions, which were head-

ed by the Chief Minister of the Eastern 

Province, Mr. Sivanesathurai Chan-

drakanthan, and held at the auditorium 

of the Provincial Council, on the Inner 

Harbour road, in Trincomalee recently, 

-

men the Commander in charge of the 

naval East area rear admiral Ananda 

Pieris said that, these restrictions and 

bans are imposed not to harass the 

-

because of this. At this time, supplies 

for the operations being conducted 

in the North are being sent by sea. 

As a result we are forced to impose 

these restrictions. We are making ar-

rangements to solve these problems 

through discussions. The situation is 

-

men to go out to sea at 2am. I have 

given instructions, that the checks on 

I believe that we will be able to 

change this situation entirely, in a very 

queries, they can talk to us directly 

through, the Fisheries Societies. This 

is not a situation that will remain the 

same forever. But due to the present 

security situation, there is no possibil-

harbour. I have clearly explained this 

-

nated that area as a high security zone 

for the protection of the harbour.”

Roshan Manjula, the Chairman of the 

Thirakadavoor, Vipulananda Fishing 

Society had this to say about the situ-

ation, “At present we have been given 

of 5 km between the Koneshwaran 

are present in this belt, only during six 

months of the year.  Subsequently, 

-

waran square and Lankapatuna until 

in that belt, that is in the lower sea 

(Ruhunu Sea) we do not have per-

is allowed in unprotected areas, not 

only in Valachchanei, Batticaloa, and 

Amparai but in Jaffna as well. We re-

quest the Government to give us the 

subject to the conditions of the Navy.” 

Fishing boat owners in the area are 

facing hardships due to the fact that 

radio messaging  equipment has 

been made compulsory on single-day 

vessels. They say that they cannot 

bear the cost of the equipment since it 

costs around Rs. 200,000. 

However, the Navy argue that if a boat 

owner can spend Rs. 1 million to buy 

in purchasing this equipment for Rs. 

200,000.

“We do not purchase a boat because 

we have cash in hand we get a loan 

from the bank. We take loans on in-

terest, and these boats were not 

purchased recently. If we could have 

carried out our job in the past, the Rs. 

200,000 would not have been that 

much for us. But now, this Rs. 200,000 

seems as if it is over a million rupees,” 

an owner of a single-day vessel, and 

a resident of Samudragama, Trinco-

malee.

GroundView also spoke to a Provin-

-

men, Mrs. Ariyawathie Galapaththi, 

was elected to the Provincial Coun-

community of the area. At the same 

-

ness. She said the Government would 

ban as soon as the Mullaitivu area 

was liberated. 

“The Mullaitivu area has not yet been 

liberated from the clutches of the ter-

rorists. Therefore the risk has not 

lessened in any way. I believe that 

before long, when the Mullaitivu area 

is liberated by the security forces, the 

Government will grant permission to 

sea at any time of the day. 

-

chase, radio messaging equipment 

for single-day vessels, in a hurry. At 

this point of time we have discussed 

with the banks about this matter, to 

provide the single-day vessel owners 

with a loan. I believe that in the com-

ing weeks it will be possible to obtain 

these loans,” said, Provincial Council 

Member Mrs. Ariyawathie Galapath-

thi.

“My husband was a fish 
merchant earlier. How-
ever, this time, books for 
the children were bought 
by pawning, the last  two 
bangles which remained 
at home, it is more than 
two years since we lost 
our livelihood. During 
the riots and problems, 
similar to the other Tam-
ils, we sold the boat en-
gines we had and went to 
India. Once the problems 
subsided we came back. 
Only we know, how we 
survived. I make string 
hoppers and sell them 
and that is how I find the 
money to run the home,” 
says, Lakshmidevi, a resi-
dent of Thirakadavoor.
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Creating a fraternity
among fisher people

The fisher folk have been adversely 
affected by the battles in coastal 
areas. The war has completely 
crippled their livelihood. The fishing 
times have been restricted and 
these restrictions have interrupted 
their daily routine of fishing which 
they have followed for the last so 
many years. The fishermen aban-
doned their boat engines, nets and 
all other fishing equipment as they 
had to leave their villages within 
one hour.

“Since we were told that we can 
come back to our villages in a day 
or two, we left with only what 
we could take with us. We never 
thought that we would be dis-
placed like this when we left the 
village that day. We trusted the 
military officers and left. It is nearly 
a one and half years since we were 
displaced. All the vessels which 
helped us to earn a living have 
been totally destroyed, some were 
robbed,  corroded, some were fully 
damaged in the  war operations,” 

Melani Manel Perera
Photos – Shamitha Roshan

Herman Kumara Convener of NAFSO 
&  General Secretary of World Forum 
for Fisher People (WFFP) . 

Handing over fisher Aids to Father Jayabalan
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said Benedict Croos who spoke on 
behalf of all the fishermen. 

About 1200 fisher and peasant 
families that lived in the villages of 
Aripputhurei, Silawathura, Mullik-
kulam belonging to the divisional 
secretariat of Musali, are now living 
in displaced camps in the Nanattan 
division. They have no equipment 
or gear to conduct their usual liveli-
hood. Though they received fishing 
gears they are required to fish 
during the day time. “What can we 
earn by fishing in the day time?” the 
fishermen questioned.     

“Where is the freedom for us? 
Though it is said that these areas 
have been cleared by government 
forces and is now under govern-

ment control, security checking is 
going on everywhere. We are not 
free to move about as and when 
we like.When can we go to our own 
land and live happily and freely? 

Even today these fishermen live 
amid uncertainty as to when and 
how they can be resettled.
But, the fruitful discussion held by 
the National Fisheries Solidarity 

movement (NAFSO) at Negombo 
together with the Rt. Rev. Dr. Ray-
appu Joseph, the Bishop of Man-
nar and some of the leaders of the 
fisher folk in Mannar on September 
2, 2008, could change that uncer-
tain situation of these fishermen. 
While extending helping hands, 
quick measures of relief were taken 
to give the needed assistance to 
these fishermen, but the approval 
from the Navy was given only for a 
limited quota of items to be distrib-
uted. 

Accordingly, on January 5, 2009, 
fishermen were given fishing gear 
and materials for repairing fish-
ing boats by the National Fisheries 
Solidarity (NAFSO) with the partici-
pation of the Divisional Secretary of 
Nanattan Division, Rev. Fr. Seeman-
pillai Jayabalan who is in charge of 
displaced people at the Divisional 
Secretariat Office at Nanattan. Fifty 
fishermen attended the simple 
function.

Among the fishing aids of which 
the total value was about Rs. 4 
million (US$ 38,000), there were 
mending materials of vessels worth 
Rs. 8,2100 , 4 engines with HP 9.9, 
11 engines with HP 08 and 135 fish-
ing nets. 

“We know that 
these aids are 
not sufficient, at 
the same time 
we as a people’s 
organization 
are not satis-
fied bringing 
only relief as-
sistance but we 
do understand 
how you feel 
when you lose 
your livelihood. 
We also feel the 
depth of your 
hunger. That is 
why we tried our 
best to extend 
a helping hand 
to rebuild your 
livelihood,”

Fisherman is mending his fishing net
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 “We know that these aids are not 
sufficient, at the same time we as a 
people’s organization are not satis-
fied bringing only relief assistance 
but we do understand how you feel 
when you lose your livelihood. We 
also feel the depth of your hunger. 
That is why we tried our best to ex-
tend a helping hand to rebuild your 
livelihood,” said Herman Kumara 
the Convener of NAFSO and the 
General Secretary of World Forum 
for Fisher People (WFFP) addressing 
the gathering. 

 “Our purpose is to build mutual 
understanding, unity and a frater-
nity among fisher people,” said Mr. 
Kumara

Speaking at the gathering the new 
divisional Secretary Chandraaiya 
said, “this is very limited to what 
displaced people receive from the 
Government. Some people are still 
living under trees and they have 
lost their energy and are ill. We 

need further aid for these people.” 
Further he said that he would take 
necessary steps immediately with 
the assistance of Father Jayabalan 
to distribute this aid among needy 
fishermen.

“They have no financial strength 
whatsoever either to repair or to 
buy new fishing gear which was 
severely damaged due to the war. 
It seems even the Government 
did not pay any attention to these 
people.”
 We came to know that except Cari-
tas-Valvuthyam a social institution 
of the Catholic Church of Mannar 
Diocese and few other NGOs had 
not come to the help of these 
people.

Even if the fishing gear were sup-
plied, under the present restrictions 
of allowing the fishermen to en-
gage in fishing only during the day 
time has made their jobs fruitless. 
As such it is very sad that their 

means of living have become so 
difficult. There is no market even for 
the fish they catch under so much 
pressure. They do not receieve a 
sufficient quota of fuel to run their 
boats.

Due to the war so many fisher 
women have become widows 
having lost their husbands, they 
are helpless in bringing up their 
children. Due to the lack of financial 
support the education of these 
children has been completely 
disrupted. So far no attention or a 
concrete plan of action has been 
geared towards these families.

Through this programme of Peace 
and Sustainable Development, initi-
ated a dialogue among the fisher 
folk displaced in the North the 
National Fisheries Solidarity move-
ment (NAFSO) is trying hard to heal 
and awaken the broken hearts of 
the people in the north in the name 
of humanity.
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The shell deposits in Hambantota, which are lo-
cated on a 200 acre compound in the Kivula area, 
belonging to the Divisional Secretariat of Am-
balanthota are about 3-10 feet from the ground 

surface level up to 15 feet deep and situated away from 
the coastal conservation zone. 
It is mentioned in history that, during the reign of King 
Kavantissa, the sea flowed inland and that the sea water 
which came inwards towards the land remained so with-
out flowing back into the sea, until Princess Viharama-
hadevi was sacrificed. The villagers believe the sea shell 
deposits came into being as a result of this sea water, 
remaining on land. However, archaeologists believe the 
origin of these shell deposits are a result of ancient man 
consuming shellfish and hence the shells accumulating in 
heaps of garbage. 

These shells are abundant in calcium carbonate and vil-
lagers have dug up the deposits and sold them as animal 
feed, never thinking about the damage that it would 
cause the environment. 
These shell deposits are converted into chicken feed with 
little concern for the environment or the damage caused 
by these actions.

The impact on the environment due to this process of 
converting these shell deposits into animal feed is varied. 
These shell deposits are situated within the Kalametiya, 
Sippi (Shell) Bird Sanctuary. These birds have been denied 
their sheltering places due to the jungle being cleared 
in order to dig the deposits. As a result the density of the 
bird population has decreased and a dearth in the arrival 
of migrating birds has also be seen. 

Of the overall area of the village these shell deposits, 
which are considered the largest in Sri Lanka, are situated 
on an area of about 8% of the land. 
However by now, these shell deposits have been almost 
completely destroyed. Only the opening excavated to 
get at the shells, remain as evidence of the fact that shell 
deposits were in existence at one time.
 Since the soil suitable for cultivation has been destroyed, 
it has turned into land that is no longer appropriate for 
planting of crops. Not only that, these huge openings fill 
with water during rains and breed mosquitoes and flies 
which pollute the environment. Although inhabitants 
of the area could benefit from this land which is being 
destroyed, what has taken place is a tragedy. 

sea shell deposits 
Tragedy of the Hambantota

Sudheshika Warnakulasuriya
Kivula
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Owner Driven Housing
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For the beneficiaries of the NPA/
Solidar owner driven housing 
project 2008 was a year of 
renewed hope as 640 individuals 

in the Ampara District saw the dream of 
a new home realized. 
Honouring  its commitment to 
the tsunami survivors of Sri Lanka, 
NPA/Solidar  sought approval from 
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to reallocate unspent donor 
money from the prematurely closed 
Post Tsunami Reconstruction and 
Community Development Programme 
in Vadamarachchi East to assist people 
in the East.
After discussions with donors and 
partners in the housing sector and 
scrutinizing information  provided by 
various authorities and data  collected 
on commitments by other INGOs and 
UNHABITAT, it became apparent that 
what was required was support for an 
owner driven housing intervention. 
The NPA/Solidar owner driven housing 
project, which commenced in June 
2007, focused on families that were 
recipients of government base grants 
but lacked further funds to complete 
their houses. The NPA/Solidar selection 
criteria prioritized the most vulnerable 
population, including female-headed 
households, the elderly, orphaned 
young adults and the disabled.
Selecting UNHABITAT as its implementing 
partner,  NPA/Solidar initially constructed 
475 houses at a cost of 190 MN LKR 
(approx. 1,900,000 USD). Following this, 
a further 165 houses were supported 
directly by NPA/Solidar in the last quarter 
of 2008 at a cost of 67,575,000 MN LKR 
(approx. 675,750 USD).

All  640 beneficiaries were screened and 
selected by the NPA/Solidar technical 

team from lists provided by the respective 
Divisional Secretaries. The team also 
provided  technical support, guidance 
and monitored  progress alongside 
community mobilizers and technical 
officers from UNHABITAT . Regular 
workshops, seminars and discussions 
were held to guide beneficiaries on 
how to achieve required quality, 
economically feasible construction and 
progress. In an area mostly  inhabited by 
both Muslim and Tamil communities the 
seminars also often included modules to 
aid capacity building, and to  promote 
peace, communal harmony and 
community participation among these 
communities.
The housing programme includes formal 
agreements between the Divisional 
Secretariat, UNHABITAT/NPA /Solidar and 
the beneficiaries with clauses aimed at 
preventing the  misuse of funds and also 
setting a time frame for work needed to 
complete each house. Allocated funds  
were  released directly to the bank 
account of the beneficiary in advance 
at specified time intervals. Progress 
was monitored by the technical team 
on a weekly basis. The project design 

allowed engagement with beneficiaries 
at all stages of construction through 
the Community Development Councils 
(CDC’s). In this way the beneficiaries 
were given a greater sense of ownership 
of the project, not only by providing 
labour for construction, but also being 
part of the decision making process 
NPA/Solidar, as part of its holistic 
approach  to tsunami reconstruction 
and rehabilitation and after careful 
preliminary studies, set up a parallel 
programme of infrastructure and job 
creation activities that directly and 
indirectly benefitted more than 3500 
tsunami affected people and an equal 
number of conflict affected families. 
UNHABITAT utilized NPA/Solidar funds 
and contributions from ILO and UNICEF 
to provide income generation activities 
in three DS Divisions. On priority 
recommendations by the CDC and ably 
guided by UNHABITAT and funded by 
NPA/Solidar, infrastructure facilities for 
a sum of 15,925,504.64 LKR ( approx. 
159,255 USD) was constructed in over 
four DS Divisions in the Ampara District.

Further, an initial batch of 25 
beneficiaries in the Ninthavur DS 

Owner Driven Housing

By Meryse Tissera

DS Division Number of 

Houses

constructed

Number of houses 

constructed in 

partnership with 

UNHABITAT

Number of houses 

constructed by NPA/

Solidar

Addalaichenai 40 40 0

Ninthavur 239 129 110

Pottuvil 245 215 30

Thirukkovil 116 91 25

Total 

Summary

640 475 165
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Division was selected to receive micro 
credit loans.
Housing construction in the 
Kakappukaddu village in the Pottuvil 
DS Division was complimented by 
the provision of sanitary facilities; 
392 beneficiaries lacking adequate 
toilet facilities received new toilets. 
In addition around 13 tube wells 
were constructed in partnership 
with Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency (ADRA) benefitting 
the communities of Pottuvil and 
Thirukkovil DS Divisions. NPA/Solidar 
together with implementing partner 
Solidar QIPs  provided 31 beneficiaries 
from Sangamam Girama, Pottuvil 
DS Division  with solar panels with 
complete electrical fittings and 
installations to cater for 5 lamps per 
household. 

Additional livelihood support was 
carried out by SAH/Solidar with NPA/

Solidar funds in the Pottuvil and 
Thirukkovil DS Divisions. Some of the 
activities carried out included the 
augmentation of a government stud 
centre in Thirukkovil 
and the funding of 
2 integrated farms 
in the Pottuvil area. 
Livelihood support for 
95 tsunami survivors, 
36 in Thirukkovil DS 
Division and 59 in 
Pottuvil DS Division was 
also provided through a 
cash grant of 35,000 LKR 
(approx. 350 USD) each.

With a roof over their 
heads in the New 
Year and improved 
opportunities to earn an 
income the beneficiaries 
of the NPA/Solidar 
owner driven housing 

projects have a new outlook on life and 
immense gratitude towards those who 
made this a reality. 

DESCRIPTION OF INFRASTRUCTURE 

WORK

COST (LKR)

Pre School at Pasarichenai 1,668,175.95

Drainage Channel Hithayapuram 224,000.00

Multipurpose Building at Kundumadu 2,078,865.00

Fish Market Stall at Komari 554,965.00

Kalappukaddu Soakage Pits / Toilets 3,045,400.00

Sarvodhayapuram  Main Electricity 

Supply

1,043,840.00

Bund Road at Sangamam Giramam

1 km long

870,550.00

Concrete Drainage Channel at 

Thambaddai

1,704,781.54

Multipurpose Building at Oluvil 1,911,915.00

Pre School with Library at Ninthavur 2,826,162.15

Total Value 15,925,504.64


