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1 – 2 GETTING RID OFWhat is development? 

Why is the UK Government 
involved? POVERTY WILL 
What is dFid? MAKE FOR A 

BETTER WORLD 
FOR EVERYBODY 

WHAT IS 
DEVELOPMENT? 

International development is about 
helping people fight poverty. This 
means people in rich and poor countries 
working together to settle conflicts, 
increase opportunities for trade, tackle 
climate change, improve people’s health 
and their chances to get an education. 

It means helping governments in 
developing countries put their own plans 
into action. It means agreeing debt relief, 
working with international institutions 
that co-ordinate support, and working 
with non-government organisations and 
charities to give communities a chance to 
find their own ways out of poverty. 
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WHY IS THE UK 
GOVERNMENT 
INVOLVED? 
Getting rid of poverty will make for a 
better world for everybody. Nearly a 
billion people, one in six of the world’s 
population, live in extreme poverty. 
This means they live on less than $1 
a day. Ten million children die before 
their fifth birthday, most of them from 
preventable diseases. More than 113 
million children in developing countries 
do not go to school. 

In a world of growing wealth, such 
levels of human suffering and wasted 
potential are not only morally wrong, 
they are also against our own interests. 

We are closer to people in developing 
countries than ever before. We trade 
more and more with people in poor 
countries, and many of the problems 
which affect us – conflict, international 
crime, refugees, the trade in illegal 
drugs and the spread of diseases – are 
caused or made worse by poverty in 
developing countries. 

In the last 10 years Britain has more 
than trebled its spending on aid to 
nearly £7 billion a year. We are now the 
fourth largest donor in the world. 

WHAT IS 
DFID? 

DFID, the Department for International 
Development, is the part of the UK 
Government that manages Britain’s aid 
to poor countries and works to get rid of 
extreme poverty. 

We work towards achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals – a set of 
targets agreed by the United Nations to 
halve global poverty by 2015. 

With 64 offices overseas DFID staff work 
in some of the most difficult places in 
the world to protect the vulnerable and 
help countries recover from conflict. We 
work with organisations like the United 
Nations, European Union and the World 
Bank to find international solutions 
to international problems. We give 
money and other help to governments 
in developing countries to support their 
own action plans to reduce the number 
of people living in poverty. And we fund 
charities, including the British Red Cross, 
VSO and Oxfam, to work directly with 
communities. 

We spend our money where it is most 
needed and where it will make the 
most difference and every year the UK 
Government helps cut the number of 
people living in poverty by three million. 



KEY
FACTS

26,338 Km2

9.3 million 

school population do not 
complete the full 6 years of 
primary education

Less than two-thirds of the 
population have access to an 
improved water source

Less than a quarter of the 
population have access to 
improved sanitation 

46 years 
(78 years in the UK)

1 in 7 children die before 
their 5th birthday

More than one fifth of all 
children under five have 
chronic malnutrition

approximately £250 
(£22,000 in the UK)

More than 5 million people 
live below the national 
poverty line – meaning they 
cannot meet their basic needs

Every three hours a woman 
dies in childbirth
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WHY WE ARE 
WORKING IN 
RWANDA 
Rwanda is a small landlocked country the size of Wales, situated 
in the Great Lakes region of east-central Africa and bordering Size: Average life 
Uganda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
Tanzania. Home to approximately 10 million people, Rwanda 
support the densest population in Africa, with most of the Population: 

expectancy: 

people engaged in subsistence agriculture. 

At the end of 1994, following forty years However, given where the country was •	 	Almost half the primary • 
of ethnic divisions, economic collapse, in 1994, progress has been remarkable. 
conflict and a genocide that left nearly Poverty levels have fallen from 70% of 

• 1 million Rwandans dead, the country’s the population in 1994 to 57% in 2006; 
infrastructure had been destroyed, there have been large increases in access 
and a further 3 million Rwandans were to health and education; and economic • 
refugees. Although Rwanda has largely 
moved on from the post conflict period, 

growth rates have averaged 6.4% over 
the last 5 years. Moving forward, the UK Average annual 

the legacy of the genocide and the 
civil war is evident in many important 

Government wants to help Rwanda 
build a more prosperous, fair, and • 

income per head: 

respects: levels of poverty remain very peaceful future. 
high; one in seven children die before 
their fifth birthday; and one woman 
dies every three hours in pregnancy • 
or childbirth. 

• 

MORE THAN 
FIVE MILLION 
PEOPLE LIVE 
BELOW THE 
NATIONAL 
POVERTY LINE 

More than 80% of Rwandans depend on 
agriculture for their living 

OVER THE PAST DECADE, 

THE ECONOMY HAS GROWN

BY AN AVERAGE OF 8% A YEAR
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already achieved 
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WE SUPPORT PROGRAMMES 
TO ENABLE MORE GIRLS AND 
BOYS TO COMPLETE NINE 
YEARS OF GOOD qUALITY 
BASIC EDUCATION 
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THE GOOD NEWS 

Rwanda has made a remarkable recovery from the devastation 
caused by the 1994 genocide and civil war. Political stability has 
been matched by economic stability and stable growth rates. 
In recent years DFID has helped by: 

•	 Being Rwanda’s largest bilateral 
donor, contributing over £380 
million of aid in the last ten 
years. This has helped reduce the 
percentage of people living in 
poverty from 70% in 1994 to 57% 
in 2006 

•	 Working to strengthen Rwanda’s 
system of government so it plans 
and spends its budget well, and 
can be held to account for public 
spending by parliament and other 
oversight institutions, like the 
Ombudsman 

•	 Contributing £14.5 million to 
the education sector since 2002, 
including support for teachers, 
textbooks and classrooms. 
These additional funds were key 
in introducing fee-free primary 
schools, which led to nearly 400,000 

•	 Helping the Government to 
reform the civil service, including 
decentralisation which has improved 
access to essential services such as 
water, health, and education for the 
80% of the population who live in 
the rural areas 

additional children enrolling in • Offering care and treatment to over 
primary school between 2003 and 1000 HIV/AIDS infected women 
2006 – with as many girls enrolled survivors of the 1994 genocide 
as boys 

•	 Supporting efforts to strengthen 
the electoral system, including the 
organisation of elections cycles 
in 2003 and 2008, and the first 
parliament in the world with more 
than 50% women 

BUT… 
…there’s still a lot of work to do to meet Rwanda’s target to 
reduce poverty by another 20% in the next five years, and 
to ensure that far fewer mothers die in childbirth, and more 
children survive past their 5th birthday 

400,000 
ADDITIONAL 
CHILDREN 
ENROLLING 

SCHOOL 
BETWEEN 2003 
AND 2006 

WE HAVE 
SUPPORTED 
NEARLY 

IN PRIMARY 
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HOW WE ARE 
WORKING IN 
RWANDA 
We’ve already provided Rwanda around £380 million in aid over 
the past 10 years and it’s been money well spent. For example, 
we helped rebuild Rwanda’s tax and revenue agency with £27m 
of support over the last 9 years - the Rwanda Revenue Authority 
now collects that sum in tax revenues every 6 weeks 

The bilateral relationship between micro-credit in the poorest areas 
the UK and Rwandan Governments of Rwanda 
is set out in a 10-year Memorandum • Developing the financial sector so 
of Understanding. This contains that poor people have access to 
the commitments made by the two basic financial services such as 
governments for the period 2006-2016 savings, loans and insurance 
and provides a framework for mutual 
accountability. Our support to Rwanda • Helping to improve transport 
is expected to rise from £46m in 2008 to corridors and energy connections 
£55m in 2011, and we have developed a which will encourage regional trade 
Country Plan for the period 2008-2012 and Rwanda’s integration into the 
that will help: East African Community 

ACCELERATE AND GIVE PEOPLE BETTER 
SUSTAIN ECONOMIC ACCESS TO HEALTH AND 
GROWTH THAT BENEFITS EDUCATION BY 
THE POOR THROUGH 

•	 Supporting the implementation 
•	 Contributing to the Government of 

Rwanda’s budget to finance 
development expenditures 

of the Government’s educational 
programmes to enable more girls and 
boys to complete nine years of good 

•	 Supporting land tenure reform that quality basic education. 

will give poor men and women • Expanding the opportunities for 
the security to invest in new tools, post-basic education, including 
fertilisers, crops and technologies technical and vocational education 
which will increase agricultural and training 
productivity and protect their land 
from soil erosion and climate change • Improving the way that money is 

spent in the health sector so that 
•	 Providing employment opportunities, more goes to those services that poor 

social assistance, and access to people most use, which will help 

bring down maternal and child 

mortality rates


BUILD A CAPABLE 
AND ACCOUNTABLE 
STATE THAT 
•	 Gives citizens access to basic 

services by strengthening local 
administrations 

•	 Uses democratic systems and civil 
society organisations to make sure 
that the Government of Rwanda is 
accountable to its people 

•	 Provides an environment conducive 
to private sector development, which 
also promotes civil and political rights, 
gender equality, access to justice and 
security 

ENSURE THAT THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY WORKS 
BETTER TOGETHER BY 
•	 Active participation in aid co

ordination groups and meetings 

•	 Continued support to the One UN 
reform programme which will lead to 
a more efficient and cost-effective UN 
country presence in Rwanda 

•	 Supporting better measurement of 
results by the National Institute of 
Statistical Research, and through 
working with NGOs to monitor the 
development impact of programmes 

 

Juliette, a 25 years farmer is spraying her Japanese prunes plants. . 

WE SUPPORT FINANCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT SO THAT 
POOR PEOPLE HAVE ACCESS 
TO BASIC FINANCIAL 
SERVICES SUCH AS SAVINGS, 
LOANS AND INSURANCE 

Fruit farming can provide a great increase in households’ income. 
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Throughout 2007, DFID consulted widely in Rwanda and in 
the UK about what to include in our new Country Plan for 
Rwanda during 2008-2012. We had extensive discussions with 
government ministries, other development partners, civil 
society and the private sector. We also drew on a wide range of 
information, including previous evaluations of DFID Rwanda 
programmes and National Audit Office reports on DFID’s budget 
support to Rwanda. 

Our Country Plan is based on Rwanda’s Donor support makes up almost half of 
own Economic Development and the government budget, contributing to 
Poverty Reduction Strategy which sets the country’s success in raising economic 
out development goals to 2012. The growth and improving delivery of 
Government provides strong leadership services to the poor. We have decided 
for the implementation of the Strategy. to continue to contribute to Rwanda’s 

We have based our strategic choices 	 national budget, accompanied by 

on firm evidence. For example, the 	 provision of technical expertise, as our 
main form of assistance to Rwanda UK National Audit Office report 

on budget support concluded that during the next four years. 

DFID’s contributions to the Rwanda We have also carefully considered our 
Government’s budget had substantially current and future staffing and financial 
increased the financial resources resources in our planning. We are 
available to the Government and confident that we have the necessary 
strengthened its ability to implement resources and expertise to help the 
its economic growth and poverty Government and people of Rwanda 
reduction programmes. tackle some of the main underlying 

causes of conflict and poverty in 
the country 

POVERTY LEVELS HAVE FALLEN FROM 
70% OF THE POPULATION IN 1994 TO 
57% IN 2006 

Maria proudly showing her land titles received through the DFID funded land 
regularisation programme. 
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WHAT WILL

CHANGE?

Our vision reflects the UK’s commitment to meeting the global 

targets to reduce poverty and the Millennium Development 


11 – 12 Goals as well as Rwanda’s long term development aspirations. 

Achieving our goals in Rwanda means: 


What Will chanGe? 
ACCELERATING AND GIVING PEOPLE BETTER HELPING GOVERNMENT 
SUSTAINING AN ACCESS TO HEALTH AND BECOME MORE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH EDUCATION AND OTHER EFFECTIVE: 
RATE THAT BENEFITS SERVICES, RESULTING IN: • More accountable Government THE POOR, RESULTING IN: • 7,000 fewer infants dying each year 	 which works in the interest of all 
•	 An anticipated increase in the GDP by 2012 citizens, with successful presidential CASE STUDYelections in 2010 growth rate to 6% for 2012 • A decline in maternal mortality from 	 CASH PROTECTION FOR •	 Around one million fewer people 750 per 100,000 in 2006 to 600 per 


living in extreme poverty in Rwanda 100,000 by 2012

by 2012	 • Around two million more people 

•	 Better public financial management 
systems so that more public money is RWANDA’S POOR 
used to benefit the population 

in Rwanda have access to water • Better services to poor people 	 dFid is backing the rwandan ENSURING THAT THE 
INTERNATIONAL by 2012	 throughout Rwanda in key areas such Government’s vision 2020 Umurenge 

as health, education, infrastructure programme (vUp) the purpose of COMMUNITY WORKS • Over two million more people in 
and agriculture BETTER TOGETHER, Rwanda have access to hygienic which is to reduce the number of RESULTING IN:	 sanitation facilities by 2012. 

rwandans living in extreme poverty. •	 A more effective and efficient United • Around three quarters of a million 
Nations programme in Rwanda as more adults in Rwanda are literate by it helps to protect the poor from 
health, education, infrastructure 2012, including at least half a million shocks, such as sudden price rises 
and agriculture more women and help to build people’s long-term 

• Greater sharing of resources between • An increase in primary school earning capacity. the vUp provides Development Partners and an completion rates from 52% in 2006 
increase in the efficiency and impact to 100% by 2012 cash transfers to households without 
of aid in Rwanda	 land or ability to work as well as 

increasing access to savings and credit 
services for poor people. 
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Get informed: 

Get people talking, start discussions with your friends. 

Buy fairly-traded goods: 

Give money: 

Give your time: 

if you have specialist skills, or help raise funds. 

DFID Rwanda 
British Embassy 

Parcelle No. 1131 
Boulevard de l’Umuganda 

Kacyiru Sud 
PO Box 576 

Kigali 

Fax: +250 252 585286 
or visit: 

Designed by Cog Design for DFID. 

REF: CP5 ISBN: 1 86192 993 5 

MORE INFORMATION 
WHAT CAN I DO? 

Visit our website, read our publications and check aid agency websites. 

spread the word: 

if you’re at school: 
Why not look into a school linking project? 

To help people in developing countries work their own way out of poverty. 

protect the environment: 
Climate change presents a serious threat to development. 

To charities working to reduce poverty. 

To an organisation like VSO. 

and, during a disaster, give money, volunteer 

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 
This booklet forms part of a series to explain DFID’s work around the world. 

For more detailed information about DFID’s work visit: 
www.dfid.gov.uk 

For more information about 
dFid rwanda write to us at: 

email: enquiries@dfid.gov.uk 
tel: + 250 252 585280/1/2/3 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/countries/africa/rwanda.asp 

06/09 500 Printed on recycled material containing 
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