
Statistical Release 
Provisional UK Official Development Assistance as a 

proportion of Gross National Income, 2009 

The Department for International Development (DFID) has published provisional 

statistics on UK Official Development Assistance (ODA) as a proportion of Gross 

National Income (ODA:GNI) in 2009. 

UK Official Development Assistance 2009 – overall levels (See also Tables 1,2) 

•	 UK ODA accounted for 0.52 per cent of UK Gross National Income (GNI) in 2009, 

compared with 0.43 per cent in 2008; this is the highest level of the ODA:GNI 

ratio since the United Nations target of 0.7% was set in 1970. 

•	 UK ODA in 2009 is estimated at £7,365 million compared with the 2008 figure of 

£6,356 million; this is the highest level of UK ODA ever recorded 

•	 UK ODA excluding debt relief as a proportion of GNI was 0.51 percent in 2009 

compared with 0.40 per cent in 2008. 

•	 UK ODA excluding debt relief in 2009 is estimated at £7,329 million, an increase 

on the equivalent 2008 figure of £5,944 million. 

Within the UK ODA total: 

•	 Bilateral expenditure increased to £4,974 million in 2009 from £4,072 

million in 2008. 

•	 Excluding debt relief, bilateral ODA was £4,937 million in 2009 

compared with £3,749 million in 2008. 

•	 ODA contributions to multilateral organisations such as the United 

Nations, European Commission, the World Bank and other regional 

banks increased to £2,391 million in 2009 from £2,284 million in 2008. 
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UK bilateral ODA by region1 (See also Table 3) 

•	 UK bilateral ODA to Africa increased to £1,738 million in 2009 from £1,434 

million in 2008. 

•	 UK bilateral ODA to Sub-Saharan Africa increased to £1,559 million in 2009 from 

£1,303 million in 2008. 

•	 UK bilateral ODA to.Asia in 2009 fell to £1,246 million from  £1,647 million in 

2008; this decline is largely explained by the inclusion of Iraq debt relief in the 

2008 figures. 

Make-up of UK ODA by Government Department (See also Table 4) 

•	 DFID ODA has increased to £6,447 million in 2009 from £5,445 million in 

2008. 

•	 The net non-DFID contribution to ODA was £918 million in 2009 compared to 

a contribution of £912 million in 2008. 

Table 1: UK Official Development Assistance 2008-2009 £ millions 

2008 2009 
Total ODA 6,356 7,365 
of which bilateral ODA 4,072 4,974 
of which contributions to 
multilateral institutions 2,284 2,391 
ODA as proportion of GNI 0.43% 0.52% 

Debt Relief 362 37 

ODA excluding Debt Relief 5,944 7,329 
of which bilateral ODA 3,749 4,937 
of which contributions to 
multilateral institutions 2,194 2,391 
ODA, excluding debt relief, as 
proportion of GNI 0.40% 0.51% 

1 2009 values for bilateral spending by region exclude some spending that has not yet been 
allocated at a country or regional level but will appear in final regional figures; 
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Table 2: UK ODA levels since 19702 

Year 
ODA, 
£m 

ODA 
as % 
of GNI Year 

ODA, 
£m 

ODA as 
% of 
GNI 

1970 186 0.36 1990 1485 0.27 
1971 231 0.40 1991 1815 0.32 
1972 243 0.38 1992 1848 0.31 
1973 246 0.34 1993 1945 0.31 
1974 307 0.40 1994 2089 0.31 
1975 388 0.39 1995 2029 0.29 
1976 487 0.39 1996 2050 0.27 
1977 638 0.44 1997 2096 0.26 
1978 763 0.46 1998 2332 0.27 
1979 1016 0.51 1999 2118 0.24 
1980 797 0.35 2000 2974 0.32 
1981 1081 0.43 2001 3179 0.32 
1982 1028 0.37 2002 3281 0.31 
1983 1061 0.35 2003 3847 0.34 
1984 1070 0.33 2004 4302 0.36 
1985 1180 0.33 2005 5926 0.47 
1986 1185 0.31 2006 6770 0.51 
1987 1142 0.28 2007 4921 0.36 
1988 1485 0.32 2008 6356 0.43 
1989 1578 0.31 2009 7365 0.52 

Table 3: UK bilateral ODA by region 2008-2009, £ millions 

Total ODA 
2008 2009 Change 

Africa 1434 1738 +304 
Of which, Sub-Saharan Africa 1303 1559 +257 
Asia 1647 1246 -401 
Rest of the World 108 83 -24 
Non-region specific3 883 1906 +1023 

2 The United Nations target for donors to give 0.7% of their Gross National Income (GNI) as 
ODA was endorsed in 1970. Prior to the setting of the target the UK ODA:GNI ratio reached 
0.59 in 1961 the highest level ever recorded. 
3 2009 values reported here include spending that has not yet been allocated at a country or 
regional level; final figures will show higher values against all regions and lower levels of non-
region specific ODA. 
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Table 4: DFID and Non-DFID ODA 2008-2009, £ millions 

2008 2009 
Total DFID ODA 5,445 6,447 

Non-DFID ODA 912 918 
Of which: 
Conflict Pools4 107 103 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 154 169 
Environment Transformation Fund (Department of 
Energy & Climate Change)5 0 150 
CDC Group PLC net investments 172 213 
Debt Relief (Export Credit Guarantee Department) 280 17 
EC Attribution (non DFID) 104 115 
Other6 94 152 

4 From 2009/10 the Conflict Prevention Pool, the Stabilisation Aid Fund and Discretionary 
Peacekeeping were merged into a single Conflict Pool managed by DFID, the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defence. Figures shown here exclude DFID 
contributions already included in DFID spending line. 
5 UK contributions to the Environment Transformation Fund are managed jointly by DFID and 
DECC. Figures shown here exclude identical payment made by DFID already included in 
DFID spending line. 
6 For full list of other contributing organisations see background notes 
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Background Notes 

Sources 

1. These statistics were collected from administrative systems within DFID and 

other UK government departments and agencies which have ODA eligible 

expenditure. The full list of contributing departments and agencies is shown below: 

• CDC Group PLC 

• Department for Business Innovation and Skills 

• Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

• Department of Energy and Climate Change 

• Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

• Department of Health 

• Department for Work and Pensions 

• Export Credit and Guarantee Department 

• Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

• Ministry of Defence 

• Scottish Government 

2. In addition the ODA figures include the UK share of the ODA eligible 

proportion of the development budget of the European Commission and an estimate 

of the additional aid provided by UK non-governmental organisations funded through 

gift-aid contributions. 

3. GNI figures used here are taken from UK National Accounts data published 

by the Office for National Statistics on 30 March. 

Definitions & Coverage 

4. The UK is a member of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development’s (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC) which is a forum 

for consultation among 22 donor countries and the European Commission. The DAC 

sets the definitions and classifications for reporting on ODA internationally. As a DAC 

member the UK is committed to transparent reporting of development assistance in a 

way that permits international comparisons. 
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5. ODA is the internationally agreed classification of aid. It is defined as flows to 

developing countries and multilateral organisations provided by official agencies or 

by their executive agencies, each transaction of which meets the following criteria: 

•	 It is administered with the promotion of the economic development and 

welfare of developing countries as its main aim 

•	 It is concessional in character and conveys a grant element of at least 25 per 

cent. 

6. The UK ODA figures currently do not include a small element of ODA eligible 

expenditure – the in donor country costs of supporting refugees from developing 

countries. The OECD DAC is currently reviewing the relevant section of the reporting 

directives to improve consistency across donors. The UK is contributing to this work 

to help improve the comparability of donor figures. 

7. The UK ODA figures also do not include imputed student costs i.e. the 

estimated costs of educating students from developing nations in donor countries. 

Such expenditure is also permitted under DAC rules and included by most other 

donors. However DFID does not believe that there is any UK expenditure which 

qualifies under a strict application of the existing directives in this area. 

8. The United Nations has a target that donors should give 0.7% of their Gross 

National Income (GNI) as ODA. The UK has agreed to reach this target by 2013 and 

the Government has recently published a draft Bill to make this commitment binding. 

9. The classification of bilateral and multilateral ODA is based on DAC 

definitions. On the whole, aid that is earmarked to a particular country or sector is 

bilateral ODA, whereas core contributions to international agencies are multilateral 

ODA. When core contributions are provided to multilateral agencies, it is not 

possible to directly track the funding to the country or sector level. 

Methodological issues 

10. The figures provided in this release are considered provisional and subject to 

revision later in the year. The following paragraphs attempt to provide users with a 

view on the level of precision in the estimates and likely extent of future revisions. 

6




11. The majority of UK ODA is delivered through DFID’s budget. The 2002 

International Development Act makes reducing poverty the core purpose of UK aid. 

As such, the vast majority of DFID aid expenditure is included in ODA; only a small 

amount of expenditure on non-ODA eligible countries and multilateral institutions is 

excluded. The figures presented here are drawn directly from DFID’s own financial 

systems and can be considered to be close to final. However data from April to 

December remain subject to full formal financial audit at the end of the 2009-10 

financial year. 

12. Similarly the remaining ODA outside of DFID’s budget is drawn from other 

financial systems and will be subject to future audit. In addition, the information 

provided by other government departments at this stage is provided in aggregate 

form. Detailed information on individual projects and programmes contributing to the 

overall aggregates will be provided to DFID to enable it to complete a full return to 

the DAC in line with its Creditor Reporting System directives later in the year. This 

will enable a more precise assessment of the ODA-eligibility of each programme both 

by DFID and the DAC. 

13. The EC Attribution is an attributed share of the EC’s External Assistance 

Budget based on total UK contributions to the EC. Each budget line within the 

External Assistance Budget is attributed to either DFID or other UK government 

departments based on the overall aim of that budget line. The EC Attribution used in 

this release is a provisional estimate of the UK share based on published 2008 ODA 

proportions, 2009 £:€ exchange rates and an estimate for the overall UK share of the 

EC budget from a comparison of economic growth rates across member states. 

14. The provisional estimates also include an estimate of the additional aid 

provided by the UK voluntary sector through gift aid contributions which is allowed to 

score as ODA. The final estimates will be derived from a survey of relevant 

organisations later in the year. Figures included here are the original projections for 

this element made as part of the Comprehensive Spending Review in 2007. 

15. GNI figures are also subject to revision. 
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16. In line with DAC guidelines the estimates presented here remain subject to 

revision until next year. But historically the extent of any revision has been no more 

than +/- 0.01% to the provisional ODA:GNI ratio. 
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Timing & Releases 

15. Final 2009 ODA data will be available in the 2010 edition of Statistics on 

International Development (SID), which will be available from the DFID website or 

from the ONS publications Hub in September/ October 2010. The final publication 

date for SID will be pre-announced on the ONS Hub. 

16. Provisional ODA statistics for all members of the OECD will be published by 

the OECD DAC between 19th and 22nd April 2010. A summary of the UK data in the 

form provided to the DAC is reproduced as Annex A. 

National Statistics 

17. The United Kingdom Statistics Authority has designated these statistics as 

National Statistics, in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Service Act 

2007 and signifying compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 

18. Designation can be broadly interpreted to mean that the statistics: 

• meet identified user needs; 

• are well explained and readily accessible; 

• are produced according to sound methods; and 

• are managed impartially and objectively in the public interest. 

19. Once statistics have been designated as National Statistics it is a statutory 

requirement that the Code of Practice shall continue to be observed. 

20. For information on the work of the UK Statistics Authority visit: 

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk 

Contacts 

For media enquiries please contact the DFID Press Office on 0207 023 0600 

For enquiries (non-media) about the information contained in this Statistical Release, 
or for more detailed information, please contact: 

Kenny Osborne 
Senior Statistics Adviser, Finance and Corporate Performance Division 
DFID 
Eaglesham Road 
East Kilbride G75 8EA 
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Tel: 01355 84 3436


Email: enquiry@dfid.gov.uk 

For further information on development issues and DFID policies, please contact:

Public Enquiry Point: 0845 300 4100

E-mail: enquiry@dfid.gov.uk
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Annex A: UK Official Developent Assistance: data for inclusion in global ODA 
report of the OECD Development Assistance Committee, April 2010 

2008 2009 
£m £m 

Official Development Assistance, net 6356 7365 
Bilateral ODA, net 4072 4974 
Bilateral grants and grant-like flows 3904 4558 

of which: a. Technical co-operation 629 493 
b. Food aid 89 8 
c. Humanitarian aid 369 469 
d. Debt relief grants 304 37 
e. Aid to NGOs 191 207 
f. Administrative costs 256 245 

Bilateral loans, net 167 416 

Contributions to multilateral organisations, net 2284 2391 
a. United Nations. 241 295 
b. EU institutions. 1124 1201 
c. World Bank 624 580 
d. Regional development banks and funds 174 172 
e. Other 121 143 
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