
 

 

KENYA: FLOODS 16 May 2007 
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigour, compassion and empathy 
to the victims of disaster and those at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries.  

In Brief 
This Information Bulletin (no. 1/2007) reflects the information available at this time. For further 
information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
 
• Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org 

Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.60.86.81/13 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 
• Dr. Asha Mohamed, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 

mohamed.asha@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.60.86.81/13 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 
• Mr. Ahmed Abdi, Acting Head of Department, Disaster Preparedness and Response, Kenya Red Cross 

Society; Email; abdi.ahmed@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.60.86.81 Fax 
254.20.60.35.89 

• Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; info@kenyaredcross.org 
Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.60.86.81/13 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at http://www.ifrc.org 
 
The Situation 
Heavy rainfall was experienced in various parts 
of Kenya leading to flash floods in Western and 
Coast regions in the past few days and weeks. 
Four people lost their lives and over 3,000 
people displaced in Coast Province. In Western 
Province over 3,600 people were displaced by 
floods. Other parts of the country are also 
experiencing heavy rainfall, raising further fears 
of flooding and displacement of people. The 
heavy rains have disrupted normal activities and 
destroyed property of unknown value, crops and 
infrastructure. There is also fear of disease outbreak of malaria, diarrhoea and cholera.  
 
Coast Province 
In Mombasa, a heavy storm on the night of 12th May 2007 left a trail of destruction and flooding. Two 
children in Bamburi area were feared dead when the house they were living in collapsed on them, while 
one person is undergoing treatment at a local dispensary after he sustained injuries during the storm. 

A broken dyke being repaired
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Another two children died on 14th May 2007 when their house, in Magogoni area of Kisauni, was swept 
away.  

 
In Likoni, 130 families were affected when a heavy storm blew off 34 houses. 12 of the houses were 
destroyed in Jamvi la Wageni and 22 houses in Mbomani. The water levels have risen in Bombolulu and 
Mishomoroni area. Flooding will be expected if the rains persisted.  
 
In Kilifi, heavy rainfall was recorded between 11th and 14th May 2007. The road from Kaloleni to Kilifi 
was cut off at Kajembe area. 45 houses were either submerged or damaged or totally destroyed in 
Kikambala, Kilifi town and Kisumu Ndogo area, displacing 500 families. Bahari Primary School also 
collapsed and affected normal learning. The displaced families have been accommodated by their 
neighbours. There are concerns that diseases such as malaria, diarrhoea and cholera may occur. In 
Magharini, the Parliamentary and Civic voting exercise was marred by heavy rainfall. Trucks carrying 
ballot boxes could not access most of the polling stations due to the intense flooding and impassable 
roads. The voting process had to delay in various stations prompting the government to deploy 
helicopters to ferry the ballot boxes. In some areas, the helicopters could not find landing spots.  
 
Western Province 
Earlier at the end of April 2007, Budalang’i 
Division in Busia District received heavier than 
normal rainfall that led to an increase in the water 
levels in River Nzoia and the eventual bursting of its 
banks. The southern dyke, measures approximately 
17.8kms, and which had been put up to prevent 
flooding, broke down around Makunda Secondary 
School. Approximately 600 families were displaced 
and 63 houses submerged.  
 
The displaced and affected persons camped at 
Makunda Primary and Secondary schools without 
food, shelter and clothing. Many areas around the 
division were also submerged under water.  
 
Red Cross Action 
The National Society’s Mombasa Branch distributed soap, jerricans, tarpaulins, blankets, kitchen sets 
and mosquito nets to 62 families affected by the floods. The Branch later distributed non-food items to 
another 68 families. In Kilifi, the National Society distributed 50 blankets, 20 tarpaulins, 4 bags of rice, 3 
boxes of bar soap and 2 boxes of cooking oil. The National Society also carried out an assessment to 
identify the damaged houses and the number of people requiring further assistance. 45 families have 
been identified in Kikambala and the Branch is planning a distribution exercise.  
 
In Busia, the National Society’s volunteers carried out mobilisation and resettled those displaced on safer 
grounds. They also held counselling sessions for the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) that had lost 
their property, especially women. After the IDPs were settled at the Makunda camp, the National 
Society’s volunteers distributed non-food and food items to 600 displaced families. They items are;  
 
ITEMS QTY DISTRIBUTED  ITEMS QTY DISTRIBUTED 
Blankets 1,200 pcs  Soap 600 pcs 
Mosquito Nets 600 pcs  Aqua tabs 30,000  
Tarpaulins 600 pcs  Unimix 60 Bags 
Jerricans/Buckets 600 pcs  Kitchen Sets 600 pcs 

Red Cross volunteers distributing relief items in Busia.
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Coordination 
In Kilifi, the District Officer discussed with all the stakeholders in the area, including the National 
Society, on response measures.  
 
In Busia, the National Society is collaborating with the Ministry of Health and MSF-Spain. The Busia 
Branch set up a mobile team of medical personnel to educate the IDPs on proper hygiene and sanitation 
practices in the camps. A medical camp was established at Makunda Secondary School. A mobile VCT 
centre was also set up at Mukhobola Health Centre where clients on ARVs and Septrin were referred for 
medical services. Food donations were received from Busia County Council through the District 
Commissioner’s office.  
 
The government, through the National Youth Service (NYS), repaired the broken section of the dyke at 
Makunda Secondary School using gunny bags filled with sand. The NYS opened up channels to control 
the flow of water. Through the District Commissioner, the Branch received and distributed the following 
food items from the Busia County Council; 30 jerricans of Ufuta cooking oil (each 20 litres), 50 bales of 
maize flour and 10 bags of rice (each 50 kgs).  


