
GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 
 

GIEWS Country Brief 
Ecuador       

  
Reference Date: 06-April-2010 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• Heavy rains caused flooding and affected nearly 5 thousand 

families in the country's coastal provinces 
• Government is supporting 2010 wheat production to increase 

average yields 

Heavy rains end prolonged dry weather conditions 
Prolonged drought conditions affected the country in the last months of 
2009, in particular the province of Manabí where important staple crops 
such as maize and beans have reported some localized losses. 
 
Then, in February, heavy showers caused floods and landslides. The 
most affected provinces were Esmeraldas, Manabí, El Oro, Guayas 
and Los Ríos, where almost 70 percent of the total annual maize 
production is concentrated. 
 
Harvesting of 2010 winter maize, mainly yellow is scheduled to start in 
May. Despite localized damages to newly born plants caused by the 
reported flooding, planted area, approximately 430 000 hectares, is 
very similar to previous year. 

Driven by government measures, planting the 2010 
wheat crop is approaching completion 
In northern and central highlands, planting of 2010 main wheat crop is 
almost complete and sowed area is similar to the average level of the 
last five years. However, government incentive programs, including the 
distribution of improved seeds and subsidies for the purchase of 
agricultural inputs, are expected to boost average yields and increase 
production. 
 
Similarly, planting of the first 2010 rice crop, which represents almost 
75 percent of total production, is recently completed in coastal 
provinces. The area planted is reported at 330 000 hectares, a level 
similar to the average of the last three years. . 

Increased domestic demand for wheat in 2009/10 
Cereal import requirements for marketing year 2009/10 (July/June) are 
forecast to slightly increase compared to the level of 2008/09, mainly 
due to the high domestic demand of wheat and wheat products, 
favoured by more stable international prices, and wider dissemination 
of school feeding programmes.  
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