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DROUGHT 

 
Effects of drought in Stroeder, Argentina. Source 
(AP Photo) 

 ARGENTINA:  Argentina declared an agricultural 
emergency as it confronts one of the worst droughts 
in decades, with estimate losses of USD 4 billion.   
Several regions of Argentina, including the provinces 
of Buenos Aires, Cordoba, La Pampa and Entre Rios, 
have been hit by the worst drought since 1971, 
according to the country's national weather service. 
Under the emergency measures, producers who 
have lost at least half of their harvest or herd will be 
exempt from paying most taxes for a year.   
 

Source: BBC News 

 

 

EARTHQUAKE 
PERU:  A 5.8 earthquake struck the coast of central 

Peru on Monday and shook buildings in the capital of 

Lima, but there were no immediate reports of 

damages or injuries. The U.S. Geological Survey 

initially said a 5.8 magnitude quake hit near the 

town of Chincha Alta, and later downgraded it to 5.5 

magnitude. It struck at 1753 GMT about 110 miles 

(177 km) south south-east of Lima. Startled 

residents fled from their homes in towns along the 

central coast, according to local radio. A massive 8.1 

magnitude quake hit the same region on Aug. 15, 

2007, killing hundreds of people. 

 

Source: Reuters 

 
OUTBREAK 
BOLIVIA:  All of the Bolivian departments have 

registered dengue fever cases. Official reports 

indicated that 6,699 cases have been detected and 

4 people have died. Government declared a sanitary 

emergency and allocated USD 1.13 million to face 

the epidemic.  

 

Source: EFE 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

 ARGENTINA: Argentina declared an agricultural emergency as it confronts one of the worst droughts in decades, with 
estimate losses of USD 4 billion. 

 BOLIVIA: Official reports indicated that 6,699 cases have been detected and 4 people have died due to the 
dengue fever epidemic, which is affecting the country. 
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VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
 
CHILE:  Government decided to relocate the Chaiten 

community after the results of a recent study, which 

showed the inviability to reconstruct the city due to 

the risk of future volcanic activity of the Chaiten 

volcano. Government also announced a special fund 

of USD 371,414 to face the emergency. 

  

Source: Reliefweb 

 
ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 

REDLAC (Risk, Emergency and Disaster Group for 

Latin America and The Caribbean), which is also the 

Regional IASC (Inter-Agency Standing Committee) 

Task Force, held its Annual Meeting this week. The 

activity served as a platform to outline and discuss 

the group’s 2009/2010 work plan. OCHA is 

encouraging agencies to have a more participative 

role in 2009. The meeting was also attended by high 

level delegates, such as UNICEF Regional Director 

for Latin America, Nils Katsberg; the head of the 

Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency 

(CDERA), Jerry Collymore; and OCHA ROLAC 

Regional Director, Gerard Gomez.  

Source: OCHA 

 


