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ince the onset of the rainy season
in June, 16 countries in West and

Central Africa1 have been inundated by
torrential rains that have caused massive
flooding. While the total number of fatal-
ities is relatively low, at least 600,000
people have been affected since the spate
of floods began, and the long-term im-
pact on already-vulnerable populations
has yet to be seen. To date, a vast amount
of infrastructure and homes have been
damaged or destroyed and crops and live-
stock swept away, jeopardizing food se-
curity and livelihoods for thousands of
agricultural communities. 

The incidence of flooding is not a
new phenomenon in the West and Cen-
tral African region, which is inhabited
by some 275 million people. With much
of the territory situated in low-lying
areas that are, at most, 300 m above sea
level, and the majority of rainfall occur-
ring from May/June until the end of 

Although OFID’s core activities focus on providing 
concessional financing in support of sustainable projects
across the developing world, the institution recognizes
that emergency assistance is still instrumental in helping
mitigate the suffering of those affected by natural 
disasters. Therefore, when the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched 
an appeal to the donor community in September to 
mobilize funds to help victims of ongoing flooding in
West and Central Africa, OFID swiftly responded by 
approving a grant of US$1 million. The IFRC subsequently
divided proceeds equally among the National Red Cross
Societies in five of the hardest-hit countries; namely, 
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania, Niger and Senegal. 

OFID assists flood-damaged 
African countries
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September, the natural attributes of the
region render it susceptible to severe
flooding.

Unfortunately, pervasive poverty,
especially in rural areas, contributes to
the severity of the problem. During peri-
ods of heavy rainfall, outdated and di-
lapidated water supply and sanitation
infrastructure becomes easily blocked.
Poorly-maintained and unpaved rural
roads become rapidly submerged. Envi-
ronmental degradation, owing to inten-
sive farming practices, and deforestation
deplete agricultural land of its natural
protective mechanisms. Low-income
cities also face a number of challenges in
coping with inadequate infrastructure, a
situation that has worsened with urban
migration.

Natural disasters are a challenge for
any country, but it is clear that their
socio-economic impact on fragile popu-
lations in the developing world has far-
reaching consequences, particularly in
countries trying to recover from earlier
catastrophes. Such is the case in West
and Central Africa, where nearly three-
quarters of the population live on less
than US$2 day. Just two years ago torren-
tial rains pelted the region, affecting
some 800,000 people and taking the
lives of 300. This year’s rainy season
brought about unprecedented levels of
rain in many areas. For example, in just
one day the Burkinabe capital Oua-
gadougou received 263 mm of rain –
equating to one-quarter of the annual
rainfall for the entire country – levels not
seen in almost a century. In the Bongor
region in Chad, some 240 km south of
the capital N’djamena, violent rains
caused the Logone River to rise to dan-
gerous levels that caused considerable
damage to a nearby dam. Other coun-
tries report similar hardship. 

Over and above the massive damage
to infrastructure that the flooding has
brought, the potential for disease out-
breaks is high. Diarrheal and waterborne
illnesses pose an ongoing threat, as seep-
age from blocked sewage systems has
contaminated drinking water, causing

health risks, especially for young chil-
dren and the elderly. Stagnant water pro-
vides ample breeding grounds for mos-
quitoes and increases the potential for
malarial outbreaks in countries that are
already malaria-prone. Authorities are
remaining vigilant in monitoring any re-
ports of disease, and massive efforts have
been underway to distribute water pu-
rification tablets, fresh drinking water,
mosquito netting and anti-malarial
drugs. Meanwhile, health workers are
gearing up to handle any possible epi-
demics.

The IFRC has been working in close
cooperation with government entities,
partnering national societies and a num-
ber of humanitarian organizations, in-
cluding NGOs and UN agencies UNICEF,
the World Food Program and the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs. Widespread efforts of all
actors have enabled the rapid deploy-
ment of staff and volunteers to dispense
food rations, bedding, hygiene articles,
tents and other urgently-needed items.
High priority is also being accorded to

promoting safe hygiene and sanitation
practices. Relief workers are poised to as-
sist communities after the floodwaters
have receded to carry out works such as
rehabilitating water supply sources and
other damaged infrastructure, maintain-
ing emergency food supplies and provid-
ing seeds and agricultural tools. 

In addition to the latest grant, OFID
has, since its inception, released
US$60 million in emergency assistance.
As well as providing funding to victims
of natural catastrophes, such grants have
also been extended to help address the
plight of populations displaced as a re-
sult of civil conflict, and to close funding
gaps in food distribution programs. In
2002, OFID established a US$20 million
Food Aid Special Grant Account to dis-
tribute some 43,000 metric tons of food
rations to nine famine-struck African
countries. �

1 Benin, Central African Republic, Chad, Côte
d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.

Mothers and children are among the tens of thousands of people who have lost their
homes as a result of the severe flooding in Senegal.
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