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Refugees lined-up for boarding a repatriation flight leaving for Mogadishu, 
Somalia. 
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HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Voluntary repatriation 

 During the reporting period, 2,525 returnees were supported to voluntarily return to Somalia by 
flight and road convoys.  

In total, as of 30th September, 32,949 Somali refugees had returned home since 8th December 
2014, when UNHCR started supporting voluntary return of Somali refugees in Kenya, out of 
which 26,848 were supported in 2016 alone. 

 Repatriation Road convoys were suspended from the 30th August, after the Jubaland 
administration notified UNHCR Somalia about their decision not to receive any more returnees 
until issues they have regarding the reintegration inside Somalia are addressed. This happened 
when at total of 2048 refugees were mobilized to Hagadera and Dagahaley camps transit centres 
in readiness for departure. Following discussions with Jubaland administration this category of 
refugees travelled on the 29th 
September 2016. 

The road convoys still remain 
suspended and refugees are 
not currently travelling by 
road any more. Similarly, the 
flight departures to 
Mogadishu has been 
suspended on the 25th 
September because of security 
related issues in Mogadishu, 
but flight departures is 
expected to resume once the 
security context improves.  

 

Training for Government Officials 

 During the reporting period, UNHCR in collaboration with Save the Children International 
conducted a training for 27 Police Officers drawn from various police stations working in Dadaab 
camps. The training modules comprised of Refugee Law and International Protection as well as 
Child Protection and Sexual and Gender Based Violence. At the same time, the police officers 
were enrolled into the Police Online training platform where they can benefit from protection 
courses that are offered online, including Protection Induction Courses, Sexual and Gender based 
Violence, PSEA and Child Protection. 
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Population as of 30th September 2016:   275,467 

                                Refugees:  272,850 
                               Asylum seekers:  2,617 
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Refugee children in Kambioos camp of Dadaab. 

UPDATES                                                                                                      
 Protection  

 Continuous Registration: 61 new born were registered during the reporting period. Two new arrivals from Somalia 
were registered in UNHCR database after being referred from the Government Agency responsible for refugees in 
Kenya as per protection recommendation on medical ground. 

 Post Population Fixing Exercise: 643 no-show and protection cases including, cases in the voluntary repatriation 
and resettlement pipeline, Individuals absent during the population fixing exercise whose records in the UNHCR 
database were initially active and most vulnerable persons who couldn’t attend the exercise, were re-activated.  

 Relocation Help Desks (RHD): Interviews for 481 individuals comprising non-Somalis and Ethiopian have been 
completed or ongoing in Kambioos and Hagadera respectively. A weekly teleconference took place to streamline the 
relocation modalities and in attendance were IOM, UNHCR, WFP and Refugees Affair Secretariat (RAS). Main issues 
discussed were on the IOM & UNHCR Agreement, IOM & UNHCR Workflow, WFP requirements access to food 
through Bamba Chakula platform, and unregistered/mixed marriage/Kenyan ID holder cases with RAS. The 
movement of the 302 Kambioos residents which is expected to take place on 17th October will serve as a pilot. 

Child Protection 

 On 22nd September UNHCR and Child Protection partners met and agreed on the methodology for the quick 
collection of information from various refugee groups (focus group discussions with Un Accompanied Minors, child-
headed households, children with disabilities, adolescents, foster parents, and Child Welfare Committees) on the 
communication gaps or misconceptions on the voluntary repatriation process and child protection concerns arising 
therefrom. UNHCR and partners will use the recommendations from the Child Protection Assessment conducted in 
November 2015, and key findings of the focus group discussions to develop child friendly messages for 
dissemination on specific child protection issues in relation to the process. 

 During the reporting period, two mini Best Interest Determination (BID) panel meetings were held wherein 54 BIDs 
were approved representing 98 Unaccompanied/Separated Children (UASC) who are under consideration for 
voluntary repatriation to Somalia with the caregivers. Nine cases were deferred for further assessment. On 22nd 
September, the main panel comprising Terre des Hommes (TdH), Save the Children, CARE, Refugee Consortium of 
Kenya (RCK) and UNHCR approved on 20 voluntary repatriation BIDs for 36 UASC, and deferred one case. Three 
cases comprising eight children who are under resettlement consideration with the caregivers were approved. For 
the resettlement cases, RCK will lodge applications in court on behalf of the caregivers, for guardianship orders. 

 On 30th September, UNHCR and UNICEF Kenya/Somalia held a meeting in Nairobi titled “Strengthening Child 
Protection Interventions during Voluntary Repatriation Process”. UNHCR and UNICEF staff from both Kenya and 
Somalia, Save the Children, TdH, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), and INTERSOS were represented in the meeting. 
Interactive discussions were held in an effort 
to explore and agree on modalities for 
strengthening child protection responses 
during voluntary repatriation and ensuring a 
comprehensive mechanism for supporting 
children throughout the process of refugees' 
voluntary repatriation. 

 On the 27th September, interagency case 
conference was held at the child protection 
center; 15 cases were discussed for 
appropriate solution. On 28th and 29th 
September follow up session on eight of the 
children went on and cases based 
assessments were conducted to further 
understand the felt needs of the children. 
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Refugee students in their class in Midnimo primary school, Ifo camp. 

Sexual and Gender based Violence (SGBV): 

 UNHCR in collaboration with partners conducted a monthly SGBV Working Group meeting attended by UNHCR and 
partners. The issues discussed was engaging with the religious leaders as well as the ad hoc alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms as one of the approaches on male engagement  in SGBV prevention and response, enhance 
their understanding of leaders on sharia law, enhanced training for Government officials and Humanitarian staff in 
in SGBV Prevention and response, providing traction towards harmful traditional practices including early marriage 
and female genital mutilation , and how interventions can be linked across the thematic sectors including schools. 
Preparation for the 16 days of activism was also discussed. 

 Education 

 For the period 11th to 23rd September, Ministry of Education Science and Technology (MoEST) Quality Assurance and 
Standards team conducted inspection and assessment in all refugee Early Child Development, Primary, Secondary 
and Alternative Learning Programme (ALP) centers. The objectives of the assessment were to assess teacher’s 
capacity and pedagogical skills, find out whether the appropriate curriculum is delivered and how, identify 
opportunities for improving access to quality education, assess the state of the existing infrastructure, assess 
sufficiency and quality of teaching and learning materials and make recommendations and provide an assessment 
report for each school. A comprehensive individual school report will be shared with UNHCR education unit for 
partner agencies to work on the technical recommendations given by the MoEST team. 

 UNHCR Education staff from Nairobi, Kakuma and Dadaab joined students and Windle Trust Kenya (WTK) DAFI 
scholarship focal persons from 20th to 23rd September in an annual mentorship conference. The conference themed 
“Mentorship: Transforming one at a time” saw DAFI students mentored on topics such as managing time and 
finances, CV writing and preparing for interviews.  

 The Somalia Education Cluster members from UNICEF Somalia and Kenya visited Dadaab operation from 26th to 30th 
September. The objective of the visit was to enhance partner awareness of Education situation across the border, 
improved quality of information held by partners in Dadaab about the situation in Somalia and how it is shared to 
refugees, establish linkages among UNHCR and partners linked to Somalia Regional Cluster and an improved 
understanding of education situation in Dadaab vis-à-vis the situation in the Somalia cluster. The team visited 
selected schools and engaged with the students, teachers and Parents and Teachers Association on matters related 
to education and repatriation. The team also joined 
Education Working Group members and made a 
presentation on education situation in Somalia.   

 Monthly Inter-Agency Education Working Group 
meeting was held on 29th September where partners 
gave updates on on-going and upcoming activities. 
Key highlights during the meeting included efforts 
being undertaken to mitigate the impact of voluntary 
repatriation, relocation and verification on 
education, relocation of non-Somali students, 
establishing students and teachers’ database, 
preparations for upcoming national examinations 
and admission of tertiary education students in the 
September intake. 

  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 On September 29th a mass information campaign was conducted in Kambioos to encourage pupils to attend school. 
This was necessitated by poor attendance due to loss of huge number of children to ongoing voluntarily repatriation 
which demoralized remaining pupils and moreover is also anticipated to affect Kenya Certificate for Primary 
Education performance this year. 

 The Host community youth football clubs received sports materials in Alinjugur. The activity is aimed at 
strengthening good governance of host communities youth leadership structure by using ‘‘Sports and sport values 
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Refugees bring back their livestock to Dagahaley camp during sunset. 

education as a means to promote and enhance protection of human rights of refugees and asylum seekers’’ for 
peaceful coexistence and development. 

 Proposals for livestock value chain support were received from six refugee and host community groups (20 male, 56 
female). The proposals include business activities 
in production and marketing of milk, meat, crafts 
made from bones.  For a start, ten women selected 
from the milk production groups were taken for 
exposure visit to Garissa to learn some of the best 
practices on milk processing from similar activities. 
Discussion was also held with WFP to have the milk 
and meat businesses be registered as Bamba 
Chakula traders. 

 33 village savings and loans groups continue to 
progress in their savings and loans activities. 
During the period, their cumulative financial 
portfolio was recorded with a total savings of Ksh 
518,600, Ksh 242,000 loans disbursed and Ksh 
53,680 social fund. 

   Food Security and Nutrition 

 Preliminary results of the annual nutrition survey were released on 21st September, showing an increase in both 
anemia across all camps. 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the second half of September, a total of 15 cases comprising of 75 individuals underwent resettlement case 
composition interviews. 11 cases comprising of 45 individuals were interviewed for possible onward submission to 
resettlement countries.  

 During the period under review, 63 movement passes were prepared for 206 individuals travelling for resettlement 
to USA, Australia, Canada and UK. 

Voluntary repatriation 

 Return Help Desk: A total 26,819 active refugees have in principle confirmed their intention to voluntary return to 
Somalia and waiting to be facilitated to return to Somalia. 

 Voluntary repatriation cross border meeting happened in  in Nairobi on the 29th September to discuss the progress 
made on the repatriation process as well as challenges and one of the key issued addressed during the meeting was 
improving on provision of systematic and regular country of origin information. Some of recommendations adopted 
included to establishing Country of Origin Working group in Somalia for collection of information, review and 
further dissemination accordingly. 

Water and Sanitation 

 During the second half of September, on average, UNHCR supplied 34 litters of water per day per capita from 29 
boreholes to the entire refugee population in the five Dadaab camps. 26 of these boreholes operate on Solar PV – 
Diesel hybrid system. The water supply schemes convey water to 48 tanks with a total storage capacity of 6,250m3, 
from where the water distributed to refugees through 900 tap stands scattered around the five camps.   

Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
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