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HIGHLIGHTS 
 On Thursday, July 28 the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) co-chaired the first Fisheries, Agriculture and 

Livestock meeting with the Department of Fisheries, Department of Agriculture and Livestock in Galle District. 
Following the coordination meeting FAO distributed fishing gear and nets kindly donated by the Japanese 
Government as official development assistance.  

 The National Housing Development Authority (NHDA) is building a prototype of a house made out of clay planned as 
part of a housing scheme for the poor population, some of who are tsunami affected families.  

 A return of foreign and domestic tourists in Galle District has seen beach coastline areas such as Unawatuna and 
Hikkaduwa filled with holidaymakers bringing in business for local hoteliers, restaurants and cafes owners, and 
handicraft and beachwear vendors. 

HOUSING AND SHELTER 

The National Housing Development Authority (NHDA) 
is developing a new method to construct housing 
units at minimum cost using clay as the primary 
building material. A prototype is being built in the 
village of Katuruduwa, Akmeemana, about 5km 
inland from Galle Town, as a sample unit to show to 
beneficiaries and other potential homeowners its 
worthy and efficient methods. These houses are 
targeted to accommodate for the population below 
the poverty line, in particular those who were affected 
by the tsunami but have no eligibility to the provision 
of a permanent house. 

This technique is a combination to achieve housing 
that is cost-efficient, environmentally friendly, and 
time efficient. It is low-cost because the materials 
used can be brought in locally, or semi-locally from 
other parts of Sri Lanka, as clay is readily available 
everywhere, this in turn also reduces transportation 
costs as the clay would be on-site. At a social-level, it 
would be good livelihood for the home owners, and 
would be built by the home-owners themselves 
assuming they are unskilled labourers with the 
knowledge to build sound constructions. The only 
cost it would require are roofing materials, windows 
and doors; all the necessary masonry work. The 
method is time-efficient because there is no waiting 
time for materials to arrive from elsewhere, with a 
process of less than a month, including sufficient 
drying period for the clay.  Clay is known to be very 
good building material for houses as it would keep the 
heat outside and absorb humidity, creating an ideal 
climate inside the homes. These houses are aimed 
for smaller houses intended for the poor and an 

alternative solution for good quality cheap housing. 
NHDA plan to implement this housing scheme in 
several electorates, and was particularly interested in 
finding methods to be more friendly and conscious of 
environmental aspects.  

 A prototype of the NHDA clay house not yet completed in 
Akmeemana Division, Katuruda village. As it is only a sample 
house, only one unit is under construction to be shown to 
beneficiaries or potential home-owners before NHDA can kick off 
with this housing scheme. 
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LIVELIHOOD, FISHERY AND AGRICULTURE 

The first coordination meeting for Fisheries, 
Agriculture and Livestock took place this week on 
Thursday, July 28, and was well attended by local 
and international NGOs, as well as representatives 
from the Fisheries Department, Agriculture 
Department, and Livestock Department. It was the 
first time in the months after the tsunami that a 
gathering was conducted solely on the fisheries 
sector in Galle District. The FAO office has been 
opened in Galle since the end of June with the team 
concentrating on collecting and updating necessary 
data and information on assistance given so far, and 
fishermen beneficiary lists, working closely with the 
Fisheries Department as well as Fishermen 
Cooperative Societies, of which there are five in Galle 
District. In the meeting, it was discussed that many of 
the NGOs still feel there is unequal distribution of 
assistance within divisions for the fishermen, and 
emphasised the need for a more detailed breakdown 
of assistance given down to division level for better 
coordination.  

Furthermore, in the meeting, FAO and Department of 
Fisheries encouraged innovative ways to assist the 
fishing industry as boat repairs and boat provision 
has been plentiful, and to explore methods to assist in 
fish delivery, fish preserving, fish marketing and 
storage, such as three-wheelers with cooling facilities, 
freezer cabinets on motorcycles, and small ice-
making machines for small-scale fishermen.  

Distribution of fishing gear, nets, and outboard motors in Kogalla, 
Galle District for 188 fishermen for the whole of Galle district from 
Bentota division to Habaraduwa Division. Pictured here, Ms Mona 
Chaya from FAO and Mr Watanabe from the Embassy of Japan in 
Sri Lanka.

FAO, together with the Ministry of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources distributed 188 fishing gear kits, 
sponsored by the Government of Japan, in Galle 
District for fishermen coming from Bentota Division to 
Habaraduwa Division. The ceremony was held on 
Saturday morning, 30 July, and was opened by the 
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 Secretary of the Japanese Embassy in Colombo, 

Mr. Watanabe, and the Director General for the 
Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in 
Colombo, Mr. Piyasena, and a representative from 
the FAO Emergency and Rehabilitation Office in 
Colombo, Ms Mona Chaya. A symbolic presentation 
of the gear was handed over to a fisherman, following 
opening remarks and welcome speeches from the 
Director of the Fisheries Department in Galle. 

The fishing kits consisted of 67 units of outboard 
motors with 15 horsepower, and 9.9 horsepower 
engines. There were 144 ‘alagoduwa’ (frigate 
mackerel) fish nets, and 40 ‘hurula’ (prenched 
sardine) nets distributed at the ceremony. 

TOURISM 

The Ministry of Tourism and the Sri Lanka Tourist 
Board have developed short to long term recovery 
plans for 15 coastal resort towns for restoration 
including Bentota, Hikkaduwa, Unawatuna, Galle and 
Kogalla, all in Galle District.  These resort-towns will 
be master-planned, taking into consideration zoning 
regulations and the needs of the community. 
Commerce and livelihoods will be recapitalised even 
as property, plant and equipment are restored. 

In recent weeks, the return of foreign and domestic 
tourists has been visible in Galle town and its nearby 
popular beaches, Unawatuna and Hikkaduwa. Local 
vendors selling beachwear, wooden handicrafts, 
massage services, masks and the many seafood 
restaurants and café alongside the coast has been 
filled with foreign tourists, domestic tourists, and 
foreign aid workers. As stated on the website of the 
Ministry of Tourism, Unawatuna beach in Galle is 
known as an excellent sea bathing spot and some 
surfing. Unawatuna provides safe swimming and 
snorkeling, and the beach has been acclaimed 
amongst 12 best beaches in the world. Hikkaduwa, 
however, is supposedly a haven for surfers, water 
sports enthusiasts and underwater explorers. 
Hikkaduwa has a marine sanctuary abundant with 
rare corals and tropical fish. The colourful corals and 
beautiful tropical fish can be explored either by 
snorkeling or taking a ride in a glass bottom boat. As 
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for Galle Town, it is a tourist destination all on its own 
as the southern capital. Galle was the seaport of Sri 
Lanka before the Colombo Port was developed. The 
Fort was built by the Portuguese in 1619 and 
subsequently expanded and developed by the Dutch 
and the British, previously colonial masters of the 
Island. In addition, as reported by the Sri Lanka 
Tourist Board, the ‘Dutch House Hotel’ (originally 
named Doornberg), a hillside mansion converted into 
a hotel, situated inland of Galle Town on Upper 
Dickson Road, has been placed in the 20 top 
“Hippest Hotels” in the world, as announced recently 
in one of the UK’s leading newspapers, The Sunday 
Times. The property built in 1712, has been 
described as “the most fantastic example of Dutch 
colonial architecture”. Another good publicity for 
tourism revival in Galle are two hotels situated in the 
Galle Fort receiving top rankings by the London 
newspaper, The Observer in its Sunday supplement 
Travel magazine. The Observer awarded the Galle 
Fort Hotel and Amangalla third place in its rankings. 
The magazine described the Galle Fort itself as 
having ‘all the hallmarks of the new Marrakech’ 

Unawatuna Beach is busy with vendors and beach cafes reopening 
along the coastline, offering white sand, beach volley, surfing, and 
snorkeling for the many domestic and foreign tourists who have 
returned to Sri Lanka over the last month, This picture taken on 
Saturday 30 July. 

To boost the tourism sector after the tsunami, the Sri 
Lanka Tourist Board unveiled news in May about 
plans to convert the Galle Port into a yacht marina by 
the Ports and Aviation Ministry. According to the plan, 
the Galle Port will be converted into a new marina, 
linking the Galle heritage city. The project is 
scheduled to begin in 2006 with an investment of 
US$140 million. Seventy percent of the project will be 

funded by the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JIBC), with the remainder funded by the 
Sri Lanka Port Authority (SLPA). The Minister said 
there is huge potential for up-market tourism – the 
project also includes the construction of hotels and 
other tourism infrastructure. (Information from the Sri 
Lanka Tourist Board)

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS  

In light of the recent tsunami alert on Sunday night, 
July 24, when an earthquake measuring 7.0 on the 
Richter Scale hit Nicobar Islands, there is an 
increasing need for a fully-informed disaster 
preparedness and response plan in place in the 
districts, as well as the divisions, one that would entail 
informing residents to remain calm as no tsunami 
warning has been issued. In parts of Unawatuna 
beach, there was panic among tourists staying by the 
coastline who had requested to be evacuated on 
higher grounds. In Hikkaduwa Division, many 
residents fled to temples and sought information at 
police stations and other community posts because 
there was no formal method of informing them to 
remain calm and return to their homes. The UNDP 
(United Nations Development Programme) Disaster 
Risk Management programme in the Galle District is 
overseen by a Sri Lankan national UN Volunteer 
(NUNV), Mr. Saman Gunathilaka. UNDP recently 
conducted a Disaster Preparedness and Response 
Plan Workshop in Habaraduwa Division on July 5 
with the overall goal to put in place a plan as a means 
to be better prepared in future natural disasters and 
respond effectively in cases of both natural and man-
made disasters. The objectives of the plan are as 
follows: 
• To improve the capacity of the local government 

and strengthen local authorities in the 
implementation of the District Disaster 
Management Plan, and its process by providing 
training.

• To improve the capacity of the vulnerable groups to 
protect and manage their own communities in 
disaster preparedness in an integrated manner by 
increasing public awareness, ensuring community 
participation and preparedness, and developing 
sustainable institutional mechanism to support 
Divisional Secretary.  

The Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan 
Workshop is an initiative to introduce the importance 
of Disaster Preparedness at divisional level to 
achieve a smooth response mechanism. It also 
clarifies the role of UNDP on Disaster Risk 
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Management in Sri Lanka, by bringing forward 
policies, legal and institutional framework of Disaster 
Management in Sri Lanka (special emphasis on 
Disaster Management Act and its implications). The 
workshop aims to share experiences in the divisions 
on handling disasters (tsunami and the floods in 
2003). The intended Divisional Preparedness and 
Response Plan is then introduced and discussed for 
its development through outlining a road map for the 
plan establishing subcommittees on the response 
mechanism such as an Early Warning System, 
Evacuation, Search and Rescue, Relief, the Internally 
Displaced (IDPs), debris clearance, reconstruction 
and recovery.  

Aside from attending to tsunami affected areas, the 
next workshop will take place on 1 August in 
Yakkalamulla Division, among the 18 divisions badly 
affected by heavy rains and floods that took place 
during May 2003. Yakkalamulla was reported as the 
worst damaged division causing great hazards to 
human life, infrastructures, livelihoods and properties. 
Several other locations were also affected by 
landslides within the division. This also resulted in 
heavy damages to infrastructure including bridges, 
roads, telecommunication, water supply and 
electricity. Yakkalamulla is situated nearly 22 km 
away from Galle Town. In 2003, there was no 
mechanism in place to minimise the impact of the 
disaster such as information dissemination, search 
and rescue, emergency relief, infrastructure 
restoration, or even preparedness on how to prevent 
flooding to the main infrastructure.

OTHER NEWS 

Human Appeal International (HAI) of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) distributed 100 Three-Wheelers and 
100 Sewing Machines for the tsunami affected people 
to all communities in the Galle, Matara and 
Hambantota in the South, as well as in Ampara and 
Trincomalee Districts. The ceremony was led by the 
Ambassador of the UAE, His Excellency Mahmood 
Mohamed Al Mahmood as Guest of Honour. Dr. Ali 
Ayoub, Field Director of Human Appeal International 
Sri Lanka office organised the distribution ceremony. 
Human Appeal International (HAI) is a charitable, 
humanitarian, non-governmental organisation 
established in 1984 working in the field of charity and 
development, specialising in Social and Educational 
Development, Health Care, and Emergency Relief. 
Earlier in February 2005, HAI opened a Tsunami 
Health Clinic in Galle District treating up to 200 

patients a day, free of charge for communities 
affected by the tsunami. 

Distribution of three-wheelers for Galle District from UAE-based 
NGO, Human Appeal International in Colombo.

WHAT’S NEW ON HIC SRI LANKA

See the online version at:  

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/srilanka 

25 JULY 2005  

-TAFREN VACANCIES  
-BATTICALOA MEETING SCHEDULE 25 - 30JULY  
-IOM HANDS OVER 148 TRANSITIONAL HOUSES TO TSUNAMI 
-SURVIVORS 22 JULY  
-FISHERIES AND AGRICULTURE SECTORS COORDINATION --
-MEETING 26 JULY  
-GUIDELINES TO INTERNATIONAL I/NGO STAFF FOR 
OBTAINING VISAS  
-HEALTH COORDINATION MEETING MINUTES 18 JULY  
-WEEKLY OVERVIEW- GALLE DISTRICT 18 -24 JULY  
-UPDATED AGENCY LOCATIONS IN COLOMBO CITY MAP  
INDIAN OCEAN EARTHQUAKE MAP  
-POST-TSUNAMI UPDATE SINHALA AND TAMIL VERSIONS 
JUNE

29 JULY 2005  

-OCHA SITREP 22-28 JULY  
-PEOPLE IN NEED CZECH REPUBLIC VACANCIES  
-IOM VACANCY  
-HIKKAUDUWA AREA RELIEF FUND (HARF)  
-WORLD VISION VACANCIES  
-UNDP REHABILITATION PROJECTS IN GALLE, KALUTARA 
AND MATARA DISTRICTS 
-FAO PRESS RELEASE
-GALLE MEETING SCHEDULE 1-5 AUG  
-COLOMBO MEETING SCHEDULE 1-5 AUG  
-HEALTH COORDINATION MEETING 25 JULY   
-WORKSHOP FOR TRANSITION FROM RELIEF TO RECOVERY 
(SRI LANKA) 

(For comments, suggestions or more information, please contact 
OCHA Galle: 
ocha_galle@fastmail.fm or sutyoko@un.org)


