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(A) Highlights 
 
(a)  UN Secretary-General (UN SG), Kofi Annan, arrived in Khartoum on 27 May on 
a 3-day official visit to Darfur and South Sudan. UN SG flew to Nyala in South 
Darfur on the second day of his visit to Sudan and visited the camps in Kalma and 
Labado.     
 
(b)  Over 3 million people in northern Uganda desperately need WFP food relief 
ahead of the start of the dry season in June.     
 
(c)  Protests and violent marches continue in Bolivia affecting the security situation in 
the country and WFP distributions may be affected by the increasing number of road 
blockades.   
 
(d)  More than 15,000 people have been displaced by the violence in Duekoue in Cote 
d’Ivoire.   
 
 
 
 
 
(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1)  (2) Afghanistan  



 
(1)  
 
(a)  In March 2005 WFP started Special Operation 10417.0 to enable WFP to 
augment the Libya logistics corridor to increase WFP’s capacity to supply food aid to 
Sudanese refugees in Chad and the war affected populations in Darfur.     
 
(b)  The Libya corridor provides a flexible surface transport and air bridge capability. 
Commodities are received at the port of Benghazi and trucked on hard-top roads up to 
Khufra, an oasis town in the Libya’s south-eastern desert. At Khufra commodities are 
either transshipped onto desert trucks to make the cross Sahara journey to Chad, 
supplying refugee camps in eastern Chad and also West Darfur, or they are transferred 
to an IL76 to be airlifted to North and South Darfur. The corridor enables WFP to 
diversify access routes to the affected populations in response to peaks in demand and 
also to decongest established transport routes should they become blocked.      
 
(c)  Since the completion of the corridors’ first bulk wheat vessel on the 16th April 
2005, WFP has dispatched 3,186 Mt of bagged wheat by surface means to Chad. The 
airlift operation began on the 7th May 2005 and has dispatched 1,861 Mt to Darfur as 
of the 1st June.     
 
(d)  Current resourcing levels for Special Operation 10417.0 stand at 5%.      
 
(2) Afghanistan 
 
(a)  A rocket landed in the International Security Assistance Forces (ISAF) 
headquarters in Kabul on 30 May, causing no injuries. On the same day an improvised 
explosive device exploded on the Jalal Abad road, injuring four civilians. On 1 June a 
suicide bomber detonated grenades in a mosque in Kandahar, killing 22 people, 
including the police chief of Kabul province and injuring 50 others.     
 
(b)  Overall security situation is unstable, particularly in the south and southeast; 
however rest of the country stays relatively peaceful.     
 
(c)  A wide-scale sun pest infestation has affected an estimated 56,000 hectares of 
agricultural land in the western Badghis and Hirat provinces. Local authorities have 
asked United Nations and other humanitarian agencies for immediate assistance to 
control the epidemic. In response, United Nations and other partners have provided 
communities and local agriculture department with pesticides and other materials to 
help minimize the damage. FAO and WFP are closely collaborating and monitoring 
the situation and will assist the affected food insecure families once a proper 
assessment is made.     
 
(d)  Between 26 May and 1 June, WFP assisted 502,000 beneficiaries.   
 
 
 
 
 



(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo (3) Congo, DR (4) Djibouti (5) 
Eritrea (6) Ethiopia (7) Kenya (8) Rwanda (9) Somalia (10) Sudan (11) Tanzania (12) 
Uganda  
 
(1) Burundi 
 
(a)  The political campaign for the communal elections due on 3 June was marked by 
some incidents. The Front for National Liberation (FNL) launched several attacks on 
Bujumbura and the environs on Wednesday 25 May. Intense fighting took place for 
more than an hour. Pursuit operations by the Burundian army took place around 
Bujumbura in the following days.      
 
(b)  The Burundian and Rwandan governments agreed to shelter all Rwandan asylum 
seekers in one camp in Ngozi province, not far from the border, where they will also 
be sensitised about repatriation. Around 8,000 Rwandan refugees are estimated to be 
in Burundi and WFP provided food assistance to over 6,000 last week.      
 
(c)  Last week, WFP distributed 1,074 tons of food to 172,974 beneficiaries in 
Burundi.     
 
(d)  WFP is preparing a food security assessment in all provinces of the country. 
Some 38 communes will be visited. The assessment will complement the data of the 
seasonal Crop and Food Supply Assessment mission (CFSAM) carried out jointly by 
FAO, WFP, UNICEF and the Government. Field visits will start next week. Results 
of the two assessments will facilitate a review of the beneficiary caseloads and food 
requirements for the second semester.     
 
(e)  All food distributions have been monitored by either WFP or CARE monitors or 
by both teams form both organizations. In Ruyigi province, 190 fictitious names were 
disclosed in one site and the allocated food was returned to the warehouses. In another 
site, the distribution was delayed due to the youth “gardiens de la paix” 
demonstrations, which blocked the road for some time.  In the same province, one 
distribution was cancelled because of disputes between the vulnerable population 
short-listed for distribution and those less vulnerable, not being targeted. Another 
review of the lists will be organised.      
 
(f)  WFP met with parents and teachers of two primary schools in Karusi province to 
discuss food management and the replacement of cooks and food committees. Food 
rations had been temporarily suspended (for two weeks) following mismanagement of 
food stocks in those schools. New committees were elected and cooks and 
storekeepers replaced. New modalities were also set up to improve management, 
notably joint monitoring of warehouses by parents, teachers and storekeepers.      
 
(g)  In Kirundo and Ngozi provinces, WFP monitors validated the lists of 
beneficiaries for the food-for-work (FFW) projects in Bugabira, Busoni and Kiremba 
communes.  After screening, the number of participants was reduced from 20,559 to 
20,297.  Monitors also assisted in the creation of local committees.       
 
(h)  The situation of the food pipeline, particularly cereals, remained of concern; some 
distributions were delayed and food rations cut. Despite a slight improvement due to 



new deliveries, the distribution plans cannot be entirely covered and the ration cuts 
will continue. In addition, a greater cereal shortfall is anticipated in June, and for 
other commodities in August. The pipeline is practically empty from mid-September 
onwards.   
 
(2) Congo 
 
(a)  According to the World Head Organization (WHO) office in Brazzaville, the 
Ebola virus has killed 10 people out of the 12 reported cases. The localities of Itoumbi 
and Mbomo, in West Cuvette Region, North Congo have been sealed off since last 
week. The Ministry of Health teams appointed to this locality are still there and 
declared the epidemic to be now “under control”. However, quarantine is difficult to 
maintain as people can easily get out and pass through the deep forest within which 
the two localities are located.     
 
(b)  Last week, Nkayi Sub-office was supplied with 18 tons of peas and 46 tons of 
rice. Distribution in the in Bouenza region, South Congo was impeded due to lack of 
transportation capacity. Transfer of food from Pointe-Noire to the EDPs, is one of the 
main challenges that WFP is currently facing.   
 
(3) Congo, DR 
 
(a)  Insecurity continued to prevail throughout DRC, including shooting, harassment 
and kidnapping by gunmen. These security incidents were fuelled by the troubled 
political climate and the government’s lack of control over unpaid soldiers scattered 
all over the country. Increased reports on groups of gangsters assaulting civilians even 
in their homes were still common in Kinshasa, Lubumbashi and Goma. Aid workers 
were not spared by these attacks.       
 
(b)  Armed confrontations between Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du 
Congo (FARDC) soldiers and militia groups including Mai-Mai, Union patriotique du 
Congo (UPC), Forces de Résistance Pour l’Ituri (FRPI), Forces Novatrices de l’Ituri 
(FNI) and Front Démocratique pour la  Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) were recorded 
in several areas in eastern DRC. The major incident took place on 24 May in 
Kisangani when FARDC soldiers opposed to looting confronted militia men near the 
central market. Exchanges of gunshots lasted for six hours and resulted in two deaths 
among militiamen and one FARDC seriously wounded. In Bukavu, 18 civilians were 
killed, many more wounded and 50 others kidnapped and taken into the forest. 
According to UN sources, these breaches of human rights were charged on FDLR.     
 
(c)  WFP fielded a monitoring mission in Kindu to assess a new fish-farming project 
supervised by the implementing partner Communauté Evangélique Protestante 
d’Afrique Centrale (CEPAC). The project involved 356 food-for-work (FFW) 
participants, most of whom were members of families of malnourished children 
attending supplementary feeding programmes in CEPAC nearby nutritional centre.      
 
(d)  A total of 200 tons of maize meal is about to be delivered to WFP office in 
Kikwit. The food was purchased locally in Bandundu province from the latest Belgian 
donation. WFP office in Kikwit mainly provides for some 3,500 Angolan refugees 
and other vulnerable groups among the population. Logistics constraints had 



prevented the timely supply to the warehouse. Since March 2005, half rations have 
been distributed to most beneficiaries.      
 
(e)  WFP is planning for assistance to peasant farmers affected by the recent drought 
in Ituri district in areas east of Bunia.  According to WFP implementing partner 
Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI), 287 additional cases of malnutrition among 
children originating from these areas were admitted to their supplementary feeding 
programmes in Bunia during the reporting week.    
 
(4) Djibouti 
 
(a)  On Sunday 29 May 2005, a coordination meeting on the drought situation in 
Djibouti took place at the National d'Assistance aux Refugies et Sinistres (ONARS's) 
office with the participation of the representatives of  UN agencies, the French 
Agency of Cooperation, USAID and the European Union.  During the meeting, all 
participants reiterated to the Government of Djibouti (GoD) their strong determination 
to provide emergency assistance to the drought victims and confirmed their 
contributions announced during the first meeting of the "Drought Coordination 
Committee".       
 
(b)  The USAID Representative in Djibouti seized the opportunity to announce that, in 
response to the drought appeal launched by the GoD in April this year, the US 
Government (USG) will contribute US$ 1 million. These funds will be used primarily 
to cover food needs for 47,000 people affected by the current drought in the five 
districts of Djibouti-ville and will be channelled through WFP.  In addition to this 
contribution, the USG will finance a rapid nutrition and health assessment mission in 
the drought affected areas for an estimated US$ 100 000. FEWSNET will contribute 
US$ 45,000 towards this nutritional survey.     
 
(c)  The distribution of 33 tons of high-energy biscuits (HEB) received from Brindisi 
on 21 May, to the Djibouti drought victims started Tuesday 31 May in the district of 
Dikhil and will continue in the coming days in the districts of Arta, Ali Sabieh, 
Tadjoura and Obock. Some 48,000 biscuits or 600 kilogrammes were distributed to 
various locations in the Dikhil district. These distributions were simultaneously 
undertaken with the national immunization campaign against poliomyelitis, which 
started on 21 May 2005, under the technical supervision of the Ministry for Health 
and WHO.  To facilitate the field work, mobilize the parents for better national 
coverage and have more impact on the targeted people, WFP and WHO agreed to join 
efforts by organizing the distribution of the HEB and the immunization campaign in 
the same districts for all children under five.   
 
(5) Eritrea 
 
(a)  A recent IRIN report quoted the Eritrean President saying on the independence 
celebration that food security was his country's priority, but he acknowledged that 
self-sufficiency and economic stability would not be achieved immediately. While 
Eritrea had implemented most major initiatives to replace traditional farming methods 
with modern agricultural practices, delays in the importation of heavy equipment and 
the high price of oil had negatively affected development programmes.     
 



(b)  Fuel shortages as well as a lack of basic commodities and foreign investment 
have further affected Eritrea's economy, a situation that has been aggravated by four 
years of drought. The conscription of able-bodied men into the army curtailing 
agricultural production has compounded Eritrea’s economic problems, according to 
international aid agencies.     
 
(c)  The President continued saying that his country had reached "a turning point 
where Eritrea has acquired an effective and enormous capability for rapid 
development progress." In a bid to achieve its development goals, the Eritrean 
Government recently increased state intervention in economic policy. In a tough move 
against foreign-currency traders two months ago, Eritrea tried to gain control of all 
foreign-currency transactions. The Government also strengthened government-owned 
companies and reduced the number of private traders drastically.    Isolated torrential 
rains in the Haikota sub region in the western region blew off roofs, destroyed huts 
and uprooted trees and killed some livestock. In general, water remains scarce in the 
region. Similar rains caused severe damage in Debub central region.   
 
(d)  A flood warning was issued by the UN Security Officer regarding travel to 
Massawa.     
 
(e)  Reports from the Southern Red Sea, did not indicate rainfall, but informed about 
flooding from the highlands enabling farmers to start land preparation.       
 
(f)  WFP Field Offices in the Southern and Western regions report increasing 
agricultural activities after the first Asmera rains. An official of the regional Ministry 
of Agriculture in the western regions said more land than in 2004 would be prepared 
for cultivation since more tractors had been imported this year to enforce the 
Government’s efforts to increase agricultural production this year.       
 
(g)  Current resourcing levels for EMOP 10261.01 remained unchanged representing 
72 percent of the total cost to WFP. Resourcing levels for the PRRO 10192.0 has 
remained unchanged with US$ 42.8 million representing 83 percent of operation 
requirements.     
 
(6) Ethiopia 
 
(a)  The National Meteorological Service Agency (NMSA), which has a reputation for 
accurate forecasts, recently presented a synthesis of the recent Belg/Gu (short season) 
rains and a forecast for the next Meher/Kiremt (main season) rains. The review of the 
Belg rains in the highlands and the Gu rains in the pastoralist region of Somali Region 
confirmed information from WFP field monitors and others of a generally favourable 
season, with improved rain following a break of several weeks in late March/early 
April. Late May rains have been reported in parts of Tigray and Afar, further 
improving water and pasture conditions for livestock. As of late May, rain was 
continuing in southern parts of the country, where the Belg rains usually extend 
longer than elsewhere, in some locations to an excessive extent with resulting 
flooding.      
 
(b)  According to the NMSA forecast, the Meher/Kiremt rains are expected to start 
within the normal onset periods (generally late June) and there are enhanced 



probabilities of better rainfall activities in July and August. The seasonal rains are 
predicted to perform better over the western half than the eastern sectors of the 
country. In addition to the natural rainfall variability, below normal rains are predicted 
in pocket areas of the northeast, east and southern highlands and the Rift Valley 
regions.      
 
(c)  The WFP Vulnerability, Analysis and Mapping (VAM) unit continues to monitor 
the situation, collecting information from more than forty field monitors who operate 
from eight WFP sub-offices in Ethiopia. This information is shared with donors and 
other humanitarian partners and is used to keep an overview of the food security 
situation by staff of the newly consolidated WFP Ethiopia Programme unit, which 
incorporates VAM, the former emergency unit, refugee unit, development unit and 
gender focal point. 
 
(d)  This reorganization of WFP Ethiopia's programming units reflects the closer 
integration of emergency, recovery and development-related activities, which are 
linked under the Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation, PRRO 10362.0, 
"Enabling livelihood protection and promotion", for the period 2005-2007. Under the 
PRRO, in 2005 WFP assists 2.5 million of the current planned total of 3.8 million 
emergency food beneficiaries (WFP requirements 372,200 tons). Under the recovery 
component, WFP this year supports 1.75 million people (WFP requirements 177,000 
tons) as part of the government's Productive Safety Net Programme, which currently 
addresses the needs of 4.4 million chronically food insecure people through food and 
cash transfers in exchange for work undertaken on community based schemes. Under 
both components, the WFP targeted supplementary food programme expects to reach 
633,500 malnourished children and pregnant and nursing mothers (requirements 
60,400 tons).      
 
(e)  A team of four consultants has completed their in-country work on the mid-term 
review of WFP Ethiopia's Country Programme (10208). The team's four members 
looked at the MERET programme (food for assets/food for work on land 
rehabilitation and livelihoods activities), school feeding and the HIV/AIDS 
programme. Currently some 1.5 million people are targeted under the various 
components, with planned resource requirements totalling almost 50,000 tons of food. 
Initial findings and recommendations of the team were presented to a range of 
stakeholders including key federal and regional counterparts, UN agencies, the World 
Bank and local donor representatives. The team concluded that the majority of 
country programme goals were well on course and that a number of goals had been 
significantly exceeded. The issues centre on the need for significant expansion of the 
country programme, the related difficulty in gaining additional resources, the need for 
complementary partners and programmes to build on the enabling base provided by 
the country programme and a general need for rigorous study and documentation of 
successes and additional areas of potential development impact. The final evaluation 
report will be drafted in June, and should be available by the end of June.      
 
(7) Kenya 
 
(a)  Parts of the Kapenguria- Lokichoggio road, which were washed away by the 
heavy rains, are largely passable, and WFP trucks to Lokichoggio and to Kakuma 
refugee camps have been passing through by being pulled by a bull dozer.      



 
(b)  The recent flooding that affected different parts of Kenya, especially in Western 
Kenya have reduced as the waters have receded. The Government of Kenya and the 
Kenya Red Cross continued to provide relief assistance to people who were affected, 
mainly in Karachuonyo, Homa Bay, Ijara, Tana River and Garissa Districts.      
 
(c)  The Kenya Meteorological Department reports that more rains may be expected 
in Nyanza, Coast and North Eastern provinces, thus raising the likelihood of more 
flooding. WFP is monitoring the situation on the ground to identify possible needs for 
food assistance should they arise.      
 
(8) Rwanda 
 
(a)  The steady flow of refugees from Burundi and DRC continued with 328 new 
arrivals during the reporting period. Spontaneous and organized repatriation to DRC 
continued with 753 refugees returning to DRC. In addition, a high number of 
Rwandan returnees (650) were also registered from DRC.      
 
(b)  Some 66 Burundians arrived at Gikonko transit centre and 168 others in Nyamure 
camp during the week. At Nkamira transit centre, 94 Congolese new arrivals were 
received.       
 
(c)  Transfer of refugees to the new Ngarama camp in Byumba continued with 414 
refugees relocated from Nyagatare transit camp, thereby increasing the camp 
population to 3,063 refugees.      
 
(d)  A total of 482 refugees from Nyagatare transit centre were repatriated to DRC 
while another 271 Congolese spontaneously returned to DRC from Nkamira transit 
center.      
 
(e)  During the week, 650 returnees arrived from DRC, 520 at Nyagatare and 130 at 
Nkamira transit camps. They received a one-month returnee package due to the 
pipeline food shortage.   
 
(9) Somalia 
 
(a)  Fierce fighting for the control of the main town of Baidoa, a possible seat of the 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG), has been reported between two factions of 
the Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA) that control the two regions of Bay and 
Bakol. Twelve people died and more than 20 others were wounded including four 
children whose house was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade.     
 
(b)  The UN Country Team for Somalia, visited the autonomous region of Puntland in 
northeast Somalia. The team, comprised of members from WFP, UNHCR, OCHA, 
UNDP, WHO, and UNESCO and led by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, 
met with Puntland’s President and his cabinet. Issues of common concern discussed 
among them were working together to strengthen security, and engagement of 
agencies in long-term humanitarian and development projects. Education, roads and 
water were among the strategic priorities presented by the Puntland authority to the 
agencies.    Mini-floods in the down-stream rivers of Shabelle and Juba where a 



number of towns such as Beletweine, Jalalaqsi and their surrounding villages in Hiran 
region, Central Somalia have been reported to have been flooded. Meanwhile, WFP 
has dispatched a total of 127 tons to the affected communities in the two districts. In 
the Middle Shabelle, a number of villages like Bukurale, Dinlow Obale, and Huriwaa 
on the east bank of the river Shablle near Jowhar were affected while along the Juba 
River, villages such as Marere, Faragurow, Kamdada, Misir, Libanga, Bulo Sheikh 
and JSP were seriously affected by floods. WFP is closely monitoring these villages 
and will collaborate with NGOs on the ground, for a prompt intervention.        
 
(c)  WFP continues to support the Tsunami-affected communities along the northeast 
coastline with relief food amounting to 135 tons in the fifth round of monthly 
distributions that started in May and are ongoing. To date, WFP has distributed a total 
of 1,706 tons to the Tsunami-affected communities since January 2005.   
 
(10) Sudan 
 
(a)  DARFUR:     
 
(b)  UN Secretary-General (UNSG), Kofi Annan, arrived in Khartoum on 27 May on 
a three-day official visit to Darfur and South Sudan. UN SG flew to Nyala in South 
Darfur on the second day of his visit to Sudan and visited the camps in Kalma and 
Labado.     
 
 
(c)  On 28 May, the United Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) 
assessed and reopened the Tawila/Kebkabiyah road following its closure on 26 May 
after a convoy of 15 WFP contracted trucks, en route from El Fasher to Kebkabiyah, 
reported heavy fighting near Omm Military camp approximately 20 km west of 
Tawila. In addition, the camp in Zam Zam, North Darfur was also reopened to UN 
activities following its closure on 26 May when WFP received reports of increased 
tension and UNDSS declared it a NO GO.     
 
(d)  UNDSS has declared the Geneina/Habila road NO GO until further notice due to 
the Janjaweed attacks. Continued tension was reported in Kalma camp following last 
week’s clash between the internally displaced persons (IDPs) and the police when 
three people were killed and some 13 wounded.     
 
(e)  Roads in South Darfur have become difficult to access as a result of rainfalls in 
Nyala and other locations in the state. WFP has pre-positioned sufficient food stock in 
El Geneina to serve locations that are inaccessible during the rainy season. WFP will 
also assess the need for and possibilities of airdropping food to inaccessible locations 
in Jebel Marra if and when required.     
 
(f)  WFP has temporarily ceased direct deliveries from El Obeid and Kosti to Kutum, 
Kebkabiyah, Zalingie, Kass and Morni as WFP-contracted transporters have become 
increasingly reluctant to transport food along these routes. WFP anticipates that direct 
deliveries to these areas will resume in June with the arrival of additional trucks.     
 



(g)  Transporters continue to report insufficient diesel supply, particularly in El Obeid 
and Khartoum where preparation for annual closure of refineries for maintenance in 
July has begun.      
 
(h)  Dispatches from the three Darfur state capitals to Cooperating Partners (CPs) 
between 1 and 29 May total 35,180 tons to some 1.85 million beneficiaries (estimate 
is based on dispatch report). During the same period, WFP has dispatched a total of 
40,260 tons by road and air to Darfur, representing some 81 percent of the total 
logistics target of 49,624 tons for the month of May.     
 
(i)  WFP Security and Food Needs Assessments team was deployed to South Darfur 
on 21 May to assess and prioritize food security in more than 200 locations. During 
the reporting week, WFP and Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) jointly identified 
West Balbul, mainly a non-IDP area, as the first priority area for assessing food 
needs. The team will also conduct security assessments in areas surrounding Kass, 
including Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) controlled areas, and East Jebel Mara in 
early June.     
 
(j)  CP Action Contre la Faim (ACF) plans to conduct a nutrition survey next week to 
substantiate the causes for the increasing admission rates in therapeutic feeding 
centres in Abu Shouk. Preliminary results of ACF’s nutrition survey in Kebkabiyah 
show a Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 16.3 percent and a Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) rate of 0.7 percent. The full report will become available in the 
coming weeks. The final results of the rapid nutrition assessment conducted for 
Gosdiga and Masitula returnees in West Darfur, as reported in last week’s situation 
report, confirm that one in every four children is at risk of mortality from 
malnutrition. WFP has deployed a nutrition mission to South Darfur to undertake a 
thorough analysis of the overall declining nutritional status of IDP populations 
reported in Darfur. The team will proceed to North and West Darfur once assessments 
in South Darfur are complete.     
 
(k)  As of 28 May, headcounts were completed in 82 percent of the total 
camps/locations, representing 62 percent of the total previously registered 
beneficiaries.      
 
(l)  WFP conducted a food security assessment of Un Jukuti in the Garsela locality of 
West Darfur where a cluster of 26 villages is located. Preliminary results indicate that 
the area has suffered from minimal harvest outputs for the last two years. With the 
arrival of the critical hunger period (May to September) as well as the expected 
inaccessibility of the area during the rainy season, WFP is discussing the possibility of 
immediate registration and food dispatches.    
 
(m)  Preparations are ongoing to move approximately 23,000 residents of Abu Shouk 
to a new site in El Fasher (El Salaam). WFP has been involved in preparatory 
discussions regarding registration for food provision at the new site.     
 
(n)  WFP distributed food to beneficiaries in Yassin for the first time during the 
reporting week. CP World Vision also reported that they distributed approximately 
119 tons of food for some 6,280 beneficiaries in Khor Abeche.    WFP-Humanitarian 
Air Services (HAS), which provide services to the entire humanitarian community in 



Sudan, is facing a severe funding shortfall. The operation has received only US$ 9 
million of the almost US$ 24 million required for 2005. WFP-HAS urgently needs an 
additional US$5 million to ensure continued air services, particularly in view of the 
approaching rainy season. Without immediate donor support, WFP-HAS will be 
forced to reduce the number of destinations and/or limit passenger flights and 
discontinue any Non-Food Item deliveries.     
 
(o)  As of 26 May, Darfur EMOP 10339.1 faces a shortfall of US$ 176 million, 
representing 38 percent of total requirements (US$ 467.1 million). Despite the 
significantly improved pipeline for Darfur following an internal transfer of US$ 28 
million, an increase in donor support is critical to allow the Darfur EMOP to repay 
31,000 tons received from other Sudan operations and outstanding Immediate 
Response Account (IRA) loans of US$ 20.5 million.   
 
(p)  The Special Operation for logistics support in Darfur faces a shortfall of US$ 21 
million. The procurement of 50 long-haul trucks is on hold until funds are made 
available.     
 
(q)  SOUTH, EAST AND TRANSITIONAL AREAS:     
 
(r)  The UNSG, during his three-day visit to Sudan, also visited Rumbek, which 
marked his first visit to South Sudan since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) between the Government of Sudan (GoS) and the Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A). In a press statement, the UNSG warned that lack of 
funding in South Sudan could jeopardize the implementation of the CPA.      
 
(s)  The WFP-led inter-agency cross-line mission resumed operation on 25 May, 
following a temporary suspension between 18 and 24 May (when local authorities in 
New Fangak area in Jonglei State demanded double the rations received by other 
communities). The mission left Malakal on 25 May and completed food distributions 
in New Fangak, Bishorkun, Kuerkun, Pakan and Withmon (end of the government-
controlled areas). A total of 202 tons of assorted food commodities were distributed to 
11,397 beneficiaries.       
 
(t)  On 29 May, six WFP-contracted trucks were detained by the SPLM/A and forced 
to off-load in Wanjok, close to Warwar area, Bahr El Ghazal on their way to Aweil. 
WFP is negotiating with relevant parties to recover the food.       
 
(u)  WFP undertook a mission to Raja and Diem Zubier areas in Bahr El Ghazal State 
from 14-25 May 2005 to put in place logistical arrangements for pre-positioning and 
distribution of food to returnees in Diem Zubier. A total of 144 tons of assorted food 
commodities were received in Diem Zubier from Wau. Between 21–22 May 2005, a 
total of 1,699 returnees (658 households) were registered. General food distribution 
was conducted providing 28 tons of assorted commodities at full ration to cover the 
food requirements for these returnees for one month.       
 
(v)  WFP assisted some 2,994 returnees and 8,494 residents with 114 tons of food 
distributed in Morobo County in Western Equatoria and Yirol East County in Lakes.  
A WFP team also traveled to Buseri on 27 May to assist some 3,000 IDPs, en route to 



Raja in North Bahr El Ghazal, with two-week transit rations, which will be 
airdropped.     
 
(w)  WFP/CARE finalized its joint mission report for Gogrial and Malual, Bahr El 
Ghazal State that took place between 4 and 15 May. WFP and Cooperating Partner 
(CP), CARE, distributed a total of 79 tons of mixed food commodities in Gogrial to 
2,609 beneficiaries, covering May and June rations. In Malual, the mission briefed 
local authorities and community leaders on food basket composition, ration size and 
potential distribution dates. A total of 111 tons of assorted food commodities was 
distributed to 6,888 beneficiaries (2,338 IDPs and 4,550 returnees) as planned.      
 
(x)  WFP CP, Norwegian Church Aid (NCA), continued to distribute food to IDPs in 
Wau under food-for-recovery activities. Half rations, amounting to 142 tons of 
assorted food commodities, were dispatched, which will meet requirement of 15,475 
IDPs in Wau for one month. A joint WFP/CARE team will commence general food 
distributions in the coming week once the laminated ration cards have been 
distributed to IDPs and returnees in Aweil.     
 
(y)  In an effort to alleviate the deteriorating nutritional status of beneficiaries in 
Bentiu, WFP and CARE plan to provide 2,903 tons (full ration) of food to 154,215 
IDPs in 12 locations in June.     
 
(z)  WFP has started food distribution to 3,016 registered IDPs in En Nuhud, West 
Kordofan. A total of 20 tons of assorted food commodities were distributed to 599 
IDPs under resettlement programmes.        
 
(aa)  Eight trucks loaded with 60 tons of food commodities arrived in Wau, Bahr El 
Ghazal from El Obied, North Kordofan travelling through SPLM/A areas, marking 
the first delivery of food to Wau through SPLM/A areas.    As of 30 May, the 
Emergency Operation faces a staggering 72 percent shortfall. To date, this EMOP, 
valued at US$ 302 million, has received US$ 84.8 million. WFP projects a shortfall of 
58,000 tons of food in the next six months in the absence of immediate contributions. 
This situation is expected to become worse as the hunger period draws closer and the 
already massive food requirements increase. Heavy rains have begun, and will 
continue through August and September.      
 
(ab)  The Special operation 10368.0, Emergency road repair and mine clearance of 
key transport routes in Sudan in support of this emergency operation, has received a 
total of US$ 71 million to date. The operation still faces a shortfall of 21 percent 
against its operational requirements of US$ 89 million.       
 
(11) Tanzania 
 
(a)  The WFP refugee operation (PRRO) continues to face serious pipeline problems. 
In the current distribution cycle (23 May - 5 June) no pulses or salt are being 
distributed. The refugees’ daily intake has been reduced to only 1,499 Kcal/day, 
which is far from what is nutritionally required for the healthy survival of 
beneficiaries. Further reductions are anticipated for the coming weeks.      
 



(b)  Newly released figures from two refugee camps in Ngara district indicate a link 
between ration cuts and food related domestic violence. Following the initial ration 
cuts in September 2004, the incidence of food related domestic violence increased 
from an average of 7 cases per month from January to September 2004 to an average 
of 11.4 cases per month from October 2004 to February 2005.      
 
(c)  WFP food distribution continues to reach close to 400,500 refugees. During the 
past week, WFP distributed some 1,400 tons of food through general distribution, 
supplementary and therapeutic feeding in refugee camps in western Tanzania. More 
than 7,000 food insecure and otherwise vulnerable Tanzanians in host communities 
surrounding the camps were also supported with WFP host community activities, 
including access to camp-based health care facilities, school feeding, food-for-work, 
food-for-training and food-for-hospital in-patients.     The PRRO currently faces a 
precarious shortfall of some 23,000 tons up to the end of January 2006. Pipeline 
breaks for maize and CSB are anticipated in November and September respectively. 
Unless new resources are received soon, the nutritional status of more than 400,000 
refugees in western Tanzania will be jeopardized.   
 
(12) Uganda 
 
(a)  The security situation in northern Uganda remains fluid, with increased rebel 
movement in Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira districts. The rebels continue to commit 
atrocities against the population, abducting children, looting, killing civilians and 
staging ambushes along major roads.      
 
(b)  In a bizarre attack on civilians last week, Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels 
killed eight people in a remote village in Kitgum district. Some of the victims were 
dragged to the middle of a road after being shot and beaten to death. Humanitarian 
workers said the bodies were found early on Friday by a convoy carrying 
humanitarian supplies to a camp about 20 km (12 miles) northeast of Kitgum town. In 
another incident, a group of LRA rebels abducted 10 people in Abwoch, 4 km from 
Gulu town and killed one person last week.      
 
(c)  WFP has described the humanitarian situation in war-ravaged northern Uganda as 
“desperate.” Addressing a press briefing on 31 May, he said: “although the response 
of the international community to the Tsunami disaster was great, over 3 million 
people in northern Uganda desperately need WFP food relief soon, ahead of the start 
of the dry season in June. If adequate emergency food supplies are not made available 
to over 1.4 million people in over 135 IDP camps, an already horrible situation will 
get worse.”      
 
(d)  Preliminary results of a WFP/Office of the Prime Minister (OPM)/Red 
Cross/Yumbe district authorities' verification of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
evicted from Moyo forest reserves indicate 6,556 persons. WFP is providing relief 
assistance to the displaced persons until they harvest their own food in 
November/December.    
 
 
 
 



 
(D) West Africa: (1) Benin (2) Burkina Faso (3) Chad (4) Cote d'Ivoire (5) Ghana (6) 
Guinea (7) Liberia (8) Mali  
 
(1) Benin 
 
(a)  The total number of Togolese refugees registered as of 1 June reached 20,400, or 
an increase of 532 since 30 May. The number of refugees in Agamé is continuously 
on rise, reaching 5,800 on the 1 June. Additional ten hectares of land has been 
allocated and site preparation for the first 5 ha is under way to expand the capacity of 
the camp. The population of Comè remains stable at 1,378.  The camp is in the middle 
of the town and not only movements are difficult to control but it has also jeopardized 
the activities of the youth center which is fully occupied by refugees (classrooms). 
Discussions are underway to find an appropriate site. 
 
(2) Burkina Faso 
 
(a)  An interagency mission for contingency planning was completed in early May in 
provinces bordering Togo.  Having recently completed interagency training in Crisis 
Management for COPRASUR (local emergency response committees) in areas 
bordering Cote d’Ivoire, plans are now underway to conduct similar training in 
provinces bordering Togo. 
 
(3) Chad 
 
(a)  Security situation is fairly calm in the camps, with some minor incidents reported 
having no negative impact on humanitarian operations. General food distributions in 
the camp in Touloum have resumed on Wednesday 1 June. Negotiations with refugee 
committees are still ongoing in an effort to bring the situation back to normal. On 23 
May, some protests were reported in Kounoungou camp, whereby some refugees who 
apparently had not been screened/registered last February, were demanding their 
rations. Calm was restored after UNHCR staff informed the group that they will be 
assisted as soon as their cases are verified.      
 
(b)  The number of beneficiaries that WFP is currently targeting in June stands at 
193,300 refugees. Verification and registration processes are underway.     
 
(c)  To date, a total of 3,535 refugees have been re-settled in the new refugee camp of 
Gaga. Next transfers are scheduled to take place on the 2nd of June. Another 600 
newly identified spontaneous refugees are set to be transferred to Gaga as of 4 June.      
 
(d)  With the exception of Touloum, May General Food Distributions have been 
completed in all camps. A total of 173,940 beneficiaries were assisted with some 
2,200 tons of food.      
 
(e)  WFP Food For Work (FFW) activities in favour of local populations are 
underway in the zones of Abéché, Farchana, Iriba, Guereda and Bahai. WFP is 
currently negotiating with the local communities of Dar Tama Department to initiate a 
number of FFW projects in the zone, particularly rehabilitation of air strips in the 
eastern Guereda canton.      



 
(f)  A convoy of 30 trucks carrying a total of 654.5 Mt of food through the Libyan 
corridor has arrived in Abéché.        
 
(4) Cote d'Ivoire 
 
(a)  From 26 May to 1 June, 429 MT of food was distributed to nearly 40,000 people.  
This included more than 1,000 families who were assisted through Seed 
Protection/Food for Agriculture projects.  In this programme, seeds and tools are 
provided together with a seed protection ration to ensure that the families do not eat 
the seeds out of short term hunger and have enough energy to prepare their fields.     
 
(b)  The situation in the west remains tense, following the attacks in villages near 
Duekoue where at least 41 people were killed and 61 injured.   In response to the 
attacks, an estimated 1,000 people are reported to have fled the violence, seeking 
shelter in the Catholic mission of Duekoue. In response to this situation, WFP is 
working with ICRC to establish exactly the number of affected people.  WFP will 
distribute food as needed, with priority given to children.  WFP is sending a member 
of its Food Security Monitoring unit to Guiglo to do a quick food security assessment 
and see if food aid will be needed in the coming days/weeks (this assessment will 
serve as the basis for any future WFP action).     
 
(5) Ghana 
 
(a)  During the past month, 7,800 refugees (89% of targeted number) received food 
from WFP through the Cote d’Ivoire Regional PRRO 10372.  A total of 130 tons of 
food were distributed, and the distributions were coordinated by the National Catholic 
Secretariat (NCS), in collaboration with WFP and UNHCR.     
 
(b)  The total registered Togolese refugee population in Ghana now stands at 15,144.  
Food distributions have continued in 8 locations in 5 districts of the Volta region and 
the total number of people being fed now stands at 2,614.    
 
(6) Guinea 
 
(a)  From 16 to 29 May, 350 tons of commodities were distributed to approximately 
30,000 beneficiaries, which includes the distribution of general rations to 
approximately 28,000 refugees.     
 
(b)  Pre-positioning of food has been halted because of an increase in transport cost 
after the sudden rise by 52% in fuel price, as well as the start of the rainy season.    
 
(c)  The voluntary repatriation of Liberian refugees is continuing, albeit at a slow rate. 
During the month of May, 2,136 Liberian refugees returned home (short of the 6,000 
target set by UNHCR), bringing the total to nearly 10,000 since the beginning of the 
repatriation campaign in November 2004.  The slower rate of repatriation has 
impacted WFP’s pipeline, as the refugee caseload in Guinea is subsequently higher 
than initially planned.    
 



(d)  WFP and UNHCR have agreed to give double rations to Liberian refugees who 
register for repatriation in order to encourage the interest on the voluntary 
repatriation. This new incentive will be tested during several general food 
distributions in June     
 
(7) Liberia 
 
(a)  Between 25-31 May, more than 265,000 vulnerable beneficiaries received 1,830 
tons of food from WFP in Liberia.    
 
(b)  This included more than 40,000 beneficiaries who are receiving general rations, 
as well as more than 27,000 returning IDPs and refugees who received support.     
 
(c)  On 27 May, WFP’s School Feeding Unit held its regular monthly coordination 
meeting with six of its cooperative partners and UNICEF. Participants in the meeting 
agreed to share issues affecting the education systems of WFP supported schools, 
which will focus on learning environments, school timing, teacher qualifications, 
availability of text books and curriculums, availability of water and latrine.   
 
(d)  Emergency School Feeding is one of WFP’s biggest activities in Liberia; during 
period, ore than 190,000 children were fed through this programme.    
 
(8) Mali 
 
(a)  The World Bank conducted an evaluation mission in the region of Sikasso, an 
area of influx of returnees from Cote d’Ivoire, and found the food security and 
poverty to be worsening, due to the interruption of commercial activities between this 
area and neighboring Cote d’Ivoire.       
 
(b)  Through the Cote d’Ivoire Regional PRRO 10372, WFP is distributing food to 
support vulnerable groups and school feeding activities in the regions of Kayes and 
Koulikoro.       
 
(c)  In order to ensure adequate cereal stocks are available to enable Food for Work 
and Food for Training activities through the PRRO 10372 in the coming months, 
WFP is considering borrowing stocks from the ongoing Country Programme.     
 
 
 
 
 
(E) Southern Africa: (1) Angola (2) Lesotho (3) Malawi (4) Namibia (5) Swaziland 
(6) Zimbabwe  
 
(1) Angola 
 
(a)  In May WFP aimed to distribute 9,000 tons of food to approximately 1 million 
people throughout the country.  General food distributions targets about 70 percent of 
all beneficiaries, mainly internal and external returnees, refugees and vulnerable 
residents.  Roughly 12 percent of the people are engaged in food-for-work and food-



for-assets activities and another 12 percent receive assistance through school feeding.  
The remaining beneficiaries are reached through nutritional and social programmes.     
 
(b)  Compared to May 2004, the number of beneficiaries has decreased from 1.6 
million to 1 million in 2005.  The numbers reflect the positive impact WFP’s food is 
having amongst the vulnerable population.  In Zaire Province (northern Angola), 
1,300 former returnees were assessed to have reached self-sufficiency through 
agriculture and no longer receive WFP food assistance. The returnees had been 
receiving food aid through WFP for the past 18 months and also received seeds and 
tools.     
 
(c)  WFP has received a confirmed donation of USD 1.1 million. Under this grant, 
WFP will support a total of 35,000 beneficiaries in the provinces of Huambo and 
Kuanza Sul.  The donation will help avert hunger, increase access to education and 
maintain children in school in food-insecure rural areas.  It will also empower 
children of returnees in these areas with the knowledge to fight HIV/AIDS.   
 
(2) Lesotho 
 
(a)  From 25 to 31 May, WFP and implementing partners distributed food to 
approximately 42,000 beneficiaries.     As a result of commodity shortfalls, WFP may 
be forced to suspend distributions from July 2005.  WFP plans to reach 190,000 
vulnerable beneficiaries participating in mother and child health care, early childhood 
care and development, vulnerable group feeding, orphans and other vulnerable 
children, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis patients enrolled in clinics and home-based care 
projects as well as Food-for-Work participants.     
 
(b)  The Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee will present the results of this 
year’s assessment in the coming week.  According to mission members, there is a 
significant food deficit in the three southern lowland districts, the foothills and the 
Senqu River valley.   
 
(3) Malawi 
 
(a)  The Executive Director of WFP in his role as the UN Secretary General’s Special 
Envoy for southern Africa together with WFP’s Regional Director and UNICEF’s 
Executive Director visited Malawi on 27 May and met with the State President, 
Cabinet members, donors, and the UN Country Team.  The team also visited various 
WFP and UNICEF supported projects in Zomba District, which has suffered crop 
failure due to dry conditions. 
 
(4) Namibia 
 
(a)  Distributions are ongoing under WFP’s Emergency Operations (EMOP) 10145.1 
and 10334, however both have been hampered by a lack of transportation capacity. As 
EMOP 10334 is scheduled to end by 30 June, a national level meeting was held 
between WFP and key government stakeholders with a view to extend support for 
orphans and other vulnerable children through WFP’s regional Protracted Relief and 
Rehabilitation Operation (PRRO)10310. 
 



(5) Swaziland 
 
(a)  The Government of Swaziland has set up a Steering Committee to oversee the 
formulation of an HIV/AIDS policy for the country, which will include a national 
strategic and action plan.  With a population of 1.1 million people and a life 
expectancy rate of just under 36 years, Swaziland has an estimated adult HIV 
prevalence rate of 39 percent.   
 
(b)  From 24 to 30 May, WFP distributed food to 8,516 beneficiaries with the 
assistance of cooperating partners.     
 
(6) Zimbabwe 
 
(a)  WFP’s Executive Director visited Zimbabwe on 1 June in his capacity as Special 
Envoy and met with President Mugabe, key ministers, donor representatives and 
NGO heads of missions.  Discussions focused on food shortages and the “triple 
threat” of rising HIV/AIDS prevalence rates, food insecurity and a weakened capacity 
for governance.      
 
(b)  The government advised that they planned to supplement the poor 2005 harvest 
by the importation of 1.2 million tons of maize for distribution.  Although no formal 
request for food aid would be made, the government would welcome offers of 
assistance from agencies such as WFP.     
 
(c)  At this time, WFP is preparing to mobilize 200,000-300,000 tons of food for up to 
3 million people in Zimbabwe for the next twelve months to June 2006.  These figures 
will be refined when the results of the ongoing Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC) exercise are available at the end of June.     
 
(d)  Recently the government has conducted a campaign to destroy unplanned 
structures and settlements in most urban areas.  Tens of thousands of people have 
been rendered destitute after the destruction of their homes and informal trade sites.  
Many of those affected have expressed a wish to return to their rural areas but are 
hampered by a transport shortage due to a two-month fuel shortage.     
 
(e)  The government has increased the controlled price of maize meal by 51 percent, 
and that of wheat products by 29 percent.  The price increases will make it harder for 
poor households to source food, already in short supply nationwide.  The staple food, 
maize, is rarely available from the government’s sole grain trader, the Grain 
Marketing Board (GMB).  The vast majority of Zimbabweans are relying on the 
parallel market where prices are three to four times higher than the official price.     
 
 
 
 
 
(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Indonesia (3) Korea (DPR) (4) Maldives (5) Myanmar 
(6) Sri Lanka  
 
(1) Bangladesh 



 
(a)  A heat wave is sweeping over the country and is expected to persist for another 
week. The aftermath of flash flooding that took place last week has been largely 
overcome.      
 
(b)  Over 600,000 children in flood-affected areas receive food under the school-
feeding programme which will continue until July 2005.      
 
(c)  Food For Work/Food For Asset (FFW/FFA) programmes are on going in four 
districts through various micro-level livelihood activities. Meanwhile, the selection of 
beneficiaries for the Rural Livelihoods Support programme is underway.      
 
(d)  Current resourcing levels stand at 46.81%.   
 
(2) Indonesia 
 
(a)  WFP anticipates phasing out of general food distributions on the island of Nias by 
the end of June. Analysis of food availability, and damage indicators was undertaken 
in conjunction with a market price survey and an assessment of the market system. On 
base of the results, only 6 most-affected sub-districts will be targeted in the last round 
of food distribution, which include Lotu, Namohalu Esiwa and Afulu in the north 
(Nias Utara), and Gomo, Lolowa’u, and Lolomatua in the South (Nias Selatan).     
 
(b)  For the month of June, the planned beneficiaries figure in Indonesia stands at 
some 770,000.  General food distributions continued in Aceh province and Nias 
during the last week. A total of 772,000 beneficiaries are being assisted during the 
month of May, requiring 11,700 tons of food. To ensure the continued coverage of 
one of the most affected sub-districts, Gomo in Nias, discussion is underway with 
World Vision International and Youth With A Mission (YWAM), to take over food 
distribution for the month of June from Samaritans Purse. General food distributions 
were completed in Panga, in Aceh Jaya, during the last week of May. Food 
distribution will start shortly for some 43,000 beneficiaries throughout Aceh Jaya 
district.      
 
(c)  School Feeding continued in Aceh Province, targeting some 156,000 
schoolchildren. WFP will continue to expand the programme with existing 
cooperating partners. Food distribution took place also under a nutrition rehabilitation 
programme at a satellite heath post in Muara Batu in Aceh Utara. Food was 
distributed to 100 women and 750 children from 8 out of 24 villages through the 
health post. Nutrition education was provided alongside food distribution. 
Preparations are underway to further expand the programme to 3,200 children and 
560 pregnant women in the remaining 16 villages.    
 
(3) Korea (DPR) 
 
(a)  With the stocks of the previous harvest running dry and the next harvest still 
months away, the country is now entering the lean season. At the same time the 
Public Distribution System-ration remains low at 250 grams of cereals per person per 
day and may even be reduced to an alarming 200 grams in July. Overall inflation and 
soaring market prices of food is further compounding the situation and the most 



vulnerable segments of the population - small children, pregnant/nursing women and 
elderly people- are faced with a looming food crisis. The hardships are visible 
throughout the country and to cope many vulnerable families have begun eating 
porridge made of 30% cereals and 70% vegetables/wild foods. WFP is deeply 
concerned over the situation particularly as it is forced to suspend food assistance to 
many beneficiaries due to resourcing shortfalls.     
 
(b)  Due delay in food supply, Vulnerable Group Feeding beneficiaries on the West 
Coast will not be receiving their rations as of mid-June.  Moreover, unless new 
donations are confirmed, 3,6 million elderly people, Food for Work participants, 
primary school children and the poorest urban households will not be receiving 
assistance from WFP.  Pregnant/nursing women, elderly people and some nursery and 
kindergarten children continue to face a disruption in food supply since April.     
 
(c)  Out of the 19 WFP-supported Local Food Production factories 15 were 
operational between 28 May and 3 June. Three biscuit and one noodle factory have 
run out of wheat due to increased production in some factories. Production for the 4th 
week of May was 1,600 tons or over 100% of the EMOP's weekly requirement.      
 
(4) Maldives 
 
(a)  The UN Special Envoy, former President Bill Clinton, visited Maldives during the 
period of 28-29 May. His visit included meetings with the UN Country Team, the 
President and other key government officials as well as civil society and private sector 
representatives.     
 
(b)  Further to Government request and recommendations of a recently completed 
WFP assessment mission, WFP has agreed to extend its presence in the Maldives 
through the end of 2005. Approximately 2,000 tons of already available food 
resources will be required for this period.    
 
(c)  In May 40,296 beneficiaries have been assisted under the Vulnerable Group 
Feeding Programme. The beneficiaries include IDPs, host communities and affected 
livelihood groups.   
 
(d)  Due to bad weather conditions the National Security Service have been facing 
some delays in getting food to the islands. According to reports some beneficiaries 
from the affected islands have moved to Male. This will have an impact on the 
number of people receiving food, and the amount of food distributed to these islands.    
 
(5) Myanmar 
 
(a)  The security situation is heightened in Kawthaung, Thai border, as a precaution to 
the possible terrorist attacks after recent bomb blast in Yangon. Accordingly some 
Food For Work (FFW) activities could not be implemented. In Ayeyarwaddy delta, 
people are facing shortage of drinking water due to hot weather and some are 
suffering from diarrhea. In Pyin Salu, some are affected by sea malaria with high 
fever. In Delta area, WFP activities focus currently focus on constructing water 
ponds, access road, bridges, houses, dykes, etc. through FFW reaching 7,000 



beneficiaries. In total, 10,000 beneficiaries are being targeted. In Thai border area, 
total 5,000 beneficiaries are reached through relief food distribution and FFW.          
 
(b)  Since the beginning of the intervention a total of 659 tons including relief food 
distribution and FFW have been distributed in Delta area. In the Tanintharyi division 
(Thai border area) 348 tons including relief food distribution and FFW have been 
distributed in Thai border area to date.     
 
(6) Sri Lanka 
 
(a)  The hartals (mass protests that normally restrict movement and cause offices, 
shops and schools to close) planned for 2 June in the East and North East districts 
have been postponed for two weeks. The hartals were planned in response to the 
current tension continuing in Trincomalee where some groups have been protesting 
the installation of a Buddha statue at the bus stop and want it removed. Meanwhile the 
Buddhist priests and supporters insist on having the statue. Negotiations are 
continuing between the government, civil groups and religious representatives to 
resolve the issue.  WFP activities have not been affected by these events.       
 
(b)  The government has issued another batch of food and cash coupons towards 
general food distribution for the months of June and July.  An estimated 896,000 
relief cards containing 10-week coupons will be distributed to affected individuals in 
the 11 tsunami-affected districts.  Initially there were 12 tsunami-affected districts, 
but assistance in Kilinochchi now falls under WFP.     
 
(c)  The WFP National Project Steering Committee (WFP, the Secretary to the MRRR 
and Government Agents from each district) met on 27 May to discuss many issues 
including duration of general food distributions, distribution mechanisms, and 
commencement of vulnerable group feeding, Food-for-Work and other recovery 
approaches.      
 
(d)  The Real Time Evaluation mission has completed its work in Sri Lanka and is 
expected to provide its report in four weeks.    
 
 
 
 
 
(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Colombia (3) Cuba (4) El Salvador 
(5) Guatemala (6) Nicaragua (7) Peru  
 
(1) Bolivia 
 
(a)  The main roads connecting La Paz with other departments and countries (Chile 
and Peru) are blocked. Roadblocks are also taking place in the Departments of 
Cochabamba, Potosí, Oruro, Chuquisaca and Tarija.     Violent marches have 
continued during the week as protesters have been taking not only downtown streets, 
but also other residential zones, including the street where WFP premises are located. 
Damages to private property, lootings and assaults are taking place. There is little 
presence of the police in the streets as they are reinforcing the protection of the 



Congress building and the Government Palace. Despite the security displayed, most 
congresses did not attend the session planned to take place on May 31st.     
 
(b)  The public teacher’s federation continues holding a strike. Most of the public 
schools are closed as well as most of the private schools that have suspended activities 
in La Paz, as preventive measure for the students’ safety.      
 
(c)  A total of 92 tons of food was delivered to 1,489 families in the Municipality of 
Gutierrez. Other 80 tons of commodities have been transported from main 
counterpart’s warehouse to intermediate (Cooperating Partner) warehouses in the 
Municipality of Charagua for distribution to beneficiaries within few days.     WFP’s 
distributions might also be affected by increasing road blockades. Some supervision 
missions have to be delayed due to difficulties to move to and from the airport of El 
Alto.      
 
(d)  WFP counterparts in the Department of Tarija delivered a total of 232 tons of 
food in the Municipalities of Villamontes, Yacuiba and Entre Rios reaching 2,841 
droughts affected families with development resources Country Programme (CP) 
10159.01 ACT1.   
 
(2) Colombia 
 
(a)  Some 1,800 people (mainly Afro-Colombians) from the villages of San Jose de 
Buey, La Vuelta, Curuchí, San Antonio de Buey, Aurobuey, Chibugá and Mansa have 
fled their homes due to clashes between Colombian army and illegal armed groups. 
These families are temporarily settled in the Municipality of Bete waiting for 
humanitarian assistance.     
 
(b)  New displacements have been reported in the Province of Antioquia where at 
least 140 families were forced to flee to the municipality due to clashes and threats 
from illegal armed groups. The families that decided to remain in their village’s area 
are now under blockade due to the presence of land mines installed by rebels in the 
area. Local authorities have reported that some 250 people from rural areas of El Pital 
and El Plan are also temporarily settled in Argelia. The Municipality of Argelia has 
reported shortages in emergency supplies to attend this emergency.      
 
(c)  Colombian officials ordered 9,000 residents living near the Galeras Volcano to 
leave the area for fear of an eruption. Scientists said the Galeras volcano on the 
Colombia-Ecuador border (Province of Nariño) is showing signs of seismic activity 
and might soon erupt. Some residents, however, are refusing to leave the area, despite 
the fact that a minor eruption occurred at Galeras earlier this year, however with no 
injuries. WFP did not implement activities in this area in the past, but is considering 
to open a Sub Office in the Province of Nariño as part of its new PRRO 10366.     
 
(d)  Colombian humanitarian aid organizations are still on maximum alert after heavy 
rains keep affecting different areas of the Colombian territory. Strong rains and 
flooding have caused several damages and emergencies in the Provinces of Cesar, 
Valle del Cauca, Atlantico, Colivar, Cordoba, Sucre and Bogotá D.C. Colombian 
National Meteorology Department warned that the rains will continue up to mid June, 
predicting the Pacific Coast and the Andean Zone will be the hardest hit this week.   



 
(3) Cuba 
 
(a)  Rainfall reported in the Province of Guantánamo (equivalent to 197.5 millimeters) 
has partially favored the filling of dams, but not at their full capacity. The agricultural 
sector has also benefited allowing a rapid plantation of short cycle crops such as 
maize, pumpkin and sweet potato in order to increase the consumption of these 
vegetables. More rainfall in the eastern provinces of the country during the week. 
However, due to severe prolonged drought situation in this area 2,608,607 people are 
affected overall and 1,341,027 of them do not have direct water supply and are 
supplied through tank trucks. According to weather forecasts, temperatures are 
expected to rise above 32 degrees Celsius, affecting mostly the Provinces of 
Camaguey, Las Tunas and Holguin.     
 
(b)  The population in the six most affected provinces of Las Tunas, Holguín, 
Granma, Santiago de Cuba, Guantánamo and Camaguey continue receiving a monthly 
free food ration, in addition to the one distributed to the general population in the 
country through the national distribution network.     
 
(c)  A new three-month Emergency Operation (EMOP 10423.0) aims to provide 
773,000 people with food assistance.   
 
(4) El Salvador 
 
(a)  The Ministry of Health has again begun the fight against dengue fever, following 
indications of a possible new epidemic. In spite of the three campaigns against 
dengue, cases continue increasing; in 2005 there have been 996 reported cases of the 
classic strain and 37 of the hemorrhagic strain.      
 
(b)  The rainy season has now normalized and maize plantation is well underway 
countrywide; the 2005 rains are expected to be abundant and have been forecasted to 
last through October.     
 
(c)  A second round of emergency food distributions to 621 families living in the 
Eastern Department of Morazan began this week mainly to communities along the 
Honduran border. The Departament of Morazan is considered one of the poorest 
departments in the country and lies within the “drought corridor” where cases of 
malnutrition have been on rise as the communities are at the peak of the lean period 
before the next maize harvest in August. WFP is also assessing the food security of 
some 500 families on the Pacific coast affected by an ongoing ban on prawn fishing. 
Local populations depend on the fishing industry for their livelihoods.      
 
(5) Guatemala 
 
(a)  Following the approval of the Law on Food Security and Nutrition, President 
Berger appointed the Secretary of Food Security and Nutrition. The newly created 
Secretariat will integrate the Anti-hunger Front among its programmes.      
 
(b)  The National School Feeding programme will be expanded to 8,000 
schoolchildren in the most vulnerable municipalities of the Province of Guatemala as 



announced by President Berger during the mobile Cabinet meetings held with 
different communities during a two-day field activity.      
 
(c)  Heavy rains in the Provinces of Guatemala, Quetzaltenango, Totonicapan, 
Quiche, Zacapa and Jalapa caused damages to houses and public buildings, as well as 
loss of corn plantations due to floods. The National Coordinating Committee for 
Disaster Reduction (CONRED) assisted the affected population during the evacuation 
and clearance of drainage systems and roads.      
 
(d)  An alert on terrorism was raised in the Central American region following the 
suspicious presence of two members of Al Qaeda. Country authorities at the borders 
are strengthening immigration controls.   
 
(6) Nicaragua 
 
(a)  On the 30th of May, President of Nicaragua, Enrique Bolaños, declared an 
economic state of emergency suspending some of the individual rights and guaranties 
and suspending “Habeas Corpus”. The State of Emergency has been motivated by the 
energy crisis. An 11.83 % rise in electricity has been announced. Several 
demonstrations have been announced by the opposition and the students in the coming 
days. WFP is monitoring the situation.     
 
(b)  Approximately 10,363 pregnant and lactating women; 11,159 children under two 
years old; 1,792 vulnerable rural families and 62,064 schoolchildren in the Central 
and Northern Atlantic Regions will benefit of food distributions under PRRO 10212.0   
 
(7) Peru 
 
(a)  Several strikes by the transportation sector have taken place in the Department of 
Puno as well as in the Province of Espinar, Department of Cusco against the operation 
known as “Tintaya”.  As a result, one dean man got killed and more than 20 injured. 
Another Strike held by the Health Sector is affecting all the country, and the health 
centres located in Puno and Abancay, where the food is distributed, are closed.      
Strikes on the Department of Puno have affected the normal development and 
distribution of food under the Emergency Operation 10393.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons 
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