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SITUATION REPORT No. 2 
 
 
Country:            GUATEMALA 
Date:      October, 19, 2008  
Event:                  Petén floods 
 
1) Situation update 
 
Intensive rains brought by Tropical Depression 16 caused floods in Petén, 
Izabal and many other places in the national territory, mainly along rivers and 
lowlands and numerous landslides in the highlands. 
 
Paley, Tecpán: 
 
In the highlands the intensive rains caused landslides that interrupted many 
country roads. In the community of Paley, Tecpán, in the province of 
Chimaltenango, the inhabitants evacuated their houses because many cracks 
occurred in the livelihoods and houses of the community that forced them to 
evacuate to the local school building. 
 
The affected people in Paley, Tecpán, were a total of 69 families that were 
sheltered in the school building and did not have provisions to eat. WFP 
monitors coordinated with CONRED, MAGA and SESAN, and a provision of 
food was sent yesterday, October 18, to help this families. 
 
Petén Floods: 
  
Besides the floods reported in SitRep 1, referring to the Salinas River, near the 
border of México, in the municipalities of Sayaxché and La Libertad, were WFP 
sent provisions recently, today WFP monitors in this province coordinated with 
local personnel of MAGA, SESAN and CONRED and recommended to attend 
the families that were affected by floods in the following municipalities of the 
province of Peten, near the border of Belize: 
 
Poptún City neighborhoods 390 families (1,947 persons) 
Municipality of Dolores  125 families (625 persons) 
Municipality of San Luis  55 families (290 persons) 
TOTAL    570 FAMILIES (2,862 PERSONS). 
 
The local authorities for disaster response declared red alert in these 
municipalities and coordinated the evacuations and first help to the affected 
populations. WFP, in coordination with the Center for Coordination and 
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Information on Food Security, CCI, authorized the food and the transport 
needed. 
 
The daily bulletin from the meteorological service of the National Institute of 
Seismology, Vulcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology- INSIVUMEH - issued 
today, established that rains will continue in large part of the national territory. 
 
2) Implementation and operations update 
 
Paley, Tecpán: 
 
The community of Paley, Tecpán, received yesterday the following amount of 
food provided for 20 days by WFP:  
 

FOOD IN METRIC TONS 

Muni Fam Persons Maize Pulbea Oil CSB TOTAL 
Paley 69 345 3.300 0.350 0.178 0.825 4.653 
 
Transport from Chimaltenango warehouse to the community of Paley was 
provided by WFP. 
 
Petén Floods: 
 
In accordance with WFP monitors that coordinated with monitors from SESAN, 
MAGA, and CONRED deployed in the field, and based in their assessment of 
the situation, WFP is providing enough food for ten days for 570 families (2,862 
persons) that are living in shelters. 
 
The food sent is as following: 
 

FOOD IN KGS 

Muni Fam Persons Maize Pulbea Oil CSB TOTAL 
Poptun 390 1947 7,788.00 778.80 389.40 1,947.00 10,903.20 
Dolores 125 625 2,500.00 250.00 125.00 625.00 3,500.00 
San Luis 55 290 1,160.00 116.00 58.00 290.00 1,624.00 
TOTALS 570 2,862 11,448.00 1,148.80 572.40 2,862.00 16,027.20 
 
Transport from Los Amates Warehouse to Poptún is being provided by WFP. 
 
Province of Petén was no included initially in PRRO 10444.0 and due to the 
present situation, Vice Minister Grisolía sent solicitude to WFP to include this 
province in the project that is being considered by CO. 
 
Stocks used within the framework of this emergency need to be repaid in order 
for WFP to continue to provide assistance under its regular operations. 
 
WFP Staff is monitoring all reports that are being issued by the CONRED and is 
in permanent communication with counterparts.    
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WFP Logistics, Programme, Public Information, Resource Mobilizations, and 
Emergency Officers, supported by ICT Officer, are gathering information, taking 
decisions and implementing actions authorized by Country Office Director 
   
WFP Country Office telephones + (502) 2333-5928 / 2333-6206 / 2367-

1045 
Situation room extensions 2170 / 2172 and 2138 
Situation room electronic mail WFPEmergency.Guatemala@wfp.org 
WFP CO address in Guatemala 
City 

Edifício Edyma, 4o. nivel, 13 calle 8-44 
zona 10 

 
WFP continues to participate in all meetings of the UNCT, UNSMT, UNDMT, 
UN Emergency Focal Points Technical Group. 
 
2.1 Food Distributions and monitoring 
 
Petén Floods: 
 
WFP CO Monitors deployed in the area continue their work covering the 
provinces of Petén and Izabal in the cities of Poptún, El Estor, Los Amates, and 
Puerto Barrios and gathering information about the food security situation of 
affected families by these floods, as well as the humanitarian conditions of 
shelters and the physical conditions of access roads. 
 
2.2 Food Pipeline 
 
WFP Guatemala is attending these emergencies with its regular provisions and 
urgently needs to replace this food. The total amount employed in this 
emergency is 20.680 Metric Tons 
 
2.3 Other Issues: 
 

•  N/A 
 
3) Logistics 
 
Police security will escort the transport to Poptún, Petén, in accordance with 
local police coordination. 
 
Local authorities will provide places to distribute rations to the affected families 
and will gather the signatures of the beneficiaries.  
 
Arrangements to distribute food by air will be made in case of need. 
 
3) Resourcing Update 
 
Guatemala CO is seriously concerned for the wellbeing of the affected families 
for the next months, since the affected families will not be able to harvest crops 
until next January. Preliminary evaluation indicates that WFP Guatemala 
requires a total of 450 MT of food equivalent to approximately US$ 400,000 to 
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provide assistance to 9,000 persons for 60 days of in order to recover their 
livelihoods of the most affected families. 
 
PRRO 10444.0 is facing severe pipeline breaks for the next months. 
Contributions are urgently required to allow WFP to continue to provide food 
assistance to the affected families and avoid a further deterioration of their food 
security and nutritional situation especially in a country where one in two infants 
suffer from chronic malnutrition. 
 
Most of the affected people are outside the current PRRO geographical 
coverage. Stocks used within the framework of this emergency need to be 
repaid in order for WFP to continue to provide assistance under its regular 
operations. 
 
Guatemala CO is considering to ask for an Immediate Response Action, IRA, to 
cover these recent emergencies. 
 
Prepared by: Manuel Pinelo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


