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Highlights 

 Fighing continues in Hasakeh city

 The Department of Social Affairs estimates that 120,000 people have been displaced as a result
of the fighting

 Almost 23,300 IDPs identified/registerd by parterns in the northern districts

 The authorities establish a new camp in Gre Rash/Tal Aswad

Situation Overview 

ISIL’s advancement into Hasakeh city on 25 June was followed by large-scale displacement and 
population movement. The past four days have seen intense fighing in and aerial bombardments of 
parts of the city.  According to open media sources, YPG had repelled ISIL advances in the eastern parts 
of the city by 29 June, with Government forces said to have regained control of large parts of Gweiran 
neighbourhood. Clashes reportedly continued in Al-Nashwa neighbourhood, which remains under ISIL 
control. Extensive infrastructural damages have been reported from the city, including of facotoreis and 
public buildings. 

On 27 June fighting between YPG and ISIL escalated south of Tel Brak, with ISIL taking control of some 
nearby villages, including Al Sayman, Kaka Saeed, reportedly causing the displacement of an 
unconfirmed number  of people.   

Access for humanitarian workers to Hasekeh city remains constrained due to the prevailing security 
situation, and as such, numbers of IDPs who displaced within the city have not been verified yet by 
humanitarian actors. However, the Department of Social Affairs (DoSA) estimates that 90,000 people 
have been displaced to the eastern and northern neighborhoods of the city (Azizyeh, Saleyen and 
Msheraf), as well as to nearby villages north of the city. An additional 30,000 are estimated to have been 
displaced to the northern districts of Qamishli, Amuda, Ras Al-Ain, Derbassiyeh and Tal Tamer. Of these, 
almost 23,300 had been identified/registered as of 29 June and registration continue. The provision of 
humanitarian assistance has commenced (details below). 

On 26 June, the Kurdish self-administration announced the establishment of a new IDP camp in the Gre 
Rash/Tal Aswad village to accommodate all IDPs originating from outside of Al-Hasakeh governorate 
who have been secondarily displaced from Hasakeh city, as well as all IDPs without ‘sponsorship’ or 
relatives to support their stay the northern districts. Hundreds of IDPs have reportedly been denied free 
passage through Kurdish-manned check points for not agreeing to go to the new Gre Rash/Tal Aswad 
camp. As a result, an estimated 5,000 IDP families are understood to have returned to villages north of 
Hasakeh city (Safia, Msherfa, Khrbat Elias) as well as the neighbourhoods of Al Nasera, Tal Hajar and As 
Saliheyeh. UNHCR enaged with the authorities to discuss these reports and continues to advocate for 
the freedom of movement, respect of family unity, as well as the importance of individual 
documentation. 
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Humanitarian Response 

Humanitarian partners (UN, International and National NGOs, Red Cross/Red Crescent movement) 
continue to respond to the increasing identified needs of people displaced due to the intense fighting in 
Al-Hasekeh. The response is being coordinated through the sectors and the UN Hub in Qamishli. 

 

 Protection and Community Services 

 
Key figures 

 As of 29 June, UNHCR through its network of volunteers, and NNGO partners could identify 
almost 23,300 IDPs in the northern districts of Al-Hasakeh, the majority in Qamishli (16,585 
people IDPs), Tel Tamer (2,100 people), Ras Al-Ain (3,305 people) and Amuda (1,200 people) 

 According to UNRWA, only 15 Palestine refugee families (35 individuals) reside in Al-Hasakeh, 
none of whom have contacted UNRWA to date. 

 
Needs and Response 

 UNHCR followed up on the reports of the placement of some IDPs from outside of Al-Hasakeh 
Governorate and those who do not have families or local ‘sponsors’ in Qamishli or Amuda, to the 
new camp in Gre Rash/Tal Aswad village. UNHCR enaged with the authorities, including ‘Asayish’ 
and DoSA, to discuss concerns, including allegations about the confiscation of documentation at 
check points and the separation of families. UNHCR continues to advocate for the freedom of 
movement, respect of family unity, as well as the importance of individual documentation, 
especially in the context of sudden displacement. As of 28 June some 700 IDPs were reported to 
be in Gre Rash/Tal Aswad village. 

 Through ongoing partnership with Al-Ihsan’s pshycho-social support (PSS) team, UNICEF 
embarked on an assessment of the situation of IDP families in Qamishli, including on number of 
mothers, children, trauma cases or cases in need of health care. The assessment began on 29 
June and will cover all collective shelters. PSS mobile teams will be deployed according to 
identified needs. Existing Child Friendly Spaces in Qamishli, Mabaade, Jawadiyeh, and Al-
Malkiyeh (including the new IDP camp in Gre Rash/Tal Aswad) continued to operate. 
 

Coordination 

 On 26 June, UNHCR and OCHA conducted two meetings in Qamishli. The first meeting with heads 
of agencies agreed on areas of responsibility for identification of IDPs per partner, and that 
UNHCR will coordinate and compile all lists. The second meeting with field and technical teams 
of NGOs aimed to share the identification requirement and templates. 

 

Health 

 

Needs and Response 

 There is an increased need for trauma care, and secondary and tertiary level services.  
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 On 19 June, UNICEF delivered health supplies (8 IEHK kits, 3 Diarrhea Kits) to seven health 
centers, including four hospitals in Hasakeh governorate (the national hospitals in Hasakeh, 
Qamishli and Al Malikeyyeh and the Children’s Hospital in Hasakeh). Nutrition supplies were 
delivered to three health centers. 

 WHO delivered two airlifts in the last month of IV fluids, lifesaving medicines, antibiotics, NCD 
medicines, as well as surgical kits and consumables sufficient for 92,000 beneficiaries. Supplies 
were prepositioned in Qamishli and Hasakeh city. A third airlift is awaiting security clearance.   

 WHO is preparing a shipment of supplies tailored for secondary health care needs. 

 NGO-run mobile clinics and a dispensary are responding to needs of IDPs. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

 Limited availability of mental health and psycho-social support services  

 Shortage of medicines and secondary care services has been reported. 
 
Coordination 

 Health sector partners continue to map needs, health facilities and coordinate the efforts of NGO 
partners on the ground who stand ready to respond to the needs of IDPs on the basis of available 
supplies. 

 Food Security and Agriculture 

 

Needs and Response 

 Partners have so far registered 3,737 families in Qamishli and Tal Amr, of which 1,280 families 
received food assistance. 

 In addition, 721 families were registered in Ras Al-Ain, Amuda, Yaroubiya and Derbassiyeh, 
including families in shelters. These families will receive food assistance in the coming days.  

 25,000 WFP food rations are available in Qamishli (enough for 125,000 people). These stocks will 
assist newly displaced families, as well as existing displaced families and food-insecure hosting 
communities. Additional food stocks are being transshipped through the Nusaybeen border 
point, subject to expedited approvals. Furthermore, WFP is supporting a local partner to prepare 
cooked meals for arriving families.  

 The three trucks that tried to deliver 4,950 food rations to SARC Hasakeh on 24 June safely 
retured to the WFP Qamishli warehouse with the food on 26 June.  

 9,000 food rations remain in the SARC warehouse in Hasakeh (in proximity to the conflict area), 
which will assist families trapped in the area when distribution becomes feasible. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 

 Difficulties in obtaining the necessary approvals forced WFP to interrupt dispatches between 25 
and 27 June. However, following appeals from humanitarian partners in the area to expedite the 
process, the regular release of facilitation letters resumed on 28 June and transport operations 
could continue as planned. 
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 Nutrition 

Needs and Response 

 Hasakek govenorate had one of the highest Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates among 
children in Syria prior to the crisis, and continues to have high rates, as indicated by the 2014 
assessment (above).  

 The recent displacement and violence has disrupted the already limited responses provided.  

 The sector is exploring possibilities of scaling up nutrition interventions through MoH and 
national partners while advocating engagement of international partners on the ground.  

 The sector is working on pre-positioning additional nutrition supplies while exploring new 
opportunities of delivering services.  

 
Gaps and Constraints 

 Lack of adequate information with regards to the nutritional status of women and children.  

 Insufficient funding.  

 Limited capacity of implementing parnters remains. In addition, a limited number of partners 
with capacity are allowed to operate in Al-Hasakeh.  

 

Coordination 

 Nutrition partnes in Hasakeh include SARC, the Armenian Charity, Al Birr, ACF and the Ministry of 
Health (MoH) with the support of three UN agencies (WFP, WHO and UNICEF). The sector 
undertakes preventive and treatment nutrition activities, including micronutrient 
supplementation and provision of nutrition supplementary foods to children under five, 
pregnant women and lactating mothers. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 

Needs and Response  
 

 Two schools in Qamishli city acting as new IDP shelters (Mohamad Abas Khalag and South Hilko, 
hosting 38 and 16 families respectivly) lack water storing capacities (water tanks), water pumps and 
temporary water trucking.  

 The Hassan Baran shelter (hosting 45 families) have received 17 families from Al-Hasakeh, and lacks 
latrines, water storage and water pump. 

 The new camp at Gre Rash/Tal Aswad lacks all WASH facilities and hygiene supplies. 

 UNICEF has reached 450 people in need in collective shelter in Qamishli city with family hygiene kits. 
Distribution is ongoing and UNICEF has enough stock to reach over 37,000 people in need. 

 The WASH team has requested SARC to transport five water tanks to four IDP shelters in Qamishli to 
fill the gaps in water storage capacities, benefiting over 600 people. UNICEF plans to locally procure 
water tanks to be installed in additional shelters. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

 Lack of water and sanitation facilities in the new IDP camp in Gre Rash/Tal Aswad; 
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 A large number of IDPs are living with relatives and are therefore hard to identify and reach. 
Attempts will be made to identify immediate needs in host communities. 

 

Coordination 

 A WASH sector meeting was held in Qamishli to identify needs and coordinate the response. 
  

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

 
Needs and response 
 

 On 26 June, UNHCR identified 29 families sheltering in public areas or gardens in Qamishli and 
provided them with basic NFIs, and the families subsequently found shelter. Another 120 
families were identified in six churches in Qamishli. 

 To date, a total of 155 families (775 individuals) were assisted with NFIs. 460 were assisted with 
NFIs and hygiene kits by UNHCR. The remaining 315 were assisted jointly by UNHCR and UNICEF. 

 Prioritized items by UNHCR include: mattresses, blankets, plastic sheets, sleeping mats, baby and 
adult diapers and hygiene kit (divided between UNHCR and UNICEF based on areas). 

 
Gaps and Constraint 

 Shelter and accommodation remain one of the priority needs. In Qamishli, apart from collective 
centres made available through the Christian community to accommodate Christian IDPs, there is 
only one collective shelter, a school. Although UNHCR requested DoSA to make other facilities 
available to accommodate those IDPs who cannot afford to rent places to stay in Qamishli, it is 
understood that DoSA does not have the authority to open collective centres. 

 UNHCR had an initial stock covering about 5,000 families, in addition to approximately 500 tents. 
Efforts are underway by to ascertain the most vialble option to replenish stocks.  

 UNICEF has 6,500 hygine kits available for distribution and is looking at procurement possibilities 
for additional kits.  

 

 Education 

 

Key figures: 

 According to the Ministry of Education (MoE)’s 2015 EMIS data, there are 227,973 pre-primary, 
primary and secondary students enrolled in Hasakeh governorate. The Education sector 
estimates that more than 16 per cent out of the total enrollment will likely be affected as a result 
of the recent fighting; 

 It is reported that 22 schools in different neighbourhoods of Hasakeh city, including Al Nashwa 
and Ghewran, have been affected or damaged. 

 Some schools are being used as collective shelters by IDPs (estimated figures and further details 
are yet available).  

 Many Department of Education officials have relocated from Hasakeh city to other safer 
locations. 

 

 



Syrian Arab Republic: Idleb Situation Report No. 1 | 6 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org/syria 

Needs and response 

 While schools are closed for the summer holidays, it is anticipated that recent IDP movements 
may impact on the planning for a new academic year starting in September; 

 UNICEF currently has education supplies (160 ECD kits, 290 recreation kits and 353 boxes of 
school-in-a-cartoon) available for a possible education response. 

 Cross-sector cooperation and inter-agency collaboration are urgently needed to address critical 
education and psychosocial needs of affected children and adolescents. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 

 Access, safety and road blockages impedes the mobility of partners and education personnel to 
assess the needs.  

 Collecting information is challenging due to poor communication. 
 
Coordination 

 Five agencies who are currently present in Qamishli implementing the education responses 
under the SRP, stand ready to respond to the current situation pending access and resources. 

 The Education sector will meet on 6 July to review the current situation and response.  

 

Early Recovery 

 

Needs and Response 

 Five factories in the industrial zone of Hasakeh city have been completely destroyed, in addition 
to severe damage to the ‘northern department’ police station. 

 A children’s hospital, university housing, the Litterature College, and several other buildings in 
the Al- Nashwa area have been heavily damaged.  

 UNDP is equipping kitchens at shelters hosting IDPs. 

 
Coordination 

 The sector will meet this week to discuss potential intervention in support to the high influx of 
IDPs to areas surrounding Al-Hasakeh and Qamishli. 

Logistics 

 

Needs and Response 

 The Logistics Cluster is on stand-by to support the humanitarian response if and when requested. 

 

General Coordination 

Humanitarian partners in Qamishli have met on a regular, sometimes daily, basis since 25 June to ensure 
a coordinated response to the sudden displacement in the Governorate.   
 



Syrian Arab Republic: Idleb Situation Report No. 1 | 7 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org/syria 

For further details please see Hasakeh Flash Updates # 1, 2, and 3: 
 
 http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/flash-update-al-hasakeh-25-june-2015 
 http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/flash-update-al-hasakeh-26-june-2015 
 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/syria/document/flash-update-al-

hasakeh-27-28-june-2015 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastian Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int   
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