
   

 

Situation in Numbers Highlights 

 DRC hosts 13,594 pre-registered refugees (5,287 families) of whom 

12,695 have been registered biometrically. In addition, hundreds of 

other Burundian citizens have crossed into DRC but have refused to 

be officially registered as refugees and are not included in these 

figures. Most of these refugees live in South Kivu Province. There are 

also 507 refugees in Katanga Province and 248 pre-registered 

refugees in Maniema. UNHCR plans to start biometric registration in 

these provinces as well. 

 On 28 July, Lusenda refugee site hosted 7,332 refugees (2,656 

families). 5,907 refugees live in host families in the Ruzizi Plain and 

Fizi Territory; the others live in transit sites in Sange (36), Monge 

Monge (104) and Kamvivra (215).  

 Delocalisation is on hold due to budgetary constraints for the 

construction of shelters on the site. Negotiations are underway for 

partner RHA to build such shelters with CHF funds. 

 Only 500 new people were registered after the presidential elections.  

 Registration of Burundian refugees from 2010 has begun and are 

estimated to represent around 9,000 people. UNHCR is reflecting on 

which approach to take to address the situation. 
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13,594 
Burundian refugees hosted in DRC 
 

7,332 
Burundian refugees living in UNHCR 
camps 
 

500  
New refugees registered after 
presidential elections in Burundi 
 

210  
Children treated for severe 
malnutrition 
 

58 
Unaccompanied and separated 
children (UASC) supported by ICRC 
and UNICEF 
 

230,000 
USD allocated by the Central 
Emergency Response Fund for 
nutrition assistance in refugee areas 
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For more information 

Pascal Villeneuve, Representative, pvilleneuve@unicef.org 
Aude Rigot, Chief of Emergencies, arigot@unicef.org 
Yves Willemot, Chief of Communication, ywillemot@unicef.org 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

WATER SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 

 From 13 July to 19 July (Week 29), 28 cases of cholera have been reported in Uvira and 3 in Ruzizi Health 

Zone (HZ) as opposed to 15 and 9 cases respectively from 6 to 12 July (Week 28). Since the beginning of 

the year, 497 cases in Uvira and 188 cases in Ruzizi have been reported. Only one case was reported 

amongst the refugees. 

 To prevent a cholera outbreak, UNICEF is supporting Oxfam GB in these two HZs to put in place WASH/

Emergency activities such as community awareness-raising and emergency rehabilitation of water supply 

systems in Luvungi, Kamanyola and Sange. 

 In Lusenda Camp, Oxfam GB launched an awareness-raising campaign for cholera prevention. 

 Despite Oxfam’s intervention (funded through Common Humanitarian Funds—CHF) covering water-

trucking and the construction of 400 latrines in Lusenda camp, UNHCR reported a 200 latrines gap. 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

 At the end of May, UNICEF distributed therapeutic food and other supplies (250 boxes of Plumpy’Nut, 60 

boxes of F75 therapeutic milk, medicine and anthropometric equipment) to assist Burundian refugees in 

Lemera, Ruzizi and Uvira HZs. At the same period, WFP (World Food Programme) put in place supplies to 

treat moderate acute malnutrition (MAM).  

 On 20 July 2015, PIN (People In Need) and Caritas Uvira, supported by UNICEF, treated 210 children with 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM), including 95 refugees in health 4 HZs: Uvira, Lemera, Ruzizi and Nundu. 

Infant and young child feeding (IYCF) in emergencies is promoted during the community management of 

acute malnutrition (CMAM) programme.  

 The NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) supports Nundu HZ where Lusenda refugee camp is settled. 

 The final May-June 2015 immunisation campaign report, supported by UNICEF, provided the total number 

of 6-59 month-old children vaccinated against polio and measles at, respectively, 80,594 and 70,693 chil-

dren. 5,183 and 5,195 refugee children were vaccinated against measles and polio respectively. 

 UNICEF’s RRMP (Rapid Response to Population Movements) partner IRC (International Rescue Commit-

tee) continues to provide free health care—including maternity coverage—to refugees and host families 

through 2 health centres (Kamanyola and Kashenyi) in Nyangezi HZ as well as coverage of cases trans-

ferred to the reference hospital. This includes care for refugees who have chosen not to be officially regis-

tered with UNHCR/CNR (Commission Nationale pour les Réfugiés) refugee attestation certificates. As of 

July 1, the Kamanyola centre had treated 182 refugees and 40 host family members. Since operations 

started in early June, a total of 862 refugee and host family members have received care. These health 

centres have lowered fees by 50% for all other local residents. A total of 3,600 persons have been treated 

since the beginning of the intervention in May. The intervention  has been extended until the end of August. 

EDUCATION 

 War Child Holland, ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency) and Save the Children continue to 

organise catch-up classes. 785 Burundian children are benefiting from this programme and have received 

classroom kits; 19 teachers have been recruited et trained among Burundian refugees in Lusenda camp. 
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 The site counts 2,076 school-age children who will require 42 classrooms and 42 teachers. Existing funds 

only cover the construction of 5 classrooms (AIRD-HCR), leaving a gap of 38 classrooms and 42 teachers. 

CHILD PROTECTION 

 War Child Holland set up 3 child-friendly spaces (CFS) in Lusenda site, each able to host 950 children.  

NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFI ) / SHELTER 

 Caritas Uvira, with support from Caritas Spain and Cafod (UK government Start Funds), is covering most of 

the NFI needs for the refugees and vulnerable host families living outside camps. In mid-July, UNICEF 

Emergency staff visited Caritas Uvira/Cafod cash voucher fairs in Kamanyola for 1,200 families.  Within the 

Lusenda site, AIRD, ADRA, Oxfam, and UNHCR have been covering NFI needs since the first relocation 

operations began. National NGO, RHA, and Caritas Uvira acquired additional support to cover other NFI 

needs for over 3,000 additional refugee families inside and outside Lusenda thanks to a Common Humani-

tarian Funds allocation. Action Aid has also received support for NFI for refugees. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

WASH 

 With UNICEF funds, Oxfam GB continues its cholera prevention activities in Uvira and Ruzizi Health Zones 

(HZs) through awareness-raising in Uvira as well as in villages around the Ruzizi Plain (Sange, Luvungi, 

Lubarika and Kamanyola). 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

 UNICEF received USD 230,00 from the CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) to provide nutrition 

assistance in the Health Zones of Uvira, Lemera, Ruzizi and Nundu.  

 RRMP mechanism continues its emergency medical support in 4 health centres (Lubarika, Kashenyi Luvun-

gi and Kamanyola) in the Ruzizi Plain by offering cost-free care to refugees and host families and reduced 

fees for other community members. The support was initially planned until 31 July. However, in the absence 

of a suitable organisation to take over the activities, RRMP will extend its support until the end of August. 

 UNICEF is working closely with WHO and UNFPA (UN Population Fund), who received a CERF grant for 

Health and SGBV (sexual and gender-based violence), in order to complement activities and ensure that 

refugees in host communities have access to the same services as those in the refugee camp (supported 

by WHO and UNFPA). 

EDUCATION 

 War Child Holland, ADRA and Save the Children have organised catch-up classes for 785 primary school 

children. 

 Through the Education cluster, UNICEF has signed a standby partnership with the NRC (Norwegian Refu-

gee Council) and 6,000 school kits have been made available for education emergencies that could poten-

tially be used for the new school year, in case of gaps in this area. 

CHILD PROTECTION 

 UNICEF and its partner AVREO continues the monitoring of 58 unaccompanied and separated children 

(UASC), among which 22 are placed in foster families supported by UNICEF partner AVREO. The 36 other 

children are in temporary foster families while UNICEF and ICRC are tracing their families.  
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