
 
Flash Update - Al-Hasakeh - 25 June 2015   

 
 

Highlights 
 
 On 25 June, ISIL advances inside of 

Al-Hasakeh city which according to 
DoSA and local partners has 
resulted in the displacement of an 
estimated 60,000 people, including 
50,000 within the city and another 
10,000 having left the city toward 
Amuda.  

 An estimated 200,000 people may 
try to flee the city in the coming 
hours to northern areas of the 
governorate, most likely towards 
Amuda and Qamishli. 

 
Background 

As per the 2011 estimates, the population of Al-Hasekeh Governorate is 1.5 million and the population 
of Al-Hasakeh city (capital of Al-Hasakeh Governorate) was an estimated 300,000. According to the 
SRP, there are an estimated 104,000 IDPs in Al-Hasekeh sub-district, with 156,000 People in Need. 
 
Al-Hasakeh city has a mixed Arab, Kurdish and Christian population. The city is located 80 km south of 
Qamishli city on the Turkish border.  
 
Although ISIL has moved closer to the Al-Hasekeh city in the last month, it has until now remained 
under the control of the Syrian Army and the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG). 
 

Situation overview 
On 25 June, ISIL gained control of the Al-Nashwa and Al-Shari’a neighborhoods of Al-Hasakeh city, as 
well as the area next to the central prison and the security branch in the southern and south-western 
parts of the city.  
 
Initial reports from DoSA and local partners indicate that at least 50,000 people have been displaced 
within the city, and that 2,000 civilian remain trapped in the concerned neighborhoods. 10,000 people 
are understood to have left the northern parts of Al-Hasekeh city in the afternoon of 25 June, moving 
towards Amuda. Should the security situation continue to deteriorate, it is estimated that up to 
200,000 people may try to flee Al-Hasakeh city in the coming hours and days, most likely towards 
Amuda and Qamishli. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Hasakah_Governorate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qamishli


Fierce fighting and shelling from both parties is reportedly on-going in the city, as well as aerial 
bombardments.  
 
These developments follow several attacks by ISIL on the city in the last month. On 30 May, ISIL 
mortars and artillery attacks on the city were reported, and resulted in four killed and 12 injured. On 
23 June, a VBIED targeted the Civil Defense building next to the children’s hospital in Al-Nashwa, 
resulting in three infants killed and major destruction to infrastructure. The children’s hospital was 
reportedly taken over by ISIL on 25 June. A second VBIED exploded next to the Kurdish Interior Security 
Forces, and a PBIED attempted to enter a military center in the city. The explosions resulted in dozens 
of people killed and wounded. 
 

Humanitarian Response 
Humanitarian partners in Qamishli and Department of Social Affairs met on 25 June to review the 
evolving situation and to take stock of their preparedness to respond to a likely influx of IDPs. OCHA, 
UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP, IOM and WHO are present in Qamishli, along with one INGO and a number of 
NNGOs. 
 
Food: WFP has 25,000 food parcels available in Qamishli, and can also support a charity kitchen in 
Qamishli to provide 1,000 cooked meals a day. On 25 June, a number of WFP trucks, carrying 5,000 
food parcels from Qamishli city were prevented from off-loading in Al-Hasekeh city due to the fighting. 
The trucks are currently at the SARC warehouse in the city. 
NFI: UNHCR has 5,000 NFI-kits available in Qamishli. 
WASH: UNICEF has 5,000 full hygiene kits available in Qamishli, including water kits, soap and washing 
powder for 20,000 households. Water-trucking is available should there be a need. 
Nutrition: UNICEF delivered Plumpy Doz, High Energy Biscuits and micronutrients to Qamishli last 
week. 
Health: There are functioning health facilities in Qamishli, Amuda and Derbasiyeh, including the public 
hospital in Qamishli to which WHO delivered IV fluids, lifesaving medicines, antibiotics, NCD medicines 
well as surgical kits and consumables for up to 92,000 people last week. UNICEF delivered supplies 
sufficient for over 100,000 beneficiaries to ten health facilities, including to  the national hospitals in 
Al-Hasekeh, Qamishli and Mlakiya and the Children’s hospital in Al-Hasakeh, also last week. In addition, 
UNICEF has medicines available in Qamishli for up to 40,000 people.   
Shelter: Partners will liaise with DoSA about the possibility to open shelters. 
Registration: UNHCR will act as the focal point for IDP registration and a geographical division of labour 
has been agreed with DoSA, SARC and NNGOs. 
 
Humanitarian partners continue to monitor the situation as the situation continues to evolve. 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastian Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int   

 



 


