
 
 

What is ACT? 
 
Launched at the 2014 U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit, the Accelerating Children’s 
HIV/AIDS Treatment (ACT) Initiative is a two-year effort to double the number 
of children receiving life-saving antiretroviral treatment (ART) in nine high-
priority countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The $200 million initiative represents 
a joint investment by the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) and the Children's Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF).  

Where is ACT being implemented? 
 
The nine ACT countries (Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe)  
are among those with the lowest access to pediatric treatment. These 
countries also have some of the greatest disparities in treatment coverage 
for children compared with adults living with HIV/AIDS.  

Why is ACT needed? 
 
ACT is bringing much-needed treatment to infants, children, and adolescents 
living with HIV/AIDS at this critical time. Evidence shows that without ART, 50 
percent of children living with HIV/AIDS will die before their second birthday, 
and 80 percent will die before their fifth birthday. In 2014, only 32 percent of 
children living with HIV/AIDS had access to treatment. This must change. 
 
Saving the lives of children with HIV is not only the right thing to do; it’s the 
smart thing. Healthy children who can pursue their dreams will grow 
economies, create jobs, and strengthen their communities for decades  
to come. 

First-Year ACT Results 
 
As of September 30, 2015, PEPFAR is supporting 489,000 children ages  
0–19 years with life-saving antiretroviral treatment, putting ACT on track to 
achieve the Fiscal Year 2017 target of 600,000 children on life-saving 
treatment. Also, the number of children ages 0–14 years who received 
testing and counseling services for HIV has more than doubled during the 
first year of ACT compared with the previous year, increasing to 4.3 million in 
FY 2015 from 2.1 million in FY 2014.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GLOBAL FACTS 
 

In 2014, 2.6 million 
children under  

age 15 were living  
with HIV/AIDS. 

 
Nearly 90 percent of  

children living with 
HIV/AIDS are in  

sub-Saharan Africa.  
 

Only 32 percent of 
children living with  

HIV/AIDS receive  
treatment. 

 
Children living with 

HIV/AIDS are 1/4  
less likely to receive  

treatment compared 
 with adults. 

 
In 2014, one new 

pediatric HIV  
infection occurred 

approximately every 
three minutes. 

 

 

 
 

MISSION 
To deliver an AIDS-free 

generation with accountability, 
transparency, and impact 

 
 
 
 
 

Additional partners 
are encouraged to join ACT and expand  

its impact. Working together, we can 
change the future for millions  

of children. 
 

LEARN MORE 
PEPFAR.gov | @PEPFAR 

Facebook/PEPFAR | #AIDSFreeGen 
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