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Acronyms 
 
 
ACP African, Caribbean and Pacific 

DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(Australia) 

DLA Department of Local Authorities (Vanuatu) 

ECHO European Commission Humanitarian Aid 
and Civil Protection 

ENSO El Niño-Southern Oscillation 

EPREP Emergency preparedness and Response 
Plan 

EU European Union 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation 

IASC Inter-Agency Standing Committee 

IFRC International Federation for the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 

NDMO National Disaster Management Office 

NEMO National Emergency Management Office 

OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights 

PHT Pacific Humanitarian Team 

PHP 
PICs 

Pacific Humanitarian Partnership  
Pacific Island Countries 

ROP Regional Office for the Pacific (OCHA) 

SPC Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

TC Tropical Cyclone 

UNDAC United Nations Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination 

UNDP United National Development Programme 

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund 

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 

UNISDR United Nations International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) 

UNWOMEN United Nations Entity for Gender Equality 
and the Empowerment of Women 

WFP World Food Programme 

WHS World Humanitarian Summit 
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Agenda at a glance 
 
 
Wednesday 28 October 2015 
 

Start 
Time 

End 
time 

Session Presenter/Facilitator 

08:00 09:00 Registration and morning coffee  

09:00 10:00 Session 1: Welcome and Year in Review Osnat Lubrani (UN RC), Sune Gudnitz (OCHA),  

10:00 10:30 Morning Break  

  Session 2 & 3 Implementing the outcomes of the World Humanitarian Summit Pacific regional 
consultations  

10:30 11:15 Session 2a: Placing affected communities at 
the center of humanitarian action – 
‘Communicating with Communities’  

Alice Clements (UNICEF), Danielle Parry (UNOCHA), 
Rebecca Olul (UNICEF), Marcel Nietau & John Isaac 
(Kings Cross Primary School), Rorona Kalsakau 
(Just Play) & Isabelle Austin (UNICEF) 

11:15 11:30 Session 2b: PHT Gender Equality Strategy Nicolas Burniat (UNWOMEN) 

11:30 13.00 Session 2c: Placing affected communities at 
the center of humanitarian action – 
‘Coordinated Assessments’ 

Suzanne Paisley (SPC), Michael Arunga (OCHA) Loti 
Yates (NDMO Solomon Islands), Rashmi Rita 
(OCHA),  

13:00 14:00 Lunch  

14:00 15:30 Session 3: Collaborating for Resilience – 
‘Bridging the humanitarian and development 
divide’ 

Cristelle Pratt (PIFS), Moortaza Jiwanji (UNDP), 
Stephen Scott (DFAT), Loti Yates (Solomon Islands 
NDMO), Ben Tabi (Vanuatu DLA) 

15:30 16:00 Working afternoon break  

16:00 17:50 Session 3 continued  

17:50 18:00 Wrap up and close  

18:00 19:30 Welcome Reception - Hosted by OCHA  
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Thursday 29 October 2015 
 
 

Start 
Time 

End 
time 

Session Presenter/Facilitator 

08:30 09:15 Session 4: Seasonal Outlook 2015/16 Neville Koop (Nadraki Weather) 

09:15 10:15 Session 5a: Preparedness for the season 
ahead: Managing simultaneous disasters, 
incorporating lessons learned from TCs Pam 
and Maysak 

Per Becker, Stephanie Zoll (IFRC), Jacqueline Deroin 
de Gaillande (VRCS), NDMO Representatives 

10:15 10:45 Working break  

10:45 12:00 Session 5a continued  

12:00 13:00 Lunch  

13:00 13: 30 Session 5b: Address from Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan, on 
the role of women’s health programmes in 
building resilience to disaster and climate 
change. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan, 
Global maternal and newborn health advocate. 

13:30 14:15 Session 5c: UNDAC – understanding 
UNDAC’s Role 

Jesper Lund (UNDAC) 

14:15 15:00 Session 6a: Finding regional solutions to 
logistical challenges in the Pacific 

Anna Young (WFP), Florent Chane (WFP) 

15:00 15:30 Working break  

15:30 16:45 Session 6a continued  

16:45 17:15 Session 6b: Disaster law issues and their 
impact on Logistics 

Finau Heuifanga (IFRC), NDMO Representatives, 
Red Cross National Societies Representative 

17:15 17:30 Wrap Up and Close Sune Gudnitz (OCHA) 
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Introduction 
 
 
About the Pacific Humanitarian Partnership regional meeting 
 
Previously known as the Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) regional meeting, the Pacific Humanitarian Partnership (PHP) 
regional meeting has been held annually since 2008.  
 
In 2014 it brought together more than 130 representatives involved in humanitarian action in the Pacific and this year’s event is 
set to be even bigger, reflecting current interest in humanitarian issues and specifically, the impact of El Niño on the region. As 
always, this meeting aims to strengthen the partnerships between actors and broaden the network of practitioners who are likely 
to collaborate in disaster preparedness and response.  
 
The agenda for the 2015 PHP features discussions around TC Pam and TC Maysak with a view to finding ways we can better 
prepare for and respond to disasters. Selected outcomes from the World Humanitarian Summit regional consultations in both 
Auckland and around the Pacific also feature prominently, with the aim of actioning some of the many recommendations that 
emerged.  
 
The UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) organizes and hosts the PHP. This year, it is the third meeting in 
a joint programme of events on disaster management and resilience which includes:  

a) A two-day training course on Strengthening Disaster Laws in the Pacific that was hosted by the IFRC from 23 -24 
October;  

b) The Pacific Regional Disaster Resilience Meeting (26 – 27 October) organised by UNISDR to bring together national 
and regional stakeholders to discuss and promote understanding of new strategies including the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 – 2030 and the SDRP; and  

c) The second Regional Steering Committee Meeting of the ACP-EU/SPC Building Safety and Resilience in the Pacific 
Project held on 30 October 2015.  

The PHP meeting is action-orientated and an opportunity for the humanitarian community to make commitments for change. It 
brings together different sectors to work collaboratively on understanding and addressing humanitarian concerns, including 
sustainable development, disaster risk reduction and climate change. 
 
Participants include representatives from national disaster management authorities, national ministries, UN agencies, Red Cross 
partners, non-governmental organizations, donors, civil-society groups, affected community members, regional and international 
organizations, and academics.  
 
Further information about the meeting is available on the event website at http://pacifichumanitarian.info. 
 
Objectives and outcomes 
 
To aim of the PHP Regional Meeting is to strengthen dialogue and partnership among National Disaster Management Offices 
(NDMOs) in the Pacific, the PHT and a wider group of humanitarian actors that are not necessarily engaged in operational 
aspects of the PHT.  To this end, the meeting has a two-fold objective: 

a. To begin discussions amongst humanitarian partners operating in the Pacific region and arrive at concrete actions on 
implementing the outcomes from the World Humanitarian Summit Pacific consultations; 

b. To prepare for the upcoming El Niño and tropical cyclone season, drawing on the lessons from Tropical Cyclones Pam 
and Maysak, which affected multiple countries simultaneously, so that humanitarian partners can plan and respond 
appropriately.  
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Venue and timings 
 
The PHT Regional Meeting will be held in Lali Rooms 
1 & 2, Holiday Inn Suva, Victoria Parade, Suva, Fiji. 
 
The meeting will begin at 8.00 am on the first day to 
allow time for registration before the programme starts 
at 8.30am. Day 2 will begin at 8.15am. 
 
A detailed agenda is available on page 22. 
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Pacific Humanitarian Team 
 
 
The Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) is a network of partners 
with the capability and capacity to assist Pacific Island countries 
and territories in preparing for and responding to disasters in 
the region.  
 
The PHT supports governments in delivering effective, 
appropriate, timely and coordinated disaster preparedness, 
response and recovery. The partnership works together to meet 
the needs and protect the rights and dignity of all affected 
communities. 
 
 
Vision 
 
All girls, boys, women and men affected by disasters in the 
Pacific receive the protection and assistance they require, 
which is transparent and timely, regardless of whom, or where 
they are or how they are affected.  
 
 
History 
 
The PHT was established at the Regional Inter-Agency Contingency Planning Workshop for Humanitarian Assistance in the 
Pacific in July 2008. At the workshop, humanitarian partners in the region agreed to improve country and regional level disaster 
preparedness and response by establishing more predictable and accountable coordination arrangements using the 
principles of the global cluster approach. 
 
The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) formally endorsed the PHT coordination arrangement in February 2012. 
Humanitarian partners now work through the PHT coordination arrangement to better support national authorities in preparing 
for, responding to and recovering from disasters in the region. 
 
With the IASCs endorsement of the PHT regional cluster approach in the Pacific, there is a common understanding that: 
 

• The PHT regional clusters are the agreed mechanism to facilitate on-going preparedness and contingency planning 
• The PHT regional clusters are the agreed coordination mechanism for effective and efficient international emergency 

response in support of national authorities for which PHT partners have the required capacity 
• Where emergencies exceed the regional capacities of the PHT, a request for global cluster support can readily be 

made.  
 
 
Leadership and coordination 
 
UN Resident Coordinators, based in Fiji and Samoa, act as co-Chairs of the PHT, and have overall leadership, accountability 
and responsibility for preparedness and response efforts supported by the Head of OCHA Regional Office of the Pacific.  In 
support of and in coordination with national and local authorities, UN Resident Coordinators are responsible for UN agencies 
within the PHT and for ensuring effective coordination with non-UN organizations. The UN Resident Coordinator may also 
perform the role of Humanitarian Coordinator, particularly during large-scale humanitarian disasters in the region.  
 
In addition to its general participation, UNOCHA acts as the PHT Secretariat and the disaster authority contact point for all PHT-
related matters, including general coordination and information management support. 
 
The PHT Position Statement for 2014 to 2020 defines the PHT’s vision, mission, values and goals. The Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Plan is a living document and is used by PHT cluster members to guide inter-agency humanitarian 
action in the Pacific. 
 
  

Commitments 
• Respect national government leadership 
• Uphold humanitarian principles and human rights 
• Respect local communities and promote their 

participation in and ownership of, preparedness and 
response actions 

• Address the needs and rights of all disaster affected 
people, including people with disabilities, people living 
with HIV/AIDS and the elderly, and promote gender 
equality and human rights 

• Be accountable and apply quality standards to our 
work 

• Continuously learn to improve the effectiveness of 
humanitarian action in the region 

• Respect PHT partners’ mandates, obligations and 
independence. 
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Working in partnership 
 
The PHT is a regional mechanism established to guarantee that external humanitarian support to disaster affected people and 
communities is well coordinated and aligned with the leadership of the affected government.  PHT partners organize themselves 
according to seven sector-specific regional Clusters and an Early Recovery Network. Cluster member organizations commit to 
participate through clusters and to work cooperatively with other cluster partners to ensure optimal and strategic use of available 
resources. While the cluster approach encourages strong partnerships and joint planning among humanitarian actors, it is up to 
individual organizations and agencies to determine levels of participation in the work of the clusters. 
 
The core responsibilities of clusters include the following: 
 

• Inclusive approach 
• Coordination mechanisms 
• Participatory  
• Cross-cutting issues 
• Assessment 
• Strategy development 
• Standards 
• Information Management 
• Advocacy and resource mobilization 
• Preparedness and capacity building 

 
 
Each cluster has a Cluster Lead Agency with an appointed Cluster Coordinator responsible for coordinating regional 
preparedness and response activities in that particular sector. The regional clusters include all PHT member organizations and 
agencies that participate in clusters and collaborate with other cluster partners.  
 
An Early Recovery Coordinator is responsible for supporting the Government transition from response to broader recovery and 
development, and supporting PHT clusters to integrate early recovery from the outset of a disaster response. 
 
Clusters operate on an open-ended basis and are mobilised in consultation with regional partners in an emergency. Support can 
be customized to the type of disaster, based on its size and scale. Under this approach, if an emergency exceeds the capacity of 
regional PHT clusters, global cluster support can be requested. 
 
 
Cluster Area Lead Agency 

Health and Nutrition World Health Organization (WHO) / United National Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

Food Security Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

Education in Emergencies United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) / Save the Children 

Protection Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) / United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

Emergency Shelter International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 

Logistics World Food Programme (WFP) 

Early Recovery Network United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
 
 
Supporting government leadership 
 
Humanitarian action is coordinated in support of nationally led disaster management, at the regional level revolving around the 
IASC Cluster approach but at the country level supporting coordinated arrangements deemed appropriate by the affected 
government. The PHT acts as a regional coordination body for national authorities who require external assistance. The 
mechanism supports timely and appropriate levels of assistance, such as technical expertise and relief items, for preparedness, 
response and recovery. 
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Clusters align with and support Government line ministries through each phase of the disaster management cycle to ensure a 
whole of Government approach. PHT links with national authorities in each country are defined by a range of factors, including 
country context, existing national coordination arrangements and a government’s request for assistance. 
 

 
An example of how government and cluster structures can inter-link in an emergency 

 
Activating PHT support 
 
In the event of a disaster requiring external assistance, the government of the affected country can request assistance from UN 
Resident Coordinators in either Fiji or Samoa through UNOCHA. National disaster management authorities may contact 
UNOCHA at any time. UNOCHA also supports the UN Resident Coordinator by ensuring coordination between national, regional 
and international partners during disasters and in preparedness for disaster response.  
 
During a disaster event, the nature of support provided by PHT partners is dependent on the scope and scale of the disaster and 
the nature of a Government’s request for assistance. 
 
 
Sharing information 
 
The PHT provides a regional platform for 
humanitarian partners to share information, 
consolidate best practice, map capacities and 
gaps and strengthen the collective capacity of 
humanitarian action in the region. 
 
The online platform can be accessed at 
https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info. 
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PHT Cluster Capacity 
 

 Health WASH Food 
Security Shelter Education Logistics Protection Early 

Recovery 
Lead 
Agency WHO/UNICEF UNICEF FAO IFRC UNICEF WFP UNHCR UNDP 

Cluster 
coordinator Part time Part time Part time   Full time   

Dedicated 
Funding 

UNFPA 
emergency 

fund 
Agency 
funding  Agency 

funding  Agency 
funding 

UNHCR/OHCHR 
do not have 
operational 

funding 
UNFPA 

emergency fund 

Agency 
funding 

No. of active 
partners  45 15–20 6-12  30  n/a 

Additional 
staff in 
region 

 12 1 Consultant 1  
1 plus Surge 
Capacity on 

Request 
17 

Surge 
capacity on 

request 

Standby 
partner 
options 

UNFPA surge 
roster 

GENCAP 

RedR/ 
MSB  Aust. Red 

Cross   

RedR Australia, 
ProCAP, 

UNFPA surge 
roster, GENCAP 

Bureau for 
Policy and 

Programme 
Support 

Updated 
contact list  

Yes 
(managed 

in-
country) 

Yes Yes   Yes n/a 

Assessment 
tool Yes (MISP) Yes 

Yes (multiple 
and under 

development) 
Yes Yes 

Logistics 
Rapid 

Assessment 
Tools 

Yes 

Yes (e.g. 
PDNA, 
Gender 

Checklist) 

Contingency 
stocks Yes Yes 

N/A unless 
food aid is 
considered 

In 
development Yes In 

development 
Yes (UNFPA 
dignity kits) No 

Secondary 
data Available Available 

Available via 
FAO (Ag., 
fisheries, 
forestry) 

In 
development Available 

Logistics 
Capacity 

Assessments 
Yes Yes 
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PHT Clusters and Pacific Island Government Ministries 
 

  
Fiji PNG Solomon 

Islands Vanuatu FSM Kiribati Marshall 
Islands Nauru Palau Cook 

Islands Niue Samoa Tokelau Tonga Tuvalu 

Health/ 
Nutrition Govt MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH MoH 

 
Supp. org.                

WASH Govt MoH NA MHMS DGMWR NA MPWU MWSC NA NA NA NA NA NA MoH NA 

 
Supp. org. 

     
SPC 

   
SPC SPC 

 
SPC 

 
SPC 

Food 
Security Govt MoAg Min RD & 

MAL 
Dept of Ag 

and RD  

Min. of 
Envt, 

Lands & 
Ag. Dev 

Min. of 
Res.& Devt 

Dept of 
Comm., 

Ind.& 
Resources 

Min. of Res 
& Devt - 

Bureau of 
Ag. 

MoAg 
Dept. of 

Agr., 
Forestry & 
Fisheries 

MAFF 
Min. for 

Econ Devt 
and NaRe 

MAFFF 
Min. of 
NaRe & 
Lands 

MAFFF 

 
Supp. org. UNDP FAO 

  
FAO 

   
FAO FAO 

 
FAO 

   
Shelter Govt 

 
            NEMO 

 

 
Supp. org. Habitat             

  
Education Govt MoE MoE MEHRD MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MoE MET MEYS 

 
Supp. org. Save 

 
Save Save 

          
TANGO/ 

Red Cross 

Protection Govt MWCPA 
            

MIA 
 

 
Supp. org. 

               
Logistics Govt MoF / 

NDMO             
TBC /MET 

 

 
Supp. org. Act for 

Peace               

Early 
Recovery Govt MoF               
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History of PHT Responses 
 
Event Month Country 

2008   

High sea swells December FSM, RMI and Solomon Islands  

2009   

Floods January Fiji 

Guadalcanal floods February Solomon Islands 

Ambrym volcano and flood April Vanuatu 

Earthquake and tsunami September Samoa and Tonga 

Gaua volcano December Vanuatu 

Tropical Cyclone Mick December Fiji 

2010   

Tropical Cyclone Pat February Cook Islands 

Tropical Cyclone Rene February Tonga 

Tropical Cyclone Tomas March Fiji 

Tropical Cyclone Ului March Solomon Islands 

2011   

Tropical Cyclone Vania January Vanuatu 

Tropical Cyclone Wilma February Tonga 

Tropical Cyclone Atu February Vanuatu 

Drought September Tuvalu 

2012   

Floods January and March Fiji 

Tropical Cyclone Jasmine February Vanuatu 

Flash floods and landslides June Solomon Islands 

Typhoon Bopha December Palau 

Tropical Cyclone Evan December Samoa and Fiji 

2013   

Earthquake and tsunami February Solomon Islands 

Drought April Marshall Islands 

Super Typhoon Haiyan November Palau 

2014   

Tropical Cyclone Ian January Tonga 
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Event Month Country 

King Tides March Marshall Islands 

Tropical Cyclone Lusi March Vanuatu 

Flash floods April Solomon Island 

2015   

Tropical Cyclone Pam March Vanuatu and Tuvalu 

Tropical Cyclone Maysak March-April FSM 

EL Niño Drought Ongoing Region-wide 
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PHT Responses in 2014 - 2015 
 
OCHA and the Pacific Humanitarian Team responded to a major emergency in the Pacific region in the early half of 2015.  
Tropical Cyclone Pam struck Vanuatu and Tuvalu in March, with impacts also felt in Kiribati.   
 
Across the region, a total of 
11 fatalities were recorded. 
All these deaths occurred in 
Vanuatu. A total of 193,600 
people were affected, of 
which 189,000 were in 
Vanuatu and 4,600 in 
Tuvalu.  A total of 4,350 
people were displaced - 
4000 in Vanuatu and 350 in 
Tuvalu. A total of 18,036 
dwellings were damaged, 
almost all of which were in Vanuatu.  
 

Humanitarian funding requirements during this 
emergency totalled USD19.7mil of which 13.5mil  
was for Vanuatu and 6.2mil for Tuvalu.  
 
 
To support Government leadership, members of 
the Pacific Humanitarian Team were deployed to 
Vanuatu and Tuvalu. OCHA staff were deployed to 
each of the emergencies. 
 

 
  

Figure 1: Figures above are in Millions of US dollars 
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World Humanitarian Summit – Pacific Consultations 
 
 
The World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) will take place 
in Istanbul from 26-27 May 2016. The WHS will set a 
future agenda for humanitarian action aimed at saving 
more lives, alleviating suffering and preserving human 
dignity in the face of crisis. It will provide the platform for 
heads of state and government, leaders of civil society, 
the private sector, crisis-affected people and multilateral 
organizations to reaffirm their commitment to 
humanitarian action and announce how they intend to 
act on critical priorities.   
 
In preparation for Istanbul, the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has been 
managing a global consultation process to identify the 
building blocks for the changes needed at the global, 
regional and national levels. The Pacific is one of eight 
regions around the world to hold local consultations. For 
this region, the stakes could not be higher. Humanitarian 
needs are on the rise across the Pacific where countries 
are acutely vulnerable to a range of frequent natural 
hazards and the impacts of climate change. Eight Pacific 
Islands in the region are among the top 15 most at risk of 
disasters globally. The Pacific has some of the smallest 
and least developed national economies in the world. As 
a result, disaster losses usually have a more serious and 
enduring impact, eroding valuable development gains. It 
is critical that the humanitarian system finds more 
efficient and locally appropriate ways of meeting the 
needs of this geographically dispersed and disaster-
prone region.  
 
During the first half of 2015, the Pacific Regional 
Steering Group and its partners canvassed 1,428 people 
during 92 consultations in 17 countries seeking their 
views on priorities for reshaping aid. These ideas formed 
the basis of the agenda for the Pacific regional 
consultation meeting in Auckland from 30 June to 2 July, 
which brought together more than 140 people from 
across the three sub-regions of the Pacific. The 
Auckland meeting was co-chaired by Australia, New 
Zealand and UNOCHA. It involved representatives of 
disaster-affected communities, civil society, 
governments, international aid agencies, the United 
Nations, the Red Cross movement, academia and the 
private sector in the Pacific.  
 
The six key calls from the Pacific over the course of 
these consultations were: 
 
 

1. Affected people should be at the 
centre of humanitarian action 

 
Affected and vulnerable communities, including women, 
girls, the elderly and people with disabilities, need to be 
at the heart of humanitarian response. This means 

involving them in decision making from the beginning of 
an emergency and conducting assessments in a more 
coordinated way. While this idea is already well 
integrated into widely shared humanitarian standards, we 
are not yet doing enough to put this key principle in 
practice. Investing in community engagement is critical to 
ensuring community empowerment and community 
ownership. This investment must be done locally before, 
during and after a crisis. Participants noted the need to 
build strong, trusting partnerships, involving two-way 
communication between responders and those impacted 
by emergencies, so that communities get the right help, 
from the right people, at the right time. There was also a 
strong push from the region to better address sexual and 
gender-based violence issues in emergency situations. 
 
 
2. The humanitarian system must be 
realigned to build on local capacities 
 
Pacific Islanders have challenged the humanitarian 
community to ensure that outside assistance is tailored 
to the needs of affected communities and does not 
overwhelm existing local systems, knowledge and skills.  
The system has to support ‘first responders’ and deliver 
immediate lifesaving support, while building longer-term 
sustainability and avoiding creating dependencies. 
Pacific Islanders made a strong case for making better 
use of traditional knowledge and coping mechanisms to 
find solutions from within, empowering communities and 
other local actors to lead their own response.  Aid should 
build on, re-enforce and not substitute people’s own 
efforts to cope and recover. Pacific Islanders 
emphasized the key role of civil society organisations as 
a bridge between local communities and governments, 
especially when it comes to communicating the kind of 
humanitarian assistance required post-disaster. 
 
 
3. The system must plan and respond in 
a culturally appropriate way to the 
challenge of managing displacement 
 
The impacts of Climate Change are being increasingly 
being felt in low-lying Pacific islands that are vulnerable 
to sea level rises. The WHS Pacific consultations 
identified a desire to see these countries and their 
neighbours start planning for the domestic and 
international displacement likely to be caused by rising 
sea levels and reduced food security. Such is the 
connection with ancestral lands that many Pacific 
Islanders may not want to relocate, no matter what the 
stakes. Forced relocations have been largely 
unsuccessful in the region. 
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4. We must better collaborate for 
resilience 
 
Pacific participants expressed a desire to collaborate on 
preparedness and risk reduction efforts in order to 
enhance resilience to disasters. This means finding new 
ways to bridge the development-humanitarian divide and 
overcome the artificial silos, which too often affect the 
delivery of aid. We need to do more to strengthen 
national governments to help them manage their own 
responses. States should also become better prepared 
to facilitate and regulate international relief through 
appropriate procedures, planning and institutional 
capacity. Local civil society actors can also improve their 
readiness to cooperate with international partners.  
 

 
5. Financing must cover preparedness, 
response and early recovery 
 
Affected state governments and civil society 
organisations receive a tiny proportion of international 
humanitarian financing.  At the same time, many affected 
state governments struggle to exercise effective 
leadership over international humanitarian operations, 
partly because they lack the preparedness, institutional 
capacity and procedures to do so.  Some rebalancing is 
long overdue. More decision-making, more funding and 
more responsibility must pass to the local level, while 
maintaining a clear, complementary role for international 
responders. Donors were urged to consider more 
predictable, flexible, long term funding arrangements that 
support disaster risk reduction, crisis response and then 
recovery, instead of focusing on just one phase of the 
cycle. Systems must be simple and flexible enough to 
get assistance and resources rapidly off the ground. 
Donors could offer incentives to countries that simplify 
their processes.  Pacific participants came up with a 
range of innovative, practical reforms to financial 
systems including micro-insurance products. There was 

a strong call for the sending of remittances to be made 
easier. Banks, remittance organizations and 
telecommunications companies should consider waiving 
fees in an emergency, for a defined period, depending 
on the scale of the disaster.  
 
 
6. There should be a greater effort to 
partner with the private sector 
 
The Pacific consultation process identified potential for 
improved engagement with the private sector to support 
disaster preparedness, response and early recovery. 
The private sector is increasingly seen as a powerful ally 
in disaster risk reduction, preparedness and 
humanitarian response in the region. As partners, they 
have the potential to provide innovative approaches to 
solve issues that governments and traditional 
humanitarian partners have been grappling with for many 
years.  Telecommunications is an excellent example.  
 
 
The path from Auckland to Istanbul 
A strong Pacific contingent attended the recent Global 
Consultation in Geneva, ensuring the region’s voice was 
heard on the world stage in the lead up to Istanbul.  
Following the Global Consultation, a Secretary-General’s 
report will be produced, establishing the vision for the 
World Humanitarian Summit, setting out critical areas for 
action and recommendations on how to take these 
forward. This will be circulated in late 2015 in preparation 
for the May Summit. Between now and Istanbul, the 
Pacific Humanitarian Team and its partners have a 
unique opportunity to lend credibility to the outcomes of 
the regional consultation by putting these ideas into 
action now. Day one of this year’s PHP is aimed at 
identifying concrete steps and commitments partners can 
make towards realizing the recommendations from 
Auckland.   
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El Nino in the Pacific 
 

 

What is El Niño? 
 
El Niño is a warming of surface ocean waters in the 
eastern tropical Pacific.  
 
El Niño is a naturally recurring climate pattern seen 
every three to seven years.  
 
These events can last from six months to two years. 
 
El Niño is not itself a disaster but it can have profound 
effects on weather patterns around the world.  
 
It impacts different sub regions in a variety of ways.  
 
El Niño events are not caused by climate change but 
climate change could make their impacts more severe. 
  
 

 
 

Humanitarian risks of El Niño 
 
 
Drought: El Niño usually coincides with much drier 
conditions across the western Pacific and Southeast 
Asia. Extended drought conditions can lead to food and 
water scarcity and impact job security and income. 
 
Food Security: Crops can be severely impacted by lack 
of rainfall and frost during cropping seasons; delaying 
planting operations and adversely affecting yield 
potential. Worsening malnutrition may be a long-term 
consequence.  
 
Floods: During an El Niño event there is also heavier 
rain in the equatorial Pacific putting low-lying nations at 
risk of floods and soil erosion. 
 
Disease: Health risks include outbreaks of various 
diseases including diarrhoea and typhoid, by exposure to 
contaminated water or decreased hygiene from water 
shortages. There may also be an increase in vector-
borne diseases including dengue, due to increased 
mosquito vectors and temperatures.  
 
Frost: Previous El Niño events have resulted in severe 
frost in highland provinces of PNG, severely impacting 
domestic garden and crop yields.  
 
Tropical cyclones: In the Pacific, El Niño patterns see 
more frequent and intense cyclones forming over a 
larger area and for a longer period. There is often an 
eastward shift in activity in the South Pacific towards the 
Cook Islands and French Polynesia.  

 
Fires and haze: Drier weather can cause more forest 
fires and haze. Many of these blazes are on deep peat 
lands, particularly in Indonesia, producing huge plumes 
of smoke and large amounts of carbon dioxide, which 
can cause significant health concerns. 
 
Social distress: El Niño could encourage forms of 
migration that compromise human security. Expected 
food shortages, increased health hazards and lack of 
shelter in urban and peri-urban areas could become the 
drivers for increased risk of violent conflict, in the form of 
civil conflict, inter-group violence and protests 
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Current conditions and forecast 
 
On 12 May 2015, the Australia Bureau of Meteorology 
upgraded the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
tracker to “El Niño”. Forecasting models project El Niño 
conditions to continue throughout 2015 and into early 
2016. Nadraki Weather says computer models are 
currently indicating an El Niño peak around December 
2015 or January 2016, however the impacts are 
expected to be felt for much longer. If little or no wet 
season rain arrives in affected countries, communities 
may not have their water supplies replenished until the 
following wet season at the end of 2016 or the beginning 
of 2017.The current El Niño has officially been declared 
as strong by the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.  

 
1997/98 El Niño 
The 1997–98 El Niño was, by most measures, the 
strongest on record, with major climatic impacts felt 
around the world. Meteorologists are still divided over 
whether the evolving El Niño event is already stronger 
than that of 1997/98. The Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology recently warned that the current El Nino 
event looks set to reach record levels and continue well 
into next year. The Bureau said that while the current El 
Nino had not yet reached the peak of record-setting 
events in 1982 and 1997, it is now forecast to get there 
eventually around Christmas.  
 
The 1997/8 El Niño should be a cautionary tale for 
people living in the Pacific. It brought severe drought to 
many countries in the Pacific including PNG, Fiji, the 
Marshall Islands, Samoa, Vanuatu, Tonga, Solomon 
Islands and New Caledonia.  In Fiji, there were food 
shortages with struggling families requiring emergency 
food rations. Half of Fiji’s population was targeted for 
government water delivery in 1998. Schools were forced 
to close because of water and sanitation issues. The 
drought drove the Fiji economy into the worst recession 
in its history. The sugarcane harvest was slashed by 
nearly 50 percent. The Marshall Islands received just 8 
per cent of normal annual rainfall in 1998.Tonga’s 
Ha’apai Islands received just 37 per cent of rainfall 
during the January to May rainy season in 1998. 

Impact on Asia and the Pacific 
 
The evolving El Nino event will place additional stress on 
water resources over coming months and there is an 
extremely high risk of major and catastrophic drought 
impacts into 2016. As many as 11 South Pacific 
countries could be affected by El Nino-related drought, 
placing up to 4.6 million people at risk. This includes 
approximately 2.3 million people identified by the 
Government in PNG, as well as the total populations of 
all other affected Pacific countries. Drought warnings are 
now in force for PNG, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa, a drought 
watch is in place in the Solomon Islands and drought 
alerts have been issued for Vanuatu and Palau. Water 
deliveries are already targeting 67 000 people in Fiji and 
90 000 people are being targeted with food deliveries in 
Vanuatu. Intensified drought conditions will be 
particularly difficult for countries such as Vanuatu and 
the Solomon Islands that are just emerging from the 
devastation caused by Tropical Cyclones Pam and 
Raquel.  
 
The risk of severe cyclones is also increased during an 
El Niño event. El Niño may also see cyclones form over 
a much wider region of the Pacific and intensify as they 
travel to the south east, over the warmer than normal 
water. NIWA scientists are predicting 11-13 cyclones in 
the next six months, with up to six of these being severe 
(Category 3 or higher). The islands identified as having 
heightened cyclone risk are Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna, 
Samoa, the Society Islands, northern Cook Islands, 
areas north of Fiji early in the season, and French 
Polynesia late in the season. It is expected that the 
passage of these tropical cyclone systems over or near 
island groups will be the primary source of significant 
rainfall over the year ahead for countries south of the 
equator. This rainfall is usually extremely heavy, for short 
periods of time. It can cause major flooding but is only of 
minimal benefit to crops and livestock. However, 
rainwater collected during such events can assist in 
addressing water shortages for sanitation and cooking. 
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Background Information 
 
Global 
 
Humanitarian Programme Cycle 
 
The Humanitarian Programme Cycle (HPC) refers to the 
phases and corresponding programmatic activities of disaster 
response, helping government and humanitarian actors to 
better coordinate and sequence their actions to ensure a 
more effective response. It guides the way in which 
humanitarian actors engage – with each other, with national 
and local authorities, and with people affected by crises – to 
achieve more effective, efficient, predictable and transparent 
outcomes. Emergency preparedness is a distinct element of, 
and underpins, the entire cycle. 
 
Further information about the HPC is available at 
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/programme-
cycle/space 
 
 
Common Framework for Preparedness 
 
The ‘Common Framework for Preparedness’ supports the 
development of preparedness capacity in a more coherent 
manner using a systematic country level approach that 
collectively assesses capacity and need, uses this 
assessment to jointly develop programs and plans, and then 
implements these to strengthen preparedness. Preparedness 
is situated within an overall, nationally led, disaster risk 
management context, which includes prevention, mitigation, 
preparedness, response and recovery measures. 
 
The framework can be downloaded at 
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/ROWCA/Coordination/Com
mon_Framework_for_Preparedness_Oct2013.pdf 
 
 
Regional 
 
PHT Position Statement 2014-2020 
 
The PHT Position Statement 2014 to 2020 has been 
developed based on findings from the PHT Performance 
Review 2008 to 2012, completed in February 2013. The 
review recommended the development of a PHT Position 
Statement, which clearly defines PHT roles and 
responsibilities, how the PHT provides support to NDMOs and 
line ministries in disaster preparedness and response and the 
future direction of the PHT. The PHT Position Statement was 
drafted by a PHT Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) from June 
to October 2013. It was further revised and finalized with 
inputs from NDMOs and PHT partners during consultations at 
the 6th Annual PHT Workshop held from 21 to 25 October 
2013. 
 

The document includes three priority focus areas: 
 
Focus Area 1 
PHT partners to improve the quality and coordination of 
capacity strengthening initiatives at national level - To 
provide predictable and reliable support to national capacity 
strengthening, PHT partners should align their support behind 
national priorities in a coordinated manner and according to 
their comparative advantage. 
 
Focus Area 2 
Enhanced PHT cluster performance – Efficient 
management or functioning of regional PHT clusters is the 
joint responsibility of the Cluster Lead Agency and cluster 
members with the aim of supporting national partners in 
preparedness and response. 
 
Focus Area 3 
Information management, monitoring and evaluation and 
assessments - Strengthening the collection and use of 
primary (e.g. assessment) and secondary (baseline data, 
maps etc.) data is a priority for improved disaster 
preparedness and response. 
 
The PHT Position Statement can be downloaded at 
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/pacific-humanitarian-team-
position-statement-2014-2020 
 
 
Emergency Response and Preparedness Plan 
 
The Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan, or the 
EPREP, is designed to guide inter-agency humanitarian 
action in the Pacific, and consolidates information on the 
humanitarian architecture, tools and services of the PHT. 
 
The objective of the EPREP is to define the coordination 
mechanisms of the PHT (at various levels of response) and 
the relevant government institutions for emergency 
preparedness and response. Furthermore, its objective is to 
outline the mechanisms through which PHT members can link 
to government structures to ensure the most effective and 
efficient means of coordination and information sharing during 
an emergency. 
 
The EPREP aims to prepare humanitarian stakeholders to 
provide more efficient and effective support to Pacific Island 
governments before, during and after an emergency response 
to minimise the humanitarian consequences of disasters. The 
EPREP, in particular the cluster plans, provide the roadmap 
through which future collaborative humanitarian action will be 
carried out in the region. 
 
The plan can be downloaded at: 
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/emergency-preparedness-
response-plan-guide-inter-agency-humanitarian-action-pacific 
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Detailed Agenda 
 
Wednesday 28 October 2015 
 
 
Session 1: Welcome and the Year in Review 
Session Time: 09:00 – 10:00 

Presenter / Facilitator: Osnat Lubrani (UN Resident Coordinator), Sune Gudnitz (OCHA)  
 
This year, the PHP is part of a joint program of events around disaster management and resilience in the Pacific being held in 
Suva.  The Pacific Humanitarian Partnership (PHP) regional meeting, previously known as the Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) 
regional meeting, aims to strengthen the links between the actors and broaden the network of practitioners who are likely to 
collaborate in disaster preparedness and response.  The new format better reflects the wider audience and strategic focus of this 
annual gathering, differentiating it from the more operational nature of the PHT. The PHP also provides an opportunity to reflect 
on the successes and challenges of the PHT in addressing humanitarian need across the region over the past 12 months. 
 
This session will welcome participants to the meeting and familiarize them with changes to the format.  It is also an opportunity to 
explain the expected outcomes, which include commitments to action both the World Humanitarian Summit Pacific regional 
consultation recommendations and lessons learned from TC Pam/TC Maysak. 
 
 
Sessions 2 & 3: Implementing outcomes from the World Humanitarian Summit 
The WHS regional consultation for the Pacific identified six key issues/recommendations that PHT members are now being 
encouraged to turn into actions.  The PHP provides a forum to propel this process forward by focusing on two of these key 
recommendations in sessions 2 and 3:  
 

• Recommendation 1: Placing affected communities at the centre of humanitarian action; and  
• Recommendation 4: Collaborating for resilience.   

 
 
Session 2a: Placing affected communities at the center of humanitarian action – ‘Communicating 
with communities’  
Session Time: 10:30 – 11.15 

Presenter / Facilitator: Alice Clements (UNICEF), Danielle Parry (UNOCHA), Rebecca Olul (UNICEF) Marcel Nietau 
and John Isaac (Kings Cross Primary School), Rorona Kalsakau (Just Play), Isabelle Austin (for 
translation) 

 
This session provides the opportunity to hear directly from community members about the experience of receiving assistance 
during a response and how it could be improved from the perspective of an affected person.  The national, regional and 
international responses to Tropical Cyclone (TC) Pam revealed successes and exposed failures in the humanitarian community’s 
engagement with local communities.  This learning needs to be incorporated into future responses.  The intended outcomes of 
this session include a clearer understanding of affected communities’ experiences of being at the receiving end of assistance; 
improved awareness of effective approaches to preparedness and response messaging; and strategies for less intrusive 
assessments which deliver a more meaningful reflection of the needs of affected community members. This interview-style panel 
will set the scene for the following discussion on assessments. 
 
 
Session 2b: PHT Gender Equality Strategy 
Session Time: 11:15 – 11:30 

Presenter / Facilitator: Nicolas Burniat (UNWOMEN) 

 
Participants at the World Humanitarian Summit Pacific regional consultations emphasized the need for humanitarian 
organisations to ensure that responses are tailored to local contexts and do not exclude key groups from the decision making 
process. Participants called for a greater commitment to incorporating the specific requirements and strengths of women, who 
too often experience unequal impacts from disasters. UN Women, UNFPA, and the Protection Cluster will familiarise the meeting 
with their newly created PHT Gender Equality Strategy. 
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The aim of the session is to: 

1. increase awareness of this tool, which will guide PHT cluster leads in collective goal setting on gender, protection and 
humanitarian response. 

2. secure endorsement of the strategy 
3. support mechanisms for implementing and monitoring progress on the implementation of the strategy 

 
 
Session 2c: Placing affected communities at the center of humanitarian action – ‘Streamlining 
assessments’ 
Session Time: 11:30 – 13:00 

Presenter / Facilitator: Suzanne Paisley (SPC), Michael Arunga (OCHA), Loti Yates (Solomon Islands NDMO), Rashmi 
Rita (OCHA),  

 
Streamlined assessments are believed to improve the quality of information gathered, as well as reduce the imposition on those 
being interviewed.  The reaction of affected communities to assessments undertaken during the TC Pam response provides a 
backdrop to continue the discussions started at the last PHT regional meeting around streamlining assessments.  The session 
will explore efforts already underway in the Solomon Islands to move towards a single national assessment platform.  The need 
to streamline assessment processes was identified after the country’s floods in 2014.  The session will also look at recent 
advances in technology and assessment tools that make streamlining assessments easier. The purpose of this session is to 
stimulate discussion and concrete commitments towards streamlined assessment processes using the best available technology.  
 
 
Session 3: Collaborating for resilience - Bridging the humanitarian and development divide. 
Session Time: 14:00 – 17:50 

Presenter / Facilitator: Moortaza Jiwanji (UNDP), Cristelle Pratt (Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat), Stephen Scott 
(DFAT), Marc Overmars (UNICEF), Loti Yates (Solomon Islands NDMO), Ben Tabi (Vanuatu 
Department of Local Authorities) 

 
The current model of practice in the Pacific is increasingly becoming unfit for purpose where countries are disaster prone and 
must swing between response, recovery and development on a regular basis.  Vanuatu is an excellent example of this 
phenomenon where the response to TC Pam is moving into recovery mode just as the next emergency – El-Niño - is developing.  
The WHS Pacific consultations identified a need to bridge this divide between humanitarian and development activity in order to 
meet the region’s core objective of resilience to disasters.  
 
The purpose of this session is to take forward the recommendations from the WHS consultations on collaborating for resilience in 
the Pacific and explore how these can be put into action.  Specifically the session is designed to arrive at some 
recommendations for more effective collaboration for resilience and garner commitments on actions to bridge the humanitarian-
development divide using practical examples of country and regional experiences.  
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Thursday 29 October 2015 
 
Session 4: Seasonal Outlook 2015 / 16 
Session Time: 08:30 – 09:15 

Presenter / Facilitator: Neville Koop, Nadraki Weather 

 
This session provides the 2015/16 outlook on the Pacific cyclone season and has a strong focus on the implications of El Niño.  
The session will look at the following: 
 

• Weather update 
• Rainfall predictions for each Pacific Country/region 
• Current rainfall status of key drought-risk countries 
• Comparison to previous El Niño events 
• Cyclone season predictions	

 
Session 5: Preparedness for the season ahead 
 
Session 5a: El Niño, managing simultaneous disasters, incorporating lessons learned from TCs 
Pam and Maysak 
Session Time: 09:15 – 12:00 

Presenter / Facilitator: Per Becker (UNICEF), Stephanie Zoll (IFRC), Jacqueline Deroin de Gaillande (VRCS), NDMO 
Representative 

 
The upcoming disaster season looks set to be punctuated by a strengthening El Niño that has the potential to bring widespread 
drought to as many as 4.6 million people and more intense cyclones to a wider part of the Pacific. Forecasters predict the 
drought itself is likely to peak over the coming months, however the worst impacts, including crop failure and resulting food 
insecurity, are likely to extend for many months. This is a slow onset emergency that will gradually develop over the months 
ahead, potentially affecting multiple countries simultaneously. NDMOs and humanitarian partners will be responding to this 
emergency for many months to come. This makes it critical for Clusters to map their capacity, identify gaps and plan for the 
demands on their resources. Responding to slow-onset emergencies such as drought has been a weak link for humanitarian 
community in the past. This session will explore best practice in this type of response and how it can be applied in the current El 
Niño across the region. The session aims to give operational staff attending the PHP time to engage with their clusters and begin 
workshopping their plans for the year ahead.  
 
A proposed 3-hour session broken up into three parts. 
 

1. Panel Discussion involving: 
• NDMOs discussing their needs for the year ahead 
• IFRC exploring best practice in slow onset emergencies and simultaneous multi-country disasters. 

2. Breakout: 
• Cluster planning for the season ahead - Facilitated by the cluster co-leads in the Lali Rooms 
• NDMOs UNDAC briefing – Bure by the Hotel Pool 

 
Session 5b: Address from Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan, on the role of 
women’s health programmes in building resilience to disaster and climate change 
Session Time: 13:00 – 13:30 

Presenter / Facilitator: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan 
Humanitarian needs are on the rise across the world and across the Pacific where countries are acutely vulnerable to a range of 
frequent natural hazards and the emerging impacts of climate.  Women and children are disproportionately impacted by these 
emergencies. Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan is a maternal and newborn health advocate who will discuss 
the role women's health programs can play in building resilience to natural disasters and climate change.  Princess Sarah has 
just attended the World Humanitarian Summit Global Consultations in Geneva where participants discussed proposals for 
bridging the development-risk-reduction-humanitarian divide in areas such as child and maternal health. 
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Session 5c: Understanding UNDAC’s role. 
Session Time: 13:30 -14:15 

Presenter / Facilitator: Jesper Lund (UNDAC) 
 
This session will provide a general introduction to the UNDAC system and how it can be adapted to suit the operational realities 
of the Pacific. This discussion will be based in the Vanuatu UNDAC experience, which can be drawn upon as a case study of 
what UNDAC did well, and how it needs to further evolve to better adapt to the Pacific context. The presenter will also provide a 
quick projection of how UNDAC Pacific may look within the next few years.   
 
 
Session 6: Logistics  
 
Session 6a: Finding regional solutions to logistical challenges in the Pacific 
Session Time: 14:15 – 16:45 

Presenter / Facilitator: Anna Young and Florent Change (WFP) 
 
The size of the Pacific and the vast distances between and within its nations all present significant challenges that were 
underscored during the response to TC Pam.  Last year’s ‘Overcoming Logistics Challenges’ session at the PHT illuminated 
some of the key gaps and possible solutions to addressing these logistical challenges. This year´s session seeks to build upon 
our learning and leverage the experiences of the Pacific governments, the humanitarian community and other stakeholders 
present, in order to provide innovative and sustainable regional solutions. The Pacific regional consultation for the World 
Humanitarian Summit highlighted some key issues for consideration including realigning the humanitarian system and building 
on local capacities, collaboration for resilience and partnering with the private sector.  The purpose of this session is to stimulate 
discussion around innovative and sustainable solutions to the regional logistics challenges of the Pacific.   
 
 
Session 6b: Disaster Law Issues and their impact on logistics 
Session Time: 16:45 – 17.15 

Presenter / Facilitator: Finau Heuifanga (IFRC), NDMOs Representative, Red Cross National Societies Representative 
 
An area that is often overlooked in resilience and preparedness efforts is legal preparedness.  Without the appropriate legal 
instruments to deal with disaster responses, authorities can be overwhelmed by relief operations and vital aid can be delayed 
from reaching the affected people who need it most.  
 
This session brings to the PHP Meeting plenary the outcomes of the first meeting in this joint programme of events.  The IFRC 
Disaster Law Training Workshop was conducted: 

• To strengthen regional partnership to include legal preparedness,  
• To strengthen partnership between national societies, government counterparts and regional/international 

organisations,  
• Familiarize national societies and government counterparts with key concepts of disaster laws, the IDRL Guidelines 

and the importance of legal preparedness, 
• Sharing of IDRL experience and best practices 
• Gain consensus on Pacific tailored disaster law tools, such as mode SOPs, that Pacific governments can have 

available for IDRL issues during disasters, and  
• Mapping of IDRL needs across the region. 

 
 
Session 7: Meeting Close 
Session Time: 17:15 -17:30 

Presenter / Facilitator: Sune Gudnitz, OCHA 
 
This session will wrap-up the meeting, summarize the challenges ahead and confirm the commitments made over the two days. 
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Speakers 
 

 

Osnat Lubrani, UN Resident Coordinator 
Osnat Lubrani assumed her role as the UNDP Resident Representative and UN Resident 
Coordinator on 30 September 2013. Previously, Ms Lubrani served as the UN Development 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative for Kosovo; she was Director of the UN 
Development Fund for Women in Brussels and prior to that was their Regional Programme 
Director for Central and Easter Europe, based in Slovakia.  Osnat was the Humanitarian 
Coordinator for TC Pam response. 

 

Sune H. Gudnitz, OCHA 
Sune Hjelmervik Gudnitz is Head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) Regional Office for the Pacific in Fiji and has held the position since June 2013. Mr 
Gudnitz is a Danish national and first joined OCHA in Guinea in 2002, following assignments 
with the Department of Political Affairs in Timor Leste and Sierra Leone and the Danish Refuge 
Council in Sudan and Uganda. Since then, he has worked with OCHA in Sudan, Geneva, and 
New York while also supporting disaster responses around the world.  Sune holds a BA in 
Political Science from the University of Copenhagen, and a MA in Political Science from the 
New School University. 

 

Her Royal Highness Princess Sarah Zeid of Jordan 
HRH Princess Sarah Zeid is a global maternal and newborn health advocate. Princess Sarah 
has successfully sponsored the addition of an unprecedented focus on humanitarian settings in 
the updated global strategy for the UNSG’s “Every Woman Every Child” (EWEC) initiative. 
Commissioned by the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health and in collaboration 
with the H4+ multilateral agencies (UN and the World Bank), Princess Sarah continues to 
champion the priority of, and innovation for, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and 
adolescent health in humanitarian and fragile settings as the EWEC Strategy moves 
into implementation.  Princess Sarah is on the board of the Women’s Refugee Committee, and 
an advisory board member of the Women’s Rights Division, Human Rights Watch. She holds a 
BA in International Relations from the University of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas, and a MSc in 
Development Studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. 
Princess Sarah is married to HRH Prince Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein. They have three children. 

 

Jesper Lund, UNDAC 
Jesper Lund is Chief of Section Field Coordination Support Section (FCSS) and Secretary 
INSARAG Emergency Services Branch (ESB) of OCHA. He is responsible for OCHA’s 
immediate response mechanisms.  He has for more than 10 years been a member of the United 
Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team and has lead UNDAC mission to a 
number of large-scale emergencies including the Bam earthquake, Iran, Indian Ocean Tsunami, 
Aceh, Indonesia, Pakistan Earthquake, and Haiti Earthquake.  

 

Rorona Kalsakau, Just Play 
Rorona Kalsakau is a project manager (acting) with Just Play a civil society organisation that 
focuses on promoting community development in the Pacific in the areas of healthy lifestyle 
choices, promotion and opportunities for women and girls, child protection and opportunities for 
people with special needs.  
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Cristelle Pratt, PIFS 
Cristelle Pratt is the Deputy Secretary General – Strategic Partnerships, Coordination, and 
Corporate Services Programmes, of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.  She has extensive 
experience in the public and private sectors working for national government and in various 
regional roles with the most senior being that of Director of the Pacific Applied Science 
Geoscience Commission - SOPAC (now the Applied Geoscience and Technology Division of 
the SPC), from 2004 to 2010. She has also provided policy, technical and strategic advice, in 
the areas of ocean governance and in climate and disaster risk resilient development to various 
regional and international organisations, including the World Bank and AusAid.  

 

Ben Tabi, DLA 
Ben Tabi is the acting Director for the Department of Local Authorities (DLA), Vanuatu. I have 
extensive experience working with the Local Government in Vanuatu. Worked with the UN Joint 
Operation (UNDP, UNICEF, FAO) in Building Resilience Communities Projects in Vanuatu. Ben 
brings with him a wealth of knowledge on the institutional and local government governance in 
Vanuatu. 

 

Florent Chane, WFP 
Florent Chane joined the World Food Programme from the IFRC to head the newly established 
Pacific Office located in Suva, Fiji.  Florent has over 14 years experience in emergency 
response and logistics, posted with various Red Cross National Societies, INGO’s, the IFRC 
and the Word Food Programme.  His work has always covered the Pacific region from the areas 
of managing disaster programmes, to coordinating emergency responses and logistics for the 
Asia Pacific Region. 

 

Moortaza Jiwanji, UNDP 
Moortaza Jiwanji has twelve years experience of providing policy advice on a variety of 
environmental, disaster and climate change issues to developing countries. He currently 
manages a regional programme (the Pacific Risk Resilience Programme) focusing on 
strengthening disaster and climate risk governance in Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga and 
Fiji. He has worked for and provided technical advisory support on mainstreaming risk into 
development planning; policy formulation and advice; training and capacity building on risk 
management issues; programme management and resource mobilization for projects in the 
Caribbean, Africa, Asia and the Pacific. He has also been deployed to the UN in Indonesia and 
UNDP Pakistan as a specialist adviser on disaster recovery and risk management. Moortaza 
has international field experience gained in the Indonesia, Pakistan, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, Samoa, Fiji, Cook Islands, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Tonga, Papua New Guinea, 
Bangladesh, Guyana, Kenya, Ghana, Peru, UK, USA and Latvia  

 

Marc Overmars, UNICEF 
Marc Overmars is UNICEF Pacific’s WASH Specialist and has been working in the Pacific 
region for more than 15 years.  Marc is a hydrogeologist whose experiences span working in 
several intergovernmental organisations including UNESCO, UNDESA, the Pacific Applied 
Geoscience Commission (SOPAC – now the Applied Geoscience Division of SPC), the Asia 
Development Bank (ADB) and UNICEF.  In previous roles he has managed SOPAC and SPC’s 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Programme for the Pacific. After completing his term as Climate 
Change Specialist for the ADB’s sub-regional office for the Pacific he resumed a role in the 
WASH sector with UNICEF Pacific as WASH Specialist and Pacific WASH Cluster Coordinator. 
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Alice Clements, UNICEF 
Alice Clements is UNICEF Pacific communications specialist, managing UNICEF’s 
communications in 14 countries in their Pacific Sub-region.  She has over 15 years’ experience 
in communication for development, social marketing and internal and external communications, 
in particularly complex and sensitive issues include child protection, sexual and reproductive 
health, immunization, mine action & gender equality.  Her experience includes working in the 
humanitarian aid and development sector, in the private sector, not for profit organizations, 
government and the education sector in New Zealand, Australia, Vietnam, Singapore, Thailand, 
Fiji and Pakistan. She has worked as a communications first responder in several major 
emergencies around the world, including the Pakistan floods, Typhoon Haiyan and Cyclone 
Pam. 

 

Suzanne Paisley, SPC 
Suzanne Paisley is a DRM Officer with the ‘Building Safety and Resilience in the Pacific’ 
(BSRP) Project being implemented by the Disaster Reduction Programme of SPC’s Applied 
Geoscience & Technology Division. Suzanne liaises with Samoa, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu 
for the BSRP Project. She has lived and worked in the Pacific region, in Fiji, Samoa and the 
Solomon Islands, for most of the past 12 years and has a Masters in Disaster Management and 
Sustainable Development from the University of Northumbria, UK. 

 

Neville Koop, Na Draki Weather 
Neville Koop is a meteorologist specializing in tropical weather and climate. A graduate of the 
Flinders University of South Australia in Adelaide, Neville has worked in Australia, Fiji, Samoa, 
the United States and Japan. Currently he is the Managing Director of Na Draki Weather based 
in Suva, Fiji. 

 

Rashmi Rita, OCHA 
Rashmi Rita has over 10 years of experience in information technology. She joined OCHA in 
March 2012 as Information Management Officer for the Pacific and has since worked with the 
PHT in the Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu, Samoa and Fiji.  Rashmi is a certified 
Geographical Information Systems Professional Asia Pacific. 

 

Per Becker, UNICEF 
Per Becker is currently the Risk Reduction and Preparedness Specialist at UNICEF Pacific. He 
is an expert on developing resilience through disaster risk management and climate change 
adaptation, including risk assessment, early warning early action, integrated risk reduction, 
preparedness planning and so forth. Per’s work experiences include the private sector in 
Norway, the government sector and fire and rescue services in Sweden.   He has been a 
delegate of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement since 2005 and headed back to 
academia in 2007.  Per holds a post as Associate Professor in Risk and Safety at Lund 
University, Sweden, but is regularly deployed to work for international organisations. Mainly on 
short-term missions, but also on long-term post, such as Regional Disaster Risk Management 
Coordinator for IFRC and now with his current posting at UNICEF Pacific.  
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Rebecca Olul, UNICEF 
Rebecca Olul is the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer with the UNICEF Vanuatu Field Office 
and was working in Port Vila when Tropical Cyclone Pam devastated the country on 13 March 
2015. She was part of the Rapid Assessment Team that flew to Tanna in the southern Vanuatu 
province of Tafea after the Cyclone. She has since travelled to many provinces as part of 
UNICEF’s support to the Government of Vanuatu. 

 

Anna Young, WFP 
Anna has worked extensively in the emergency preparedness and response field, 
predominately in the Asia and Pacific Regions.  She worked with the Solomon Islands NDMO 
on the ECHO funded Emergency Logistics Preparedness Project and was involved in capacity 
development training in Tonga, Fiji and Samoa. She now works in WFP's Asia Regional Bureau, 
as the Regional Emergency Preparedness Officer, supporting country offices in the region to 
prepare for and respond to emergencies. 

 

Michael Arunga, OCHA 
Michael began working for OCHA in 2011 in Somalia, before joining the Pacific office in April 
2014 as Information Management Officer. In November 2013, he was deployed to support 
information management following Super Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.  He has over 10 
years’ experience in research and international humanitarian assistance in both natural and 
human-induced disasters. 

 

Finau Heuifanga Limuloa, IFRC 
Finau Heuifanga Limuloa, is the Humanitarian Diplomacy Delegate of the IFRC, based in Suva, 
Fiji and has oversight of the Disaster Law programme work in the Pacific region. Finau is a 
lawyer specialising in international law.  She joined the IFRC after having worked for a number 
of years as a diplomat in Tonga's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and also has private sector 
experience as a barrister and solicitor both in Tonga and in New Zealand. 

 

Danielle Parry, OCHA 
Danielle Parry is a Public Information Officer for the OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific. She 
joined the OCHA ROP Team under the Australian Volunteers for International Development 
program. Prior to joining OCHA, Danielle was the Communications Adviser to the Chief Minister 
of the Northern Territory in Australia. She has previously worked in East Timor as the 
Communication Adviser to the Timor-Leste Red Cross (CVTL). As well as academic 
qualifications in International Relations, Danielle has a background in journalism and spent 
more than a decade as a senior reporter and television presenter with the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation. 
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Annex 1: Participant Information 
 
Getting to and from the venue 
 
By Air 
 
Nadi International Airport is the main International Airport 
in Fiji. It has direct flights from Apia, Auckland, Brisbane, 
Christchurch, Funafuti, Hong Kong, Honiara, Honolulu, 
Kirimati, Los Angeles, Melbourne, Nauru Island, Noumea, 
Port Moresby, Port Vila, Seoul-Incheon, Sydney, Tarawa, 
Tongatapu, Wallis Island.  
 
Nausori (Suva) Airport is the second International Airport 
in Fiji and is situated on the eastern side of the main Island 
of Viti Levu, which is 23km or a 30 minute drive from the 
CBD of Suva. Connecting flights from Nadi to Nausori 
Airport generally depart twice daily (flying time approx. 30 
minutes). 
 
By Land 
 
Bus services operate seven days a week between Nadi 
and Suva which take approximately 4½ to 5 hours. 
 
Sun Beam: http://www.sunbeamfiji.com 
Coral Sun: http://www.touristtransportfiji.com/coral-sun-
timetable. 
 
A taxi rank is positioned in front of the Holiday Inn Suva 
and taxi services are relatively inexpensive, averaging $3 
to $5 within CBD areas. The UN recommends Regent 
Taxis: 331 2100 or 331 2110. The taxi fare from Nadi to 
Suva is approx. FJ$200 and takes 3 hours. A cab from 
Nausori to Suva is $30. 
 
There is limited parking available at the Holiday Inn and 
surrounding streets. 
 
 
Food 
 
Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea will be provided 
during the meeting. In addition to the restaurant at the 
Holiday Inn, there are a range of restaurants in Suva for 
evening meals.  
 
See http://www.fiji.travel/destinations/suva for further 
information. 

Displays 
 
Tables will be provided at the venue for participating 
organizations to display materials, such as printed 
brochures and information sheets, which they may have on 
emergency response. 
 
Please note that there is limited space for large display 
items, such as pull up banners. 
 
 
Internet access 
 
The venue has wi-fi internet access available from the 
reception desk at the following rates in Fijian dollars: 
 
$6 for 30 minutes 
$9 per hour 
$24 for 4 hours 
$37 all day 
 
 
Weather 
 
In October, Suva’s weather is heading into the hot and wet 
season. Average temperatures vary from lows of 20-22°C 
to highs of 27-29°C. Despite its warm temperatures, Suva 
rarely has a day without rain. 
 
Emergency Contacts 
 
Police & Ambulance 911 
Fire 917 
Suva Central Police Station 331 1222 
 
 
Medical Services 
 
Colonial War Memorial Hospital 331 3444 
Suva Private Hospital 330 3404 
Downtown Boulevard Medical Centre 331 3355 / 331 3461 
Nasese Medical Centre- 331 4450 / 331 9233 
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Other 
 
Exchange rate (as at 16 October 2015):  
1 Fijian Dollar = 0.63 Australian Dollar 
1 Fijian Dollar = 0.67 New Zealand Dollar 
1 Fijian Dollar = 0.46 US Dollar 
 
Time Zone: FIJI GMT +12:00 hrs. 
 
Electricity: The current in Fiji is 240 volts AC 50Hz with 
three-pin power points – the same as in Australia and New 
Zealand. 
 
Telephone: The international IDD country code for Fiji is 
679 and there are no area codes. Outbound international 
calls from Fiji use a dial out code of 00 or 05 followed by 
the country code and telephone number for the number 
being dialed. 
 
Banking: Normal banking hours are from 9:30am to 3:00pm 
Monday to Thursday and to 4:00pm on Friday. 
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Map of Suva 

Source: Google Maps 2014 


