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I. Epidemiological Situation 
 

 On Thursday 19 November 2015, a sample collected from a 15 year old male 
in Monrovia, tested positive for Ebola Virus Disease (EVD). This patient with 
onset of illness on 13 November 2015 had been admitted at the JFK 
Memorial Centre on 17th November 2015. Following confirmation of EVD, the 
patient was transferred to ELWA Ebola Treatment Unit. 

 All very close contacts of the initial confirmed case were investigated. On 20 
November 2015, the 40 year father of the initial confirmed case and an 8 year 
old brother were confirmed to have EVD infection.   

 On 20 November 2015, 136 contacts of the confirmed cases were listed and 
have been followed up closely in line with national contact tracing protocols. 

 On 22 November 2015, 1 probable case and 6 suspect cases, all of whom had 
linkages to the confirmed cases were investigated for EVD. Initial laboratory 
tests conducted on these cases revealed that they were negative for EVD. In 
line with established protocol, the cases will have repeat EVD tests and will 
be declared EVD negative only after 2 negative tests results are received.  

 By 22 November 2015, a total of 158 contacts had been listed. Close to 88% 
of all identified cases were followed up on 22 November 2015. None of the 
contacts followed up developed symptoms on 22 November 2015. 

 As of 22 November 2015, there are a total of 3 confirmed EVD cases, all 
from the same family, from the Duport Road Area in Monrovia, Montserrado 
County. 
 

II. Case Investigation 
 

 Surveillance for suspect EVD cases has been enhanced in Monrovia through 
intensification of contact tracing and active case finding in the affected 
community as well as in all zones and districts in Montserrado.  

 Ministry of Health and partners  have deployed additional ambulances to 
support response by the national dispatch centre (Tel No 4455) to calls from 
health workers as well as from the community. 



   
 

 Ministry of Health has also communicated to all County Health Officers in the 
country to heighten surveillance and ensure timely investigation of all 
reported cases that meet the EVD case definition. 
  

III. Infection, Prevention and Control 
 

 On 20 November 2015, the Ministry of Health-led IPC Task Force instituted 
measures to reinforce Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC) measures in all 
health facilities, including decontamination in areas where the confirmed 
cases received medical care.  

 As of 22 November 2015, MOH and partners were reinforcing IPC measures 
in over to 50 priority health facilities in Monrovia. The rest of the 14 County 
Health Teams in the country had also been requested to intensify IPC 
measures in their health facilities. 
  

IV. Community Engagement 
 

 On 20 November 2015, the nation was informed of the EVD outbreak 
through a Ministerial Press Conference addressed by Hon Minister of Health 
Dr Bernice T Dahn and the Hon Chief Medical Officer Dr Francis Kateh. 

 Intensified media messages highlighting measures that should be undertaken 
by members of public have been disseminated by MOH and partners. 

 A series of community engagement meetings with local community leaders 
and stakeholders have been held by the Montserrado County Health Team, 
the Outbreak response coordination team, Ministry of Health supported by 
partners. 
 

V. Safe and Dignified Burial 
 

 Efforts to ensure implementation of national policy of testing dead bodies for 
EVD through oral swabbing have been intensified. The number of safe burial 
teams in Montserrado county have been scaled up from 9 to 12. 
 

VI. Psychosocial Support 
 

 Psychosocial teams visited confirmed cases as well as contacts of the 
confirmed cases and provided psycosocial support and education. Follow up 
was also done to ensure that the contacts whose movements had been 
restricted in line with national protocols, were provided with food, water and 
other essentials. 



   
 

 
VII. Logistics 
 

 A Field Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) was set up at the Duport Road 
Clinic on 22 November 2015. All outbreak response activities, being 
undertaken by the Montserrado County Health Team, the MOH and partners 
are now coordinated out of the field EOC.  

 Additional quantities of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) supplies have been made available to the Ebola 
Treatment Unit in ELWA. 

 Additional transport logistics (vehicles and motor-cycles) have been made 
available to support intensified outbreak response operations in 
Montserrado county. 

 Systematic monitoring of IPC supplies in all health facilities is being 
intensified by MOH and partners. 
 

VIII. Coordination 
 

 Daily Incident Management System (IMS) meetings re-instituted at the 
national EOC at 9 am. Participation at the IMS meetings on Monday-Thursday 
is restricted to designated technical partners and invited guests. The IMS on 
Friday is open to all partners and interested stakeholders. 

 County Operational meetings are conducted daily at the Field EOC at the 
Duport Road Clinic.  

 Daily Thematic Group meetings are held daily at the Field Operations Centre. 
 Full matrix of members and timings of thematic group meeting to be 

circulated on 23 November 2015.  
 

IX. Ring Vaccination 
 

 Ring vaccination as part of the outbreak response effort, that was proven to 
be effective in Guinea and Sierra Leone is being incorporated into the 
ongoing outbreak response effort. 

 MOH and partners have developed a Liberia-specific protocol, taking into 
account lessons from Liberia and Sierra Leone, that aims to ensure that all 
high risk contacts as well as the contacts of contacts are offered an 
opportunity to be vaccinated. 

 Meetings with community leaders to discuss the ring vaccination strategy 
convened in Paynesville. Feedback from this meeting will be incorporated 
into communication and social mobilization strategy. 
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