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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good harvest of 2010 paddy and wheat crops estimated  

 Food prices have been rising since late-2009 after having 
returned to pre-food crisis levels 

 Localized food insecurity persist 

Good harvest of 2010 Boro and Aus paddy and 
winter wheat crops estimated  
The country’s main crop, irrigated Boro paddy was harvested in April-
May. The minor season Aus paddy has now been gathered as well. 
Including forecast of Aman paddy, just been planted, the 2010 forecast 
by FAO indicates a 3 percent increase in total paddy production.  This 
is in line with the steady growth of past several years.  On average 
Boro, Aus and Aman seasons account for 57, 5 and 38 percent, 
respectively, of the annual paddy production.  In spite of the severe 
hydrological drought in the country, adequate irrigation supplies 
coupled with distribution of subsidized fertilizer, quality seeds, and 
electricity power and diesel for irrigation, were responsible for the 
increase in the Boro season production. Similarly, winter wheat crop is 
also estimated at a good level of about 1 million tonnes.   
 
Cereal imports reached a highest level of 4 million tonnes in 2009/10 
marketing year (July/June).   

Rice prices increased sharply in the past months 

Prices of staple food rice, that had been rising since September 2009 
from pre-2008 food-crises levels rose markedly since June. By mid-
August, the national average price of coarse rice was quoted at 28.89 
taka/kg, 12 percent higher than in May but still 10 percent below its 
peak of April 2008. Prices have been supported by the increase in the 
Government’s procurement price on 1

st
 July (from 25 to 28 Tk/kg) as an 

incentive for millers to meet its procurement target of 1.2 million tonnes 
of milled rice from the 2010 Boro season.  

Localized food supply and market access 
difficulties persist 

The drought experienced during earlier this year did not affect the 
overall national food production. It did, however, lead to severe drinking 
water shortages in many communities including in the capital city of 
Dhaka. Also, reportedly rat infestation in remote Chittagong Hill Tracts 
in south-eastern Bangladesh has made more than 40 000 people food 
insecure.  Cyclone Aila hit south western coastal districts of 
Bangladesh in May 2009, triggering tidal surges and floods. The 
cyclone affected more than 3.9 million people. Food and agricultural 
assistance are still needed. The food supply situation of vulnerable 
groups could further deteriorate with the recent increasing trend in food 
prices.  
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