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Summary and Implications 

 
Despite the early gu rains in most of the drought-affected regions of Somalia, the food 
security situation facing 2.1 million drought-affected people remains precarious.  Prices 
of staple foods in most of the reference markets in the south are still much higher than 
normal for this time of year.  Humanitarian access problems coupled with impassable 
roads (due to rains) will likely hamper food aid deliveries during the coming weeks, 
thereby increasing vulnerability among food aid dependant drought-affected 
communities.  In the northeast and parts of the central region rains received so far are 

below-normal leading to serious water shortages.   
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Current Hazard Summary 
 
• Despite early gu rains, serious water shortages are still reported in parts of the northwest, northeast, and central regions. 
• Cereal prices are still abnormally high in most of the drought-affected communities in the south. 
• The humanitarian access problem compounded by impassable roads will further hamper humanitarian intervention in drought-

affected regions. 
 
Food Security Summary 
 
In the south, the food security situation of the drought-affected population in Gedo, Juba Valley, Bay, and Bakool regions remains 
precarious.  Loss of human life and severe erosion of productive assets have been reported in many parts of Gedo and Middle Juba 
regions with continued pre-famine conditions.  Due to the impact of the drought on livestock, especially cattle, it is unlikely that 
pastoralists will have access to livestock products (milk and ghee) and the recovery process will take several more months, even if gu 
rains become normal.  Continued provision of food aid and livelihood support is extremely important to protect the remaining assets.  
Increased destitution, inability to access enough food and income, and increased civil insecurity, forced about 2,000 people to migrate 
from the drought-affected communities in southern Somalia into refugee camps in northeastern Kenya.  Given the rapidly 
deteriorating food security situation in southern Somalia, it is conceivable that more families will cross the border over the coming 
months.  Increased food aid, effective coordination among aid agencies, agricultural input supply and other livelihood support are 
urgently needed to reverse the trend of cross-border population movements.   
 
The overall food security situation in key pastoral areas in the north and northeast remains normal.  Pasture is still adequate, and all 
livestock types are maintaining normal body conditions.  Due to successive seasons of good rains camel, sheep, and goat reproduction 
rates are normal with high survival rates among young stock.  Livestock market prices have slightly increased in most markets in the 
region.  In the Sool Plateau the price of export quality sheep and goats is 450,000 SoSh (US $32.10).  Terms of trade are still favorable 
for herders and one liter of camel milk is equivalent to 1kg of rice.  In Hawd, Nugal Valley, and Sool Plateau livelihood zones the 
delayed onset of the gu rains resulted in water shortages in key pastoral areas in Somaliland and Puntland.  As a result, water trucking 
remains the sole means to access drinking water for both humans and livestock.  In Sool and parts of Nugal Region, where most of the 
berkads dried up, the price of a 200 liter drum of water is 75,000 SoSh (US $5.50), which is seven times higher than normal.  Due to 
increased fuel prices and distances between water sources and grazing areas, it is unlikely that most of the pastoral households would 
be able to pay for the additional cost of water.  This water-related crisis has negatively affected the recovery process and food security 
conditions of many low-income pastoral households.   
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In Gedo and many other drought-affected regions the malnutrition and child mortality rates are reported to be severe and alarming.  A 
recent nutrition assessed in Gedo Region found Global Acute Malnutrition (weight for height <2z score or edema) of 23.8 percent, 
while Severe Acute Malnutrition (weight for height <-3 Z score or edema) was 3.7 percent, indicating a severe nutrition situation.  
Crude and under-five mortality rates of 1.04 per 10,000 persons per day and 2.46 per 10,000 persons per day, respectively, were 
reported. 
 
Climate 
 
The much-anticipated April-June gu season 2006 rains has begun in 
many parts of Somalia that were affected by failed October- 
December deyr rains, crop failure, and severe pasture and water 
shortages.  Juba Valley, Gedo, Bay, parts of Bakool, and Shabelle 
Valley all received good rains which have improved water 
availability and access.  Similarly, Awdal, parts of Togdheer, and 
Hawd of Hargiesa have also received good rains.  Comparison 
between the actual and the normal rainfall at this time of year shows 
that most of the drought areas have received above-normal rains, of 
up to 300 percent, in most of south and parts of the northwest.  
Meteostat satellite images, confirmed by field reports, indicate heavy 
rains in much of southern Somalia (Figure 1).  However, parts of 
Hiran and Bakool regions revived moderate rains.  Sanaag, Sool, 
Nugal, Mudug, and Galgadud regions had received only light 
showers by the second dekad of April.  Recent information from the 
field suggests that these regions have received good rains which have 
replenished berkads in the Hawd and Sool Plateau livelihood zones 
where water shortage problems were previously reported.   
 
Heavy rainfall has also been confirmed in the Ethiopian highlands 
leading to increased levels of both the Juba and Shabelle rivers.  
Rains replenished water sources and prompted large migrations of 
pastoralists from riverine and farming areas into the traditional 
grazing areas in the hinterland.  So far, the gu rains have been 
beneficial in most of agro-pastoral, pastoral, and riverine livelihood 
groups; farmers started to plant their crops, and pasture started to regenerate (though full regeneration will need several days of more 
rains).  Although the gu rains are off to a good start, it is too early to determine the overall performance of the season. 
 
Market prices  
 
In March, the Somali shilling gained value in 
most markets, but the values are still lower than 
January 2000 (as baseline).  For instance, 
compared to January 2000, in Mogadishu market, 
the Somalia shilling is about 33 percent of its 
value in 2000 (from 10,100 SoSh per U.S.  dollar 
in January 2000 to 13,400 SoSh per U.S.  dollar in 
March 2006).  However, when compared to last 
month (February 2006), the shilling gained value 
of about 8 percent in March 2006.  However, in 
Hargeisa market of Somaliland, the Somaliland 
shilling remained stable at about SoSh 6,400 per 
U.S.  dollar.  The appreciation of the Somali 
shilling is attributed to an increase in the supply 
of U.S.  dollars into the market.  Nonetheless, the 
loss of value of the U.S.  dollar against the Somali 
shilling is negatively affecting the purchasing 
power of the urban population whose main source 
of income is remittance money received in U.S.  
dollars.   
 
Prices of local cereals (sorghum and maize) show an increasing trend in most of the reference markets, particularly in drought-affected 
pastoral, agro-pastoral, and riverine areas.  Compared to the same month last year, prices of maize and sorghum in Shabelle Valley are 

Figure 1: Precipitation anomaly for April 2006 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: NOAA/CPC/FEWS NET 

Figure 2: Regional Trend in Cereal Prices (US$) 
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12 and 14 percent higher, while in Juba Valley cereal prices within the same period are much higher.  In the southwestern region 
(Gedo, Bakool, and Bay regions) where humanitarian agencies, such as CARE, the World Food Program, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, and local and diaspora communities, intensified drought intervention programs, cereal prices showed a decreasing 
trend.  In Gedo Region, cereal prices decreased by 20-50 percent, while in Huddur and Rabdure districts (Bakol Region) maize prices 
decreased by more than 50 percent over the last two months (see Figure 2).  Although decreasing prices will likely improve food 
access, prices are still higher than normal for this time of year.  In northern regions, where imported rice is the favored commodity, 
rice prices have decreased slightly at about 5 percent and 12 percent in Hargeisa and Bosasso markets respectively due to high supply. 
 
Impact of the early rains on drought affected pastoral communities in the south 
 
Early gu (late March/early April) rains in many parts in the south, brought 
about some relief by improving water availability and access in the hinterland.  
Good rains in traditional grazing areas in Juba Valley and Gedo have prompted 
livestock migration from riverine and permanent water sources into the 
hinterland.  Rains replenished water sources and slightly improved vegetation 
conditions, especially for browsing animals.  Regeneration of pasture will, 
however, need several more days of good rains.  Satellite imagery, confirmed 
by field reports, indicates that vegetation conditions in parts of Gedo Region, 
Bay, Middle and Lower Juba and parts of Shabelle Valley have improved 
during the second dekad of April (Figure 3).  Improved browsing conditions, 
replenishment of water sources, and migrations from the tse tse invested 
riverine areas are some of the positive impacts of the early gu rains.  Migration 
of pastoralists and their livestock away from riverine areas will also ease 
pressure from the farming communities along the rivers and reduce inter-clan 
and resource-based conflicts.  Competition for cereals and livestock markets 
around areas where people and livestock cluster are also expected to decrease. 
 
More rains were received in many parts of southern Somalia during the second 
and third dekad of April.  Coverage and intensity of the gu rains in many of the 
drought-affected communities in the south, has so far, been good.  However, it 
is unlikely that most of the pastoral households whose main livestock assets are 
cattle and sheep will have immediate improved access to milk since the 
remaining animals are dry and/or did not conceive during the last two seasons.   
 
 
 
Update on pastoralists’ situation in the northeast 
 
Several seasons of above-normal rains, coupled with sustained humanitarian assistance, has helped the recovery process of the 
drought-affected pastoral communities in the Sool Plateau and Nugal Valley livelihood zones.  Pasture and browse conditions are 
normal after a mild jilaal season (January-March) and the region is anticipating the onset of the gu season.  Early gu rains have 
already fallen in several pockets in the northeast allowing partial pasture regeneration.  Rains have replenished berkads in areas where 
water shortages were reported earlier.  Sanag, Sool, Nugaal, Mudug and Galgadud regions received some rains which improved the 
water shortages.  Hawd of Garowe, Eil, Dangoroyo and Bander Bayla and Addun livelihood zone have also received good rains which 
improved water availability and pasture conditions.  Rehabilitation of many boreholes and construction of concrete water reservoirs in 
coastal districts of Bari Region also improved availability and access of water in those areas.   
 
Due to improved rangeland conditions, the camel calving rate is above normal, and camel milk is increasingly available for household 
consumption and sale.  The farm gate price of one liter of camel milk dropped by more than 50 percent (from 10,000 shillings during 
the drought to 4,000 shillings currently).  This is a clear indication of abundant supply.  Although the average number of animals per 
family is still below pre-drought levels, the herd size has doubled, especially for small ruminants (sheep and goats).  Most households 
(except destitute families) are expected to attain a sustainable herd size soon.  Despite the water shortages, the overall food security 
situation in these regions is getting back to normal.   
 
The coastal, sub-coastal, and urban populations in Puntland are affected by the fluctuation of the exchange rate.  Reduced income 
from fishing and depreciation of the U.S.  dollar, while the prices of imported goods are constant, affecting poor household’s 
purchasing power and therefore food access.  Compared to last month, the price of a 50 kg bag of sorghum and maize increased by 7.3 
and 2.5 percent, respectively.  However, price increases will not have a significant effect on the food security of local pastoralists as 
their staple cereals are mainly imported rice and wheat flour.   
 

Figure 3: NDVI anomalies April 10-20,2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: FEWS NET/USGS 
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