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Population movements 

More than two million internally displaced persons (IDPs) returned to their 
areas of origin between 2014 and August 2017, including a quarter of a million 
to Mosul. Over 700,000 IDPs have returned to their places of origin in 2017 so far2, 
and most returns took place to Anbar and Ninewa governorates. Over 5,000 Iraqi 
refugees have returned from Turkey this year, so far, mostly to Mosul, and 500 Iraqis 
from Syria: mainly Yazidis going back to their places of origin in Sinjar. Some returns 
from Turkey are spontaneous while others are organized by Iraqi Ministry of 
Migration and Displacement. More than three million people remain internally 
displaced in Iraq. 

Situation update  

On 27 August, Iraqi forces announced in a statement that most of Telafar 
district, one of the last strongholds of extremist groups in Iraq, was under 
their control. Iraqi forces have reportedly secured the capital of Telafar, with the 
exception of one sub-district north-west of the city, which remains under the control 
of extremist groups. In other parts of the country, armed groups still control territory 
in two areas – around Hawiga (130 km south-east of Mosul) and in west Anbar near 
the Syria border (from Ana to Al Qaim in the Euphrates river valley, 250 km to the 
south-west). 

The security environment remains volatile in recently retaken areas of Iraq. 
Despite increasing interest in returns, the protection environment for civilians 
remains precarious due to continuing security risks, extensive destruction of 
property and critical infrastructure, fear of armed groups, and risks of revenge 
attacks for those with family members perceived to be affiliated with extremist 
groups. 

Response update 

On 26 August, UNHCR opened Nimrud camp, south of Mosul, for families 
fleeing Telafar. Over 7,000 IDPs were received at the camp between 26 and 28 
August. The total capacity of the camp is 3,600 families (around 22,000 individuals). 
In addition to receiving a tent, new arrivals are supported with food and non-food 
items provided by humanitarian partners and the Government. UNHCR provides an 
emergency package consisting of quilts, mattresses, kitchen sets, jerry cans, and a 
solar lantern. Built by the Government 55 kilometres south of Telafar, Nimrud camp 
was handed over to UNHCR for upgrading work and still requires some construction 
work to complete water sanitation and hygiene services. It is managed by UNHCR’s 
partner, Iraqi Salvation Humanitarian Organization (ISHO).  

UNHCR and humanitarian partners are stepping up their response to support 
vulnerable families in newly retaken areas and in areas of return. Families 
impacted by the conflict (IDPs, returnees or families who stayed) have to rebuild 
their homes and livelihoods. UNHCR has begun providing cash assistance (via 
mobile cash transfer) to some of the most vulnerable families in Mosul and is 
planning to assist 3,000 households by the end of September. The mobile system 
saves people transport fees as they do not have to travel to a bank branch to cash 
cheques. In addition, families are able take out small amounts of cash over a period 
of time, instead of having to withdraw a large amount in one go. UNHCR is also 
providing flexible shelter solutions to assist those displaced, returning or unable to 
move. In Mosul, UNHCR’s partners have distributed shelter packages to more than 
9,300 families, and plan to support up to 39,000 households with temporary shelter 
solutions.   

Rebuilding is likely to be slow and costly but is essential to achieve stability 
and end the cycle of conflict. UNHCR needs USD 212 million in 2017 to 
continue providing urgent protection, shelter and camp coordination and 
camp management assistance to IDPs fleeing Mosul and surrounding areas.   
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Key figures 
 

833,280 Internally 

displaced Iraqis verified as 
being currently displaced from 
Mosul and surrounding areas 
since military operations to 
retake the city began on 17 

October 20161 
 

657,500 IDPs, returnees 

and members of the host 
community from Mosul and 
surrounding areas assisted by 
UNHCR since 17 October 
2016 
 

345,023 Individuals 

(72,454 households) impacted 
by military operations to 
retake Mosul since October 
2016 are currently enrolled in 

ASSIST, UNHCR’s 

assistance tracking tool, 
 

3.2 million IDPs since 

January 20142 

 

257,476 Iraqi refugees 

hosted in countries in the 
region, and 22,535 Iraqis 
received in camps in Hassakeh, 
Syria since 17 October 2016 
 

Funding 
 

USD 578 million 
requested for IDPs and Iraqi 
refugees in the region in 2017 

 
1IOM-DTM Emergency Tracking since 17 
October 2016.  
2IOM-DTM as of 15 August 2017. 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-talafar-idUSKCN1B70DO
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-iraq-opens-new-camp-displaced-families-fleeing-telafar-and-surrounding-areas-enar
https://donate.unhcr.org/gu-en/mosul/

