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 UPDATE                                     4 -10 August 2017  

HIGHLIGHTS: Following the Government’s announcement last week that a military offensive to retake Tel Afar is imminent, displacement out of Tel Afar and its surrounding 

areas increased. Up to 150 families transited through Hammam Alil screening site this week. The protection environment is deteriorating, with increasing reports of gender

-based violence and abuse of civilians identified along the displacement route and in camps.  Returns to disputed areas of Zummar, Rabia and Shiekhan have begun, with 

more than 400 IDP families returning from non-camp locations. Many more IDP families have been cleared by authorities to return in the coming weeks.  
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90% of families with no income 

1,233 unaccompanied or separated children 

27%  of families missing civil documentation 

4,688 families referred for cash assistance 

**Protection monitoring information includes data from the broader Mosul Corridor covering Erbil, Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates since March 2016 
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Displacement and access to safety 

New displacement from Tel Afar and outlying areas of Al Mahlabiya, Wayliah, Tamarat and Abu Maria in-

creased this week. Up to 150 families transited through Hamman Alil screening site daily. This is a notable 

increase from last week when an average of 15 families transited through the site daily. Displacement out of 

west and east Mosul neighbourhoods also continues, with groups moving towards camps. Internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) from the west Mosul neighbourhoods of Al Mazreha, Al Farouq and Zinjili travelled to Ham-

mam Alil town for food assistance.  

Despite being one of the most accessible routes out of Tel Afar, Shindukhan checkpoint has remained closed 

to IDPs trying to flee since late June. Authorities have been rerouting families towards the Iraqi Security Forc-

es check point in Badoush, north-west of Mosul. Redirected families from Abu Maria village report walking up 

to 13 hours to the first mustering point. Some families from Tamarat village reported having walked for 20 

hours and being accommodated in a village along the way. The long walking distance and risk of mines along 

the route has forced many families to leave behind the elderly, disabled and those with many young children. 

Families report approaching Peshmerga (Kurdish military) checkpoints along the displacement route, where 

food and water is provided, but they are refused access into Kurdish controlled areas. Although Nargizlia 

camps (north of Mosul) has the capacity to accommodate IDPs,  with 2,216 empty tents, only 244 individuals 

gained access to the camps through Narawan and Khosabat checkpoints. This is a decrease of 97 new arrivals 

from last week. Since 1 August, a large number of IDP families have been refused access in Nargizlia, due to 

perceived affiliation with extremist groups. IDPs report that these families are returned to Khosabat check-

point, from where they then have to find private transport to Mosul or other locations. Those leaving Al 

Mahlabiya report walking two hours before reaching mustering points where they are transported by Popular 

Mobilization Forces (PMF) and then handed over to Iraqi Security Forces for screening. Many IDPs from Tel 

Afar and surrounding areas report mistreatment by the Iraqi Security Forces. UNHCR continues to advocate 

for safe access for all IDPs, and for security officials at mustering and screening sites to adhere to the Code of 

Conduct of the Iraqi Security Forces.  

Security officials are increasingly allowing screened families to move directly into west Mosul neighbour-

hoods, if the families do not seek to travel through Hammam Alil with the intention of proceeding to IDP 

camps. Since the start of the Mosul offensive, protection actors have been urging authorities to streamline 

the multiple screening processes of authorities. IDPs report that the new approach is more efficient and less 

costly for them.  This week, Hasansham, Chamakor and Khazer camps (located in the east of Mosul) received 

2,960 new arrivals, an increase of 377 people from the prior week.  

Gender-based violence (GBV)  

Protection actors are identifying more cases of harassment, exploitation and reports of sexual assault perpe-

trated against female IDPs allegedly by security officials along the displacement route and in IDP camps. Many 

survivors report that the alleged perpetrators justify their actions as they perceive the IDPs to be related to 

extremist groups. Concerns remain over this perception of newly displaced IDPs from west Mosul, Tel Afar 

and surrounding areas, and harsh treatment that protection teams are observing. UNHCR and GBV partners 
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continue to prioritize protection services and to refer survivors to available health services, while also advo-

cating at all levels against GBV in general, as well as all forms of collective punishment. UNHCR also calls for 

reported incidents to be promptly investigated, and measures to be put in place to ensure that security offi-

cials do not act with impunity.  

In Debaga, Hasansham and Khazer camps, GBV actors are leading a sexual harassment awareness campaign, 

supported by UNHCR, to raise awareness of GBV and available services. In Khazer, reports of early marriage 

are on the rise as older men approach the camps to find young brides among vulnerable IDP families. UNHCR 

has raised concerns with the GBV working group for appropriate response. A GBV safety audit is currently 

underway in Qayyarah Airstrip, Jad’dah, Haj Ali, Hammam Alil and Salamiyah (camps located in the south of 

Mosul), to roll out the awareness campaign in coming weeks.  

Returns monitoring 

UNHCR continues to monitor returns. Families leave camps to return to areas of origin and to other locations 

due to various pull and push factors including high temperatures and lack of livelihood opportunities. This 

week, camp management exit interviews indicate that 80 per cent of IDPs returned to areas of origin while 20 

per cent relocated elsewhere.  

Since Mosul was retaken, protection monitors have identified at least six families in Nargizlia camp and 16 

families in Khazer and Hasansham camps who had previously departed from camps and have since returned 

to them. The high cost of living in east Mosul, and return of home owners to property occupied by these fami-

lies are some of the reasons for return to camps that are reported.  Other IDP families from disputed areas 

have returned to camps in the north of Mosul, after hearing that returns to their areas of origin will begin in 

the near future.  

In Nargizlia, IDPs have been registering to return, as strict movement restrictions have limited their departure 

from the camp. Camp residents are only permitted to leave the camp temporarily, to attend funerals, conduct 

go and see visits or access medical treatment. A few others manage to depart and then return to the camp, 

particularly female headed households, but authorities generally treat those who leave and then seek to re-

enter with suspicion, and prohibit such movement. Advocacy to ease movement restrictions is ongoing.  

Returns to the disputed areas of Zummar, Wana, Rabia, Shiekhan and Badarash, areas that authorities recent-

ly approved for return, have been ongoing. To date, more than 452 families have returned to villages, and 

many more families have registered and cleared for return. All returns have been by out-of-camp IDPs, au-

thorities have stated that registration for camp based residents will be undertaken subsequently. In Makhmur 

(Erbil Governorate), 10 families returned to Alyawa village over the last week, in addition to the 35 families 

who returned the week before. UNHCR teams undertook missions to assess the conditions of some of the 

villages to identify protection concerns and opportunities to provide assistance to the returnees. During the 

visit to Makhmur, UNHCR noted that two out of five villages approved for return have been destroyed while 

three others, including Alyawa, are partially destroyed. Authorities have reportedly committed to de-mining 

other villages before allowing families to return. Potable water is the most pressing need, and the only school 

is partially damaged. 


