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Briefing Note – 04 April 2017 

COLOMBIA 
Floods and mudslides in Mocoa 
 

 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

 X    
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

Crisis overview 

130mm of rain fell in the city of Mocoa in southwest Colombia between 23:00 on 31 

March and 01:00 on 1 April local time (between 05:00 and 07:00 GMT), causing the 

flooding of the Mocoa, Mulato, and Sangoyaco Rivers, and several mudslides throughout 

Mocoa (Sky News 02/04/2017).  

At least 254 people have died, 200 were injured, 200 remain missing, and around 1,200 

have been affected by the floods (Floodlist 02/04/2017 ; ABC 02/04/2017). 

17 neighbourhoods of Mocoa have been affected (in the area shown on the map below). 

Areas in southern Mocoa have been the hardest hit: San Miguel (which may have been 

completely destroyed), Los Laureles, San Fernando, and El Progreso (Colombia Reports 

01/04/2017).  

  

Map of Mocoa. The area in orange is the disaster area. The river to the right is the Mocoa river. 

Source: Colombia Reports 01/04/2017 

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 
scope and 
scale  

 

17 neighbourhoods in Mocoa have been affected by the 

mudslides. The severity of needs is likely to be exposed when 

access improves, especially in the shelter and WASH sectors. 

More rainfall is expected in the next two days, which may cause 

more mudslides and aggravate needs. The rainfalls will hinder the 

response to already hard-to-access roads, and is likely to further 

damage shelters and infrastructure.  

Priorities for 
humanitarian 
intervention 

 Health: at least 200 people have been injured. A hospital has 

been damaged, impacting response.  

 Shelter: many houses were damaged or destroyed – at least 

25 officially reported so far, although the exact number is likely 

to be much higher, as imagery shows entire areas swept 

away. 

 WASH: two aqueducts have been destroyed and access to 

drinking water is very limited. Hygiene needs are likely. 

Humanitarian 
constraints 

 Up to 80% of the roads have been hard-to-access in Mocoa. 

At least two bridges have been damaged, while roads are 

covered by mud and debris. Humanitarian workers reached 

the area mainly by boat, but it is almost impossible for the 

population to get out without assistance. 

 A power outage prevented rescue operations overnight.  

 More rainfall is expected in the next two days and will likely 

hinder assistance.  

 

Limitations  

 The number of casualties and houses destroyed are likely to change due to the recency 

of the event.  

 The exact extent of sectoral needs – especially in WASH and shelter –  remains unclear. 

 

http://news.sky.com/story/desperate-search-for-survivors-of-colombias-water-avalanche-10822631
http://floodlist.com/america/colombia-flood-landslide-mocoa-april-2017
http://www.abc57.com/story/35050375/more-than-250-dead-many-missing-in-colombia-mudslides
http://colombiareports.com/night-falls-mocoa-254-found-dead-200-still-missing/
http://colombiareports.com/night-falls-mocoa-254-found-dead-200-still-missing/
http://colombiareports.com/night-falls-mocoa-254-found-dead-200-still-missing/
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis impact 

At least 254 people have been killed and 200 injured, while 200 remain missing as a result 

of floods and mudslides that occurred from the night of 31 March to 1 April in Mocoa, 

capital of Putumayo department (Telesur 02/04/2017, The Guardian 01/04/2017). The death toll 

is likely to increase: 22 wounded people are in critical condition, and it is believed that the 

majority of the missing people are dead (al Jazeera 03/04/2017 ; Government 02/04/2017 ; Sky News 

02/04/2017).  

The timing of the mudslides prevented people from being alerted (The Guardian 01/04/2017) 

Health: A hospital has been damaged, likely injuring people and impacting access to 

health services and capacity to respond to the injured (Colombia Reports 01/04/2017).  

There are gaps in the medical response. While medical teams have been deployed, they 

cannot treat all the injured due to the lack of infrastructure after the damage to the 

hospital as well as a lack of blood and medicines. (The City Paper Bogota 02/04/2017 ; Colombia 

Reports 02/04/2017 ;  OCHA 01/04/2017 ; The Guardian 01/04/2017).   

No major outbreak of waterborne disease has been reported recently in the area. 

Shelter: Extensive house damage is likely. So far, more than 25 houses have been 

officially reported as destroyed but the actual number is likely to be much higher as parts 

of Mocoa are reported to have been completely swept away. Many more were damaged, 

some severely (OCHA 01/04/2017). Rocks, trees and debris have fallen on many houses and 

roofs have collapsed (CNN 01/04/2017). 

WASH: There is little access to drinking water in Mocoa due to the floods (al Jazeera 

02/04/2017). Two aqueducts providing water have been destroyed, increasing the needs 

(The Guardian 01/04/2017,.Action Against Hunger 02/04/2017). Hygiene issues are also likely. 

No major outbreak of waterborne disease has been reported recently in the area. 

Food and livelihoods: Food access has been limited since the rainfall as the markets are 

difficult to access (OCHA 01/04/2017). 

As Mocoa is an important market in the Putumayo region, food access is probably going 

to decrease in the region. (BBC 02/04/2017).  

Mocoa is also an important economic hub in the region, and therefore loss of livelihoods 

will likely result. Stocks and infrastructure have been damaged. Oil activities – including 

petroleum – are operated from the city (The City Paper Bogota, 02/04/2017).  

Education: At least five schools have been damaged by the rainfall and are currently 

closed. The number of children in those schools is unknown (OCHA 01/04/2017). 

 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 
Access to and within Mocoa by road is challenging (Colombia Reports 02/04/2017). Two 

bridges were destroyed by the mudslide (Reuters 01/04/2017). Close to 80% of the streets in 

the city are hard to access (ABC 02/04/2017). They are covered with mud, rocks and debris 

(Le Monde 01/04/2017). 

Electricity has been cut and availability of fuel is low (al Jazeera 02/04/2017 ; BBC 01/04/2017). 

There has also been continuing heavy rainfall. As a result, search and rescue teams had 

to suspend their work overnight (al Jazeera 02/04/2017 ; The City Paper Bogota, 02/04/2017). 

 

Vulnerable populations 

10,500 IDPs live in Putumayo department and the affected neighbourhoods hosted IDPs 

(La Croix 02/04/2017 ; OCHA 10/12/2016). They live in more vulnerable conditions, with 83% 

living below the poverty line and 35% in extreme poverty (OCHA 10/12/2016). They likely live 

in areas where the shelters are more vulnerable to floods. 

Children have been hardest hit by the floods – with 43 child deaths confirmed so far. 

Most of them were sleeping when the floods hit their homes, and therefore could not 

seek refuge (ABC 03/04/2017).  

 

Aggravating factors 

Recurrent and ongoing rains 
Heavy rains and floods have been ongoing since early January across Colombia, but 
particularly in neighbouring Nariño department. However, the Putumayo department 
has not been affected between January and 31 March. The rains have affected over 
1,390 families, as of mid-March, in 11 departments (Flood List 02/04/2017).  
More rainfall is forecast on Monday and Tuesday, and will likely hinder assistance (Weather 

02/04/2017). It is unclear as to whether it could cause new mudslides in the area (UNGRD 

02/04/2017). 

 

Location and type of housing/infrastructure 
Most of the houses swept away by the mudslides where located on the river banks of the 

three rivers, Mocoa, Mulato, and Sangoyaco, that flooded. Protection from runoff was 

http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Death-Toll-Rises-to-at-Least-254-in-Colombia-Mudslide-Disaster-20170402-0011.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/01/colombia-landslide-mocoa-putumayo-heavy-rains
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/mocoa-rescuers-hunt-survivors-death-toll-rises-170402190415122.html
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2017/Presidente-entrega-reporte-oficial-de-la-emergencia-en-Mocoa-y-anuncia-el-plan-de-accion-a-desarrollarse-para-mitigar.aspx
http://news.sky.com/story/desperate-search-for-survivors-of-colombias-water-avalanche-10822631
http://news.sky.com/story/desperate-search-for-survivors-of-colombias-water-avalanche-10822631
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/01/colombia-landslide-mocoa-putumayo-heavy-rains
http://colombiareports.com/night-falls-mocoa-254-found-dead-200-still-missing/
https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/tragedy-in-colombias-putumayo-claims-234-with-158-reported-missing/16804
http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/01/colombia-landslide-mocoa-putumayo-heavy-rains
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/04/01/americas/colombia-mudslide-deaths/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/hundreds-missing-deadly-mudslides-hit-colombia-170401145425068.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/hundreds-missing-deadly-mudslides-hit-colombia-170401145425068.html
https://www.accioncontraelhambre.org/en/node/2513
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39468575
https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/tragedy-in-colombias-putumayo-claims-234-with-158-reported-missing/16804
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://news.trust.org/item/20170401133757-oxsy6/
http://www.abc57.com/story/35050375/more-than-250-dead-many-missing-in-colombia-mudslides
http://www.lemonde.fr/ameriques/article/2017/04/01/en-colombie-plus-de-110-personnes-meurent-dans-une-coulee-de-boue_5104469_3222.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/ameriques/article/2017/04/01/en-colombie-plus-de-110-personnes-meurent-dans-une-coulee-de-boue_5104469_3222.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/news/2017/04/caused-colombias-deadly-downpours-170402175649159.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39470238
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/04/hundreds-missing-deadly-mudslides-hit-colombia-170401145425068.html
https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/tragedy-in-colombias-putumayo-claims-234-with-158-reported-missing/16804
http://www.la-croix.com/Monde/La-Colombie-cherche-survivants-catastrophe-Mocoa-2017-04-02-1300836418
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/humanitarian-needs-overview-colombia-2017
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/hno_colombia_2017_en.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-03/grim-search-resumes-in-colombia-after-deadly-flood/8409604
http://floodlist.com/america/colombia-flood-landslide-mocoa-april-2017
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/Mocoa+Colombia+COPU0107:1:CO
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/Mocoa+Colombia+COPU0107:1:CO
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2017/Gobierno-Nacional-desmiente-version-que-indica-que-se-podria-generar-una-nueva-avalancha-en-Mocoa-Putumayo.aspx
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2017/Gobierno-Nacional-desmiente-version-que-indica-que-se-podria-generar-una-nueva-avalancha-en-Mocoa-Putumayo.aspx
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reduced during the past years due to deforestation and construction of houses near the 

water (Time 02/04/2017). Roofs in these areas appear to mostly be made of iron. Debris has 

merged with a thick mud, making excavation difficult. 

 

Key characteristics  

Demographic profile:  237,000 people live in Putumayo department, including 36,000 in 

the city of Mocoa. In Mocoa, 50.5% of the inhabitants are women and 49.5% men (Census 

2005). 

211,700 people were in need prior to the rainfalls in Putumayo, including 10,500 IDPs 
(OCHA 10/12/2016). 

Food security: Nationwide, 600,000 people are in need of food assistance. Needs are 

higher than country average in the Putumayo department (OCHA 30/11/2016). 

Nutrition: Global acute malnutrition (GAM) estimates are currently unavailable. 

Throughout Colombia,0.6% of children under five are severely underweight and 2.8% 

moderately underweight (UNICEF 2012). While exact figures are unknown, nutrition needs 

are higher than the country average in Putumayo (OCHA 30/11/2016). 

Health: Nationwide, 4.39 million people are in need of health assistance. Infant mortality: 

14.1 per 1,000 births. Maternal mortality: 64 deaths per 100,000 births (OCHA 30/11/2016; 

CIA World Factbook 31/12/2015).  

WASH: Nationwide, 960,000 people need WASH assistance (OCHA 30/11/2016). Urban 

access to improved drinking water: 97%. Urban access to improved sanitation: 85% o (CIA 

World Factbook 12/01/2017). 

Lighting and cooking. Nationwide, 75% use gas for cooking, while 15% use wood, 7% 

electricity and 2% other fuels (Clean Cookstoves 2016). 

Literacy. Nationwide, 95% of the population over 15 can read and write (CIA World Factbook 

12/01/2017). 

 

 

 

Response capacity 

Local and national response capacity 

A state of emergency was declared in the area (BBC 01/04/2017). The response comes from 

the national, departmental and municipal levels. The government of Colombia claimed it 

does not require additional assistance (OCHA 02/04/2017).  

The responders have prioritised the search for missing people until Tuesday 4 April, 

which will mark the 72-hour threshold (Colombia Reports 02/04/2017). Meanwhile, food, 5,000 

to 10,000L of drinking water, shelter kits, hygiene kits as well as five power generators 

have been delivered to the affected areas in Mocoa (OCHA 01/04/2017) (La Croix 02/04/2017). 

Military engineers have also been working to fix damaged infrastructure – mainly roads 

and bridges (Colombia Reports 01/04/2017).  

The National Army is present along with the National Civil Defence, the Colombian Air 

Force, 300 members of the National Unity for the Management of Disaster Risks, fire 

departments as well as the Corpoamazonia – Colombia’s environmental agency (OCHA 

01/04/2017).  

The government has shipped 500kg of medicine to Mocoa in order to minimize the gap 

in supplies (Government 02/04/2017). 

 

International response capacity 
Many INGOs, including Action Against Hunger, have already deployed teams to the 

affected areas (Action Against Hunger 02/04/2017). 

China donated USD 1 million and the Inter-American Development Bank USD 200,000 in 

relief funds to the Colombian government (Reuters 03/04/2017). 

The UN, as well as countries such as France, Peru and Venezuela, have promised to send 

relief to Colombia (The City Paper Bogota 02/04/2017 ; Colombia Reports 02/04/2017).  

 

 

Information gaps and needs 

 At the time of writing, teams on the field are still counting the number of people 

affected and houses and infrastructure destroyed or damaged (OCHA 01/04/2017).  

 The exact number of casualties reported is conflicting among responding agencies 

(ABC 02/04/2017). 

 There is a lack of specific information on sectoral needs (such as the extent to the 

damage to houses), at the time of writing. 

http://time.com/4722008/deadly-avalanche-mocoa-colombia/
http://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/en/statistics-by-topic-1/population-and-demography/census-2005
http://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/en/statistics-by-topic-1/population-and-demography/census-2005
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/hno_colombia_2017_en.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/node/137335
https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/colombia_statistics.html#114
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/node/137335
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/node/137335
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/co.html
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/node/137335
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/co.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/co.html
http://cleancookstoves.org/country-profiles/94-colombia.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/co.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/co.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39470238
file:///C:/Users/Alexandre/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/ACAPS%20START/170403%20Colombia%20Landslides/The%20Government%20of%20Colombia,%20through%20the%20UNGRD%20(National%20Disaster%20Risk%20Management%20Unit)%20informed%20that%20it%20does%20not%20require%20additional%20assistance
http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://www.la-croix.com/Monde/La-Colombie-cherche-survivants-catastrophe-Mocoa-2017-04-02-1300836418
http://colombiareports.com/night-falls-mocoa-254-found-dead-200-still-missing/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2017/Gobierno-Nacional-continua-atencion-en-Mocoa-Putumayo-tras-emergencia-ocasionado-por-creciente-subita.aspx
https://www.accioncontraelhambre.org/en/node/2513
https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/tragedy-in-colombias-putumayo-claims-234-with-158-reported-missing/16804
https://thecitypaperbogota.com/news/death-toll-climbs-to-154-in-putumayo-tragedy/16739
http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170401_flash_update2_municipio_de_mocoa_-_putumayo_0.pdf
http://www.abc57.com/story/35050375/more-than-250-dead-many-missing-in-colombia-mudslides
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 It is uncertain whether the authorities were adequately prepared to respond to this 

emergency. Locals have claimed that preparedness was weak. However, floods and 

mudslides are common in Colombia, and authorities are used to responding to them. 

 

Lessons learned 

- Although floods and mudslides are common in Colombia, the recent incidents in 

Mocoa may be the most devastating in years (Colombia Reports 02/04/2017). 

- According to local media, the threat posed by one of the ravines surrounding 

Mocoa was ignored by local authorities. This ravine flooded on Friday night, 

causing the mudslides. (Flood List, 02/04/2017, NotiFronteras 20/10/2014) 

- Mocoa is located at the confluence of several rivers and surrounded by steep 

slopes.  

- Reports indicate the impact of the disaster could have been decreased by 

reinforcing riverbanks, reforesting the surrounding area, and redirecting the 

water trajectory away from the town (Time 01/04/2017). 

 

  

http://colombiareports.com/colombia-mourns-rescue-teams-mocoa-continue-search-missing-persons/
http://floodlist.com/america/colombia-flood-landslide-mocoa-april-2017
http://notifronteras.com/ultimas-noticias/quebrada-la-taruca-en-mocoa-tragedia-anunciada-de-proporciones-inimaginables-que-las-autoridades-han-hecho-caso-omiso/
http://time.com/4722008/deadly-avalanche-mocoa-colombia/
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Map   

  

Title: 

Devastating 

mudslides in 

Colombia. 

The rivers have 

flooded after 

torrential rains 

Vers = towards 

Rue = Street 
Source: La Croix 

02/04/2017 

 

http://www.la-croix.com/Monde/La-Colombie-cherche-survivants-catastrophe-Mocoa-2017-04-02-1300836418
http://www.la-croix.com/Monde/La-Colombie-cherche-survivants-catastrophe-Mocoa-2017-04-02-1300836418

