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SITUATION UPDATE 

 The Iraqi Prime Minister officially announced a change on the plan to retake Mosul. 
Plans are to be revised in connection to the faster pace that the operation is progressing 
into Ninewa, two thirds of this Governorate are already back to government control, and 
lingering indirect fire still taking place in certain re-taken neighbourhoods that are causing 
civilian casualties and new displacement. 

 Most IDPs from Hawija are fleeing on foot over difficult and dangerous terrain into 
Kirkuk. Along the journey they have to wait a long time at a buffer zone for security 
clearance. There is reportedly a lack of medical assistance at checkpoints and delays in 
referrals to Kirkuk city health facilities. UNHCR continues to advocate for access to some 
300 IDPs reportedly stranded in Sulan Maree village in the buffer zone near Maktab 
Khalid. 

 Planned return of Iraqi refugees from Syria: approximately 800 Iraqi refugees, plus 
an unspecified number of children under 14 years of age, are being transported from Al-
Hol camp in Syria by the GoI to UNHCR’s Al-Alam camp. They are expected to arrive in 
the coming days. The movement has been coordinated with the Kurdistan Regional 
Government and central authorities. Such return movements, there have been two 
earlier this year, are not supported by UNHCR since neither the means of return nor the 
situation upon return comply with UNHCR’s criteria for supporting any voluntary returns. 
As such, UNHCR only monitors these returns, mitigates risks wherever possible, and 
conducts mass information among the concerned population to ensure that they can take 
informed decisions, as well as advocate with the concerned authorities to prevent any 
forcible returns and ensure that the returnees are documented. 

POPULATION MOVEMENTS 

 Mosul: the displacement towards the west and south of Mosul continued on 19 
December when 1,200 IDPs (200 families) arrived from Merkaz Mosul to Khazer M2 
camp. Another group of Over 1,400 IDPs (237 families) from Hatra district arrived to 
Qayyarah Jad’ah 3 camp and Qayyarah Airstrip emergency site.  

 Hawiga: on 19 December, 85 IDPs fled Hawija on foot through the Hamreen Mountains 
and arrived at Al-Hayakel in Salah-al-Din Governorate. The authorities are planning to 
transport the IDPs to Al-Alam camp. The decision to which camp the IDPs will be taken 
to sometimes is taken in consultation with the IDPs themselves. The decision is usually 
based on space availability, proximity to area of origin and sometimes the host 
community reaction, as is the case for Tel Afar. 

 Shirqat: on 19 December, 73 IDPs crossed to the west border of the Tigris River into 
areas controlled by the Iraqi Security Forces in search of safety. 

RETURNS  

 The MoMD reported that 2,200 IDPs (423 families) have returned to Qayyarah, 
Hamdaniya and retaken areas in and around Mosul. The IDPs departed voluntarily 
from the Government’s Khazer camp and UNHCR’s Hasansham U3 camps. 

UNHCR RESPONSE UPDATE 
 Since Mosul operation began, UNHCR has pitched over 2,900 tents and provided 

NFI kits to over 13,374 families, including tent winterization kits, winter-specific items 
like high-fleece thermal blankets and heaters. 

KEY FIGURES 

106,692 
Internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) from Mosul and 
surrounding areas since the 
military offensive began on 17 
October1 

 

13,400 
UNHCR kits of core relief items 
(CRIs) distributed to families 
(assisting some 77,000 people) 
displaced from Mosul and 
surrounding areas 
 

9,097  
Family plots (for some 54,000 
people) in UNHCR built camps 
are ready to receive IDPs 
displaced from Mosul corridor, 

of which 5,375 (59%)  
are currently occupied 

 

3.1 million  

IDPs since January 20142 

 

239,077 Iraqi refugees 

hosted by neighbouring 
countries in the region, with 
4,498 Iraqis to Syria since 

17 October 
 
1IOM-DTM Mosul Emergency Tracking 
as of 18 December 
2IOM-DTM as of 8 December 2016 

FUNDING 

USD 584 million 
requested for IDPs and Iraqi 

refugees in the region

 
Of which 

USD 196 million 
requested for the Mosul 

emergency response 

 

 

Funded
43%

Gap
57%


