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OVERVIEW 
• Hawiga district – one of four districts in Kirkuk Governorate – has been under the 

control of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) since June 2014. At that time, 
its total population was 288,000 people, including 117,000 in Hawiga town and 
peri-urban areas, according to the Iraqi Central Statistics Office. 

• The military operation to retake the district from ISIL has intensified in the last 
months, and living conditions in Hawiga have reportedly worsened as military forces 
gather around the area. 

• People in Hawiga are reportedly facing a severe lack of food, water and medicine as 
well as significant price increases for basic items needed for survival. Atrocities and 
brutality against civilians in Hawiga and those who are trying to flee the area have 
been reported, including by credible witness accounts. 

• The number of civilians fleeing Hawiga increased sharply in August with the 
intensification of military operations in the area. Over 46,000 people have fled 
since the beginning of August 2016, mainly towards other districts in Kirkuk and to 
neighbouring Salah al-Din Governorate.

• In a worst-case scenario, humanitarian partners estimate that the military operation 
to retake Hawiga could trigger the displacement of up to 114,000 people (19,000 
families) who will need to be sheltered in displacement camps and emergency sites. 

• Civilians caught in the fighting in Hawiga face extreme risks. They may be used 
as human shields, caught in crossfire, or subjected to physical and other forms 
of violence. Those fleeing may face risks from direct and indirect fire, explosive 
remnants of war and improvised explosive devices, and possible retaliation from 
ISIL, including ambushes and executions. 
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SITUATION ON THE GROUND 
• Over 46,000 people from Hawiga are currently displaced, according to the 

International Organization for Migration Displacement. Nearly half of them, i.e. 
25,000 people, are in Kirkuk Governorate, mainly sheltering in three displacement 
camps (Daquq, Laylan and Nazrawa). One third of people displaced from Hawiga, 
i.e. 15,000 people, are in Salah al-Din Governorate, mainly sheltering in precarious 
shelter settings, including unfinished buildings, informal settlements, religious 
and school buildings. The remainder is living in various settings and governorates, 
including 5,000 people in Debaga camp in Erbil Governorate and about 1,000 
people in Qayyarah Jad’ah camp in Ninewa Governorate. 

• Civilians often flee Hawiga by foot, walking for up to 36 hours, often with children, 
to arrive to safety. Along their journey, they risk being killed by ISIL members or by 
improvised explosive devices and landmines, like the 18 displaced people killed on 
4 November, when their truck got destroyed by roadside bombs.

• Repeatedly, families fleeing towards territory controlled by Kurdish security forces in 
Kirkuk Governorate had to spend several hours or days stranded near checkpoints 
before being granted access to safety. 
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The next information sheet on the humanitarian situation in Hawiga will be issued as more information becomes available.
For media enquiries: Karim Elkorany, elkorany@un.org, +964 790 193 1292; Other enquiries: Louise Barber, barber@un.org
Disclaimer: This document is subject to availability of data at the time of circulation and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified.

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
• With the rate of displacement from Hawiga to Kirkuk increasing sharply since last August, humanitarian partners have adapted 

their response to provide first line emergency assistance to arriving families. This includes the provision of water and sanitation, 
ready-to-eat food and emergency medical care to families passing through checkpoints and screening sites. Rapid protection 
assessments are being conducted to identify critical needs and inform the response.  

• Humanitarian partners are supporting the authorities to transport displaced families from checkpoints and screening sites to 
Daquq, Laylan and Nazrawa camps. Since March 2016, humanitarian partners have transported more than 17,000 displaced 
people from the different entry points to the displacement camps. 

• More than 27,000 people displaced from Hawiga are sheltering in five displacement camps (Daquq, Debaga, Laylan, Nazrawa 
and Qayyarah Jad’ah). Authorities and humanitarian partners are providing various forms of assistance in camps, including water, 
sanitation and hygiene services, food and non-food items, medical care, education services, protection monitoring and case 
management. 

• The three displacement camps of Kirkuk Governorate have almost reached their maximum occupancy, with 4,700 families 
sheltering in 5,260 tents out of a total of 5,440 tents. The Government and humanitarian partners are building and planning 
additional shelter spaces in Kirkuk, including 920 tents in Laylan 2 camp which are expected to be ready in early November. In 
Salah al-Din Governorate, additional shelter capacity is also planned in Al Alam in Salah al-Din Governorate for up to 3,400 tents. 

PLANNING AND HUMANITARIAN PRIORITIES 
• It is difficult to predict how the Hawiga military operation will evolve and its humanitarian fallout. The nature of the offensive, 

including its length and the participating armed forces, will determine the number of people who will flee from Hawiga and the 
scope of needs of people affected by the conflict. Despite this challenge, humanitarian partners have developed contingency 
plans to prepare the response to various possible scenarios.

• In a worst-case scenario, an influx of 114,000 displaced people is predicted, mainly towards Kirkuk. There is concern that some 
civilians may flee towards areas under ISIL control where humanitarian partners have no access. 

• The most vulnerable people will be at heightened risk, including the elderly, people with disabilities, pregnant women, separated 
and unaccompanied children. Family separation, especially as a result of security screening, increase vulnerabilities amongst the 
displaced families. 

• Parties to the conflict are being called upon to do everything possible to uphold their obligations under international 
humanitarian law to protect civilians and ensure they have access to assistance. Humanitarian partners are also advocating 
strongly against any restriction of movement of civilians, forced displacements and confiscation of identification documents. 

• Top priorities include advocating for safe escape routes through which displaced people can safe areas and monitoring 
protection issues while they await passage at check points and screening sites.
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