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HigHligHts
 
Instances of internal 
displacement caused by 
conflict, violence, and 
disasters

conflict & violence

 Afghanistan (about 66,000 new displacements 3-24 
October; about 20,000 cross-border returns)
 Somalia (about 80,000 displacements 7-23 October, 
incl. up to 40,000 repeated displacements)
 Iraq (about 42,000 new displacements 17 October-9 
November; about 1,500 repeated displacements)

Disasters

 Super typhoon Haima – China, 
Philippines (up to 900,000)
 Italy (about 25,000 new dis-
placements; about 1,100 still 
displaced by 24 August earth-
quake)

feature

Iraq

Affected 
AreAs

Mosul; Kirkuk

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Conflict

fIgures About 42,000 new 
displacements from Mosul 
between 17 October and 
9 November; about 1,500 
repeated displacements from 
Kirkuk on 24 October

cONtext

Between 17 October and 9 November, about 7,000 fami-
lies (about 42,000 people) were newly displaced by the Iraqi 
army’s large-scale offensive to dislodge Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) from Mosul (IOM automated dashboard, 
9 November 2016). The Norwegian Refugee Council’s Iraq 
country director, Wolfgang Gressmann, said: “We’ve seen thou-
sands forced to flee their homes, families separated, many civil-
ians injured and others killed by snipers or by explosive devices. 
We are now bracing ourselves for the worst. The lives of 1.2 
million civilians are in grave danger” (NRC, 2 November 2016). 

There are no safe routes out of Mosul. People risk being 
caught in the crossfire or setting off landmines if they flee. 
Two girls from one family died on their journey to a camp 
(NRC, 24 October 2016). 

People trapped in Mosul are at risk of being used as human 
shields (AI, 27 October 2016). 

http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/november/mosul-moment-of-truth-for-the-future-of-iraq/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2016/october/mosul-deadly-escape/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/10/iraq-fears-for-safety-of-civilians-caught-in-crossfire-and-used-by-is-as-human-shields/
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Some people fled to Zelikan and Khazer camps in areas 
controlled by the Kurdistan regional government. They are not 
permitted to leave the camps, except for emergency medical 
care. Mobile phones are also forbidden for new arrivals (AI, 
27 October 2016). 

In Kirkuk, about 250 families (about 1,500 people) already 
displaced were forced to leave the city, 150km south-east of 
Mosul, on 24 October (UNHCR, 26 October 2016). 

east asia & Pacific

China, the Philippines 

Affected 
AreAs

Guangdong and Fujian provinces 
in China; Ilocos, Cagayan valley, 
central Luzon, Calabarzon, 
Bicol and Cordillera regions in 
the Philippines

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Super typhoon Haima, known in 
the Philippines as Lawin

fIgures About 741,000 new 
displacements in China; up to 
159,000 in the Philippines

cONtext
In anticipation of super typhoon Haima, about 668,000 people 
were evacuated in China’s Guangdong province. The storm 
destroyed more than 300 homes and severely damaged about 
2,700 more (Guangdong civil affairs department, 23 October 
2016). About another 73,000 people were evacuated in Fujian 
province (State Oceanic Administration, 24 October 2016). 
In the Philippines, up to 159,000 people were evacuated in 
Ilocos, Cagayan valley, central Luzon, Calabarzon, Bicol and 
Cordillera regions before Haima made landfall (NDRRMC, 24 
October 2016). The typhoon destroyed about 14,000 homes 
(NDRRMC, 25 October 2016).

euroPe

Italy 

Affected 
AreAs

Camerino, Visso, Ussita, 
Castelsantangelo sul Nera and 
Preci in Umbria and Marche 
regions

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Earthquake

fIgures About 25,000 new 
displacements between 26 
and 30 October; about 1,100 
still displaced after 24 August 
earthquake 

cONtext
About 25,000 people moved to hotels and emergency shelters 
following aftershocks in central Italy on 26 and 30 October. 
After the 26 October event, people were also evacuated 
from two hospitals and Camerino’s jail (Protezione Civile, 2 
November 2016). The number of displaced is likely to rise as 
more people register for state assistance (Protezione Civile, 
30 October 2016).

About 1,100 people remain displaced by the magnitude 6.2 
earthquake on 24 August (Protezione Civile, 31 October 2016).

MiDDle east & nortH africa

Syria 

Affected 
AreAs

Rif Dimashq (Rural Damascus) 
governorates and Aleppo

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Conflict

fIgures More than 1,600 displacements 
from Moadamiya

cONtext

More than 1,600 people were evacuated on 19 October from 
the town of Moadamiya (Moadamiyeh) near Damascus, which 
has been under siege by Syrian government forces since 2012. 
Opposition fighters and their families were transported by 
bus to opposition-held areas of Idlib governorate. It was the 
fourth such evacuation in the past two months. Others took 
place in Qudsaya and al-Hameh on 14 October (UNHCR, 20 
October 2016). 

There were also unconfirmed reports of a small number of 
people evacuated from eastern Aleppo through humanitarian 
corridors announced by the Russian defence ministry (UNHCR, 
20 October 2016). 

soutH asia

Afghanistan 

Affected 
AreAs

Kunduz city; Nangahar, 
Kandahar, Herat and
Nimroz provinces

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Conflict

fIgures About 66,000 new 
displacements from Kunduz 
between 3 and 24 October; 
about 20,000 returns from 
Pakistan and Iran

cONtext
About 66,000 people were displaced from Kunduz between 
3 and 24 October. Most fled to Kabul, Pul-e-Khumri, Taloqan, 
Fayzabad and Mazar-i-Sharif (OCHA, 24 October 2016). 

Meanwhile, about 9,200 undocumented Afghans returned 
from Pakistan between 22 and 28 October. The total number 
of undocumented Afghan returnees from Pakistan in 2016 
now stands at about 211,000 in 2016 (revises previous figures). 
Compared with the previous week, spontaneous returns were 
down by four per cent and deportations were up by 86 per 
cent (IOM, 28 October 2016).

Also between 22 and 28 October, about 11,000 Afghans 
returned from Iran. The total number of undocumented 
Afghan returnees from Iran in 2016 now stands at about 
372,000 (revises previous figures) (IOM, 28 October 2016).

Several sources indicate that many returnees will become 
displaced. The UN special rapporteur on the human rights of 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/10/iraq-fears-for-safety-of-civilians-caught-in-crossfire-and-used-by-is-as-human-shields/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/10/iraq-fears-for-safety-of-civilians-caught-in-crossfire-and-used-by-is-as-human-shields/
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Iraq%20Flash%20Update%20-%2026OCT16.pdf
http://www.gdmz.gov.cn/gdmz/mzyw/2016-10/23/content_de2f55d2136e47489589d85033a
http://www.gdmz.gov.cn/gdmz/mzyw/2016-10/23/content_de2f55d2136e47489589d85033a
http://www.soa.gov.cn/xw/dfdwdt/jsdw_157/201610/t20161024_53515.html
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/2946/Sitrep_No_07_re_Preparedness_Measures_and_Effects_of_Super_Typhoon_LAWIN_as_of_24OCT2016a.pdf
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/2946/Sitrep_No_07_re_Preparedness_Measures_and_Effects_of_Super_Typhoon_LAWIN_as_of_24OCT2016a.pdf
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/2946/Sitrep_No_09_re_Preparedness_Measures_and_Effects_of_Super_Typhoon_LAWIN_(HAIMA)_as_of_25OCT2016_0800H.pdf
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/view_com.wp?prevPage=comunicati_stampa&contentId=COM60788
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/view_com.wp?prevPage=comunicati_stampa&contentId=COM60788
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/view_com.wp?prevPage=comunicati_stampa&contentId=COM60736
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/view_com.wp?prevPage=comunicati_stampa&contentId=COM60736
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/jcms/it/view_com.wp?prevPage=comunicati_stampa&contentId=COM60738
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20flash%20update%2020OCT16.pdf
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20flash%20update%2020OCT16.pdf
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20flash%20update%2020OCT16.pdf
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/Syria%20flash%20update%2020OCT16.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/kunduz-emergency-situation-report-no-7-24-october-2016
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/IOM_Undocumented_Afghan_Returns_Weekly_Situation_Report_28_October_2016.pdf
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/IOM_Undocumented_Afghan_Returns_Weekly_Situation_Report_28_October_2016.pdf
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IDPs, Chaloka Beyani, said: “Sending them back now clearly 
adds to instability. These people cannot be absorbed into 
Afghan economic and social life … those who may be returned 
and don’t go back to their place of origin – if they are not 
integrated, they will become IDPs.” Beyani also cautioned that 
failing to meet IDPs’ needs in the country may push them to 
cross borders. “Today’s IDPs are tomorrow’s refugees. If their 
livelihoods are not met, IDPs will move and become refugees,” 
he said (The Guardian, 1 November 2016).

In a separate statement, he said: “Warnings by humani-
tarian partners suggest that many more IDPs could be displaced 
by the end of the year, yet attention and resources allocated to 
their needs seem to be waning rather than increasing in line 
with the growing challenges and need for durable solutions” 
(UN News Centre, 20 October 2016). 

sub-saHaran africa

Mozambique 

Affected 
AreAs

Manica and Sofala provinces 

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Conflict

fIgures About 1,000 new displacements 
between 9 and 23 October

cONtext

About 1,000 people were displaced in Manic and Sofala prov-
inces by conflict between government forces and the armed 
wing of the Mozambican National Resistance (Renamo) in the 
two weeks to 23 October (Correio da Manhã, 23 October 
2016). 

Somalia 

Affected 
AreAs

Gaalkacyo city, Mudug region

cAuse Of 
dIsplAcemeNt

Conflict

fIgures About 75,000 to 80,000 
displacements between 7 and 
23 October, including up to 
40,000 repeated displacements 

cONtext

Context: As many as 80,000 people were displaced by 
fighting in Gaalkacyo (also spelled Galkayo) between 7 and 
23 October. Among them are up to 40,000 people already 
displaced and living in 21 settlements in the city. The onset of 
the rainy season is likely to make the situation worse, especially 
for those spending nights in the open. Eighty per cent of the 
displaced are women, children and older people (All Africa, 
24 October 2016; OCHA, 31 October 2016).

 
DISCLAIMER

The terminology, names and designations used in this update 
and the material in links do not imply any opinion on the part 
of IDMC. 

Displacement figures in this update are indicative only. For 
validated figures, read our Global Report on Internal Displace-
ment here. 

 

For more information regarding 
the data, email us at:
data@idmc.ch

For more general information, 
email us at:
info@idmc.ch

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
3 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
www.internal-displacement.org 
+41 22 552 3600 
Facebook.com/InternalDisplacement 
Twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva

cOntact

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/nov/01/eu-deportation-of-migrants-adds-to-afghanistans-instability-says-un-united-nations
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsId=55358#.WCGxuC0rIdX
http://www.correiodamanhamoz.com/mais-deslocados-de-guerra/
http://www.correiodamanhamoz.com/mais-deslocados-de-guerra/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201610241438.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201610241438.html
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/node/135000
http://www.internal-displacement.org/globalreport2016
http://www.facebook.com/InternalDisplacement
http://www.twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva

