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MOSUL CORRIDOR 
▪ Coalition airstrikes have been striking targets in Al Qayyarah in 

Ninewa Governorate and Iraqi Security Forces continue their 
offensive to retake the city.  

 
▪ An increasing number of IDPs has begun to flee towards Kirkuk 

ahead of an expected offensive by authorities to retake 
Hawiga district and surrounding areas. Between 15 and 18 
August, authorities cleared over 500 IDPs at the checkpoint 
leading from Hawiga to Kirkuk for further transportation to 
camps in Kirkuk.  

 
▪ UNHCR is preparing additional camp capacity and solutions in 

Kirkuk, with a further 100 tents to Nazrawa Camp and a new 
camp under construction in Daquq for 1,000 families. 

 
▪ Between 15 and 17 August, over 1,300 IDPs have arrived in 

Debaga. The camp population is nearly 34,000 – with almost 
15,000 in the camp reception centre, mosque and school.  

19 August 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE 

ANBAR CORRIDOR 

▪ Between 16 and 17 August, UNHCR opened two new camp sites (#7 and #8) in 
Habbaniya Tourist City, each with a capacity to accommodate 250 IDP families. 10 
IDP families have since entered Camp #7 and 183 IDP families into #8.  

 
▪ Authorities re-opened the Police Directorate in Rutba on 16 August and have 

deployed more troops to the city to counter continued attacks by armed groups. 
The authorities are also expediting work on a defensive berm to provide protection 
for returnees in the district.  
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KEY FIGURES 

87,000 IDPs  
from Falluja and surrounding 

areas since May 
 

46,800 IDPs  
from Mosul and surrounding 

areas since March 
 

77,000 IDPs 
from Shirqat, Al Qayyarah and 
surrounding areas since June 

 

3.385 million IDPs   
since January 2014  

 

233,900 Iraqi refugees 
in the region 

 

FUNDING 
UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million  
for IDPs and Iraqi refugees 

in the region is  

38% funded  
including recent 

announcements and 
projections  

Kuwait 

Saudi Arabia 

Jordan 

Iran 

Syria 

Turkey 

Iraq 

Gwer 
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Overcrowding in Debaga 
▪ UNHCR is still in discussions with authorities for the allocation of land 

adjacent to Debaga 2 Camp, and has been advocating for the resumption of 
the sponsorship programme that was halted at the beginning of August.  

▪ Exceptionally, authorities on 17 August allowed 949 IDPs originally from 
Hawiga to transfer from Debaga to Laylan camp in Kirkuk. 

▪ Military operations in the Gwer area in Makhmur district displaced more 
than 600 IDPs, and authorities subsequently relocated them to Debaga. The 
families have stated they intend to go back to their villages as soon as 
possible to resume work on their farms.  

 
Unaccompanied minors in Debaga  
▪ Protection partners and camp management have set up a Rubb hall in 

Debaga Stadium site for unaccompanied minors who have arrived in the 
camp, and have transferred 60 male youths from the camp mosque into the 
Rubb hall. They have received blankets and mattresses, and social workers 
have been attending to their psychosocial needs.   

 
Severe condition in Shirqat 
▪ IDPs who have fled Shirqat have reported that most of the remaining 

inhabitants left in the city are elderly and persons with specific needs unable 
to walk for the at least four hours needed to reach the Iraqi Security Forces. 
The remaining inhabitants are reportedly suffering from a lack of access to 
food, clean water and electricity.  

 
Assisting urban IDPs  
▪ UNHCR distributed mattresses, water jerry cans, and other essential basic 

items to 110 IDP families living in the community in Tikrit in Salah al-Din 
Governorate on 17 August. Since 15 July, UNHCR has distributed 1,035 kits 
of core relief items to out-of-camp IDPs in Tikrit.  

 
New camp in Salah al-Din 
▪ On 18 August, UNHCR commenced construction on Al Alam camp, located 

on the opposite side of the Tigris River from the Al Hajaj transit centre. The 
camp will have a capacity to host 500 families, and space is set aside to 
expand if necessary.   

Assessment mission to Kilo 18 
▪ UNHCR conducted a mission to Kilo 18 transit centre in Ramadi district on 

16 August to review the conditions and identify gaps. The centre was 
established as a temporary solution for IDPs arriving from Heet and 
surrounding areas in March while they underwent security screening. 
However, the centre has become a de-facto tented camp with families 
staying for on average for several months.  

 
Distribution of assistance to new arrivals  
▪ In Al Khalidiya Camp UNHCR distributed core relief items on 16 August to 

125 newly arrived IDP families from Jazeerat Al Khalidiya, Jazeerat Al 
Ramadi and surrounding areas. 

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 
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During a consultation with male IDP representatives in the Kilo 18 transit centre as part of a 
protection assessment mission on 16 August, IDPs discussed the difficult living conditions 
and concerns over lost livelihood opportunities. © UNHCR/Svetlana Karapandzic 


