
15 July 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE 

ANBAR CORRIDOR 

 

▪ UNHCR has established eight new camps, extended two camps, and is 

presently constructing a further eight camp to shelter over 24,000 IDPS 
(4,000 families) from Falluja. 

 

▪ The Anbar Provincial Council has requested the Ministry of Justice to 

begin the prosecution of over 2,000 persons from Falluja who were 
identified during security screening in Amiriyat al Falluja and were 
arrested. 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
 

▪ In Debaga, UNHCR has begun accommodating new arrivals in two Rubb 

halls in Debaga 2 Camp. UNHCR has been preparing emergency latrines 
and has installed a 10,000 liters water tank. More IDPs will move into 
Debaga 2 during the coming days. 

 

▪ Baiji in Salah al-Din Governorate is one of the most devastated cities 

the Iraqi Security Forces have retaken from ISIL, and on 13 July the Iraqi 
Parliament declared it a disaster area. 

 

▪ UNHCR is concerned over reports that authorities in Kirkuk have been 

confiscating the IDs of IDPs, including persons from Baiji, and only 
returning them at the checkpoints out of Kirkuk.  
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KEY FIGURES 

87,000 IDPs  
from Falluja and surrounding 

areas since May 
 

30,000 IDPs  
from Mosul and surrounding 

areas since March 
 

21,500 IDPs 
from Shirqat and surrounding 

areas since June 

 

3.3 million IDPs  
since January 2014  

 

230,000 Iraqi refugees 
in the region 

 

Funding 
UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million  
for IDPs and Iraqi refugees in 

the region is  

only 22% funded 

1. IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 23 May to 20 
June + UNHCR Field estimates for Jazerat Al Khalidiya  
2. UNHCR Debaga/Garmawa— Iraq and Al Hol Camp—Syria  
3. IOM DTM from 16 to 13 July   
4. IOM DTM from 1 January to 8 June  
5. Iraqis registered with UNHCR in Egypt, GCC, Iran, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria and Turkey as of 31 May 2016 

Al Hajaj 

Shirqat 

Refugee Camp 
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Operational Context 
▪ The main focus of Iraqi Security Forces operations is currently the offensive against 

ISIL in southern Ninewa and northern Salah al-Din governorate. The Iraqi Security 
Forces have announced that they secured control over Al Qayyarah Airbase, 60km 
south of Mosul, and have been expanding their operations in Hawiga in Kirkuk 
Governorate. The Iraqi Security Forces have installed a pontoon bridge over the 
Tigris for people fleeing from ISIL held areas 

 
New displacement south of Mosul 

▪ Over 1,000 (170 families) fleeing from Al Qayyarah and Hatra in Ninewa 

Governorate arrived in Tulul Baq in Shirqat District of Salah al-Din Governorate 
between 12 and 13 July. The Iraqi Security Forces, who recently retook Tulul Baq, 
are conducting security screening of the men and then transporting the families to 
the Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoMD) reception centre in Al Hajaj. 
MoMD has recorded over 16,000 persons (2,680 families) have been displaced from 
Shirqat. Most have passed through Al Hajaj and have found shelter in Tikrit and 
surrounding areas.  

▪ A further 700 IDPs from Al Qayyarah who crossed the Tigris river and fled into 
Makhmur arrived in Debaga on 14 July.  

 
Stranded Iraqis cleared to enter the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 

▪ Authorities have granted 12 Iraqis who have been stranded since early June 
between the Syrian and Iraqi border crossing points near Rabia’a approval to enter 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. They had previously fled into Syria in search of safety and 
became stranded when they tried to re-enter Iraq. Some 140 Iraqis are still awaiting 
clearance to pass, and in the meantime the authorities have granted persons with 
medical conditions access to Rabia’a for treatment.  

 
Layout prepared for a new camp to accommodate 6,600 IDPs  

▪ UNHCR conducted a mission on 14 July to the Zelekan site to the north east of 

Mosul, one of six proposed sites under the Joint Crisis Coordination Centre 
contingency planning for the expected influx of IDPs arriving from Mosul, to assess 
and map the site to produce the camp layout and start site-construction. The site 
will be able to accommodate around 6,600 IDPs (1,100 families).  

▪ Authorities are in the process of identifying further sites, particularly in the Zummar 

area, north west of Mosul.  

Operational Context 
▪ The Iraqi Security Forces continue their offensive to retake Jazerat Al Khalidiya and 

areas on the north bank of the Euphrates River. In many areas that the government 
has retaken, returns have been increasing although there is continued risk of 
explosive hazards, lack of essential services and renewed attacks from ISIL.  

 
Updates in Falluja District 

▪ In Al Karmah to the north east of Falluja, on 13 July authorities formed a committee 

that will be in charge of facilitating returns and conducting security screenings, in 
addition to coordinating stabilization efforts. A similar committee has also formed 
to organize returns to Falluja.  

▪ Authorities have instructed employees of the Falluja Water Directorate (including 

those among the IDP population) to resume work as of 17 July. 
 
Services beginning to resume in Ramadi 

▪ In Ramadi, electricity has resume in several areas and the main market has been 

restocked with basic items. Rehabilitation has begun on Ramadi Hospital and on 14 
July to a limited degree it began to receive patients again. The local office for the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs re-opened on 12 July.  

 
Returnees stranded due to bridge work 

▪ Maintenance work on Bzebiz Bridge, which links Anbar and Baghdad governorates, 
began on 11 July and was due to last three days. It has been extended to 17 July, 
although authorities have partially opened the bridge for military traffic. 
Meanwhile, hundreds of families have been stranded on the Baghdad side waiting 
to return to areas of origin in Anbar. 

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 
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Hundreds of individuals from Ninewa Governorate crossed the Tigris River and arrived in Debaga 

on 14 July. They will be sheltered in the rubb halls in Debaga 2 Camp. © UNHCR/Hawre Abdullah 


