
29 June 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
 

▪ Authorities reported that 420 displaced families from Shirqat arrived in 

Baiji district, both in Salah al-Din Governorate, and are being hosted in a 
collective centre. A further 70 families were displaced as Iraqi Security 
Forces secured Tulul Baqarea sub district west of Shirqat.  

 

▪ UNHCR has dispatched 500 kits of core relief items (CRIs) such as 

blankets and mattresses to help about 3,000 IDPs from Shirqat.   
 

▪ Increasing numbers of IDPs fleeing fighting in Hawiga district in Kirkuk 

Governorate are stranded near the Maktab Khalid checkpoint to Kirkuk 
city. Presently there are 180 individuals trying to cross. UNHCR is 
following up with authorities to advocate for their access to safety.  The 
majority are women and children in need of humanitarian assistance. 

 

▪ There are ongoing reports of families from Hawiga trying to make their 
way to Makhmur, only to be ambushed by armed groups, resulting in 
injury and death.    

ANBAR CORRIDOR 

 
▪ Shelling in Jazerat Al Khalidiya, the river peninsula between Ramadi and 

Falluja along the north bank of the Euphrates River, has been leading to 
new displacement. Fleeing families have reported that they have had to 
pay up to USD 200 per family to smugglers who lead families toward 
safety at night. Many of the 1,000 families in the peninsula reportedly 
want to flee but they either fear repercussions from ISIL or do not have 
money to pay smugglers.    

 

▪ Around one hundred families from Jazerat Al Khalidiya reached Kilo 18 

camp on 28 June. The Iraqi Security Forces took the men for security 
screening.  

 

▪ Although the Iraq Security Forces secured Rutba district over a month 

earlier, ISIL has launched recent attacks in the area, killing some 10 
civilians. The fragile security situation in Rutba and other areas that 
have been retaken poses continuing challenges regarding safe and 
dignified returns for IDPs.  

KEY FIGURES 

85,000 individuals* 
displaced from Falluja and 

surrounding areas 
 

24,000 individuals** 
displaced from Mosul and 

surrounding areas 
 

3.3 million IDPs* in Iraq 

since January 2014  
 

230,000 Iraqi 
refugees*** in the region 

 
 

Funding 
UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million for IDPs 

and Iraqi refugees in the 
region is  

only 22% funded 

* IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix  (from 23 May to 20 June)  

** Reception in Debaga and Garmawa camps (in Iraq), and border 

monitoring (in Syria) 

*** Iraqis registered with UNHCR in Egypt, GCC, Iran, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria and Turkey as of 31 May 2016 
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Operational Context 
▪ Since clashes around Mosul escalated in late March, over 15,000 individuals 

displaced in Makhmur district have found shelter in Debaga. The camp and nearby 
transit sites hosts around 10,500 IDPs while over 4,500 IDPs have left through 
sponsorship, mostly to Kirkuk.  

▪ UNHCR is assessing additional sites as an assault on Mosul could displace over 

600,000 people into central and northern Iraq. 

▪ North of Mosul, Garmawa camp hosts 6,130 IDPs (over 1,000 IDPs have arrived 

since April.) UNHCR and partners continue to advocate for an expansion of the 
sponsorship system to allow IDPs to move out of the camp. 

▪ Almost 6,500 Iraqi families from Mosul and Ba’aj districts in Ninewa Governorate 

and from Salah-al-Din Governorate have fled into Syria, 5,400 of whom have taken 
shelter in Al Hol camp located in Hassakeh Governorate 14 km from the border. As 
the battle for Mosul escalates, more Iraqis are expected to flee towards Syria. 

 

 UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Debaga camp/Stadium transit site – UNHCR and protection partners have been 
conducting protection monitoring but the lack of space is a serious challenge for the 
provision of essential support, including protection services. The lack of privacy is 
one of the main constraints. 

▪ Cross border –1,021 Iraqi refugees who had earlier been in Al Hol camp relocated to 
Yaroubia Syrian border crossing opposite the Rabi’a crossing in Iraq with the 
intention to cross into the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) on their way to their 
places of origin. Some 153 individuals are reportedly stranded at the border, unable 
to proceed or return to Syria. UNHCR is advocating for expedited screening 
procedures, and for humanitarian assistance to reach the families. 

▪ Shirqat— The Iraqi Security Forces have reportedly secured Tulul Baqarea west of 

Shirqat, and some 70 families were displaced to Shirqat. The forces are currently 
clearing the area of explosive hazards Authorities are now expecting that up to 
2,000 families could be displaced.  

  
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

▪ UNHCR conducted an assessment of the land the government allocated for Debaga 

2 camp, and has begun preparing the site for the construction of 940-shelter plots.   

▪ UNHCR has pitched 653 family tents and 10 Rubb halls in Debaga and Garmawa 

camps, and 1,150 additional family tents are scheduled to be erected spread across 
Debaga Stadium and Debaga 2. 

▪ UNHCR has distributed 33,236 essential items such as blankets, mattress and 

kitchen sets in Debaga and Garmawa camps since the beginning of the influx, 
reaching 15,525 persons. 

Operational Context 
▪ The Iraqi Government has announced that it has retaken Falluja, which had been 

under the control of ISIL for two years. Fighting has continued north of Falluja, and 
the Iraqi Security Forces are now preparing to retake the remaining districts in 
Anbar Governorate: Ana, Ru’ua and Ka’im districts. The New Syrian Army attacked 
Al-Bukamal area on the Syrian side of Al Kai’m district. Reportedly, the New Syrian 
Army are now stationed at the border crossing, potentially cutting off a vital route 
ISIL has relied on for supplies and smuggling fuel, weapons and fighters. The New 
Syrian Army also controls Al Tanf area in Syria bordering Al Waleed crossing near 
Rutba and the convergence between Iraq, Syria and Jordan.   

▪ Throughout the emergency, many of the IDPs who fled Falluja have moved several 

times between various overcrowded transit locations looking for space and shelter. 
UNHCR has continued to prepare further sites and erect tents in Al Khalidiya and 
Habbaniya Tourist City to accommodate the IDPs.  

▪ The threat of explosive hazards persists in areas the Iraqi Security Forces have 

secured, which poses a particular risk for returnees. The level of destruction in 
Falluja and other areas that the government has retaken is extensive, and will make 
safe and sustainable return difficult in the short term. 

 

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ UNHCR participated in an interagency mission to Amiriyat al Fallujah on 27 June to 
assess the feasibility of cash assistance for camp residents. During the mission, 
UNHCR staff and partners spoke with families recently displaced from Fallujah, 
including female-headed households, elderly IDPs and individuals with chronic 
medical conditions and disabilities. UNHCR also conducted a brief market 
assessment and spoke with shopkeepers and NGO staff about access to markets.  

▪ Returns to Karma – Authorities have been distributing returnee forms to IDPs from 

Al-Karma currently living in Al-Khalidiya to facilitate their return to their area of 
origin. Authorities had previously announced that families would be allowed to 
return to Karma beginning the first week of July, and efforts have been ongoing to 
clear the area of explosive remnants of war. The authorities have also undertaken 
to provide returning families with transportation. 

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

▪ UNHCR has provided 2,311 tents and erected 12 Rubb Halls to shelter over 16,000 
new arrivals from Falluja. UNHCR has also distributed nearly 8,500 kits of core relief 
items (CRIs) such as blankets, mattresses and jerry cans to help about 50,000 
people who fled Falluja.   

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 

www.unhcr.org 
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