
27 June 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
 

▪ Military operations recently commenced south of Mosul in Shirqat 

district and northern parts of Baiji district, both in Salah al-Din 
Governorate, with a new wave of displacement. The Iraqi Security 
Forces along with locals with vehicles have been transporting families 
between 50 to 70 kilometres to safety in and around Al Hajjaj and Tikrit.  

 

▪ Many of the displaced have found shelter within the host community in 

Al Hajaj. However, there were hundreds of more arrivals on 26 June, 
bringing the total to more than 500 families. Local authorities have 
estimated a further 1,000 could be displaced in the coming days. Local 
efforts may not be enough to transport and accommodate the 
increasing number of persons fleeing the escalating conflict. Shelter is 
likely to become an issue with a need to set up a camp if newly 
displaced families cannot find sponsors to live in in Al Hajaj.  

ANBAR CORRIDOR 
 

▪ The Iraqi Government announced that it has regained control of Falluja.  

 

▪ UNHCR remains concerned over the safety and security of the 

estimated 85,000 individuals who fled Falluja in the past month, and is 
striving to ensure everyone has a shelter and receives basic relief items. 

 

▪ Since 16 June, around 10,013 families have found shelter in camps, 

although the desert camps are extremely tough, with temperatures 
reaching the mid-40s centigrade.  Meanwhile, over 1,000 families in the 
camps still need tents. Families are likely to remain in these camps for 
some time due to explosive hazards and the extensive damage to 
infrastructure and homes in Falluja.  
 

▪ Iraqi Security Forces have continued shelling of Jazerat Al Khalidiya, the 

river peninsula between Ramadi and Falluja along the north bank of the 
Euphrates River, in preparation of an offensive. On 26 June, some 200 
families fled west to Ramadi, and up to 1,800 families are expected to 
flee in the coming day.  

KEY FIGURES 

85,374 individuals* 
displaced from Falluja and 

surrounding areas 
 

23,827individuals** 
displaced from Mosul and 

surrounding areas 
 

3.3 million IDPs* in Iraq 

since January 2014  
 

229,564 Iraqi 
refugees*** in the region 

 
 

Funding 
UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million for IDPs 

and Iraqi refugees in the 
region is  

only 21% funded 

* IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix  (from 23 May to 20 June)  

** Reception in Debaga and Garmawa camps (in Iraq), and border 

monitoring (in Syria) 

*** Iraqis registered with UNHCR in Egypt, GCC, Iran, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria and Turkey as of 31 May 2016 

Al Hajaj 

Shirqat 

Refugee Camp 
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Operational Context 
▪ Fighting south-east of Mosul, primarily in Makhmur district, continues to cause fresh 

displacement to Debaga. An assault on Mosul could displace over 600,000 people.  

▪ Overcrowding remains a serious concern in Garmawa camp. The camp population is 

now 6,130 individuals; over 1,000 of them are new arrival since March. UNHCR and 
partners continue to advocate for other options to be considered as well, such as an 
expansion of the sponsorship system to allow IDPs in the camp to move to other 
locations where they have relatives. 

▪ The number of Iraqis crossing into Syria to the west of Mosul in search of safety has 

been increasing daily. Since April some 8,077 Iraqi refugees from in and around 
Mosul have crossed the border; 6,027 of whom have registered in Al Hol camp. 
UNHCR has been advocating with authorities to facilitate travel of Iraqi refugees at 
the border to their places of origin in Salah al-Din Governorate. 

  

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Debaga has received 268 new arrivals since June 23, and 63 persons managed to 

leave to Kirkuk Governorate on sponsorship.  Camp management has relocated 570 
persons, including 352 children from the reception centre to the new extension at 
the Stadium transit site. The reception centre is still overcrowded with 5,252 IDPs 
sheltered in 3 Rubb Halls and 37 family tents. In total, there are 10,458 new arrivals 
since March currently sheltered in the Debaga camp, reception centre and Stadium 
transit site.  

▪ IDPs in Debaga are not allowed to leave the camp on sponsorship without 

documents. UNHCR and protection partners have organized mobile missions with 
the Civil Affairs Offices in Ninewa and Erbil Governorates to Debaga camp to 
regularize the documentation of IDPs. 

▪ UNHCR and partner Intersos, in cooperation with the authorities, have helped 

families obtain the right to visit relatives in a detention facility in Erbil, with Intersos 
providing transportation to the IDPs. 

 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

▪ Debaga 2 camp – UNHCR finalised the site planning for the 100 donums (25 

hectares) recently allocated by the government to accommodate 6,000 IDPs. The 
construction of the 940-plot camp will start promptly and take around 2 months to 
complete. Pending the Governor of Erbil’s approval to allocate nearby land, the site 
could be scaled up to 2,000 plots in case of emergency, in order to accommodate up 
to 12,000 IDPs. 

Operational Context 
▪ After two years under the control of ISIL, the government has announced that it has 

retaken Falluja, although fighting persists to the north and south as the Iraqi 
Security Forces continue their offensive to remove ISIL from nearby areas. The main 
hospital has been destroyed in the fighting and is no longer providing any services.  

▪ The threat of explosive hazards persists in areas the Iraqi Security Forces have 

secured, which poses a particular risk for returnee. In a recent incident on 23 June, 
a returnee in Ramadi was killed when an explosive remnant of war detonated. 

▪ The level of destruction in Falluja and other areas that the government has retaken 

is extensive, and will make safe and sustainable return difficult in the short term. 
 

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Authorities have continued to conduct security screening of men and boy fleeing 
the conflict, and are releasing between 400 and 600 persons a day from detention 
after they have been screened. The authorities released some 430 persons on 25 
June, and are holding around 6,100 persons to screen. Some persons have been 
detained up to 9 days awaiting their screening. Authorities have arrested some 
1,600 persons under the anti-terrorism legislation and have formally arrested 
further suspects of offences under the Iraqi Penal Code. 

▪ Detention conditions remain harsh, and detainees are reported to be without 

enough food or water or sufficient WASH facilities. Detainees are reportedly being 
held in overcrowded warehouses and tents, where the heat is unbearable and 
some detainees have fainted due to dehydration and lack of medication.    

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

▪ UNHCR has begun installation of 6 new Rubb Halls to provide temporary 

accommodations (2 each in Amiriyat al Falluja, Habbaniya Tourist City and, Al 
Khalidiya).  

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 
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UNHCR installed  3 generators in Amiriyat al Falluja on 25 June 

to improve living conditions for the IDPs.  © UNHCR 


