
24 June 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
 

▪ The number of Iraqis crossing into Syria to the west of Mosul in search 

of safety has been increasing daily. Since April some 8,077 Iraqi refugees 
from in and around Mosul have crossed the border; 6,027 of whom 
have registered in Al Hol camp.  

ANBAR CORRIDOR 
 

▪ The exodus from Falluja city has begun to taper, although there are 

reports that there may still be hundreds of families in the remaining 
pockets of the city that Iraqi Security Forces are working to secure. 

 

▪ There has also been shelling in the Khalidiya Island area, the river 

peninsula between Ramadi and Falluja along the north bank of the 
Euphrates River. Reportedly, about 1,000 families are residing in this 
area and only a few families have been able to flee due to the 
bombardment. More displacement is expected as the military offensive 
moves into this area.     

 

▪ Throughout the emergency, many of the IDPs who fled Falluja have 

moved several times between various overcrowded transit locations 
looking for space and shelter. UNHCR has continued to prepare further 
sites and erect tents in Al Khalidiya and Habbaniya Tourist City to 
accommodate the new arrivals.  

 

▪ U UNHCR erected 150 tents in Habbaniya Tourist City on 23 June, which 

IDPs promptly occupied, and the installation of a second Rubb Hall in Al 
Khalidiya camp and two more in Amiriyat al Falluja to provide 
temporary accommodation to a large number of families arriving into 
the camps. Since 23 May, UNHCR has installed 8 Rubb Halls and 
provided 1,533 tents to shelter over 9,500 new arrivals. 

 

▪ UNHCR distributed 500 kits of core relief items (CRIs) such as blankets, 

mattresses and jerry cans on 23 June to new arrivals in Amiriyat al 
Falluja and Habbaniya Tourist City. Since 23 May, UNHCR has distributed 
nearly 8,500 CRI kits to persons displaced by the conflict in Falluja.   

KEY FIGURES 
85,374 individuals* 

displaced from Falluja and 
surrounding areas 

 

23,559 individuals** 
displaced from Mosul and 

surrounding areas 
 

3.3 million IDPs* in Iraq 

since January 2014  
 

229,564 Iraqi refugees*** 
in the region 

 
 

Funding 
UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million for IDPs 

and Iraqi refugees in the region 

is only 21% funded 

* IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix 

** Reception in Debaga and Garmawa camps (in Iraq), 

and border monitoring (in Syria) 

*** Iraqis registered with UNHCR in Egypt, GCC, Iran, 

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey as of 31 May 2016 



A
N

B
A

R
 C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

   
   

   
 . 

   
   

 

Operational Context 
▪ Fighting south-east of Mosul, primarily in Makhmur district, continues to cause fresh 

displacement to Debaga. An assault on Mosul could displace over 600,000 people.  

▪ UNHCR is currently advocating with local authorities to find additional land and facilities 

to accommodate up to 10,000 new arrivals in Makhmur district. Currently, 10,278 new 
IDPs are accommodated in Debaga (2,461 in the camp, 5,562 in the reception centre, 
and 2,255 in the Stadium), which is double its original capacity. 

▪ No new arrivals have been registered in Garmawa camp since 1 June when 347 

individuals asked to be relocated to the camp from Kafrij village (Wana sub-district in 
Ninewa Governorate) for security reasons. The camp population is now 6,130 
individuals; over 1,000 of them are new arrival since March.  

 

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Cross border movement — Some 726 Iraqi refugees have travelled to Syrian side of the 

Rabi’a border crossing with the intention to cross back into Iraq. Out of them, 110 Iraqis 
have been stranded for a week at the border in the custody of the authorities pending 
approval to pass.  

▪ Between 16 and 20 June, the Kurdish Regional Government allowed 127 Iraqis to cross 

back into Iraq reportedly through sponsorship; the returnees were transferred to Kirkuk.  
 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

▪ Debaga – The camp management began moving 73 families from the Debaga camp  

reception centre to the new extension of the Stadium site, where UNHCR has pitched 
100 tents and is planning to pitch another 320. The criterion for selection was based on 
the order they had arrived in, although some exceptions were made based on 
vulnerability. Some of the 
families had been waiting 
in the reception centre for 
about 25 days for their 
own accommodation.  

Operational Context 
▪ After two years under the control of ISIL, the government launched a military offensive 

on 23 May to retake the city of Falluja. As fighting continues in western 
neighbourhoods, the Iraqi forces have stated they are in control of 90 per cent of the 
city and that it may take a few days before Falluja is clear of enemy fighters.  

▪ The Iraqi Security Forces have reportedly secured and cleared of explosive hazards the 

road between Amiriyat al Falluja and Habbaniya (south/north) and from Ramadi to 
Baghdad (west/east).  The Iraqi Security Forces are clearing explosive hazards from the 
areas they have secured.  

▪ The level of destruction to the city is extensive. The main hospital in Falluja has 

reportedly been destroyed in the fighting and is no longer providing any services.  
 

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Authorities have reported that they have released from detention 15,000 men and boys 

who fled from Falluja and surrounding areas after they had completed security 
screening. The authorities have so far formally arrested and charged 1,100 persons, and 
are still conducting screening of scores more.  

▪ UNHCR and protection partners are concerned over reports of deteriorating conditions 

in the detention centres because of overcrowding, lack of sufficient drinking water and 
inadequate WASH facilities.  

▪ Over the last two days, 46 IDPs in Al Khalidiya camp were admitted to Al Khaldeya 

General Hospital after being stung by scorpions. The prevalence of scorpions in the 
camps is a concern and likely to pose ongoing health risks to the residents. 

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 

www.unhcr.org 
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IDPs move to the new extension of the 

stadium transit site on 23 June. © BCF/

Erecting tents in Habbaniya Tourist City on 23 June for new 

arrivals from Falluja. © UNHCR 


