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Turkey | Syria: Flash Update 
Developments in Lattakia 
(as of 30 January 2016) 

 

Highlights 
 Approximately 12,733 people have been displaced in Lattakia since mid-November. 

 Since 24 January, approximately 1,200 of these people have fled from Yamadiya towards Jisr al-Shagour 
and Kharbat al-Joz in Idleb governorate while hundreds of people crossing into Turkey on a daily basis.  

 Amidst intensified fighting, protection of civilians remains the major concern and NGO partners are 
suspending humanitarian activities including operation of hospitals. 
 
The map below illustrates the Government of Syria (GoS) and allied forces offensives and IDP flight routes as of 
27 January: 

 

Intense Fighting Prompts Displacement in Northern Lattakia 
Throughout the months of December 2015 and January 2016 Government of Syria (GoS) and allied forces 
undertook a sustained and intense aerial campaign, combined with military ground offensives, against non-state 
armed groups (NSAGs) in and around villages and towns in Jabal Turkman and Jabal Akrad in Lattakia 
governorate. Approximately 300 air raids were conducted over the same period. In January, GoS forces took 
control of several towns around the M4 highway, including Salma and Rabia towns.  

 
As a consequence of the escalation in fighting, at least 12,733 civilians have been displaced from towns along the 
M4 highway towards camps and towns adjacent to the Turkish border including Kharbet al-Joz and Jisr al-Shagour. 
Many households fled through cold January weather to reach safe and secure areas. Many IDPs have established 
makeshift shelters around Yamadiya border crossing. Hundreds of people are crossing into Turkey with numbers 
averaging 250 per day as of 29 and 30 January.. 
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After GoS and allied forces took control of Rabia town on 24 January, at least 1,200 people (200 households) fled 
Yamadia in search of safety and shelter. Most IDPs moved towards Ain al-Bayda, Jisr al-Shaugour, Kharbet al-Joz 
and Hambusyiha towns. As of 28 January, approximately 500 people are reported to have gathered near the 
Yamadia border crossing. Two hospitals in Salma and Rabia suspended operations as a result of fighting in 
December and January. Local sources expect that if GoS and allied forces advance towards Kensaba town and 
along the Turkish border, more civilians are likely to be displaced to Idleb and to crossing points along the Turkish 
border. 
 
There are protection concerns for many of the communities living in northern Lattakia due to their close proximity to 
the ongoing hostilities, especially for those who have remained in Obein town and the Marj al Zawiyeh area. The 
majority of GoS and allied forces-led airstrikes have impacted on rural towns that had been relatively safe, which is 
why people from these communities are now being displaced in large numbers.   
 
A small number of humanitarian organizations operate in Yamadia and Rabia and some suspended their activities 
in Rabia earlier in the month due to the escalation in fighting. While some organizations continue their operations in 
Yamadia, others report they are considering relocation of their humanitarian programmes and facilities. One NGO 
partner reported that it suspended activities in two hospitals one in Yamadia and one in Obein while other partners 
announced that further suspensions are being considered due to ongoing shelling. One NGO will offer medical 
services in a new field hospital in Kharbat al-Joz along the Turkish border.  

Needs Are Mostly Covered but Gaps Remain in Provision of Food and Non-Food Items   
According to reports received, most IDPs need shelter and blankets, though verifying information from the field is 
currently difficult due to the volatile situation. Humanitarian partners have confirmed, however, that IDP camps in 
Jisr al-Shagour and Kharbat al-Joz have overall been well-served due to the presence of humanitarian 
organizations already serving the IDP camp clusters in the vicinity. Some partners suggest that around 1,200 
people need ready-to eat-meals as they move to nearby areas but the Turkey-based Food Security and Livelihoods 
cluster could not confirm this information. 
 
The Camp Coordination and Camp Management cluster reports that 3,000 non-food items (NFI) kits and 3,000 
tents are available in the hub contingency stock as of 26 January. The NFI kits contain four blankets, two 20l jerry 
cans, one plastic sheet/tarpaulin, one floor mat, one solar light and one kitchen set. The winterized tents are 16 m2 
large. The 3,000 tents and NFI kits will be sufficient to serve approximately 18,000 people.  

 
Information on Humanitarian Needs and Response Is Limited  
Because of the intensity of the ongoing fighting in parts of northwestern Syria, information on humanitarian needs 
and response is limited and will be compiled over the next period. Partners working in the areas affected have been 
asked to report through their respective clusters and share information on needs assessments and response.1  
 

 

                                                      
1 Partners are invited to use the Rapid Assessment Tool developed by the intercluster coordination group: 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima/document/rapid-assessment-tool-questionnaires-enar 

For further information, please contact:  

Barbara Shenstone, OCHA Turkey Head of Office,  shenstone@un.org,  Tel: +90 342 211 8617 
Ali Gokpinar,  Humanitarian Affairs Officer, gokpinar@un.org,  Tel: +90 342 211 8617 
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