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CENTRAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND ALLOCATES US$5 MILLION 

FOR FLOOD RESPONSE IN DPR KOREA  

 

(Pyongyang, 6 October 2016): Following severe floods in DPR Korea, hundreds of thousands of 

people who lost their homes, food stocks and personal belongings are still in need of immediate 

life-saving assistance. To assist those who have been affected, the UN Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF) has allocated US$ 5 million to support the humanitarian response in North 

Hamgyong Province.  

 

“The floods had a devastating impact on entire communities,” said United Nations Resident 

Coordinator in the DPR Korea, Mr. Tapan Mishra. “Assessments have shown that in some places 

whole stretches of villages and towns were swept away by flash floods and in others buildings are 

still submerged in mud up to their roofs. At the same time, destruction to water and sanitation 

systems present a real public health risk, a situation that will only get worse by the day, unless 

addressed urgently.” 

 

The CERF funding will allow UN agencies to scale up their responses, particularly in the three 

most severely impacted counties, Musan, Yonsa and Hoeryong City. Agencies will use the 

funding to support farmers who have lost their crops, provide additional nutritious food and 

essential medicines, and urgently help improve the quality and quantity of water and water supply 

to reduce the risk of waterborne diseases.  

 

“The CERF funds will help us to reach those who are the most vulnerable, particularly young 

children, and pregnant and breastfeeding women,” said Mr Mishra. “While efforts are already 

being made to provide people with shelter before winter sets in, the needs are great and the CERF 

grant will allow UN agencies to help more people in the most affected areas.” 

 

The Humanitarian Country Team in DPRK is requesting $29 million to address the needs caused 

by the floods. In addition, DPRK faces chronic humanitarian needs which are critically 

underfunded, with only 24 per cent of funding requested for 2016 received so far. The CERF 

allocated $8 million earlier this year to support for severely underfunded operations in DPRK.  
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