
Hotspot activities were observed mainly in Riau 
and Jambi provinces of Sumatra since early-July. 
Around end-July, a return of drier weather 
conditions saw an increase in burning activities, 
and smoke plumes. Most of the fires were 
short-lived. In Kalimantan, by mid-July, dry 
weather conditions emerged and contributed to 
an increase of hotspot activities in parts of 
Kalimantan. 

A period of extended drier weather contributed to 
an escalation of hotspot activities. Ground observa-
tions in Pekan Baru, Jambi and Rengat reported 
visibility of less than 1 km on several days. In 
Kalimantan, it was dry with few occurrences of 
rainfall activities throughout August. The increased 
hotspot activities in Kalimantan led to an accumula-
tion of moderate to dense smoke haze especially 
over western and central Kalimantan.

In September, moderate to dense smoke haze 
blanketed most parts of the central and southern 
Sumatra, and West and Central Kalimantan. On 
most days, the air quality readings in many parts 
of Sumatra including Jambi were in the hazardous 
range. Visibility was reduced to less than 1 km on 
most days in Jambi, Pekan Baru and Rengat in 
Sumatra and in Pontianiak as the haze situation 
worsened.

The fires in South Sumatra and central Kalimantan 
continued to burn in October, emitting dense 
smoke haze and reducing visibility to below 1km 
on many days. In addition, very Unhealthy/hazard-
ous air quality readings were reproted in Sumatra 
and Kalimantan on most days. From 27 October 
rainfall over the areas where the fires were raging 
brought an improvement to the haze situation in 
both Sumatra and Kalimantan. 

Starting in July 2015, fires have burnt a total of 2,089,911 hectares of land; 80 per cent in Sumatra and Kalimantan islands. As reported by 
BNPB on 6 November, 556,945 people su�er from acute respiratory infections and more than 43 million people have been a�ected by 
the haze. Rains since the last week of October have significantly improved the situation; however, thin haze remained in Ogan Ilir district of 
South Sumatra and Kerinci district of Jambi until mid November. Since November, numbers of detected hotspot were insignificant.
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INDONESIA: HAZE AND FOREST FIRE
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