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This report is produced by OCHA Yemen in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 6 -16 February 2014. 

Highlights 
 

 Reduced displacement in Amran Governorate 
following a truce on 4 February, but unclear if 
displaced people have returned home or moved 
to other areas.  

 Displaced people in Amran hosted in a large 
number of locations, many in remote areas out 
of reach of humanitarian actors. 

 In Amran city, 3,642 newly displaced people 
have been verified for assistance by 
humanitarian partners. Over 7,400 people 
already assisted. 

 The situation report has been expanded to 
cover Al Dhale’e Governorate because of 
increased displacement resulting from 
continuing conflict.  

 Access to Al Dhale’e is limited.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

453,000 
Total population in 

conflict-affected areas 
of Amran* 

 60,000 –
70,000 

Estimated number of 
people displaced in Amran 

Governorate** 

 
218,000 

Total population in conflict-
affected areas of Al 

Dhale’e*** 

 
3,150 

Estimated number of 
displaced people in Al 

Dhale’e Governorate**** 

* Out of a total population of 949,185 in the Governorate. Included districts are: Amran, Raydah, Khamir, Al Ashah, Al Qaflah, Kharif, Huth and Bani Suraim. ** The 
fluidity of the displacement and insecurity in affected areas is hindering verification. The figure includes some 44,000 people displaced prior to 2011. *** Out of a total 
population of 631,975 in the Governorate. Included are areas of conflict:  Sanah and Jalilah villages, and Al Dhale’e city, and host communities:  Jehaf, Al Azareq 
and Qataba districts. ****So far 3,150 people/450 HH had been verified. Source: iMAPP population project 2013, based on data from the Central Statistical Office.  

 

Situation Overview 
Amran Governorate 

The situation in Amran Governorate remained relatively stable but insecure following the signing of a truce between 
the Al Houthi and local tribesmen on 4 February. The number of displaced people has reportedly declined, with 
those having sought refuge in Amran city lower compared to initial estimates. According to the Government’s 
Executive Unit for IDPs, 24,102 displaced people were registered in Amran city between 10 November 2013 and 
10 February 2014. With thousands of people on the move, many in remote locations, accurate tracking of 
displacement and providing assistance is a major challenge. At this stage it is not possible to determine whether 
people have returned home, or moved on to other locations, such as the capital, Sana’a. The Executive Unit 
reports that some 10,000 IDPs have arrived in Sana’a. Aid agencies are trying to verify this information and assess 
the need for assistance.   

In Amran city, over 7,400 newly displaced people have been assisted, while another 3,642 people have been 
verified for assistance. The distribution of assistance, including food and non-food items, was stopped several 
times last week due to security concerns. Displaced people are recognized as particularly vulnerable, but host 

Source: OCHA Yemen 
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communities and families are also suffering due to the extra pressure on basic services such as access to water 
and health care. There are significant gaps in terms of the situation and needs of displaced and conflict-affected 
people in a number of areas. Partners have intensified efforts to undertake assessments in the northern Amran 
districts of Haraf Sufyan, Al Qaflah and Al Ashah (areas under control of the Al Houthis). These are areas that were 
the focus of conflict in October to December 2013. An assessment led by Islamic Relief Yemen and national 
partners is ongoing. This was initiated from neighbouring Sa’ada Governorate. Humanitarian partners are preparing 
and advocating for an inter-agency needs assessment to conflict-affected areas in the southern parts of Amran. 
They are particularly concerned for the protection of civilians, especially children, from landmines, UXOs and other 
remnants of war.  

Al Dhale’e Governorate 

In mid-December 2013, the Hirak Taqrer Al-Masir movement (HATM, “Movement of Self-Determination for the 
South”) attacked a military checkpoint at the entrance to Al Dhale’e city in Al Dhale’e Governorate. This incident 
sparked conflict between the movement and Government forces. Fighting has since intensified. Unconfirmed 
reports have emerged of indiscriminate shelling in Al Dhale’e city, including shelling of civilian infrastructure such as 
health, education and water facilities. These attacks have reportedly led to civilian deaths, including women and 
children. The number of people killed is unknown. The violence is continuing. Government offices, schools, banks 
and many other businesses are closed.  

Since January, an estimated 3,150 people have been displaced by the conflict within Al Dhale’e. The majority have 
sought shelter in Jehaf, Al Azreq and Qataba districts and within Al Dhale’e city. Some people have reportedly 
crossed into the neighbouring governorates of Aden, Lahj, Taizz and Ibb. Most displaced people in Al Dhale’e have 
come from Al Dhale’e city and surrounding villages of Sanah and Jalilah. Humanitarian partners are planning a 
multi-sector response and are ready to undertake a needs assessment when access becomes possible. Like in 
Amran, humanitarian partners are concerned over lack of access to affected people as well as the lack of access to 
basics services, food and protection. 

The Humanitarian Country Team members have been trying to access Al Dhale’e both from the north and south to 
conduct an assessment of humanitarian needs. But access has not been granted due to security concerns.    

Funding 
Humanitarian agencies have the capacity to respond to the immediate needs of the people affected by the recent 
conflict. Additional funding requirements will be addressed through the ERF as needs arise.   

Humanitarian Response 
Insecurity and lack of acceptance by warring parties prevent aid workers from reaching conflict-affected areas, and 
remote areas of displacement assessing needs outside the major cities of Al Dhale and Amran.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Ensure learning opportunities for conflict-affected children.  

 Rehabilitation of schools destroyed by recent fighting.  

 (Rapid) assessments of education facilities in conflict-affected areas and communities hosting IDPs to assess 
capacities and need for support in both Amran and in Al Dhale.  

 Temporary learning place for 1,430 children who lost access to education when their school in Sanah (Al 
Dhale’e) was destroyed in a recent attack.  

 Rehabilitation of latrines - separate for boys and girls – and reconstruction of water points, and temporary water-
trucking for schools in Al Dhale. 

Response: 

 UNICEF aims to provide 12 tents, 12 whiteboards, floor mats and other education material to accommodate 
student from four different villages (1,430 children) around Sanah in Al Dhale’e Governorate. UNICEF also aims 
to construct emergency latrines for boys and girls, and construct a safe water point.  Basic education supplies 
such as books and pencils will be distributed. 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 In Amran, displaced children reportedly have no access to education in areas of displacement.  
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 Shortage of partners to implement education activities in Al Dhale’e Governorate.  

 Limited capacity and resources within the Ministry of Education to provide emergency assistance to affected 
learners.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Resumption of food distribution to IDPs in Amran city. The distribution was stopped earlier in the week due to 
insecurity.  

 Broaden and step-up registration and verification of IDPs from conflict-affected areas to ensure timely support. 
Prevent vulnerable households from depleting their resources (selling commodities) and consequently 
increasing their vulnerability.  

 Some 2,700 people recently displaced within Al Dhale’e are reportedly in need of urgent food support.  

Response: 

 WFP and implementing partners are providing one-off food assistance to newly displaced, and verified, people 
in Amran. Last week some 4,550 newly displaced people (660 households) received assistance.   

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Insecurity hinders food distribution outside Amran city, forcing displaced people to travel to Amran to collect 
their rations. Distance to distribution points is of concern particularly for vulnerable households, such as those 
headed by women, elderly or young adults.  

 The start-up of a school feeding programme targeting 32 schools in Al Dhale’e is delayed due to recent conflict 
and limited capacity within the Ministry of Education.  
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Re-establish health services in conflict affected areas. 20-30 per cent of the health facilities in Amran 
Governorate are closed or delivering inadequate services.  

 Delivery of life-saving drugs to health facilities in conflict-affected areas – in particular in areas hosting 
significant numbers of IDPs.  

 Establishment of Intensive Care Unit at the hospital in Al Dhale’e to better provide for conflict-affected patients.  

Response: 

 WHO has provided a Trauma Kit to Al Dhale’e hospital that can assist 100 patients requiring trauma surgical 
care.  

 Health partners have delivered medical supplies to conflict-affected areas in Amran; more supplies are due to 
be delivered.  

 MSF-France continued their support to the hospital in Khamir and health clinic in Huth, Amran, while MSF-
Holland supports to the casualty department at Al-Naser hospital and primary health care to Al-Azariq district in 
Al Dhale’e Governorate.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Lack of information on health needs in many areas of recent or ongoing conflict. There is also a concern that 
some health workers may be displaced.  

 Insecurity hindering or delaying the delivery of life-saving drugs in conflict-affected areas (as in Al-Qaflah and 
Al-Asha) of Amran.  

 Lack of a referral system for critical patients in Al Dhale’e.  

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 Reopening of Outpatients Therapeutic Care Programme (OTP) in Al Dhale’e district serving some 4,500 
pregnant women and 20,757 children under 5. The facilities were closed on 20 December 2013 due to the 
conflict.  
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Response: 

UNICEF is supporting 29 health facilities in Amran Governorate with nutrition supplies and 32 OTPs in Al 
Dhale’e Governorate (two are reported closed due to the conflict).  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Lack of information on access to adequate food and treatment of malnutrition for displaced people is of concern. 
In conflict, the cluster expects that malnourished cases (MAM/SAM) appear after one month, for both 
governorates displacement has taken place for a longer period.  

 Lack of programmes to address Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in Al Dhale’e.  

 Shortage of partners providing nutrition interventions. 

 Insecurity hindering monitoring of existing services.  
 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Access to displaced populations in conflict-affected areas in Amran and in Al Dhale’e.  

 Increase and strengthen protection monitoring networks in conflict-affected areas.  

 Urgent need to increase the number of people assisted through the ‘one-off’ assistance project, both for food 
and to rent shelter/house in Amran city. In particular for extremely vulnerable people as women, children and 
elderly.  

Response: 

 Verification to establish needs and secure support for IDPs in Amran is ongoing. UNHCR is referring people 
who need food assistance to WFP, and to UNICEF those with hygiene-related needs.  

 Child protection partners are implementing mine risk education activities in six districts in Amran (Bani Suraim, 
Huth, Harf Sufyan, Al Asha, Al Qaflah, Habour Thulayma), reaching 13,694 people (791 IDPs, 12,933 host 
communities). 

 Efforts are underway by UNHCR to strengthen Community Based Protection networks among displaced 
communities in Amran. The Protection Cluster is planning to establish the same mechanisms in Al Dhale.  

 To address the rising needs of children affected by conflict in Amran governorate, the Child Protection Sub-
Cluster has developed an Emergency Response Fund proposal for Child Friendly Spaces and Mine Risk 
Education.  

 UNFPA and UNHCR are discussing how to strengthen GBV response. The agencies plan to organise a joint 
training on GBV monitoring/reporting for national NGOs.  

 The INGO Danish Refugee Council (DRC) along with national partners are about to start protection monitoring 
activities in Al Dhale’e from this coming week.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Protection actors are facing constraints in accessing key areas both in Amran and in Al Dhale’e. 

 Challenging to identify and register IDPs in large town settings. Settlement patterns with host communities 
slowing down registration processes.  

 In Amran, men are reported to be returning back to their home areas to protect assets and livelihoods, leaving 
vulnerable women and children displaced.  

 Inconsistent figures on displaced people among humanitarian actors – government units and humanitarian 
partners. Added to this, the affected population may have been displaced a second and a third time within the 
governorate, causing challenges for the verification process.  
 

Shelter and Non-food items 

People in the conflict-affected areas, both in Amran and in Al Dhale’e, are reported to mainly be staying with host 
communities. Though many vulnerable displaced people in Amran are reported in need of assistance to pay house 
rent, other shelter supporting activities are not seen feasible at this stage. The situation may change when access 
to displaced people in remote locations opens up. Large scale destruction of houses has been reported.  

Response: 

 UNHCR has provided blankets, cooking sets, sleeping mats, buckets, mattresses and plastic-sheeting to some 
1,058 displaced people in Amran city. Yemen Red Crescent, a partner of UNHCR, are about to distribute the 
same items to another 3,255 conflict-affected people.  
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Background on the crisis in Amran 
An estimated 20, 0000 – 30,000 people have been displaced by conflict within Amran Governorate since October 2013. More than 20,000 
people have reportedly reached Amran city, while thousands have sought shelter in other parts of the governorate. On 30 January, new 
rounds of clashes between the Hashid Tribes and Al-Houthis took place, causing a new wave of displacement. The renewed fighting led to 
secondary displacement of a large number of people. Dozens of people have been reported killed and others injured. On 3 February, a 
mediation team led by the Governor of Sana’a facilitated a truce between the fighting parties. Displacement of people within Amran 
Governorate has occurred several times over the last 10 years. While some people have returned to their areas of origin, many remain 
displaced and dependent on humanitarian assistance. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Distribution of chlorine tablets to households in Al Dhale’e. In many parts of the governorate the population 
depends fully on water-trucking for accessing water (concern for contaminating of water).  

 Secure stable and safe water for the hospital in Al Dhale’e.  

Response: 

 UNICEF is aiming at trucking water to the hospital in Al Dhale’e city (overall capacity of 120 beds) and for 38 
schools (27,936 boys and girls).  

 UNICEF plan to support training of Local Water and Sanitation Cooperation’s (LWSCA) in chlorination in Al 
Dhale’e and Al Hossen Districts (Al Dhale’e Governorate), addressing the need for safe access to water for 
some 145,636 people.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Lack of access and shortage of partners limits availability of data on needs and gaps among conflict-affected 
populations, and in conflict-affected areas.  

 

Logistics 

Response: 

Logistics Cluster continuously providing six flights per month between Sana’a – Sa’ada. Due to the poor roads and 
insecurity, carjacking, kidnappings, tribal conflict, landmines, and unexploded ordnance, air passenger service is 
currently the safest option for the movement of humanitarian actors from Sana’a to Sa’ada (hub for supporting 
response to conflict-affected people in northern Amran Governorate). The logistics Cluster also transports light 
cargo on behalf of humanitarian agencies from Sana’a to Sa’ada. 

General Coordination 
Amran Governorate 

Coordination of the ongoing humanitarian operation in Amran is supported by the OCHA sub-office in Sa’ada as 
well as the country office in Sana’a in close cooperation with cluster-lead agencies. To strengthen coordination 
both for assessing and responding to needs, cluster lead agencies (UNHCR, WFP) and OCHA have bolstered their 
presence in Amran city. Agencies and partners are closely monitoring the situation and will continue to coordinate 
the verification of needs, numbers of affected people and response efforts.  

Al Dhale’e Governorate 

Coordination of the ongoing operation is supported by the sub-offices of OCHA and cluster-lead agencies 
(UNICEF, UNHCR, WHO and WFP) in Aden. Agencies and partners are closely monitoring the situation and will 
continue to coordinate the verification of needs, numbers of affected people and response efforts. 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Trond Jensen, Head of OCHA Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel: +967 712 222 207 

Ms. Jayne Mbakaya, Deputy Head of OCHA Yemen, mbakaya@un.org, +967 712 222 842 

Ms. Inger-Johanne Tjoflaat, Head of Coordination Unit, Inger-Johanne Tjoflaat@un.org, Tel: +967 712 222 836 

An Arabic version of this report will be available in the coming days at: http://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
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