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        Iraq                Linda Lavender       linda.lavender@cimicweb.org 

 

Initial results of the 20 April provincial elections show Iraqi Prime Minister Nour al Maliki’s State of 

Law coalition leading in eight of the twelve provinces holding elections, reports Reuters. With 87 per 

cent of the ballots tabulated, the coalition’s strong showing consolidates Maliki’s position ahead of 

2014 parliamentary elections. 

 

Prime Minister Maliki appeared to blame the Syrian civil war for Iraq’s growing sectarian violence, 

according to Al Jazeera. Maliki stated, “[s]trife is knocking on the doors of everyone, and no one will 

survive if it enters, because there is a wind behind it, and money, and plans”. Iraq’s most recent wave 

of violence began on 23 April when government security forces moved against anti-government 

protesters, primarily Sunni, in the town of Hawijad sparking 

clashes that left 53 people dead, according to Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). Following five days of bloody 

violence in Iraq, Australian Associated Press (AAP) reports 

more than 215 people killed in sectarian attacks. UN Special 

Envoy to Iraq Martin Kobler urged political, tribal and religious 

leaders “not to let anger win over peace”, warning that the 

country was “at a crossroads”, reports BBC. In an effort to quell 

violence in the country, Iraqi authorities suspended the licenses 

of ten television satellite stations on 28 April. Iraqi authorities 

accused the stations of inciting sectarian violence, according to 

BBC. Iraq’s Communications and Media Commission stated that 

stations such as pro-Sunni Al Jazeera encouraged revenge 

against security forces after the raiding of a Sunni protest camp 

on 22 April that sparked country-wide violence.  

This document provides complex coverage of global events from 23 – 29 April 2013 with hyper-
links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on 
the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in the region, contact the members of the 
Complex Coverage Team or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 

Newly Released CFC Report 

The Re-Awakening of Anbar 
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Meanwhile, as fighting raged in the northern city of Fallujah and villages surrounding Baquba there were signs that Maliki’s military 

was “fracturing along sectarian lines”, reports New York Times (NYT). An influential Sunni cleric, Sheik Abdul Malik al-Saadi, has 

urged members of Iraq’s security forces to abandon their posts and join the opposition. The Iraqi army is already facing Sunni attrition 

within its ranks. Also, AAP reports that Sunni Minister of Education Mohammed Ali Tamimand Minister of Science and Technology 

Abdulkarim al Samarraie resigned from their Cabinet posts after the 22 April incident.  

 

A number of other security-related events were reported this past week. A group of unidentified gunmen seized the government 

offices of the Sunni town Sulaiman Bek on 25 April, according to Middle East Online. Soon after, Iraqi forces used helicopter 

gunships to fire at militants hiding in the village which was eventually retaken on 26 April, reports NYT. On 26 April, three Sunni 

mosque bombings in Baghdad and an additional bombing north of the country’s capital left four dead and fifty wounded, reports AAP. 

In Sunni-majority Anbar province, militants shot and killed five Iraqi soldiers on 27 April, reports Reuters. As a result, a curfew was 

imposed throughout Anbar province, according to RFE/RL. On the same day, Reuters reports that Sunni tribes from Anbar province 

announced the formation of the Army of Pride and Dignity, “meant to protect Anbar province”, according to Sheikh Saeed Al Lafi. 

Also, Kurdish security forces deployed beyond the formal boundary of their autonomous region on 27 April, a move they said was to 

protect civilians in the oil-rich territory over which both the Kurds and Baghdad claim jurisdiction, according to Reuters. On 29 April, 

five car bombs struck predominately Shi’ite cities and districts across Iraq, killing 36 people and wounding scores more, reports 

Associated Press (AP). 

 

Murat Karayilan, military head of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK
1
) told Voice of America (VOA) that an estimated 2,000 PKK 

fighters would commence their withdrawal from Turkey in early May 2013 and expect completion within several months. The 

announcement is the first major step forward in the peace process between the Turkish government and PKK rebels. Additionally, 

PKK members will receive political training in the Kandil Mountains of northern Iraq, according to UPI. After training is completed, 

the PKK will launch a democratisation campaign in Iraq. 

 

In economic news, Russian oil company Lukoil expects to produce 150,000 crude barrels per day from the West Qurna-2 field by 

January 2014, reports UPI. The West Qurna complex is near the Iraqi port city of Basra and is estimated to contain as many as 14 

billion barrels of crude.  

 

Iraq’s educational system, once considered advanced, is now playing “catch-up” with neighbouring Middle Eastern countries, reports 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). The system’s downfall began in the 1980s during the Iran-Iraq War and continued 

through the Gulf War of 1991. International sanctions imposed as a result of the Gulf War created a vicious cycle of lower teacher 

salaries, higher teacher turnover, fewer qualified teachers, less professional development, neglected infrastructure and reduced access 

to intellectual resources. Additionally, de-Ba’athification policies contributed to the educational decline by ousting professors from 

universities. 

 
 

Mali                             Nekia Lane          nekia.lane@cimicweb.org 

 

The UN Security Council (UNSC) unanimously approved a resolution establishing the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 

Stabilisation Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) on 25 April, reports BBC. According to the resolution, the stabilisation mission will 

assume the functions of the African-Led International Support Mission to Mali (AFISMA) by 01 July 2013. UN Member States with 

adequate capacities will contribute troops and police to the 12,600-member peacekeeping force. The mission is the third largest UN 

force, after those in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Darfur. The resolution outlines seven terms of the UN mandate, tasking 

MINUSMA “to use all necessary means, in support of the transitional authorities of Mali, to stabilize key population centres, 

especially in the north, deter threats and take active steps to prevent the return of armed elements to those areas. It would support 

Mali’s transitional authorities to extend and re-establish State administration throughout the country, and support both national and 

international efforts towards rebuilding the Malian security sector.” Moreover, the resolution stresses the lead role France will play in 

the implementation of the mission, stating French troops are “authorized to use all necessary means to intervene in support of 

MINUSMA when under ‘imminent and serious threat’ and upon the request of the Secretary-General, with the Council deciding to 

review that role within six months of its commencement.” The UNSC re-iterated the importance of civilian and UN personnel’s safety 

and human rights, and condemned armed rebel groups while urging transitional authorities to ensure inclusive and transparent 

elections “as soon as technically possible”. UN officials have said the mission will cost up to USD 800 million a year, reports Reuters.  

                                                           
1 The Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) is considered a terrorist organisation by Turkey, the United States, the European Union and NATO. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/26/world/middleeast/iraqi-premier-urges-calm-but-vows-to-continue-military-strikes.html?_r=0
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1759234/Two-Iraq-ministers-quit-after-deadly-clash
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=58354
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=58354
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/26/world/middleeast/iraqi-premier-urges-calm-but-vows-to-continue-military-strikes.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/26/world/middleeast/iraqi-premier-urges-calm-but-vows-to-continue-military-strikes.html?_r=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/27/us-iraq-violence-idUSBRE93Q08120130427?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.rferl.org/content/iraq-anbar-curfew/24970589.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/iraq-anbar-curfew/24970589.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/27/us-iraq-violence-idUSBRE93Q08120130427
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/middle-east/Five-car-bombs-kill-36-in-Shia-areas-across-Iraq/articleshow/19785099.cms
http://www.voanews.com/content/pkk-sets-date-for-withdrawal-from-turkey/1649060.html
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/04/25/PKK-to-get-political-training-after-withdrawal/UPI-31091366905213/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Resources/2013/04/24/Lukoil-shoots-for-140000-bpd-from-Iraq/UPI-72941366799574/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97928/Schools-try-to-play-catch-up
mailto:nekia.lane@cimicweb.org
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-22296705
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/sc10987.doc.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/25/us-mali-crisis-un-idUSBRE93O0R420130425
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Oxfam International, an international humanitarian organisation, issued a press 

release on 25 April calling attention to the humanitarian crisis and extreme food 

insecurity spiralling out of control in Northern Mali. The communique warns 

that northern Mali could descend to emergency levels of food insecurity within 

two months, affecting almost two thirds of the population in Gao, Timbuktu and 

Kidal. Currently, these regions are at crisis levels, with some areas of Kidal 

already at emergency levels. According to market surveys carried out by four 

international aid agencies, prices of staple foods have risen significantly since 

January 2013, increasing 30 per cent in the Timbuktu region, 25 per cent in 

Kidal, and up to 35 per cent in Gao. Oxfam Country Director Philippe Conraud 

has cautioned, “While international attention is focused on the UN 

peacekeeping mission, we risk losing sight on the current alarming 

humanitarian situation. It is vital that we act before we reach a point of no 

return about the food situation”.   

 

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced it held a training session on humanitarian 

law and human rights for 600 Malian soldiers at Koulikoro military base in southern Mali on 27 April. The event was the first of six 

scheduled classes sponsored by UNHCR, EU, and UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and other 

international organisations. The sessions were mandated by a UN Security Council resolution from December 2012, following 

accusations by international human rights organisations and the UN that the Malian army committed human rights violations against 

suspected rebel supporters.   

 

A French soldier was killed and two others injured after their vehicle hit a roadside bomb in northern Mali on 29 April, reports France 

24. The deceased is the sixth French casualty since the military intervention began in January. The attack occurred following a 26 

April visit to northern Mali from French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, where he reaffirmed France’s maintenance of 1,000 

troops in Mali in addition to the 12,000 UN peacekeepers scheduled to arrive throughout 2013, according to the Washington Post. 

While in Mali, the minister visited the conflict ridden city of Gao where he spoke with the press regarding the newly-adopted UN 

resolution for MINUSMA. Le Drian also discussed current Malian Army training initiatives with Mali’s interim president Dioncounda 

Traoré and General Ibrahim Dahrou Dembele.  

 

Mali’s Tuareg separatist rebels rejected French requests for disarmament leading up to the nation’s legislative elections in July, saying 

they would “fight to the death” if forces were to enter regions under its control, reports Reuters. The National Movement for the 

Liberation of Azawad’s (MNLA) vice president and chief negotiator Mahamadou Djeri Maiga announced that the MNLA believes 

France has a duty to facilitate negotiations with Mali’s interim government regarding autonomy in the North, and refused to disarm 

until negotiations occur. Maiga stressed, “It’s a war that is imminent not elections. If France allows the Malian army to attack us in 

Kidal, then we will defend ourselves to the death”. Malian officials seek to regain control over the North, indicating negotiations 

between Tuareg separatists and the government are unlikely.  

 

The European Union Budget Committee approved an additional EUR 12 million to aid the military intervention in Mali. The funds 

will go towards improving existing food and health programmes, currently provided through the Red Cross and the World Food 

Programme, in preparation for the return of displaced Malians. The amount will bring EU aid to Mali in 2012 and 2013 to a total of 

EUR 100 million.   

 

Malian security forces foiled a suspected bomb-plot targeting the capital Bamako a military officer told Reuters. At least eight people 

with alleged connections to the al Qaeda-linked Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (MUJWA) were arrested in Bamako, 

demonstrating that Islamist rebels have activated cells in the southern region, according to security officials.   

 

Syria                        Linda Lavender       linda.lavender@cimicweb.org 

In a recent closed-door meeting with the UN Security Council, UN-Arab League envoy Lakhdar Brahimi called the situation in Syria 

“hopeless” asserting that dialogue was impossible with both sides in the conflict confident of victory, reports The Daily Star. While 

continuing to describe the conflict as a “savage civil war”, Brahimi acknowledged the growing regional dimensions of the conflict, 

which increasingly resembles a proxy war. Brahimi noted that negotiations failed because President Assad’s regime was “not quite 

ready to listen” while the opposition was not able of uniting to form a credible political coalition. On 24 April, Damascus demanded 

Brahimi sever ties with the Arab League, which it accused of involvement in a conspiracy against Syria, according to The Daily Star. 

Syrian officials indicated negotiations would continue only with Brahimi as the UN envoy.  

 

Projected Food Insecurity in Mali - June 2013 

 

Source: Oxfam International, 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2013-04-25/northern-mali-communities-affected-food-crisis
http://www.unhcr.org/517e44599.html
http://www.unhcr.org/517e44599.html
http://www.france24.com/en/20130429-sixth-french-soldier-killed-mali-war-france-islamists
http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2013-04-26/world/38828207_1_kidal-french-and-chadian-forces-m23
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/24/us-mali-reconciliation-idUSBRE93N13P20130424
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130424IPR07600/html/Budgets-Committee-approves-%E2%82%AC70-million-for-Syria-Mali-Sahel-and-Chad
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/29/us-mali-arrests-idUSBRE93S0PX20130429
mailto:linda.lavender@cimicweb.org
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-24/214833-brahimi-tells-security-council-syria-situation-hopeless.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-25/214959-damascus-insists-brahimi-sever-ties-with-arab-league.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2013-04-25/northern-mali-communities-affected-food-crisis
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In other diplomatic news, at the conclusion of talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and NATO allies in Brussels, US 

Secretary of State John Kerry announced that Russia and the United States would work to revive a Syrian peace plan while admitting 

it would be difficult to accomplish, according to Reuters. In addition, Kerry urged NATO “to consider its role in the Syrian crisis, 

including how practically prepared it was to respond to a potential chemical weapons threat”. Commenting on the Syrian crisis, 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen reported the alliance was worried about the risk of spill over violence from Syria 

and indicated that NATO was prepared to defend its member Turkey. 

 

Israel’s claims that Syrian government troops used chemical weapons against rebel forces has stepped up pressure on the US to 

intervene in the civil war, according to UPI. US Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel confirmed the US has evidence of small scale 

chemical weapons use in Syria, reports CNN.  President Obama continues to maintain his stance on non-interference despite 

acknowledgements that Assad has used chemical weapons on two occasions. The President had originally suggested that the use of 

chemical weapons would be equivalent to crossing a “red line” for a US military response, reports AP. Hagel’s disclosure placed the 

US in line with key allies such as Britain, France, Israel and Qatar who have also cited evidence of chemical weapons use. The four 

countries continue to press for a more direct response to the conflict. British Prime Minister David Cameron acknowledged the 

evidence pointing to Syria’s chemical weapons use but at the same time re-iterated his opposition to committing UK troops to Syria, 

reports The Telegraph. On 27 April, Syrian officials denied using chemical weapons in the two-year-old conflict and instead blamed 

Syrian rebels for the alleged 19 March chemical weapons attack, according to AP. On the same day, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

asserted that mere claims of the use of chemical weapons should not become a pretext for foreign intervention in Syria, according to 

RFE/RL. Complicating the issue of intervention, the growing influence of jihadists in Syria leaves US officials with few groups to 

support in the conflict, according to NYT. Elizabeth O’Bagy from the Institute for the Study of War, has interviewed Syrian rebels on 

numerous occasions, asserts her belief that, “My sense is there are no seculars”. 

 

The Assad government expects additional financial aid from its allies Russia and Iran, reports Reuters. In the meantime, the Syrian 

government says it has enough foreign currency reserves to execute its war on Syrian rebels. Syria’s central bank governor Adeeb 

Mayaleh stated that discussions are on-going they are “putting the final touches on the subject of financial aid in a clear way”. 

Mayaleh indicated that Iran had already given Syria a USD one billion credit line, more than half of which had already been 

expended; meanwhile, Russia is printing Syrian banknotes. 

 

European Commission for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response Kristalina Georgieva told the European Community, “The crisis in 

Syria is one of the most dramatic spill over risks that exist today and could have dramatic consequences for the region, and, therefore, 

Europe”, according to UPI. The European Parliament voted this week to provide USD 25.3 million for internally displaced Syrians 

and those seeking refuge in neighbouring countries. The European Union (EU) also eased current economic sanctions that would 

provide oil revenues to Syrian rebels in the energy sector. Meanwhile, the EU’s anti-terror chief Gilles de Kerchove told BBC that 

hundreds of Europeans are now fighting with rebel forces in Syria. Kerchove estimated the number of European fighters at 500, 

mostly from the UK, Ireland and France.   

 

The Daily Star reports continued clashes between Syrian rebels and government troops support by Hezbollah fighters in several Syrian 

border villages. On 24 April, a government military source stated it expected Assad forces to capture the rebel stronghold, Al Qusayr 

within days. Rami Abdel Rahman, director for the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights stated “the [Assad] army is leading the 

campaign on the northern and eastern fronts, and Hezbollah is leading the fight on the southern and western fronts”. There are 

growing concerns that the on-going battle for Al Qusayr will increasingly pull Lebanon into the Syrian conflict, according to Al 

Jazeera. Retaliating against Hezbollah’s participation in the conflict, Syrian rebels continue to fire shells into the Hermel region, a 

Hezbollah stronghold in eastern Lebanon. Additionally, rebels have threatened to “bring the battle into Lebanon” if the Syrian 

government offensive, which they describe as Hezbollah-led, continues.  

 

Meanwhile, on 24 April, BBC reports heavy fighting at Aleppo Minnigh military airbase in rebel efforts to disrupt Assad forces’ 

supply chain. Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported that rebels have laid siege on the strategic airbase for months, but today 

entered the compound and seized tanks and armoured vehicles. After months of relative calm in the central city of Hama, on 25 April 

Syrian forces attacked rebels leaving seven people and dozens others wounded, according to The Daily Star. The same day, Assad 

forces captured Otaiba, a strategically important town for rebels, east of Damascus, breaking a crucial weapons supply route. On 28 

April, a scud missile allegedly struck a northern village in Syria killing four civilians, reports AFP. Also, the Free Syrian Army says 

Israeli air force jets flew over President Bashar Assad’s palace and bombed a chemical weapons site near Damascus, reports UPI. On 

29 April, Syrian Prime Minister Wael al Halki survived a rebel bomb attack on his convoy in Damascus, reports AP. The blast killed 

six people, said the British-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. Meanwhile, Roman Catholic Pope Francis called for the 

release of two Greek Orthodox bishops kidnapped in northern Syria on 22 April, according to AFP. The location of the bishops 

remains unknown. 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/23/us-syria-crisis-kerry-idUSBRE93M18520130423?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/04/24/Israel-ups-pressure-on-United-States-over-Syrian-chem-weapons/UPI-34241366821781/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/04/25/world/meast/syria-civil-war/index.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+rss%2Fcnn_world+%28RSS%3A+World%29&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://www.salon.com/2013/04/26/u_s_not_ready_to_intervene_in_syria_ap/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/david-cameron/10021315/David-Cameron-opposed-to-British-military-intervention-in-Syria.html
http://www.salon.com/2013/04/26/syrian_officials_deny_use_of_chemical_weapons_2_ap/
http://www.rferl.org/content/syria-russia-chemical-weapons/24970417.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/28/world/middleeast/islamist-rebels-gains-in-syria-create-dilemma-for-us.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/24/us-syria-crisis-economy-idUSBRE93N0QA20130424?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2013/04/25/Syria-a-security-risk-to-EU-commissioner-says/UPI-85791366903481/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-22275456
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-24/214835-syria-rebels-army-in-fierce-battle-for-al-qusair.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/middleeast/2013/04/2013424155756695862.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-22279313
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-25/215032-syria-air-strikes-near-damascus-ngo.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-28/215332-missile-fired-on-syria-town-kills-4-civilians-ngo.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2013/04/28/FSA-says-Israeli-jets-hit-chemical-site/UPI-90151367153367/
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-29/215417-syrian-pm-survives-bomb-attack-in-damascus-al-manar-tv.ashx#axzz2Rt2RVoBr
http://www.france24.com/en/20130425-pope-francis-release-bishops-kidnapped-syria?ns_campaign=editorial&ns_source=RSS_public&ns_mchannel=RSS&ns_fee=0&ns_linkname=20130425_pope_francis_release_bishops_kidnapped_syria
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IED & Demining                      Linda Lavender       linda.lavender@cimicweb.org 
 

The CFC publishes a weekly IED and Demining Events map. This global compilation identifies and links to articles pertaining to 

IED events and demining efforts. This report covers 23 to 30 April 2013. 
 

GLOBAL NEWS 

 

Iraq: Bomb attacks on Sunni mosques in Iraq killed thirteen people and wounded 

dozens more on 23 April, according to AFP. 

 

Libya: Tripoli’s Security Chief Mahmud al Sherif stated that a car bomb attack 

on the French Embassy occurred on 23 April wounding three people, reports 

AAP.  

 

Pakistan: A series of bomb attacks on 24 April wounded seventeen people and 

targeted an election candidate, according to AFP. 

 

For more IED & Demining news click here or click on the map above. 
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