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he fall of Moammar Gaddafi and his government marked a turning point for Libya. As the country seeks to 

rebuild infrastructure and establish a government that represents the people, security continues to be a large 

underlying issue that threatens to undermine national and regional development efforts. During the conflict, 

thousands of weapons were left unguarded. These weapons ranged from ammunition and small arms; to surface- 

to-air missiles and chemical weapons. This report examines the types of weapons that have been proliferated, the 

potential effects this could have on regional terrorist groups and internal security within Libya. Finally, it will 

conclude with a look at regional and international efforts to control the proliferation of Libya’s weapons.   

 
Unguarded Weapons 
In September 2011, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that a number of weapons storage facilities within 

Tripoli and its surrounding areas had been left unguarded, raising concerns about the potential threat these 

unsecured weapons may pose to Libyan and regional civilian populations. In October HRW again reported that 

vast amounts of unsecured weapons continued to remain unguarded within Libya. At unguarded locations within 

Sirte, HRW found surface-to-air missiles, tank and mortar rounds, crates of rocket-propelled grenades, large 

numbers of munitions, and thousands of guided and unguided aerial weapons. On the outskirts of Sirte, weapons 

and empty crates were found in storage facilities while other 

munitions were left in the open up to 500 meters from the 

weapons storage facilities. As HRW staff inspected the weapon 

sites, civilians and anti-Gaddafi fighters removed many weapons 

by pick-up trucks without oversight. In numerous locations 

throughout Libya, unspent weapons were dispersed over 

kilometres in the open desert.  

 

According to HRW, in order to protect the weapons from being 

destroyed during NATO air attacks, forces loyal to Moammar 

Gaddafi relocated a significant amount of weaponry to non-

military sites, such as buildings of private companies and farms 

of Gaddafi loyalists. As local militias tried to overthrow Gaddafi 

forces, these militias raided arms depots and confiscated the 

weapons for themselves, reports Reuters. Though most of these 

militias are loyal to the new Western-backed government, it is 

unclear how well the looted weapons are secured. Peter 

Bouckaert, emergencies director at HRW who visited many of the weapon sites, reported in September 2011 that 

“whenever we have visited weapons facilities in rebel-controlled areas during the past six months, we found that 

surface-to-air missiles were among the first items missing. Since the missiles do not seem to have any use to the 

National Transitional Council (NTC) forces in the […] conflict, it is alarming that these weapons, which are 
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capable of shooting down an airliner, are disappearing.” The two weapons groups that are of large concern to the 

regional and international community are surface-to-air-missiles and chemical weapons.  

 
Surface-to-Air Missiles 
At the end of October 2011, the Independent reported that British forces were working to prevent thousands of 

surface-to-air missiles from ending up in “the wrong-hands”. According to Air Marshal Sir Stuart Peach, Britain’s 

commander of joint operations, Moammar Gaddafi had invested heavily in a large supply of man-portable air 

defence systems, known as MANPADS. According to Reuters, Gaddafi had approximately 20,000 of the missiles 

when the conflict began in March 2011. Insurgent groups covet MANPADS because of the weapon’s portability 

and simplicity of use. Additionally, MANPADS are effective against attack helicopters and other aircraft 

commonly used in counter-insurgency campaigns. Air Marshal Peach was quoted as saying there was “always a 

risk of proliferation of such weapons” and stated that it was unknown exactly how many of such weapons were in 

Libya.  

 

In mid-December 2011, a team of US and Libyan bomb-disposal specialists secured approximately 5,000 surface-

to-air missiles after working in the country for several months to find the weapons, reports Agence France-Press 
(AFP). Dozens of the missiles were detonated by bomb disposal teams along the coast east of Tripoli. According 

to US Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs Andrew Shapiro “we have identified, disbanded 

and secured more than 5,000 MANPADS, while thousands more have been destroyed during the NATO 

bombing.” 

 
Chemical Weapons 
The proliferation of chemical weapons is also an area of concern for the international community. According to 

the Telegraph, British Prime Minister David Cameron stated in mid-November 2011 that it was “worth noting” 

that Gaddafi had proceeded with a programme of WMD development despite his earlier promises to dismantle the 

programme. Libya is a State Party to the Chemical Weapons Convention, which obligates the country to declare 

all of its chemical weapons and associated production facilities to the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW). When Libya joined the Convention in January 2004, it declared possession of the following 

materials and production facilities: 24.7 metric tonnes (MT) of sulphuric mustard gas, 1,390 MT of precursor 

chemicals, 3,563 unloaded chemical weapons munitions (aerial bombs) and three chemical weapons production 

facilities. All of these weapons and facilities were verified by OPCW inspections. Under OPCW verification 

between 2004 and February 2011, Libya destroyed 55% of its sulphur mustard stockpile; 40% of its precursor 

chemicals; and 100% of its unloaded chemical weapons munitions. Libya also “irreversibly destroyed two of its 

former production facilities”.  

 

On 01 November 2011, the NTC revealed to the international community the presence of two previously unknown 

stockpiles of mustard gas, reports Magharebia.  Moammar Gaddafi had only disclosed one site to the United 

Nations but had concealed the existence of two other sites. Yussef Safi ad-Din, a Libyan specialist responsible for 

managing Libya’s leftover chemical warfare materials, reported that the secret sites were now “securitised” and 

posed no risk. Immediately after this revelation, OPCW deployed an inspection team to Libya to evaluate the 

status of chemical weapons being stored and to “determine whether any diversion of sulfur mustard agent and 

precursor chemicals that have been stored at the site occurred during the recent crisis.” The visit was the first to 

Libya by OPCW since February 2011 and was conducted at the invitation of the new Libyan government. The 

OPCW inspectors “confirmed that the full stockpile of undestroyed sulfur mustard and precursors remains in 

place” and took “further measures to ensure the integrity of the stockpiles until destruction operations can resume 

under OPCW verification”. 

 
Unsecured Weapons and Their Impact on Regional and Libyan Security 
According to a Times article, the Sahara and Sahel region is home to three main Islamist militant movements; al-

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) based in North Africa; Boko Haram in Nigeria; and al Shabaab in 

Somalia. All three are al Qaeda “franchises,” groups inspired by Osama bin Laden and his organisation, though 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/bid-to-prevent-libya-missiles-trade-2376624.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/mauritaniaNews/idAFL5E7ME4KC20111114?sp=true
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/bid-to-prevent-libya-missiles-trade-2376624.html
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/5-000-SAMs-secured-in-Libya-20111211
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/libya/8890238/Gaddafi-regime-produced-chemical-weapons-David-Cameron-confirms.html
http://www.opcw.org/chemical-weapons-convention/
http://www.opcw.org/the-opcw-and-libya/
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http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2011/11/02/newsbrief-01
http://www.opcw.org/news/article/opcw-inspectors-return-to-libya/
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2101780-1,00.html
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they have “no direct contact” with al Qaeda.
1
 The Independent reports that it is feared that MANPADS from 

Libya could flood the black market. According to Reuters, there is international concern that the loss of weapons 

could “erode regional security” if Islamist militants or North African rebel groups gained access to unsecured or 

stolen weapons. Additionally, there is concern that Gaddafi loyalists and local militia groups could spread 

instability within Libya and undermine reconstruction efforts. 

 
AQIM 

Originally called the Salafist Group for 

Preaching and Combat (GSPC), as of January 

2007 the group changed its name to Al Qaeda 

in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) after officially 

affiliating with al Qaeda in September 2006, 

reports the US National Counterterrorism 

Center (NCTC). According to a US 

Congressional Research Service report titled 

“Al Qaeda and Affiliates: Historical 

Perspective, Global Presence, and Implications 

for US Policy”, AQIM dates from the 1990s 

and grew out of a conflict between the 

Algerian government and Islamist militants. 

The report states that it is “not clear what 

AQIM’s unity with or allegiance to al Qaeda 

means in practice as the group does not appear 

to take directions from leaders in 

Afghanistan/Pakistan”.
2
  

 

AQIM reportedly maintains mobile training camps along the Algeria-Mali border and has taken advantage of the 

porous borders of the Sahel region in order to move people and supplies. According to a United States House of 

Representatives Committee on Homeland Security report titled “Boko Haram: Emerging Threat to the US 

Homeland”, recently AQIM has reportedly been expanding its operations into Mauritania, Mali, Niger, and other 

countries in response to intensified counterterrorism crackdowns by North African governments. As AQIM moves 

south, it has expanded its operations to local militant groups in addition to becoming involved in drug trafficking. 

The US Congressional Research Service report further states that the group has carried out raids on military and 

police targets; kidnapped and assassinated soldiers and tourists; attacked foreign embassies; and repeatedly 

clashed with the militaries of Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Algeria.  

 

The European Union’s (EU) counter-terrorism coordinator, Gilles de Kerchove stated in August 2011 that AQIM 

had “gained access to weapons, either small arms or machine-guns, or certain surface-to-air missiles,” reports 

AFP.  In November one of AQIM’s commanders, Mokhtar Belmokhtar also known as Khaled Abou al-Abbas, 

said in an interview with Mauritania’s private news agency, ANI, that the group had obtained weapons as a result 

of the Libyan conflict, reports Reuters. However he did not state what weapons the group had obtained nor did he 

disclose how they obtained the weapons. In late November, United Kingdom Foreign Secretary William Hague 

stated that the fighting in Libya had created the potential for “new recruits for AQIM in the form of former 

mercenaries” who have left Libya and have little opportunities elsewhere.  

 
Boko Haram3 
The Algerian deputy foreign minister reported in November 2011 that intelligence reports showed there was 

coordination between Boko Haram and AQIM.
4
 According to the Times, Boko Haram

5
 (a Hausa phrase loosely 

                                                                 
1
 According to a report by the Canadian Centre for Intelligence and Security Studies, “the loose affiliation of Islamist groups which broadly share al 

Qaeda’s ideology, aims and objectives gives it a global reach and reputation” though there is not a central command system in place over these 

groups. 
2 United Press International reported on 27 December that senior British officials believe that al-Qaeda’s core leadership in Pakistan has begun to 

move to North Africa.  
3 For more in-depth information on Boko Haram see CFC December 2011 publication: Improvised Explosive Devices. See page 4.  

Source: Der Spiegel  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/bid-to-prevent-libya-missiles-trade-2376624.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE7A30FU20111104?sp=true
http://www.cfr.org/north-africa/al-qaeda-islamic-maghreb-aqim/p12717
http://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/aqim.html
http://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/aqim.html
http://www.nctc.gov/
https://encrypted.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=origins%20of%20aqim&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CC8QFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffpc.state.gov%2Fdocuments%2Forganization%2F137015.pdf&ei=xgzqTt7kB8fL0QHnzZHICQ&usg=AFQjCNFFQc3XoGvf3Il34ueOfSPVPpnLPg&sig2=IZiWWHkSSJhbewin7HP5VA
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translated as “Western education is dangerous” or “Western education is forbidden”) is a broad title given to a 

collection of militant groups based in northern Nigeria. In the past decade they have been responsible for 

thousands of deaths and up to 600 deaths in 2011. Boko Haram’s traditional targets include institutions that are 

affiliated with the Nigerian state, such as police stations and army barracks in addition to churches, banks, markets 

and universities.
6
 Boko Haram has recently targeted international actors such as the United Nations, as evidenced 

by the August 2011 attack on the UN headquarters in Nigeria in which 23 people were killed. Recently it is 

believed that “evolving tactics and targeting may be the result of ties between AQIM in North Africa and al 

Shabaab in Somalia. Such cross-pollination of weapons, tactics, and bomb-making expertise can quickly increase 

the capabilities of terrorist groups”.
7
 On 13 December 2011, Gilles de Kerchove further warned about the dangers 

regarding AQIM’s efforts to expand its power base through its alliance with Boko Haram in the region. 

 
Al Shabaab 
The US National Counterterrorism Center reports that al Shabaab

8
 

was the militant wing of the Somali Council of Islamic Courts that 

took over most of southern Somalia in the latter part of 2006. The 

group is a clan-based insurgent and terrorist group that is not 

centralised or monolithic in its agenda or goals.
9
 This makes the 

group susceptible to clan politics, internal divisions and shifting 

alliances. The group is responsible for killing Somali Transitional 

Federal Government (TFG) forces, assassinations of Somali peace 

activists, numerous civil society figures, international aid workers 

and journalists. Most of the members are predominantly interested 

in nationalistic battles within Somalia; however, senior leadership 

is affiliated with al Qaeda and therefore may have larger agendas. 

Additionally, al Shabaab has reportedly collaborated with Boko 

Haram by training members of Boko Haram in Somalia. Boko 

Haram has confirmed establishing links to al Shabaab. It is reported that al Shabaab has made recent efforts to 

recruit non Somali nationals in both Africa and the United States.
10

  

 
Tuareg 

Tuaregs are a nomadic people descended from the indigenous peoples 

of North Africa known as Berbers, reports BBC. The nature of Tuareg 

grievances mostly relate to under-representation in governments and 

militaries, marginalisation within society and high rates of poverty. 

According to Exclusive Analysis, a specialist intelligence company, 

some of the Tuaregs who returned to Mali from Libya in 2011 included 

mercenaries recruited during the 2011 Libyan revolution and those who 

had joined the Libyan Army after the 1990-1995 Tuareg rebellion in 

Mali. Risks of a renewed insurgency within Mail have increased due to 

the likelihood that some of the Tuaregs have returned with weapons 

looted from Libya.
11

 Additionally, Tuareg groups benefit economically 

from revenue generated from smuggling routes in northern Mali, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
4 This announcement is taken seriously by international security experts due to the fact that the Algerian government conducts the largest intelligence 

gathering operation on AQIM of any country in Africa.  
5
 The group’s official name is Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati wal-Jihad, which in Arabic means “People Committed to the Propagation of the 

Prophet's Teachings and Jihad”. 
6 US House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and Intelligence report titled “Boko Haram: 
Emerging Threat to the US Homeland. November 30, 2011.  
7 Ibid. 
8 Also known as the Harakat Shabaab al-Mujahidin, Shabaab, the Youth, Mujahidin al-Shabaab Movement, Mujahideen Youth Movement, Mujahidin 
Youth Movement, and other names and variations. 
9 For further information on clan structures in Somalia, please see CFC August 2011 publication: Clan Structure in Somalia.  
10 US House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and Intelligence report titled “Boko Haram: 
Emerging Threat to the US Homeland. November 30, 2011. 
11

 Tuareg groups are not traditionally aligned with AQIM as many feel that AQIM hinders development in their region and hurts Tuareg fighters’ 

reputation, reports Magharebia. 

Source: BBC 

Al Shabaab area of influence. Source: BBC 
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therefore making them a stronger threat within Mali. Exclusive Analysis suggests that if an insurgency were to 

occur in Mali, then it is expected that the army and government assets would be the primary targets, followed by 

foreign assets such as oil exploration and mining operations. Though the Malian government pledged to facilitate 

the Tuareg’s socio-economic reintegration and tried to enter into disarmament negotiations with the leaders of the 

disparate groups involved, most of the negotiations collapsed.  

 
Libya 

A recent International Crisis Group (ICG) report titled “Holding Libya Together: Security Challenges after 

Gaddafi” focuses on the challenges stemming from the large number of local forces and militias that were part of 

the effort to overthrow Gaddafi but have now become a “significant threat to the country’s security”. It is 

unknown the exact number of militias operating in the country, with reports ranging from 100 to 300. According 

to the ICG report, most of the militia groups are geographically oriented and identify with specific 

neighbourhoods, towns and cities. They tend not to be joined by ideology, tribal membership or ethnicity. This 

results in the militia groups not seeing themselves as serving a central authority or having a clear political agenda 

but rather focusing on securing their area. In Tripoli the presence of multiple militias has led to armed clashes as 

the groups overlap and compete for power. The International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) cites the 

above ICG report and states that over 125,000 Libyan civilians are said to be currently armed. Additionally, many 

Libyans continue to be suspicious of the political process and therefore retain their weapons and current structure 

of irregular armed brigades in order to defend their interests and address their security fears. 

 

Magharebia reports that immediately after Gaddafi’s overthrow, the NTC authorities carried out extensive 

campaigns among rebel and civilian populations in order to persuade them to surrender weapons in their 

possession; however, Libyan Prime Minister Abdurrahim El Keib said that “disarmament will require some time, 

and we (the NTC) will not oblige people to make quick and ill-considered decisions”. On 06 December, BBC 

reports that Abdul Rafik Bu Hajjar, head of Tripoli’s city council, stated that Tripoli would be disarmed. Brigades 

of revolutionary fighters from outside of Tripoli were asked to leave the capital by 20 December 2011 followed by 

the dissolution of Tripoli’s brigade on 31 December. Mr Bu Hajjar further stated that armed individuals would 

have to either join security forces under the Ministries of Defence or Interior or “return to civilian lives”. However 

the New York Times reports that militia groups lingered after the December deadlines and Mustafa Abdel-Jalil, 

leader of the NTC, was quoted in January 2012 as saying that “the response has been weak so far…People are 

holding on to their weapons”.  

 

In November US officials said that most of Libya’s missing MANPADS are still in the country but acknowledge 

there is a risk they could be smuggled to militants outside of Libya if they are not secured quickly, reports Reuters. 

According to authorities, in November neither Libyan MANPAD stocks nor their components had been found 

among arm shipments intercepted in the Sahara by various authorities.  Derrin Smith, an advisor to the US 

government’s inter-agency task force on MANPADS, reported that “it appears at this point that most of the 

Libyan MANPAD stocks continue to be in the hands of Libyan personnel…The bad news is that no one is certain 

what the exact number is that is outside government control and it will take some months of effort to come up 

with a reasonable number.” However on 28 December, Algerian security services discovered large quantities of 

Libyan weapons and ammunition when they disrupted an arms trafficking ring and searched the alleged 

traffickers’ residences. Twelve suspects from Algeria, Mali and Niger were arrested during the raid. Algerian 

forces have continued a large-scale operation to intercept traffickers of Libyan weapons.  

 
Regional and International Plans to Confront the Issue 

 
Regional Actors12  
According to Algerian Foreign Minister Mourad Medelci, “effective and multi-faceted co-operation among the 

regional countries is… vital for responding to the challenges facing security and development in the region,” 

reports Magharebia. In April 2010, at the conclusion of a Sahel-Saharan security summit, Algeria, Mali, Niger 

and Mauritania established a new military command in the Algerian city of Tamanrasset. The command was 

established to co-ordinate intelligence-gathering in efforts to combat terrorism, organised crime, arms smuggling 

and kidnapping. Additionally military patrols along shared border areas were established in order to monitor and 
                                                                 
12 The below listed information on regional meetings and initiatives is not meant to be an exhaustive list. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201111181595.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/north-africa/libya/115-holding-libya-together-security-challenges-after-qadhafi.aspx
http://iansa.org/
http://iansa.org/news/2011/12/report-on-disarmament-and-security-challenges-in-libya
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2011/12/01/feature-06
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-16060966
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/05/world/africa/libyan-leader-mustafa-abdel-jalil-warns-militias-could-create-civil-war.html?_r=1
http://af.reuters.com/article/mauritaniaNews/idAFL5E7ME4KC20111114?sp=true
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control the movement of terrorist groups. All four of the above countries met for two days in Washington DC in 

mid-November 2011 to further their multilateral approach to Sahel security, reports Magharebia. Also in mid-

November, the country of Burkina Faso joined the regional command unit in Tamanrasset.  

 

AFP reports that in November 2011, some 150 anti-terrorism experts from about 30 countries met at an 

international security conference focused on the threat of armed militant groups in the Sahel. Major concerns 

discussed at the conference included the inability to control large porous borders and also the need to dry up 

sources of terrorist group funding. Mauritania has recently urged Europe not to pay the ransom requested for 

kidnapped Europeans who are being held by AQIM, as the country felt that ransom fees aided AQIM activities in 

the region and encouraged more kidnappings, reports AFP. 

 

The “5 + 5” Mediterranean Dialogue Group includes the five southern European countries of Spain, France, Italy, 

Malta and Portugal and the five North African countries of Algeria, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco and Mauritania. The 

5 + 5 group, begun in 1990, is a forum for political dialogue that holds meetings regularly at the ministerial level. 

However, the group met for the first time in December 2011 since regime changes occurred across much of North 

Africa in 2011.  According to AFP, the objective of the December meeting was to bring together defence ministers 

from each of the ten countries in order to address security issues in the region, with AQIM activities and the influx 

of weapons from Libya receiving special focus. The meeting resulted in the adoption of an action plan for 2012 on 

training and exchanges and joint drills and exercises amongst the countries.  

 
International Actors  
A spokesman from the British Ministry of Defence said that a team of British experts has been working with 

Libyan and US colleagues since September to “identify, secure and destroy man-portable air defence systems” in 

addition to providing GBP 1.5 million to support the counter-proliferation work, reports the Independent. US 

Assistant Secretary of State for Political and Military Affairs Andrew Shapiro told media sources on 14 October, 

that the US government has a team of experts helping the NTC locate missing surface-to-air missiles.
13

 On 18 

October the United States pledged USD 40 million to Libya to “secure and destroy dangerous stockpiles of 

weapons”. Canada has pledged USD 9.97 million for this effort. The Telegraph reported that in late November a 

small British military liaison team would deploy to Libya for a period of six months to work alongside American 

experts in establishing a counter weapons proliferation programme for the NTC.   

 

International institutions are also involved in Libya’s efforts to control weapons proliferation. For example, the 

OPCW Technical Secretariat is now “engaged in regular consultation with the Libyan government and other 

Member States to enable the return of OPCW inspectors to examine conditions at the storage depot and verify 

destruction operations when they recommence”. At the 09 December 2011 16
th
 Session of the Conference of the 

States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention, Libya notified the OPCW that they would be unable to meet 

the final extended deadline of 29 April 2012 for the destruction of declared chemical weapons.
14

 However Libya 

recommitted to completing the destruction of their stockpiles and agreed to prepare a detailed destruction plan. 

During the session, Libya was elected as one of the 20 States Parties to the Executive Council for a period of two 

years.  

 

In late November, the EU planned to send a team of police  and security experts to the Sahel region to assist with 

counter-terrorism efforts, reports Reuters. Foreign Secretary William Hague stated that Britain, France and other 

European allies were in the early stage planning process of developing a small EU mission in the Sahel region. 

The mission would be focused on policing, security, infrastructure development and regional training. 

Magharebia reported in November that the French government has a series of arms deals with various African 

countries in the region. Magharebia also reported that in November, US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 

the Maghreb, Raymond Maxwell, said that the United States was exploring ways to “sell military equipment to 

Algeria in the framework of combating terrorism” in the region. This decision could fall within the framework of 

the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF). The GCTF is a US initiative launched in September 2011 that is 

intended to address terrorist threats by creating a multilateral counterterrorism body that will enable senior 

                                                                 
13

 The Times reports that the US State Department has contracted the security company DynCorp International to assist with tracking missing 

MANPADS. 
14 The Russian Federation and the United States also stated that they would be unable to meet the final extended deadline. 
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counterterrorism policymakers and experts from various countries and regions a mechanism to mobilise necessary 

expertise and resources to combat terrorism. The 30 founding members of the GCTF include Algeria, Egypt, 

Morocco and Nigeria. One of the initial working groups focuses on capacity building in the Sahel.  

 
Conclusion 
The Guardian reported on an analysis of the Sahel region made by Jerome Spinoza, head of the African bureau in 

the French ministry of defence, to a Chatham House think-tank in London on 08 December 2011. According to 

Spinoza, the Sahel region faces many challenges, and there are multiple weaknesses to overcome. The extent of 

weapons that were proliferated from Libya is uncertain, and it is unclear exactly how many were acquired by 

various terrorist and rebel groups across the region. It is however known that AQIM and other terrorist groups are 

working to exploit weaknesses in the region and that the possible influx of weapons out of Libya and within Libya 

could exacerbate an already precarious situation. Despite the challenges, there is an increase in both regional and 

international efforts to combat the growing threats of insecurity with a current special focus on securing Libyan 

weapons.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/dec/08/al-qaida-maghreb-sahel-new-somalia
http://moroccotomorrow.org/2011/12/13/al-qaida-seeks-new-somalia-in-n-africa/

