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Highlights 
• Standing water in flood-affected districts in 

Balochistan and Sindh is not receding fast enough 
with hundreds of villages under water. With huge 
swathes of land inundated, displacement from these 
areas and public health concerns will last into 2013.     

• Food and shelter are the most urgent needs of the 
flood-affected people. With winter season around 
the corner, the need for appropriate shelter for 
people living in the open is critical. 

• Food distribution to 1.2 million people has 
commenced under the second phase of food aid 
assistance, but more funds are required to scale up 
the response.  

• The number of families receiving shelter support has 
increased from 16,000 to 51,000 since last week.  

• The number of people receiving clean drinking water 
across the flood-affected areas is 343,000, 
compared to 253,000 the previous week.   

• Data from Sindh indicate that girls comprise the 
majority of malnourished children receiving nutrition 
treatment.  
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Situation Overview 
The humanitarian community considerably expanded its response activities during the past week – shelter 
coverage has increased by more than 30 per cent and water support has increased by 73 per cent. However, many 
people are yet to receive humanitarian assistance, as access and funding constraints continue to limit response.  
Satellite imagery shows that standing water is slowly receding in the flood-affected districts of Balochistan and 
Sindh (see the map on page 6), but some 1,830 square kilometres remain under water. Experience from the past 
two years’ floods indicates that displacement from the flooded areas may last for years. 
Food and shelter are the most urgent needs of the flood-affected people. According to the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA), more than 266,000 people are living in temporary settlements. The winter season 
is around the corner, heightening the need to provide shelter to the people still out in the open. Agricultural inputs 
and livestock support are also required to enable the affected people to reestablish their livelihoods.  
A donor mission with representatives from Australia, Canada, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and the US assessed 
the needs and the ongoing humanitarian response by Education, Food, Health, Logistics, Shelter and WASH 
clusters in Jacobabad, Sindh, and flew over Jaffarabad, Balochistan, on 16 October. District officials and flood-
affected people briefed the donors on the humanitarian assistance provided thus far and the immense outstanding 
needs. 
All clusters are conducting assessments to determine current data on needs and the corresponding response.  

Source: NDMA. (15 October 2012)  
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Humanitarian Response 
The Government of Pakistan has pledged US$91 million to the monsoon floods response to date and continues to 
conduct relief activities in the affected areas.  
According to the NDMA and PDMAs, Government authorities have so far distributed 616,655 food packs (a ration 
pack includes flour, rice, oil, milk and lentils) and 84,660 tents. Other items distributed include 21,247 blankets, 
3,062 tarpaulin sheets, 4,380 jerry cans and 98 dewatering pumps.  
The response by humanitarian partners is alphabetically ordered by cluster below:  

 Education 
Needs: 

• Provision of education and related facilities to children through temporary 
learning centres (TLCs) where schools are damaged and no longer safe for 
teaching and learning activities.   

• Bringing back the affected children and teachers to school by supporting quick 
renovation of damaged schools.  

• There is an urgent need to set up at least 2,294 TLCs in all affected districts.  
Response: 

• Humanitarian partners have so far established 18 TLCs in Rajanpur and Jacobabad districts, seven by 
UNICEF and 11 by Save the Children, with an enrollment of 2,288 children, including 1,113 girls.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Many of the flood-affected people are still taking shelter in schools, thus interrupting the education of many 
children. 

 Food Security 
Needs: 

• According to the Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) conducted in five 
priority districts, 91 per cent of the affected population has reduced the number 
of meals consumed per day.  

• Over 68 per cent of the affected households have lost sources of livelihoods or 
income, including 7,600 animals, which are sources of milk, eggs and meat.  

• Nine per cent of the flood-affected people are extremely vulnerable to food 
insecurity – they include female- and child-headed households, unaccompanied 
women, the elderly and disabled people.  

Response: 
• After distributing monthly food rations to 20,000 families in the first phase, WFP has commenced the 

distribution of a one-month relief food ration to some 1.2 million flood-affected people under the second 
phase, which remains contingent upon the immediate receipt of new contributions. WFP is implementing its 
food distribution activities through 10 partners.  

• National NGOs (SRSO and HANDS) distributed some 1,571 ration packs and cooked food for 3,100 
individuals in Sindh. In Balochistan, Islamic Relief distributed meat packages to 9,600 families (5 
kilogrammes per family) in Jaffarabad and Nasirabad. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Access constraints remain due to damages to the road network. However repair work is ongoing and the 

situation is improving daily.  
• Funding is urgently required to provide more food assistance and other forms of support to 1,315,800 

people, including agricultural packages to 919,345 people.  
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 Health 
Needs: 

• According to the Government, floods damaged 291 out of 600 health facilities in 
12 affected districts in Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh. 

• Clean delivery kits, equipment and other supplies for safe deliveries are needed 
for hospitals and health posts in the flood-affected districts.  

• Water quality monitoring and control need to be enhanced as most of the water 
sources are contaminated. 

• Mosquito nets are urgently needed to prevent malaria and other vector-borne diseases.  
• Disease surveillance, alert response and water quality monitoring activities need to be reinforced. 

Response: 
• WHO has distributed basic medicines enough for 454,795 people for one month. They include 48 

emergency health kits, 18 diarrhoeal disease kits, 70,000 antimalarial medicines, 6,336 skin medicines, 
120,000 malaria rapid diagnostic test kits, 455 antisnake venom, among others.  

• The WHO-supported Disease Early Warning System (DEWS) is receiving reports from 134 health posts 
(medical camps and mobile teams) where 609,649 consultations have been recorded. Acute diarrhoea, 
acute respiratory infections, skin diseases and suspected malaria remain the leading causes of morbidity in 
the flood-affected districts. WHO DEWS teams responded to 229 alerts, including 50 verified outbreaks.  

• WHO tested more than 385 water samples from various water sources in affected districts for microbial 
quality – 85 per cent of the water samples from hand pumps, boreholes and households were found to be 
unfit for human consumption. Cluster partners took appropriate mitigation measures to improve water 
quality in collaboration with WASH partners and Government authorities. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Health facilities in some of the affected areas are inaccessible due to damaged roads and flood water. 
• Many sources of safe water are damaged, leading to the consumption of unsafe water, which may increase 

the incidence of waterborne diseases. 
• Mosquito breeding places in Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur have increased and there is an acute 

shortage of proper shelter, mosquito nets and repellents in both districts.  

Logistics 
Needs: 

• The Balochistan PDMA and NDMA have requested for transport support, while 
local authorities and humanitarian organizations have requested for boats in the 
inundated areas of Jacobabad, Kashmore and Qamber Shahdadkot.  

Response: 
• Currently, 29 fiberglass motorboats are transporting people to safer places and relief items to required 

locations in Sindh. The cluster has made available 3,600 square metres of storage space for relief items in 
Sukkur and Jacobabad.   

• During the past week, the cluster transported 479 tons of food items from Quetta to Nasirabad for 
Balochistan PDMA. 

• The cluster is providing geographic information system (GIS) support and mapping services to 
humanitarian partners to facilitate logistic support. 

Constraints: 
• Funding is required to support the motorboats operation and road transportation, as well as to provide 

additional storage space in Balochistan and Sindh. 

 Nutrition 
Needs: 

• A total of 338,447 nutritionally vulnerable children under five and pregnant and 
lactating women are in need of nutritional support in the coming three to six 
months in the seven worst-affected districts. 
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Response: 
• So far, 31,023 individuals, including 23,852 nutritionally vulnerable children under five and 7,171 pregnant 

and lactating women have been reached through therapeutic and supplementary nutrition programs in the 
seven worst-affected districts. 

• Three outpatient therapeutic programmes in Jaffarabad are treating malnourished 541 children while 611 
pregnant and lactating women have received information on infant and young child feeding. 

• Malnutrition has increased among girls screened in Sindh, according to data from the nutrition information 
system. Girls comprise 59 per cent of the 38,253 malnourished children admitted to the outpatient 
therapeutic programme and 54 per cent of the 107,125 malnourished children admitted to the 
supplementary feeding programme in Sindh over the past year. This could be a result of a coping 
mechanism where families use the available limited supply of food to feed boys rather than girls. 

• Seven community management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) centres in Dera Ghazi Khan in Punjab have 
some 27.6 tons of ready-to-use food enough for 3,750 children. Five CMAM centres are being established 
in Rajanpur.    

• The cluster is planning to open 36 CMAM centers in Sindh to expand nutrition activities.  
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Partners urgently require funds to provide comprehensive nutrition care to 338,447 vulnerable children and 
pregnant and lactating women. 

• Flooding has interrupted CMAM services in Jaffarabad and Nasirabad in Balochistan.  
• Over 300,000 children under five and pregnant and lactating women urgently require nutrition services. 
 

Protection 
Needs: 

• Priority needs include protective services for children and women (including monitoring and referral); 
identification of specific needs of individuals and groups; documentation support where needed; mobility 
devices and support for people with disabilities. 

Response: 
• Humanitarian partners are collecting protection-specific information to determine the needs of the affected 

population and the required response. 
• The cluster has established 26 children’s and women’s protective spaces in Punjab and Sindh, reaching 

3,692 children (45 per cent girls) and women. UNFPA has integrated gender-based violence response 
within health services (under the Health Cluster) which includes a psychosocial support service provider in 
mobile health units in Punjab. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Protection needs may remain unmet as the initial response has mainly focused on distribution of relief 

items. 
• Funding shortages in 2011 and 2012 have reduced the presence of humanitarian organizations providing 

protection assistance in the affected areas, thus affecting response capacity.  

Shelter 
Needs: 

• According to the latest Government figures, floods have damaged or destroyed 
nearly 466,026 houses, leaving many people without shelter. The hardest hit 
provinces are Sindh (422,158 houses), Punjab (25,556) and Balochistan 
(11,999). 

• Dewatering of flooded areas remains a priority need, particularly in Balochistan and Sindh, where many 
areas remain inundated with water. 

Response: 
• Cluster partners have so far distributed emergency shelter items to 51,899 households, covering only 11 

per cent of the needs identified by NDMA.  
• The Shelter Cluster is conducting emergency camp coordination and camp management training for staff 

involved in the ongoing emergency response. Four training sessions have so far been conducted for social 
mobilizers and community representatives in Kashmore, Jacobabad and Shikarpur districts.  
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Gaps & Constraints: 

• Nearly all available contingency stocks have been distributed and without more funding, cluster partners 
will be unable to continue meeting the lifesaving needs of the affected population. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 

• The priority needs of the affected people remain clean drinking water, basic 
WASH relief items/kits (jerry cans, buckets and water purification tablets), 
hygiene items and sanitation support. 

• According to DEWS reports, diarrhoea is on the increase and needs to be 
addressed urgently. 

Response: 

• UNICEF and its partners are providing water via tankers and water treatment units to more than 343,000 
people in Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh on a daily basis. 

• Cluster partners have provided sanitation support to around 13,000 people 
• In the three provinces, 141,000 people have received hygiene kits and key hygiene messages. In addition, 

the cluster has distributed soap to 99,000 school children. 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Lack of funds continues to limit the WASH response in the flood-affected areas. 
 

General Coordination 
Coordination has been strengthened at district levels to enhance collaboration between the humanitarian 
community and the Government on the provision of humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable people. The 
UN has staff throughout the most-affected districts. 
OCHA has deployed coordination officers to the worst-affected districts and clusters have appointed district focal 
people who are working closely with OCHA and Government officials in the districts. OCHA and the relevant district 
officials will co-chair general coordination meetings in each of the districts and liaise regularly with Government 
officials. 
OCHA continues to facilitate regular Humanitarian Country Team meetings and Inter-Cluster Coordination 
Meetings (ICCMs) at the federal level. ICCMs are also taking place at provincial levels in Balochistan and Sindh, 
where clusters are active, to coordinate the ongoing localized humanitarian response.  
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Background on the crisis 
Flash floods and hill torrents triggered by heavy monsoon rains that fell across Pakistan in early September have caused widespread loss of 
life, livelihoods and infrastructure across the country. Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh provinces have been hardest hit. Many of the affected 
districts, particularly in Balochistan and Sindh, were already struggling to recover from the floods of 2010 and 2011. 
 
The Government is providing assistance to the affected people and has requested the UN and its humanitarian partners to support the 
response by distributing existing relief items to people in the hardest hit districts. Agencies require funds to continue providing life-saving 
assistance to the flood-affected population. 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Dan Teng’o, Reporting and Public Information Officer, tengo@un.org, Cell +92 346 856 3 615 
Faisal Azam Khan, Reports Officer, jadoonf@un.org, Cell +92 302 851 9 908 
 
For more information, please visit www.pakresponse.info    
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org  
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