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Middle East, North Africa:Humanitarian Access Snapshot (as of 15 June 2017)
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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In May 2017, OCHA conducted a series of focus group discussions (FGDs) with humanitarian partners across the five 
humanitarian hubs in Yemen to estimate the relative severity of access constraints in all districts using a five-point scale. 
Overall, compared to the end of 2016, access levels have worsened slightly in 35 districts in nine governorates: Taizz, Al 

Hudaydah, Abyan, Al Dhale'e, Al Jawf, Dhamar, Ibb, Lahj and Sana'a.

Approximately 60% of these districts are in the conflict-affected governorates of Taizz (11 districts) and Al Hudaydah (10 districts).  As in 2016, 
administrative difficulties, physical infrastructure and local interference or attempted interference in the humanitarian aid delivery are the 
main factors impacting humanitarian access.  These factors have been further exacerbated by armed hostilities along the Western Coast that 
have taken place since the beginning of the year.

However, despite the above, most districts, (62%) remain either fully accessible or have low relatively low access constraints (Levels 1 and 2). 
Only 16% of Yemen’s districts perceived by humanitarian organisations to be extremely difficult to access or having high levels of access 
constraints (Levels 4 and 5); more than 76% of districts with L4 or L5 access severity, or 39 of 51 total, are in the conflict-affected governorates 
of Taizz, Sa’ada, Marib, Al Bayda, Hajjah and Al Jawf. In total, the districts perceived to be most difficult to reach (L4 or L5), have a population 
of approximately 2.7 million people, with more than 350,000 IDPs (59,430 Households) and an additional 100,000 returnees.
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IRAQ
Humanitarian access improved during April and May, in relative terms. This was mainly due to developments in Ninewa Governo-
rate, where larger areas became accessible thanks to advances in the campaign to retake Mosul from the Islamic State (IS) and 
continued close coordination between the UN, Government authorities and military actors.

Active conflict and insecurity remained however the key factors impacting negatively on access and humanitarian operations, namely in the 
IS-controlled parts of West Mosul, Tel Afar, Hawiga and West Anbar. 

As the levels of explosive hazard contamination remained substantial, mine action continued to be crucial to create safe conditions for 
assistance delivery and enable communities to resume their lives and livelihoods.

In Mosul city, some 135,000 people reportedly returned to the eastern side of the city, whilst only some 42,000 people returned to the 
western side of the city, due to ongoing hostilities in the vicinity.

Protection concerns, including access to safety and assistance, continued for the 285,000 people whom the UN estimated to still be under 
IS-control in West Mosul, Hawiga and West Anbar as of the end of May.

Operating in Libya remains hazardous and unpredict-
able due to multiple factors including presence of 
mines and explosive devices, threats of abductions 

and kidnapping of international personnel, proliferation of armed 
groups with no clear chain of command, and ongoing conflict and 
violence.

Following the Sirt military operation by government forces,  ISIL 
lost control of large areas in Libya, yet it still maintains a few cells in 
different parts of the country, which poses serious threats to the 
international presence. 
Additional factors hindering humanitarian access include such 
physical constraints, such as destruction of road infrastructure due 
to the fighting, as well as administrative constraints.These factors, 
freedom of movement of humanitarian organisations, personnel 
and/or goods into and within the affected areas is often restricted.

LIBYA

According to the Israeli authorities, a more restrictive vetting 
process has been implemented to address security risks. 

This process, however, has caused increasing delays and denials in 
permit requests for national staff working for aid organizations. 

Since September 2016, almost half of the permit applications for 
Gaza-based personnel working for UN agencies and INGOs have 
been denied or received no response to requests for exit. During 
April 2017 alone, 65% of requests remained pending with no 
response and 60 Gaza-based staff where prohibited from exiting 
Gaza by their date of travel. 

55 UN personnel continue to be banned from obtaining permits for 
12 months. Entry of Palestinians holding West bank IDs to East 
Jerusalem are also subject to a permit system including patients 
and national staff of humanitarian organizations. There was a total 
of 349 access incidents affecting UN and INGO personnel in the oPt 
in 2016 including 211 incidents in the West Bank.

OCCUPIED PALESTENIAN TERRITORY

SYRIA
A combination of insecurity, deliberate interference 
and restrictions by the parties to the conflict continue 
to prevent aid delivery in Syria.

More than 4.5 million people live in hard-to-reach areas, including 
624,500 in besieged locations.

(as of 27 April 2017)
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* The number of people living in inaccessible/hard 
to reach areas in Libya was not available at the 
time of production of this snapshot and there were 
no updates available for the current issue of the 
Snapshot.


