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Over the past week flood threats have diminished significantly over the upper Zambezi and other river basins 
in southern Africa, as rainfall amounts were significantly lower than in previous weeks. Rainfall decreased 
over Zambia, Zimbabwe and central Mozambique, and was significantly below average over eastern Angola, 
the northern areas of Zambia and Mozambique. However, extremely heavy rainfall soaked northern and 
southern Madagascar, sustaining moisture surpluses and localized flooding. 

Likely scenarios 
For the coming week (08-14 February 
2011), precipitation is likely to exceed 50 
mm over the northern areas of 
Mozambique and Zambia, and parts of 
Angola.  Zambia, Malawi and Angola are 
forecasted to continue observing 
moderate to locally heavy rainfall. These 
same areas are predicted to be affected 
the following week (15-21 February 
2011) but with lower probabilities. Based 
on this forecast, it is expected that 
localized flooding will continue to occur 
across the region, especially in 
Mozambique and Madagascar. 
Saturation levels across the region are 
still very high, meaning that even 
moderate levels of rainfall could lead to flooding. The development of cyclones over the Indian Ocean is also 
still a very real possibility, which could cause major damage in Madagascar and along the Mozambican coast, 
depending on strength and trajectory.   
 

The upper Zambezi River continues to rise, albeit slower, and still expected to reach 6.0 m at Katima Mulilo. 
As at 08 February 2011, the Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo stands at 4.58 m, compared to the average level 
of 1.80 m for this time of year, having risen 19 cm between 01 and 08 February 2011.  

Water levels in the Okavango River continue to decrease, but a new flood wave is expected following good 
rains in the upper catchment areas over the past week. As at 08 February 2011, the Okavango River at 
Rundu stands at 6.38 m, compared to the average level of 5.80 m for this time of year, having fallen 42 cm 
between 01 and 08 February 2011.  
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
! In Mozambique, 23,632 families have been affected by floods and around 20,000 ha of crops 

damaged;  
! Heavy rains in Madagascar have killed 15 people and injured 7; 
! In South Africa, 91 people have been killed and 321 injured due to storms and flooding;  
! With more rainfall forecasted for much of southern Africa, it is expected that localized flooding 

will continue to occur across the region, especially in Mozambique and Madagascar. 
 

II. Regional Situation Overview 

III.  Namibia and Botswana 
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Graphic: Water Levels of Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo – 2009, 2010, 2011 and Normal 

 
Source: Namibia Hydrological Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry 

Flows in the Cuvelai Oshanas are becoming more visible, but there is still no indication of the development of 
major floods in southern Angola. In the interior of Namibia, new floods were reported in the Kuiseb River and 
officials on site have expressed concerns about possible flood damage. Floods have also been reported in 
the Fish River, where they are threatening the lowest areas of the Namibia Wildlife Resort facilities at AiAis. 
To minimize further risks, NamWater (the national water utility) closed the spillway gates at Naute Dam to 
avoid releases concurrent with a new and high flood wave reported at Seeheim. 

The situation in the Vaal/Orange River system is very slowly returning to normal, with the flood wave peak 
having now passed Noordoewer. 

OCHA participated in a preparedness mission, led by the Resident Coordinator, to northern Namibia in early 
February 2011. The mission concluded that early warning systems are in place to notify populations 
downstream of the Cunene River on both the Angolan and Namibian sides of the river.   

The mission also noted that the Oshana Region is well prepared for a multi-sector response to displacement 
caused by floods.  Contingency plans have been revised and updated in light of lessons learnt in previous 
years. There may, however, be a need to support the provision of life saving assistance, including training 
communities on the use of motorized boats, search and rescue operations, as well as supplies of life jackets.  
A total of four households have been displaced by minor flooding in informal settlements close to Oshakati 
Town and the first relocation site has been established to accommodate them.  Capacity exists to 
accommodate 4,000-6,000 persons if required.  The Regions of Omusati and Ohangwena have not yet been 
significantly affected by flood waters.  
 
 

 
No new information available.  
 

There have been reports of damage caused by hail- and wind storms in some parts of Mashonaland East 
Province, with an estimated 200 people from 40 households reporting significant damage to their homes, as 
well as to the local school. No deaths or serious injuries were recorded. 

IV.  Angola 

V.  Zimbabwe 
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In Gokwe-North District in Midlands Province, rain and flood damage to roads, bridges and schools have 
been reported. The Government of Zimbabwe, through the Department of Civil Protection (DCP), has 
responded, but remaining gaps include the provision of mosquito nets to those affected, tents for temporary 
classrooms and funding for public works programmes. A full assessment report will be made available shortly.  

The DCP recently visited communities affected by storms in Mhondoro Ngezi in Mashonaland West Province, 
where 14 families had been affected to varying degrees, ranging from partial to complete destruction of 
houses, and loss of furniture, food and utensils. Local NGOs have assisted the affected families with seed 
inputs, and DCP distributed 12 tents. However, food assistance for the 14 families is still required.  
 
Three of the country’s major dams (Manyame, Bhiri-Manyame and Osborne) are close to maximum capacity 
and can spill at any time, which could also lead to a sudden rise in water levels downstream. Authorities have 
issued warnings to at-risk communities in these areas. 

DCP, together with local authorities, visited flood-prone areas in Muzarabani and Chidodo in Mbire District in 
Mashonaland Central Province in early February 2011 to alert vulnerable communities of possible flooding 
and to assess the current flood situation, which appears to be stable at this point in time. As of 31 January 
2011 the Kariba dam is 70 per cent full. The Zambezi River Authority opened another spillway gate on 02 
February 2011, bringing to three the total number of gates opened.   

The Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator, together with the OCHA Country Team, has led the implementation 
of minimum preparedness actions for floods, and report they are compliant. OCHA is in contact with the DCP, 
the Government of Zimbabwe and partners, and is monitoring the rainfall and potential floods situation in the 
country. 

 

 
Following flood alerts issued by the Government to districts adjacent to the lower Zambezi River in January, 
there are no reports of damage caused by flooding in Zambia, although heavy rainfall has been recorded over 
most of the country.  At the moment, the main concern is the possibility of a large scale cholera outbreak. 
Government, together with the humanitarian community, has undertaken a number of cholera preparedness 
and response activities, such as monitoring trends in the number of new cholera cases, distribution of chlorine 
tablets and the testing of water collection points in all cholera-prone areas.  
 

 
Of the 23,632 families affected by the floods in the Limpopo and Incomati Basins, 2,910 require humanitarian 
assistance.  These families are currently being assisted with food, hygiene, water, sanitation, education and 
protection materials in Guija (267), Bilene (531), Chokwe (1658), Chibuto (25) and Xai-Xai (429). Also, 2,691 
students in 43 schools are currently unable to attend classes and 43 tents and 1346 schools kits are required 
to enable the resumption of lessons at these schools.   

Despite regular and dispersed rains in early January which enabled successful planting, excessive rainfall 
and rising water levels in the Limpopo, Incomati, Maputo and Umbeluzi River Basins has resulted in the 
damage of approximately 19,774.5 ha of crops, which represents approximately 0.72% of the country’s total 
planted area. 
 
Average to heavy rainfall in Malawi, Zimbabwe, Angola and South Africa - all of which are upstream countries 
- is contributing to an increased inflow of water into the Zambezi Basin, causing an increase in the discharge 
of the Cahora Bassa Dam to around 6300 m3/s. As a result of the increase almost all stations along the 
Zambezi River are reporting above alert water levels. The current water inflow for this time of year is similar to 
what was observed in 2007 and 2001, which caused the inundation of large areas.  
 
The Coordinating Council of Disaster Management (CCGC) approved the Emergency Operational Plan for 
the Zambezi basin this week, in response to rising river levels and in order to facilitate preparedness 
activities.  The Operational Plan outlines two possible flooding scenarios affecting a total number of 20,203 or 
48,142 families in the districts of Tambara, Chemba, Caia, Marromeu, Mutarara, Chinde, Mopeia and 
Morrumbala.  

VII.  Zambia 

VIII. Mozambique 
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In preparation of floods in the Zambezi valley, Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) cluster members, partners 
and UNAPROC (National Unity for Civil Protection) representatives have been deployed to the Centre for 
Emergency Operation (CENOE) at Caia. UNAPROC has been specifically deployed to support the evacuation 
of affected populations in the event of extensive flooding. Stocks have been pre-positioned in the Central 
region to facilitate a rapid emergency response.  
 
The river basins in the southern region are below the alert level apart from Combumune; however all rivers 
are registering a downward trend. 
 
For more information please see the Mozambique Flood Preparedness and Response Situation Report No. 2, 
dated 08 February 2011. 
 

 

A Government report published on 01 February 2011 estimates that 91 people lost their lives and 321 people 
were injured as a result of flooding and storms across the country. A total of 13,043 houses were damaged. A 
consolidation of the initial government assessments has put the cost of the damages at over a billion rand 
(US$ 138 million).   

Government, through Provincial Disaster Management Centres, is providing humanitarian assistance in the 
form of food, shelter and blankets. In addition, NGOs, the private sector and private individuals have also 
contributed humanitarian aid.  There are no figures yet for those who have been displaced by flooding, nor a 
gap analysis for response and recovery needs. 

The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) reports that CHF 236,780 (around $248,000) has been 
allocated from the Federation's Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the South Africa Red 
Cross Society in delivering immediate assistance to some 8,870 beneficiaries. Also, the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) will provide $50,000 in emergency relief assistance.  

Another Government assessment will take place from the 07-09 February 2011 and will cover all provinces in 
an effort to re-assess and verify existing data received by the National Disaster Management Centre from the 
33 municipalities declared as disaster areas, as well as from other affected villages and towns outside these 
municipalities.  This will form the basis for a more detailed recovery and reconstruction assessment. 

 
Lesotho experienced heavy rainfall between December 2010 and January 2011, and the likely impacts are 
expected to be significant. On 07 February 2011, OCHA, the Lesotho Resident Coordinator and the UN Task 
Force, had discussions on possible OCHA support to the country. The Resident Coordinator informed OCHA 
that currently the information received on the impacts was inadequate and that they were planning to carry 
out an in-depth assessment in the ten districts, to which OCHA agreed to provide technical support.  

Heavy rains continue to fall over Lesotho and the impacts are expected to increase. To date, the affected 
population has not yet received any assistance from the Government; however, IFRC has allocated CHF 
244,036 (about $253,148) from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the 
Lesotho National Red Cross Society in delivering immediate assistance to some 10,000 beneficiaries (1000 
households with non-food items and 2,000 households with hygiene promotion.). WFP reported that damage 
to roads has affected some of their food distribution activities. A Government meeting is planned for 09 
February 20111 to discuss the situation in the country.  
 

 
Heavy rainfall has affected most parts of the country, especially the southern and south-western regions. To 
date, storms and floods have caused 15 deaths and injured seven. An estimated 1,625 houses have been 
damaged, with 105 houses completely destroyed, and around 2,000 people displaced. However, most of 
those displaced have already repaired or rebuilt their houses. Government and partners are responding to the 
affected areas. According to field reports, the agricultural sector was moderately affected by the rains.  

At this point in time the situation does not necessitate the activation of the national contingency plan. 
However, an inter-agency rapid assessment team is on stand-by should the situation worsen.  

IIX.  South Africa 

IX.   Lesotho 

X.   Madagascar 
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!
Malawi is yet to start registering cases of flooding; however, since the start of the season, various districts 
have reported incidences of storm damage to houses and crops. To date, a total of 4,637 households in 22 
districts have reported damage to their houses due to strong winds associated with storms. The storms have 
also affected crops in some districts, with a total of 669.4 ha of crops having been damaged. All affected 
households have received assistance from the Malawi Department of Disaster Management Affairs. 

Communities living in flood prone areas have been informed of the seasonal rainfall forecast, and authorities 
continue to provide communities with updates on rainfall. The situation is being closely monitored.  

 
Nothing to report.  
 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27829081338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27823283038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  
 
Sources: Namibia Hydrological Service, Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) Zambia Meteorological Department 
(ZMD), Zambia Department of Water Affairs (DWA, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit, SADC 
Secretariat, SADC Climate Service Centre, Angola National Directorate of Water Resources (DNRH), 
Southern African Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF), Angola National Institute of Meteorology and 
Geophysics (INAMET), South Africa Department of Cooperative Government and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA), 
South Africa Department of Water Affairs (DWA), South African Weather Services (SAWS), Mozambique 
National Water Directorate, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the United States of 
America, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant 
United Nations Country Teams. FEWS NET Country Offices, World Food Programme (WFP) Country Offices, 
OCHA Country Offices, SADC HYCOS.  

 
 

XI.    Malawi 

XII. Swaziland 

XIII. Contact 



Southern Africa: Storm, Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2011
09 February 2011

Country Affected Displaced Deaths
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage
Angola       29,904                66           4,980 
Lesotho  NK Damage to roads reported.

Madagascar         2,256                15             105 1,625 houses damaged.
Malawi          21,835 669.4 ha of crops damaged. 

Mozambique        118,160  20,000 ha of crops damaged.  43 schools not operating.  
Namibia              20 

South Africa  NK                91 

 13,043 houses damaged, as well as roads 
and bridges. Cost of damage estimated at 

over $250,000. 

Zimbabwe               270 
Rain and flood damage to roads, bridges 

and schools have been reported.
Total        140,265       32,180              172          5,085 

Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 09 February 2011. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known. Households size estimated at five persons. 

Sources: Namibia Hydrological Service, Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) Zambia Meteorological Department (ZMD), Zambia Department of Water Affairs (DWA, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit, SADC Secretariat, SADC Climate Service 
Centre, Angola National Directorate of Water Resources (DNRH), Southern African Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF), Angola National Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics (INAMET), South Africa Department of Cooperative Government 
and Traditional Affairs (CoGTA), South Africa Department of Water Affairs (DWA), South African Weather Services (SAWS), Mozambique National Water Directorate, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the United States of 
America, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant United Nations Country Teams. FEWS NET Country Offices, World Food Programme (WFP) Country Offices, OCHA Country Offices, SADC 
HYCOS. 
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A national disaster was declared in South Africa. Approximately 91 fatalities have been reported.
Injuries are estimated at 321 and 13,043 houses have been damaged. Government is setting up a
joint national disaster centre to facilitate coordination and is providing support in the form of
temporary accommodation in public infrastructure and tents, food parcels and counselling.  Further
assessments will be conducted from 7-9 February 2011.

Southern Africa Flood Update as at 9 February 2011

Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this
map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Map ID:ROSEA181v04_Southern Africa Flood Update
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Data Sources: 
Flood Information: Humanitarian Partners on the ground
(See data sources in attached report)
Mapping Data: HYCOS, GIST, ESRI, UN OCHA

Lesotho is experiencing heavy rainfall and the impacts are likely to be
significant.

The situation in the Vaal/Orange System is slowly returning to
normal with the flood wave peak having now passed
Noordoewer.

Water levels at Katima Mulilo have increased to 4.58m as at
8 February, in comparison to the normal level of 1.8m for this
time of year.

An institutional Red Alert was delcared for affected river basins in Mozambique. 23,632
Families have been affected, of which 2910 require humanitarian assistance.
Excessive rainfall and rising water levels in the Limpopo, Incomati, Maputo and Umbeluzi
River Basins has resulted in damage to approximately 20,000 ha of crops.

New floods were reported in the Kuiseb River and officials
expressed concerns regarding possible flood damage.

To date 4,637 households in 22 districts in Malawi have reported damage to their
houses due to strong winds associated with storms. Approximately 669.4 ha of crops
have also been affected. All affected households have been assisted by the National
Disaster Management Authorities. No cases of flooding have been registered to date.

In Gokwe North, damage to roads, bridges and schools has been reported. The Government is responding,
but remaining gaps include mosquito nets, tents for temporary classrooms and funding for public works
programmes. A full assessment report will be made available shortly.

Communities in the flood prone Muzarabani and Chidodo areas have been alerted regarding possible flooding.

Please note that flood risk or affected areas are mapped at
district level, based on administrative level 2 boundaries.

Madagascar experienced heavy rainfall
and flooding, particularly in the south and
south west. To date, 15 deaths and 7
injuries have been reported. An estimated
1,625 houses have been damaged, with
105 houses completely destroyed and
around 2,000 people displaced. Most of
the displaced have already repaired or
rebuilt their houses.

Floods have been reported in the Fish River which have
threatened facilities at the Namibia Wildlife Resort at Ai-Ais.
NamWater closed gates at Naute Dam to minimize further
risks and avoid releases concurrent with a new high
floodwave reported at Seeheim.

In Zambia, no flood damage has been reported to date
although heavy rainfall has been recorded in some
areas. Preparedness and response activities are being
put in place to plan for any potential cholera outbreaks.

Lake Kariba was 70% full as at 31 January 2011.
Another spillway gate was opened on 2 February 2011,
bringing the total number of gates opened to 3.
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A new flood wave is expected in the Okavango River
following rains experienced in the upper catchment over the
past week. At Rundu the water level is currently 6.38m
compared to the average level of 5.8m for this time of year.

4 Households have been displaced by minor flooding in
informal settlements close to Oshakati Town and the first
relocation site has been established to accommodate them.
Capacity exists to accommodate 4,000-6,000 persons if
required.

Damage to an estimated 40 households (200 people) and the local school from hail and wind storms was
reported in parts of Mashonaland East province. The Manyame and Osborne dams are close to maximum
capacity and could spill at any time. Communities downstream have been issued warnings.

14 Families were affected by storms in Mhondoro-Ngezi district

Districts at Risk of Floods

Reported Cholera Cases


