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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 COLOMBIA: The Government declared a State of National Catastrophe.  International aid has started to arrive. 
 VENEZUELA: The Government approved the construction of 2,400 houses for people affected by rains. 
 ECUADOR: The Tungurahua Volcano is showing signs of activity.  Contingency Plans have been activated. 
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FLOODS – STRONG RAINS 
COLOMBIA: Colombia declared a state of national 

catastrophe for the intense rains that affected the 

country, causing more than 160 deaths and affecting 

more than 1.4 million people.  The intense rainy 

season has left 220 injured and damaged more than 

230,000 houses.  This declaration allows the country 

to access international funds for response efforts. 

Brazil, Chile, Venezuela and France have already sent 

food, non-food-items and cash aid.  The European 

Union and the Finance and Andean Development 

Cooperation (CAF) have also allocated funds for 

Colombia.  
Source: Government of Colombia/Ministry the Interior. 

 

 

 

VENEZUELA: The Government allocated USD$170 

million for the construction of 2,400 houses in 6 

states affected by rains  It also approved USD$15 

million to finish channeling rivers and rehabilitating 

potable water systems in the state of Vargas, which is 

one of the most affected.  Venezuelan authorities 

have distributed more than 150 tons of food to 87 

emergency shelters in the country.  Legislators are in 

the process of approving the Emergency Housing Law, 

to assist Venezuelan families that lost their homes 

due to rains.  More than 35,000 people have been 

affected by the rainy season. 
Source: Telesur.      

 

COSTA RICA: The country requires USD$330 million 

to recover from the damages caused by rains that fell 

between September and November. The main 

investments are in roads, agriculture, and housing.  It 

allocated USD$10 million for response during the first 

days of the emergency. According to a census of 

affected areas carried out by the National Commission 

for Emergencies and the Mixed Institute of Social 

Assistance, 3,390 houses suffered damages; 670 of 

which were declared total loss.  It is estimated that 

5,500 small farmers lost all of their crops. 
Source: Government of Costa Rica. 

 

 

Colombia declared a state of national catastrophe. Neighboring 
nations and humanitarian agencies have stated to send aid.  
More than 1.4 million people have been affected by the rains. 
EFE©. 
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LAC: HURRICANE SEASON. The hurricane season is 

about to end (31 November) and has left more than 

300 dead.  This season had 12 hurricanes (5 classified 

as major) and 19 tropical storms; which places it in 

the top five most active seasons in record.  Hurricane 

Tomas was the last to form in the Atlantic. Tomas 

impacted Western Haiti causing 20 deaths and 

worsened the sanitary situation related with the 

cholera epidemic.  Before reaching Haiti, the hurricane 

impacted the island of St. Lucia, in the Eastern 

Caribbean, where it caused 14 deaths and destroyed 

plantations throughout the region.  

 

The hurricane season produced the worst rainy 

season in Central America in the last 50 years, with 

flooding and mudslides leading to 300 deaths, mainly 

in Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador.  It also left 

vast sectors of the population homeless and caused 

USD$1 billion in damages.   

 

Hurricane Alex, the first of the season at the end of 

June, traversed the south of the Gulf of Mexico and 

dispersed crude oil from the British Petroleum spill 

over the coast of the United States.   Alex caused 22 

deaths in the north-east of Mexico, destroyed more 

than 40,000 houses, and left damages estimated at 

USD$2 billion. 
Source: University of the State of Colorado. 

 

CENTRAL AMERICA:  The Economic Commission for 

Latina America (ECLAC) reported that the impact of 

climate change in the region, between 2002 and 

2008, is estimated at USD$15 billion. According to the 

institution, if Climate Change trends do not change, 

the cost of damages to agriculture, water resources 

and biodiversity by hurricanes and storms could reach 

US$73 billion in 2100, which is equivalent to 54 

percent of the 2008 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for 

the seven countries that make up Central America.  
Source: ECLAC. 

 

 

EPIDEMIC 
COLERA IN HAITI: Six of every 10 people affected 

by cholera in Haiti are under eighteen years old.  

Close to 14,400 of the 24,000 cases of cholera are 

children.  Cholera affects children quicker as their 

immunological system is not completely developed.  A 

child can dehydrate quicker than an adult, which 

means that prevention and early detection is even 

more important than in adults.  In rural areas, 

prevention is a larger problem as there is a lack of 

aqueducts and drainage systems.  Other factors are 

the crowded living conditions, a lack of potable water, 

and torrential rains. During the presidential elections, 

information on basic hygiene measures was 

distributed. 
Source: Plan Internacional. 

 

VOLCANO 
ECUADOR TUNGURAHUA: Many communities close 

to the Tungurahua Volcano have been affected by a 

light ash rain due to a sudden explosion which 

occurred last week.  The ashes affected corn crops 

and grazing areas.  Health authorities distributed 

masks to inhabitants and students in affected schools. 

Preventative measures also contemplate setting up 

shelters. 
Source: National Risk Management Secretariat.    


