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Briefing Note – 17 August 2017 
Floods in north, northeast, 
and southeast Bangladesh 
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

Overview 

As of 17 August, an estimated 20 out of a total 64 districts have been affected by floods. 

The situation was raised as a concern on 11 August. An estimated 3.5–3.9 million 

people have been affected. The affected districts span north, northeast, and southeast 

Bangladesh. As neighbouring upstream countries are also experiencing major flooding, 

floods are expected to continue. 

As of 17 August, at least 48–57 people have been killed, but the death toll is likely to be 

higher. The total number of temporarily displaced people is unclear as numbers from 

government agencies differ and are likely to be incomplete. The NDRCC estimates that 

as of 15 August 282,400 people are sheltering in 1,400 shelters.  

District 
Affected 
Upazilas 

Affected  
union 

No. people 
affected 

Damaged  
shelter 

No. people 
displaced 

Brahmanbaria 2/9 5/100 3,300 n/a n/a 

Bogra 3/12 29/109 103,900 n/a 1,200 

Dinajpur 13/13 78/78 457,100 n/a 173,800 

Gaibandha 4/7 26/82 252,100 31,500 20,300 

Jamalpur 5/7 32/68 565,500 9,700 4,000 

Kurigram 9/9 62/73 421,500 102,700 25,000 

Khagrachhari* 1/9 1/38 2,100 n/a n/a 

Lalmonirhat 5/5 35/45 411,000 n/a 8,900 

Mymensingh* 1/12 6/43 80,000 n/a 6,000 

Netrakona 5/10 29/86 121,000 2,400 550 

Nilphamari 6/6 51/51 166,000 n/a 4,400 

Panchargarh 5/5 40/43 181,200 n/a 7,500 

Rangpur* 7/8 42/76 222,500 n/a 300 

Rangamati 3/10 21/50 32,000 1,900 n/a 

Sirajganj 5/9 40/83 263,300 8,400 3,100 

Sunamganj 6/11 53/88 93,700 n/a n/a 

Sylhet* 5/13 55/105 35,100 n/a n/a 

Thakorgaon 5/5 44/51 115,200 23,300 23,000 

Total 90 649 3,526,500 179,900 282,400 

D-Form 15/08/2017; D-Form Gaibandha 14/08/2017: NDRCC 15/08/2017 

*Though news reports state 20 districts have been affected, the NDRCC only specifies 14. Numbers for Khagrachhari, 

Mymensingh, Rangpur, and Sylhet are taken from the D-Form. There is no definition for affected upazilas; it is unclear to 

what extent the upazilas are affected.  

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 
scope and 
scale  

 

As of 17 August, 18–20 districts have been affected by floods as 

a result of heavy monsoon rainfall and onrush of water from India. 

Water is currently receding in Nilphamari, Dinajpur, Thakurgaon, 

Panchargarh, Lalmonirhat, and Rangpur districts. 

The 1988 and 1998 floods covered over 60% of the country. To 

reach these levels, waters of the Ganges, Meghna, and 

Brahmaputra need to all exceed danger levels simultaneously. As 

of 16 August, around 30 stations along Bangladesh rivers are 

reporting water levels on or above danger levels. Waters of the 

Jamuna river are at critical levels. As floods move down stream, 

centrally located districts may also be affected. Though it is 

unclear how severe the impact will be, the number of people 

affected will be high due to the population density in these areas.  

Although the Ganges is currently not flowing above danger levels, 

its waters are expected to increase as upstream Nepal and Bihar 

state in India are experiencing major flooding. Geographical 

areas expected to be most at risk are located around the Ganges–

Jamuna confluence.  

Key priorities   Shelter: an estimated 282,000 people have left their homes 

and moved to flood shelters; the probable length of this 

displacement has not been assessed. The number of 

displaced to informal settlements on embankments or in host 

communities is not clear.  

 WASH: There is an immediate need of drinking water as 

tube-wells have been inundated. Sanitation facilities are 

inadequate in flood shelters and non-existent on 

embankments, heightening the risk of waterborne disease. 

http://www.modmr.gov.bd/site/situationreport/eb5627c6-007c-4f27-9937-e00f42fd83d8/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%83-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AD
http://www.start-network.org/
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 Food stocks have been flooded. People in shelters and 

embankments may have run out of their limited food stocks. 

There is currently reports of food availability on the local 

markets, however ability to access to this may be reducing 

due to insufficient funds to buy food. 

Response 
constraints 

Embankments and dams are at risk due to high flood waters. 

Several roads have been damaged in northern districts. Saidpur 

airport is at risk of being submerged. 

 

Limitations  

Data from D-Forms for individual districts differs from the overarching D-Form of 15/08/2017. Data 

from the MoDMR and NDRCC is inconsistent. Situation reports and news outlets all report 

different figures in terms of people affected, crops affected, and the number of people killed. It is 

unclear which data is most reliable at this point. It is difficult to predict the rainfall or onrush of 

water from upstream areas which may aggravate current floods. 

Impact 

Heavy monsoon rains, combined with flood water from India, has resulted in overflowing 

rivers in Bangladesh. As of 16 August, the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre states 

29 stations are currently above danger levels. An estimated 3.5–3.9 million people have 

been affected (NDRCC 15/08/2017; D-Form 15/08/2017). 

Shelter: As of 15 August, around 282,000 people are reportedly taking shelter in around 

1,400 flood shelters (NDRCC 15/08/2017). Some 600–800 Indian nationals who crossed the 

border into Lalmonirhat Sadar and Aditmari, Lalmonirhat are also taking up refuge in 

shelters (Dhaka Tribune 15/08/2017; Al Jazeera 16/08/2017). More people are reportedly exposed 

to the elements while sheltering on embankments. This includes an estimated 70,000 

families in the six northern districts of Nilphamari, Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Gaibandha, 

and Dinajpur (RDRS SitRep 16/08/2017). At least 5,000 people in Kurigram are sheltering on 

embankments (Plan International 14/08/2017). Additional displaced households are reportedly 

located with host families (ECHO 14/08/2017). 

WASH: Floods are likely to have affected the quality of water supply as tube wells have 

become inundated. Those sheltering on embankments face limited access to sanitation 

facilities increasing the rate of open defecation. People are sheltering on embankments 

alongside their cattle, creating further unsanitary living conditions. This increases the 

risk of waterborne disease (Daily Star 16/08/2017). 

Food: Floods have affected food stocks; flood affected people are reportedly surviving 

on limited stocks of dry foods and puffed rice. People sheltering on embankments have 

limited food supplies. Having spent three days on embankments at the time of writing, 

others have managed to run out of existing food stocks they managed to take with them. 

No cooking facilities are available (Daily Star 16/08/2017). 

Livelihoods: Livestock have reportedly been killed by floods. In Horipur union, 

Sundargonj upazila, Gaibandha, around 800 poultry has reportedly been killed. 

Livestock may also be suffering from disease (CDD SitRep 16/08/2017). 

Aman seeds have already been planted. The biggest concern for farmers is the 

impossibility of replanting Aman if the fields are inundated. The next harvest will not be 

until early November. If flood waters recede within the next 2–3 days, there is a chance 

some of the damaged crop can be restored. However if waters stand until late August, 

damage may be irreparable (Daily Star 15/08/2017). 

Vegetable crops have been damaged; it is unlikely these crops can recover (Daily Star 

15/08/2017). Some of the known damages include: 

 In Dinajpur, at least 120,700ha of crops were damaged (Dhaka Tribune 14/08/2017; 

Daily Star 14/08/2017).  

 In Gaibandha, some 5,000ha of sown Aman paddy was inundated.  

 In Lalmonirhat around 25,000ha of agricultural land damaged. Some 300 fishing 

ponds were washed away by flood waters across five upazilas (Daily Star 

13/08/2017).  

 In Kurigram around 42,300ha of vegetable cultivation is inundated affecting 

around 300,000 farmers (SKS Foundation 15/08/2017; D-Form Kurigram 14/08/2017; D-

Form Gaibandha 14/08/2017). 

 In Sunamganj, around 18,000ha of cropland has been inundated, including 

around 700ha of Aman rice and 5,000ha of Rupa Aman rice.  

 In Nilphamari around 38,000ha of crops were damaged (Christian Aid SitRep 

15/08/2017). 

 In Thakorgaon around 26,000ha of crops were damaged (Christian Aid SitRep 

15/08/2017). 

Health: As of 17 August, different sources report at least 57 people have been killed. 

This includes at least 23 people in Dinajpur, 15 in Kurigram, five in Lalmonirhat, five in 

Nilphamari, two in Sunamganj, two in Bogra, one in Thakorgoan, and one in Jamalpur. 

The NDRCC reports that as of 15 August and since 11 August 48 people died due to 

drowning, lightning, and snakebites  (Dhaka Tribune 17/08/2017; NDRCC 15/08/2017; BD News 24 

15/08/2017; BD News 24 14/08/2017; BD News 24 14/08/2017; Dhaka Tribune 14/08/2017; GUK SitRep 

15/08/2017).  

NFIs: People taking shelter in embankments are without beds, household utensils, or 

clothes (Plan International 14/08/2017). 

http://www.modmr.gov.bd/site/situationreport/eb5627c6-007c-4f27-9937-e00f42fd83d8/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%83-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AD
http://www.modmr.gov.bd/site/situationreport/eb5627c6-007c-4f27-9937-e00f42fd83d8/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%83-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AD
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/natural-disaster-breaks-borderline-issues/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/200-dead-india-bangladesh-nepal-floods-170815151106159.html
https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/#FlashAnchor
http://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/flood-hit-north-crises-food-drinking-water-worsen-misery-1449250
http://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/flood-hit-north-crises-food-drinking-water-worsen-misery-1449250
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/floods-affect-crops-2-lakh-hectares-1449268
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/floods-affect-crops-2-lakh-hectares-1449268
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/floods-affect-crops-2-lakh-hectares-1449268
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2017/08/14/flood-kills-least-13-dinajpur/
http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/rivers-show-signs-major-flood-1448233
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/bangladesh-flood-2017-villages-inundated-dharla-teesta-flow-above-danger-mark-1447948
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/bangladesh-flood-2017-villages-inundated-dharla-teesta-flow-above-danger-mark-1447948
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/08/17/flood-kills-57-13-districts/
http://www.modmr.gov.bd/site/situationreport/eb5627c6-007c-4f27-9937-e00f42fd83d8/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%83-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AD
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/more-misery-in-flood-forecast-northern-bangladesh-reels
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/more-misery-in-flood-forecast-northern-bangladesh-reels
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/nine-more-deaths-raise-flood-toll-to-26-in-northern-bangladesh
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/more-than-half-million-people-affected-in-bangladesh-floods
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/more-than-half-million-people-affected-in-bangladesh-floods
https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
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Protection: Children sheltering on embankments are at risk of drowning. Drowning is 

the number one cause of death among children in Bangladesh (Plan International 14/08/2017). 

In addition, children in these situations are less likely to receive assistance than children 

in flood shelters, as they are harder to identify and harder to reach (SC 2006). 

Flood shelters often have inadequate WASH facilities. Past disasters have shown that 

this poses risks to women and adolescent girls, who resort to various harmful practices 

to avoid exposure (including waiting until nightfall to go to the toilet, bathing in dirty 

water). In the past, privacy to breastfeed has also been an issue (SC 2006). 

Education: Many educational institutions in flood affected districts have been closed or 

are being used as flood centres to shelter displaced people. Examinations were 

reportedly ongoing. Experience has shown that when school buildings are used to 

house displaced people, even if the school received no direct damage from the flooding, 

a certain degree of rehabilitation of the building and infrastructure must be expected as 

the water, sanitation and buildings experience a high degree of wear and tear from being 

used as temporary housing. 

 In Rangpur division, 1,031 educational institutions across eight districts have 

been closed due to floods (BD News 24 15/08/2017). This includes 168 educational 

institutions in Lalmonirhat and all educational institutions in Dinajpur’s 13 

upazilas (Dhaka Tribune 13/08/2017; BD News 24 14/08/2017). 

 In Sunamganj, around 900 primary schools were closed in seven upazilas (Daily 

Star 13/08/2017). 

Market analysis 

Markets are generally estimated to be partially functioning, with some having 

experienced some level of inundation.  It is estimated that food and other essential items 

are available at markets. As food stocks have been washed away, price hikes are likely 

to occur for food and essential household items. Transportation to and from markets 

has become constrained as local roads have been inundated. Transportation costs are 

likely to increase, further complicating people’s ability to access goods. Those sheltering 

on embankments may have more difficulty reaching markets. As crops and fields have 

been flooded for several days, it is unlikely day labourers have had work opportunities, 

and thus have not been paid. People living in poverty may not have sufficient savings 

to cover living costs for several days without pay (Plan International 14/08/2017). 

In Bhurungamari upazila, Kurigram, markets are not functional (Handicap International 

15/08/2017). 

Vulnerable groups 

People with disabilities are among those hardest hit by floods. For example, in Horipur 

union, Sundargonj upazila, Gaibandha, around 800 people with disabilities were among 

the affected. Several have lost their disability aids (CDD SitRep 16/08/2017). People with 

disabilities may have greater difficulty accessing basic needs during a disaster, 

including food, water, shelter, sanitation, and healthcare services. 

Impact on critical infrastructure  

Dams and embankments: 

Damages to banks and embankments are reportedly widespread with an estimated 

72km of dam walls and embankments damaged (CARE SitRep 16/08/2017). These include, 

but are not limited to:   

 Three destroyed dams in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. 

  A broken down flood bypass road connecting Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari, 

flooding 34 villages (Dhaka Tribune 13/08/2017; Daily Star 13/08/2017).  

 Two destroyed embankments in In Kurigram Sadar upazila (Daily Star 13/08/2017).  

 The embankment in Shingria area of Fulchari upazila, Gaibandha, at risk of 

collapsing (Daily Star 15/08/2017). 

 

Response constraints 

Rail lines in Dinajpur, Kurigram, and Lalmonirhat have been inundated, halting train 

traffic (BD News 24 15/08/2017; BD News 24 14/08/2017). 

Saidpur, Bangladesh’s northernmost airport, is at risk of inundation after 37 metres of 

flood embankment broke down (Daily Star 13/08/2017; BD News 24 15/08/2017). 

Around 10km of the Kurigram–Rangpur highway has been inundated; a further 130km 

of road in Kurigram has been affected (SitRep 15/08/2017; D-Form Kurigram 14/08/2017).  

In Gaibandha, two bridges were damaged along with approximately 71km of Kutcha 

road (D-Form Gaibandha 14/08/2017). 

 

Aggravating factors 

Monsoon 2017 

Heavy rainfall already caused floods in largely the same districts in July. Floods in July 

affected ten districts. Around 1.6 million people were affected and 26 people killed. 

Some 23,000ha of agricultural land, and around 107,500 shelters were damaged 

(NIRAPAD 06/08/2017). Flood water receded quickly, however affected people may not have 

had time to sufficiently recover during the wet season (BD News 24 14/08/2017). The 

negative effects of frequent natural disasters, including localised floods during the 

cropping season in July, have had a negative impact on the food security of the 

https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/resources/online-library/watermarks-child-protection-during-floods-in-bangladesh
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/more-misery-in-flood-forecast-northern-bangladesh-reels
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2017/08/13/lalmonirhat-flood-red-alert-2/
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/nine-more-deaths-raise-flood-toll-to-26-in-northern-bangladesh
http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/heavy-rains-raise-fresh-flood-alarm-1447759
http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/heavy-rains-raise-fresh-flood-alarm-1447759
https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
file:///C:/Users/Desktop/HI%20Alert%20Floods%2015082017.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Desktop/HI%20Alert%20Floods%2015082017.pdf
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2017/08/13/lalmonirhat-flood-red-alert-2/
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/bangladesh-flood-2017-villages-inundated-dharla-teesta-flow-above-danger-mark-1447948
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/bangladesh-flood-2017-villages-inundated-dharla-teesta-flow-above-danger-mark-1447948
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/flood-brahmaputra-swelling-teesta-receding-bangladesh-flood-situation-2017-hits-20-districts-northern-region-1448965
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/more-misery-in-flood-forecast-northern-bangladesh-reels
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/nine-more-deaths-raise-flood-toll-to-26-in-northern-bangladesh
http://www.thedailystar.net/country/8-killed-overall-bangladesh-flood-situation-worsens-1448041
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/15/more-misery-in-flood-forecast-northern-bangladesh-reels
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Monthly%20Hazard%20Incident%20Report%20in%20Bangladesh_July%202017.pdf
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/flood-spreading-to-central-districts-deaths-reported-in-north
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vulnerable households. These individuals are more vulnerable to the effects of floods 

and crop losses, and will therefore take longer to recover. 

The monsoon season (June–September) is still ongoing. The rainy season is expected 

to continue, with heavy rainfall forecasted for the coming days. If heavy rainfall 

continues into late August, at least 25 districts are expected to be impacted by flooding 

in September (BD News 24 14/08/2017; Dhaka Tribune 16/08/2017). 

 

Rice availability and price 

For the northeastern Haor regions, this is third flood of the year as areas were also 

inundated in April. The April floods in Haor occurred three weeks before harvests were 

due, damaging approximately 10lakh tons of Boro rice crops. Boro rice in 19 districts 

was further affected by a fungal attack. Rice is a major staple for domestic consumption. 

As of May, the government of Bangladesh (GoB) already started importing rice from 

neighbouring countries to cover the deficits (Reuters 01/08/2017).  Prices of rice staples may 

increase further if flood waters do not recede as the Aman rice cropping cycle will be 

impacted (Daily Star 15/08/2017).  

 

Barrages  

Several dams have been damaged or broken by the floods. The barrages on the rivers 

are overwhelmed due to swelling as a consequence of heavy rain combined with the 

onrush of water from India due to the opening of all 54 gates of the Gajoldoba barrage.  

Monsoon rains have also caused floods in upstream Nepal – it is estimated these waters 

will flow to Bangladesh (Channel News Asia 15/08/2017). Many sluices and regulators in 

Bangladesh are no longer functioning, and embankments have been eroded due to a 

lack of proper maintenance.   

 

 

Landslides and river erosion 

Floods bring a risk of landslides in the hilly regions of Sylhet and the Chittagong Hill 

Tracts. Previous landslides in the CHT affected 79,234 people and killed 160 people.   

Floods also exacerbate the ongoing risk of river erosion. Previous flooding in July 2017 

had caused 63 houses in Lalmonirhat, alone, to be lost to the Teesta and Dharla rivers.  

 

 

 

Housing 

The majority of houses in the affected areas are of Kutcha construction (earthen/mud 

plinths with organic material walls and thatch roofs), making them extremely vulnerable 

to damage as a result of floods and requiring frequent maintenance. Frequent 

replacement of bamboo roofs is required in flood-prone areas. Semi-pucka (earthen 

plinth, bamboo wall, corrugated iron roof) houses are better at resisting erosion of the 

walls, but floors can becomes muddy after prolonged floods. Pucka (brick and concrete 

foundation, brick walls, reinforced concrete roofs) houses can suffer from cracks and 

become unstable after floods (ADPC Handbook 2005).   

 

District Kutcha Pucka Semi-pucka Jhupri 

Jamalpur 84.2% 3.1% 10.8% 1.7% 

Bogra 64.3% 8.7% 25.4% 1.6% 

Gaibandha 77.0% 3.8% 16.9% 2.4% 

Sirajganj 81.1% 5.0% 12.9% 1.0% 

Kurigram 87.6% 1.4% 9.5% 1.5% 

Lalmonirhat 79.4% 3.3% 12.1% 5.1% 

Brahmanbaria 73.2% 10.3% 15.6% 1% 

Dinajpur 57.5% 7.4% 29.9% 5.2% 

Khagrachhari 82.3% 3.7% 10.8% 3.2% 

Habiganj 65% 10.4% 21.5% 3.1% 

Moulvibazar 46.2% 18.8% 32.3% 2.7% 

Mymensingh 69.8% 6.9% 19.9% 3.3% 

Naogaon 65.5% 7.4% 23.6% 3.5% 

Netrakona 74% 2.6% 16% 7.5% 

Panchagarh 77.5% 5.3% 15.4% 1.9% 

Rangpur 72.5% 4.8% 19.4% 3.3% 

Rangamati 83.4% 4.5% 7.6% 4.6% 

Sunamganj 70.4% 11% 15.4% 3.2% 

Sylhet 41.7% 22.7% 34% 1.7% 

Thakurgaon 61% 5.1% 27.5% 6.4% 

 

 

 

http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/heading-major-flood/
http://www.dhakatribune.com/opinion/op-ed/2017/08/16/heading-for-disaster/
http://www.reuters.com/article/bangladesh-tender-rice-idUSL4N1KN30A
http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/food-import-double-1448695
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/floods-kill-175-in-india-nepal-and-bangladesh-9122014
http://www.adpc.net/igo/category/ID189/doc/2013-p74Wob-ADPC-handbook_complete-b.pdf
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Population coping mechanisms 

After the July floods, affected people in northern districts were reportedly already selling 

livestock at lower rates due to a lack of fodder. This is particularly apparent in Sirajganj, 

one of the largest cattle producing districts. Hay prices in the Teesta and Dharla river 

basins were sold at 800–850 BDT in August 2017 compared to 500 BDT around the 

same time last year. Similarly, other cattle feed items such as oilcake, husk of rice, and 

wheat, have seen high price increases (Daily Star 08/08/2017).  

If households sell their cattle, it will be difficult to replace these productive assets due to 

the lack of financial resources and thus households will face an ongoing loss of 

livelihoods as they try to recover from the floods. 

In many northern districts this is the second flood within two months. Households 

already have limited stock of food. In order to acquire a  daily meal people are employing 

negative coping strategies such as selling their labour in advance, reducing their food 

intake, skipping meals and depending on social safety nets activities (Plan International 

14/08/2017; Plan 15/08/2017).  

In contrast, in Dinajpur and parts of Rangpur, floods are not a frequently recurring event 

and households have less experience at employing strategies to cope with the floods.     

 

Poverty 

Northern Bangladesh experiences a lean season from mid-September to October and 

from March to mid-April (HEWSWEB 2014). Rangpur district is most impacted by the 

combination of a lack of agricultural employment (i.e. no wages), while the crops mature, 

and an increase in food prices due to scarcity. In Rangpur close to half of the residents 

live below the poverty line (Copenhagen Consensus). Kurigram is the poorest district in the 

country, with 67.3% of the population living below the poverty line (IPS 31/07/2017). 

Jamalpur and Gaibandha are also among the worst poverty-stricken districts (IPS 

31/07/2017). 

Many households depend on low valued daily wage labour, such as marginal farming, 
agriculture, and marginal fishing. Lack of regular employment (which may be the result 
of the disruption to agriculture as a result of the floods) and lower wage income 
increases the economic vulnerability of the population (Flood Response Preparedness Plan of 

Bangladesh, June 2014). Vulnerability in these areas is also increased by socio-economic 
conditions such as landlessness, low-quality education, a lack of access to health 
services, poor sanitation, and malnutrition (Flood Response Preparedness Plan of Bangladesh, 

June 2014). Currently, Sunamganj is considered to be facing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
food security outcomes. Other districts with a high proportion of chronically food 
insecure population are Khagrachari, Netrakona, and Rangamati (IPC Chronic Alert 

28/06/2016). Conditions of poverty, as well as living in chronic disaster areas, significantly 
increases an individual’s chances of being disabled by malnutrition, disease, or injury 
(Handicap International).  

Previous similar disasters 

 2007 floods 1998 floods 1988 Floods* 

Affected 

population 

13 million 30 million 13-20 million 

Affected areas 46 districts 32 districts 35 districts 

Damaged 

hectares 

890,000 700,000 370,000 

Priority needs 

of population 

Food, WASH, 

emergency shelter 

Food, WASH, 

emergency shelter 

Food, WASH, 

emergency shelter 
Sources UNDHA 1988; ActionAid 1998; UNICEF 2007;  

*Note that the population in 1988 was an estimated 101 million people; in 1998 a 126 million people. 

 

Run-off from Nepal contributed to the 1998 floods  (IFRC 18/09/1998). With flooding 

currently affecting Nepal and Bihar state in India there is a clear risk that current flooding 

could worsen. For flooding to reach 1998 or 1988 levels, the three major river basins of 

Brahmaputra, Meghna, and Ganges need to flood simultaneously (Dhaka Tribune 

14/08/2017). Floods in 1988 and 1998 are generally seen as the largest to have happened 

in Bangladesh, as around 61% and 68% of land was flooded. In 2007, this was around 

40% (BD News 24 14/08/2017). 

Response  

Local and national response capacity 

As of 14 August, the Government of Bangladesh (GoB) stated it allocated 31 million 

BDT, 46,000 packages of dry foods and around 10,600 metric tonnes of rice among the 

affected districts (ECHO 14/08/2017; UN RCO 14/08/2017). It is unclear how the GoB targets 

beneficiaries for distributions. Gaps remain, as news reports state many people have 

not yet had any form of relief.  

District Distributed Cash (BDT) Distributed rice (Metric 

tons) 

Dinajpur 1,090,000 195 

Nilphamari 1,350,000 309 

Lalmonirhat 875,000 60 

Kurigram 1,705,000 250 

Thakorgaon 120,000 282 

Panchargarh 545,000 258 

Gaibandha 325,000 14 

Bogra 200,000 165 

Sirajganj 820,000 205 

http://www.thedailystar.net/country/flood-hit-farmers-sell-cattle-fodder-crisis-1445026
https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
https://deep-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/media/attachments/2017/08/Flood_Observation_Report_Plan_Bangladesh-14Aug17.pdf?Expires=1502853614&Signature=lJIUTnx5Yga9KzTdBrfng9K2N%2BY%3D&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJP4RMUQP77TT2SYA
http://www.copenhagenconsensus.com/bangladesh-priorities/helping-farmers-lean-season
http://www.ipsnews.net/2017/07/last-mile-connectivity-bangladeshs-impoverished-north/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2017/07/last-mile-connectivity-bangladeshs-impoverished-north/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2017/07/last-mile-connectivity-bangladeshs-impoverished-north/
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/flood_response_preparedness_plan_of_bangladesh_june_2014.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/flood_response_preparedness_plan_of_bangladesh_june_2014.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/flood_response_preparedness_plan_of_bangladesh_june_2014.pdf
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/flood_response_preparedness_plan_of_bangladesh_june_2014.pdf
http://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/ipcalert_2ndipcchronicanalysis_june2016.pdf
http://fscluster.org/sites/default/files/documents/ipcalert_2ndipcchronicanalysis_june2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/bangladesh-floods-aug-1988-undro-situation-reports-1-13
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/after-flood-official-damage-statistics-bangladesh-flood-1998
https://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/4926_4991.htm
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-floods
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2c017/08/14/heading-major-flood/
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2c017/08/14/heading-major-flood/
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2017/08/14/flood-spreading-to-central-districts-deaths-reported-in-north
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/#FlashAnchor
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Jamalpur 250,000 210 

Sunamganj 390,000 66 

Netrakona 160,000 168 

Rangamati 65,000 128 

Brahmanbaria 30,000 114 

Shariatpur* 104,000 101 

Madaripur* 195,000 72 

Faridpur* 90,000 168 

Rajbari* 268,000 173 

Jessore* 145,000 99 

Total 11,652,000 3,555 

*Some of these areas were affected by river erosion, others experience minor flooding as of 17/08/2017 

though the situation may worsen. Source: NDRCC 15/08/2017 

The MoDMR issued four D-Forms for Kurigram, Gaibandha, Sirajganj, and Lalmonirhat. 

The army has been deployed to several districts to reinforce weakened embankments 

and assist in search and rescue (Al Jazeera 16/08/2017). Troops are mainly deployed in 

Rangpur, Dinajpur, and Thakorgoan. 

Information gaps and needs 

 A lack of consistent information across all affected districts makes 

understanding where the situation is most severe challenging. 

 Having D-Forms for only four out of 20 districts limits analysis of where damage 

is greatest. 

 Information on underlying vulnerability, such as livelihood activity per 

geographic area is not readily available, complicating identifying vulnerable 

households or areas. 

 Limited information on sectoral needs. 

 It is always challenging to know how many people are sheltering on 

embankments so the total number of displaced remains unclear. 

 

Lessons learned 

Humanitarian conditions 

 Rural flood events present exceptional challenges to WASH response. These 

include restricted excreta and waste disposal options on account of limitations 

in land availability and a high ground water table; poor quality of existing water 

sources due to turbidity, organic or saline contamination; increased 

concentration of vectors such as rats and mosquitoes; and dispersed population 

(diverse settlements of displaced people and those unable or unwilling to leave 

their homes) (Global WASH Cluster 2009). 

 Past disasters in Bangladesh which have resulted in displacement has also had 

protection implications for women and girls.  Because their safety and security 

is compromised when accessing WASH services (e.g. collecting water, going 

to the toilet and bathing) experience has shown they are at greater risk of sexual 

harassment and gender based violence. Health concerns that relate to bathing 

in stagnant flood waters have also been reported in the past.  

 There is often little consideration of women’s menstrual needs and the provision 

of female sanitary protection. Consultation with local people on the constitution 

of hygiene kits is an essential activity (Global WASH Cluster 2009). 

 

 

Methodology 

This Briefing Note has been produced by the Start Network and has been prepared using an ACAPS approved 

methodology. The note aims to understand the overall flood situation in Bangladesh; and to inform Start Fund 

Bangladesh members and relevant stakeholders. The note is based on a review of all secondary data 

available to analysts 16/08/2017. The Start Fund Bangladesh thanks all those who have contributed to the 

note and welcomes additional information that could complement a possible update of this report. The impact 

of the flood as of 17/08/2017, has been estimated as moderate, compared to a baseline of 2007. The situation 

will have to be monitored closely in the following days, as the impact may increase to significant levels. 

http://www.modmr.gov.bd/site/situationreport/eb5627c6-007c-4f27-9937-e00f42fd83d8/%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%83-%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AB-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9F-%E0%A7%A8%E0%A7%A6%E0%A7%A7%E0%A7%AD
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/200-dead-india-bangladesh-nepal-floods-170815151106159.html
http://www.bvsde.paho.org/texcom/desastres/washrufl.pdf
http://www.bvsde.paho.org/texcom/desastres/washrufl.pdf
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Key characteristics  

 

Key 

indicators 

Brahmanbaria Bogra Dinajpur Gaibandha Jamalpur Kurigram Khagrachhari Sirajganj Lalmonirhat Mymensingh 

Population 

density/km² 

(2011) 

1500 1173 870 1125 1084 922 220 1290 1007 1200 

Female pop 

Male pop 

2011 

1,473,787 

1,366,711 

1,689,400 

1,699,900 

1,481,458 

1,508,670 

 

1,210,100 

1,169,100 

1,163,900 

1,128,700 

1,058,800 

1,010,400 

300,124 

313,793 

 

1,546,100 

1,551,300 

627,300 

628,800 

2,571,148 

2,539,124 

Extreme 

poverty 

headcount 

ratio (2016) 

15% 7% 21% 30% 34% 40% 10% 23% 17% 32% 

           

%Average 

source of 

drinking water 

tube well 

(2011) 

 

93.6% 92.0% 96.0% 93.0% 95.2% 95.8%           74.1% 94.3% 95.6% 88.4% 

%Average 

source of 

drinking water 

tap (2011) 

 

2.9% 6.1% 2.1% 3.1% 1.5% 1.7% 1.2% 3.0% 1.7% 6.4% 

%Average 

non-sanitary 

toilet facilities 

(2011) 

23.8% 20.9% 26.8% 41.1% 38.3% 29.7% 44.8% 29.2% 31.9% 39.7% 

%severely 

underweight 

children 

(2016) 

10% 7% 7% 9% 10% 10% 10% 9% 9% 9% 

%Average 

Literacy 

rates (2011) 

  

47.7% 52.8% 55.6% 45.8% 41.3% 43.9% 50.9% 46.7% 48.2% 49.4% 

% Disability 

rates  

1.2% 1.5% 1.5% 2.0% 1.4% 1.5% 1.6% 1.6% 1.7% 1.4% 

 
 
 
 



     
  START Briefing Note: Floods 

 

8 

 

Key 

indicators 

Netrakona Nilphamari Panchargarh Rangamati Rangpur Sirajganj Sunamganj Sylhet Thakurgaon 

Population 

density/km² 

(2011) 

800 1186 700 97 1200 1290 670 990 780 

Female pop 

Male pop 

2011 

1,118,336 

1,111,306 

810,200 

920,600 

490,919 

496,725 

282,903 

313,076 

1,435,785 

1,438907 

1,546,100 

1,551,300 

1,231,862 

1,236,106 

1,706,334 

1,722,553 

688,761 

201,281 

Extreme 

poverty 

headcount 

ratio (2016) 

20% 19% 12% 7% 30% 23% 21% 20% 14% 

          

%Average 

source of 

drinking water 

tube well 

(2011) 

 

90.9% 95.9% 92.7% 44.5% 95.4% 94.3% 87.8% 62.6% 97.5% 

%Average 

source of 

drinking water 

tap (2011) 

 

1.8% 1.6% 3.6% 7.1% 2.6% 3.0% 3.1% 13.6% 0.9% 

%Average 

non-sanitary 

toilet facilities 

(2011) 

43.3% 40.6% 22.4% 52.2% 34.6% 29.2% 47.0% 31.8% 41.8% 

%severely 

underweight 

children 

(2016) 

10% 9% 8% 8% 8% 9% 11% 9% 8% 

%Average 

Literacy rates 

(2011) 

  

43.7% 48.8% 55.9% 50.8% 49.2% 46.7% 39.6% 53.8% 52.8% 

% Disability 

rates  

1.5% 1.5% 1.6% 1.8% 1.6% 1.6% 1.5% 1.4% 1.6% 

          

Sources: World Bank Poverty Maps (2016), Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (2015), Government of Bangladesh Census (2011), Handicap International – People With Disabilities Data.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2016/11/10/bangladesh-poverty-maps
http://203.112.218.65/WebTestApplication/userfiles/Image/PopMonographs/Volume-7_PDV.pdf
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Map   

 
Flood Inundation Forecasting Map for 18/08/2017 Source: Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre 13/08/2017  


