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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

26 July 2017 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 18 JULY 2017)1 

 928,117 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of northern 
and southern Syria:  

o 888,049 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (356,616), Ar-Raqqa 
(251,275), Hama (162,197), Idleb (55,512), Homs (33,717), Deir-Ez-Zor (10,981), Al-Hassakeh (16,360), 
Lattakia (1,391) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 73,400 new displacements recorded 
in June 2017 alone, and 28,600 new displacements so far in July 2017, with the majority from Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate. 

o 40,068 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. This includes around 4,700 new displacements recorded in June 2017 alone, and 500 new 
displacements so far in July 2017. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 According to media reports, on 22 July Syrian Government forces declared a ceasefire in the opposition-
controlled area of Eastern Ghouta, on the outskirts of Damascus.  

 Despite the announcement the ceasefire, a United Nations spokesperson said that humanitarian partners were 
deeply concerned by reports of airstrikes on the town of Arbin in the besieged area of Eastern Ghouta. The UN 
has also received unverified reports of airstrikes on Duma city and Zamalka town in Eastern Ghouta.  

 The UN expressed concern for the protection of an estimated 400,000 people in Eastern Ghouta, with reports of 
people in desperate need of medicine, heath supplies, food, nutrition and other life-saving assistance. 

 The UN said it has also received reports of increased fighting in several locations in Idleb Governorate, including 
the area around the Bab Al-Hawa border crossing, which hosts a large number of settlements and camps for 
displaced people. 

 In southern Syria, the ceasefire announced on 9 July has continued to hold across much of Dar’a and Quneitra 
governorates, despite occasional incidents still being reported.  

 

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 

 On 22 July, an inter-agency convoy delivered humanitarian assistance for 33,500 people in the hard-to-reach 
area of Dar Al-Kabira in rural Homs Governorate. The UN reported that solar lamps, plastic sheets and some 
health supplies were not allowed to be loaded on trucks. The area was last reached on 20 April 2017.   

 Clashes in Idleb Governorate continue to undermine the delivery of humanitarian assistance through the Bab 
Al-Hawa border crossing between Turkey and Syria, which has remained closed since 19 July, with no UN 
cross-border shipments having taken place since then. 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-ghouta-idUSKBN1A70EA
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170725.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170725.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170725.doc.htm
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 Convoys continue to transport humanitarian assistance across the Ramtha border crossing between Jordan and 
Syria. The de-escalation in southern Syria should afford improved opportunities of humanitarian access to some 
areas where it had been constrained by violent conflict.  

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Cluster in the Turkey Hub released a summary report of the screening and sponsorship 
procedures in Aleppo and Ar-Raqqa governorates, compiled by the Protection Monitoring Task Force. Key 
findings include the numerous protection concerns that arise from screening procedures, such as lack of freedom 
of movement, multiple phases and long waits, lack of humanitarian services, confiscation of IDs and telephones, 
arbitrary detention, limited access to health care and concerns for specific groups. Both the Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) and the so-called Democratic Self-Administration (DSA) enforce screening procedures in SDF-
held areas.  

 The strict sponsor system enforced by the so-called DSA authorities decreases freedom of movement for IDPs, 
and at times results in involuntary movement when IDPs are forced to leave the sites and are directed to specific 
locations inside Menbij or Jarablus in Aleppo Governorate. While humanitarian actors recognize that these 
procedures are aimed at reducing security risks, their implementation also raises protection risks for IDPs. The 
Protection Cluster recommends necessary precautions should be taken to reduce these risks, including reducing 
the risk of IDPs’ exposure to mines and other explosive hazards.  

 On 19 and 20 July the Syria Protection Sector and its sub-sectors held a two-day training session on the 2018 
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) Protection Needs Assessment. The implementation of the Assessment in 
the field will start in the upcoming days.  

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster met to review displacements and operational updates in northern Syria, particularly on the 
recent changes in the situation in Idleb Governorate due to clashes among armed opposition groups. The Cluster 
also made a brief presentation on the recorded IDP returns in northern Syria, and agreed that returns tracking in 
northern Syria is one of the Cluster’s priorities. 

 The IDP Sites Integrated Monitoring Matrix (ISIMM) for June 2017 was finalised, recording a total of 358,186 
IDPs in sites in northern Syria. The CCCM Cluster has coordinated multi-sectoral life-saving assistance for 
347,167 IDPs residing in 341 IDP sites across northern Syria. The Cluster assessed that the following needs of 
IDPs in sites were covered: water (91% covered), waste removal (89%), sanitation (89%), shelter (64%), food 
(72%), and NFI (66%). A total of 37 member organizations contributed to the June ISIMM report. 

 The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa Governorate since 1 April has reached 213,540 individuals, 
out of which 174,515 individuals were displaced inside Ar-Raqqa Governorate itself, while 27,207 individuals 
were displaced to Aleppo, 7,365 to Idleb, 4,376 to Deir-Ez-Zor and 77 to Hama.  

 In Idleb Governorate, a total of 125,775 displacements have been recorded since 1 April, including 50,505 
displacements from Hama Governorate, 23,691 from within Idleb, 14,701 from Damascus, 9,619 from Homs, 
5,901 from Rural Damascus, 11,187 from Aleppo, 7,365 from Ar-Raqqa, 1,439 from Deir-ez-Zor and 17 from 
Dar’a. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 The SNFI Cluster in the Turkey Hub has reached over 856,000 individuals in 26 districts across nine governorates 
with SNFI assistance as of the end of June 2017. The full interactive response dashboard covering January to 
June 2017 can be accessed online: http://goo.gl/z88yVE. 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima/document/screening-and-sponsorship-procedures-ar-raqqa-and-aleppo-governorates
https://unhcr-xborder-turkey.github.io/ISIMM/
http://goo.gl/z88yVE
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