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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

12 July 2017 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 04 JULY 2017)1 

 950,502 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 911,620 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (375,770), Ar-Raqqa 
(235,811), Hama (151,982), Idleb (99,293), Homs (32,441), Deir-Ez-Zor (9,482), Al-Hassakeh 
(5,500), Lattakia (1,341) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 41,200 new 
displacements recorded in June 2017 alone, with the large majority from Ar-Raqqa Governorate 
(nearly 25,000).  

o 38,882 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. This includes around 14,300 new displacements recorded in June 2017 alone, with 
the large majority from Damascus (11,000). 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 10 July, representatives of the Syrian Government and opposition convened in Geneva for a seventh 
round of United Nations-sponsored peace talks.  

 The United States, Russia and Jordan agreed to a ceasefire across south-western Syria, which took effect 
on 9 July at 12:00 hrs local time. The agreement was announced after US President Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin met on the margins of the G20 Summit in Hamburg. On 10 July, the UN 
Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura commented that the agreement seemed to be broadly holding. 

 In a statement issued on 10 July, the UN Secretary-General welcomed the announcement of the ceasefire 
in south-western Syria. The statement notes that this is a significant step towards reducing violence and 
increasing humanitarian access across Syria, in line with the pursuit of the goal of a comprehensive, 
nationwide ceasefire. The Secretary-General’s statement also urges “all countries to preserve the right for 
all Syrians to seek asylum and enjoy refugee protection until conditions are conducive for return in safety 
and dignity.” 

 Heavy fighting continues in Ar-Raqqa city, and the UN reiterated its deep concern for the safety and 
protection of thousands of civilians trapped inside Ar-Raqqa. As fighting intensifies, airstrikes are reportedly 
resulting in death and injury of civilians and hindering civilian movement out of the city. The UN estimates 
that between 30,000 and 50,000 people remain trapped in Raqqa city – although certainty over numbers is 
difficult given the lack of access.  

 Airstrikes targeting extremist groups near Deir-Ez-Zor city have reportedly caused many local residents to 
flee towards rural Al-Hassakeh Governorate, with some families going to IDP sites located in the vicinity of 
Basel Dam. 

 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpPages)/E07FDBBFAF65FD38C125815A0034ABAE?OpenDocument
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-07-10/statement-attributable-spokesman-secretary-general-syria
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170711.doc.htm
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 

 UNHCR has completed a first series of humanitarian convoys by road to Qamishli in north-eastern Al-
Hassakeh Governorate. The convoys took place over the last two weeks along a vital land route from 
Aleppo, opening a new link in getting aid to those displaced from Ar-Raqqa. Prior to these convoys, the road 
had been closed for nearly two years due to military operations, and airlifts were the only method to bring 
supplies into the area. WFP was the first organisation to send a test convoy along the road.  

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 In preparation for the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, the Protection Cluster in the Turkey Hub has 
trained 15 members to conduct focus group discussions in 19 sub-districts in Syria. The information 
collected will be used to complement larger data collection exercises, supporting the sector and broader 
humanitarian community’s analysis of protection trends in Syria.  

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster continued to share updates with member agencies on displacements in northern Syria, 
particularly in Ar-Raqqa and Idleb governorates. The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate since 1 April has reached 196,248 individuals, out of which 165,989 individuals were displaced 
inside Ar-Raqqa governorate itself, while 21,436 individuals were displaced to Aleppo, 4,643 to Idleb, 4,103 
to Deir-ez-Zor and 77 to Hama.   

 In Idleb Governorate, a total of 105,358 displacements have been recorded since 1 April, including 42,081 
displacements from Hama Governorate, 22,409 from within Idleb, 13,994 from Damascus, 9,545 from 
Homs, 5,422 from Rural Damascus, 5,313 from Aleppo, 4,643 from Ar-Raqqa, 634 from Deir-ez-Zor and 17 
from Dar’a. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 Partners are providing shelter and NFI assistance to IDPs fleeing Ar-Raqqa city in multiple locations. In 
Mabrouka camp (north-east of Ar-Raqqa city) which currently hosts approximately 1,700 displaced people, 
infrastructure work is being completed and NFIs are being distributed. In Ein Issa camp (around 45km north 
of Ar-Raqqa city), sheltering approximately 7,300 people, building and infrastructure work including lighting 
and installing communal kitchens is nearing completion. Assistance is also being provided at Aresheh camp, 
(previously referred to as Al-Bahra camp) near Basel Dam, approximately 25km south of Al-Hassakeh city, 
which is now hosting approximately 1,700 people. Distributions of tents and NFIs have also taken place in 
Karama, Tell Abiad and other locations housing significant numbers of IDPs. 

 As part of the Ar-Raqqa response, NFI Cluster partners in the Syria Hub identified the following needs for 
summer clothes for children: 8,000 children in Karama; 900 children in Mabrouka camp; 3,000 children in 
Ein Issa camp; and 1,000 children in Aresheh camp. 

 On 8 July, a UN and Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) inter-agency convoy proceeded to Yalda, Babila 
and Beit Sahem in Rural Damascus with NFIs including 5,000 blankets, 5,000 jerry cans, 5,000 kitchen sets 
and 2,000 children clothing kits. 
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