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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

14 June 2017 

 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 14 JUNE 2017)1 

 913,616 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of 
northern and southern Syria:  

o 875,569 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (369,550), Ar-Raqqa 
(213,246), Hama (147,378), Idleb (98,415), Homs (31,127), Al-Hassakeh (5,443), Deir-Ez-Zor 
(9,069), Lattakia (1,341) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 11,290 new 
displacements recorded in June 2017 alone, with the large majority from Ar-Raqqa Governorate 
(3,491).  

o 38,047 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. This includes 3,200 new displacements recorded in June 2017 alone. 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 Amidst media reports of talks between the United States and Russia for the creation of "de-escalation area" 
in south-western Syria, Syrian government forces and armed opposition groups have reportedly engaged 
in heavy fighting in Dar’a. Humanitarian partners could not conduct distribution activities recently and all 
dispatches to the city were suspended until the situation improves. Although no displacements from the city 
have been recorded, insecurity is also preventing close monitoring of the situation. 

 The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) advanced further into Ar-Raqqa from the east on 12 June, reaching 
the walls of the Old City, according to media reports. Since the offensive began on 6 June, heavy airstrikes 
and fighting have caused large numbers of people to flee the city and surrounding areas.  

 At a press briefing on 13 June, UNHCR called for greater and sustained access to the estimated 430,000 
people in need of humanitarian assistance across Ar-Raqqa and Al-Hassakeh governorates. In May alone, 
over 100,000 people have been displaced by the conflict in the Governorate. Many people have been 
displaced more than once, and tens of thousands are passing through camps or transit sites and quickly 
moving on to other areas or returning to their place of origin. Levels of humanitarian access differ widely for 
security and logistical reasons. 

 The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has expressed alarm that 
no UN convoys have moved to besieged and hard-to-reach locations in Syria in over two weeks. The last 
such convoy was on 22 May. As of 27 April, around 4.53 million persons were living in hard-to-reach areas 
including 624,500 in besieged areas. 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 On-going Protection sector activities in southern Syria include protection monitoring; housing, land and 
property (HLP) and civil documentation information sessions and outreach; upgrade of 63 shelter units in 
three collective centres; and the rehabilitation of a water well as well a community-based project aimed at 
enhancing the social cohesion between IDPs and host communities. 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-raqqa-idUSKBN19329F
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2017/6/593fa6934/unhcr-appeals-better-access-thousands-flee-raqqa.html
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 The Protection Cluster in northern Syria released a Protection Monitoring Report on the evacuations from 
Madaya and Zabadani sub-districts of Rural Damascus prepared by the Protection Monitoring Task Force. 
In both sub-districts, population had been under siege since 2015 and residents experienced severely 
challenging living conditions including limited access to basic services, humanitarian aid and medical care. 
During evacuation, overcrowding and long-waiting periods were major problems while boarding buses. 
Separation from family members was also frequently mentioned while other accounts related to the targeting 
of buses by snipers, physical violence and individuals pulled out of buses. Bombardments and the lack of 
basic services and adequate housing conditions were identified as primary protection risks.  

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 A joint meeting of the CCCM, Shelter and NFI, Protection, and Food Security and Livelihoods Clusters was 
held on 8 June in Gaziantep. The meeting provided an overview of displacements into Idleb Governorate, 
followed by a discussion on the response and coordination challenges faced by agencies on the ground. 
Participants highlighted a number of challenges for humanitarian access and response, including problems 
with transportation, shelter response, assistance at zero point, and stronger coordination with the field. 

 The CCCM Cluster continues to track displacements in northern Syria, particularly in Ar-Raqqa and Idleb 
governorates. The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa Governorate since 1 April has reached 
174,523 individuals, out of which 151,118 were displaced inside the governorate itself. In addition, 16,114 
individuals were displaced to Aleppo Governorate, 3,695 to Deir-ez-Zor Governorate, 3,519 to Idleb 
Governorate and 77 to Hama Governorate. In Idleb Governorate, a total of 100,477 displacements have 
been recorded since 1 April, including 40,449 displacements from Hama Governorate, 21,621 from within 
Idleb, 13,231 from Damascus, 9,539 from Homs, 5,422 from Rural Damascus, 4,829 from Aleppo, 3,519 
from Ar-Raqqa, 550 from Deir-ez-Zor and 17 from Dar’a. 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 The SNFI Cluster members in northern Syria completed the 4W data collection for May 2017. The compiled 
reports from the 27 partners show that 47,279 individuals were reached. Over the last year, almost 1.3 
million individuals were reached by the Shelter/NFI sector in southern and northern Syria. 

 The SNFI Sector members in southern Syria continued their coordinated response to displacements from 
Neimeh (Dar’a Governorate) drawing on a rapid needs assessment undertaken in seven nearby localities 
on 4 and 5 June, that identified 670 displaced households in neighbouring localities.   

 

 


