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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

8 June 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 16 MAY 2017)1 

 931,903 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of northern 
and southern Syria:  

o 897,044 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (387,730), Ar-Raqqa 
(212,470), Hama (146,662), Idleb (101,827), Homs (33,611), Al-Hassakeh (5,294), Deir-Ez-Zor (8,), 
Lattakia (1,041) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 166,707 new displacements recorded 
in May 2017 alone, with the large majority from Ar-Raqqa Governorate (100,799).  

o 34,859 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. This includes around 14,359 new displacements recorded in May 2017 alone. 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) announced on 6 June the start of a major operation to take Ar-Raqqa, 
following months of advances to the north, east and west of the city. With the advance, displacement continues 
to take place toward nearby villages/farms with an estimated 15,000 individuals displaced during the last 10 days. 
Of these, more than half are estimated to have already returned while the rest are waiting for the situation to 
improve. Some 8,700 IDPs arrived in Ain Issa cotton factory camp (Ar-Raqqa Governorate) in the past week 
while an estimated 9,100 left the camp during the same period. The camp currently accommodates an estimated 
5,300 individuals. In Mabrouka camp (Al-Hassakeh Governorate), an estimated 600 individuals arrived during 
the past week and an estimated 500 Individuals departed the camp during the same period. There are an 
estimated 1,700 individuals in the camp. 

 De-mining operations continue in Al-Waer district, Homs Governorate, which was retaken by Government forces 
in late May. The Governor of Homs recently announced that major parts of the district were cleared from explosive 
ordnances. The United Nations is preparing to conduct assessment visits to the district. 

 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 According to the latest Whole of Syria Protection Sector response snapshot, from 1 January to 30 April 2017, the 
Protection sector conducted 1,847,583 interventions in 1,045 communities in 203 out of 272 sub-districts in Syria. 
These interventions included awareness raising, risk education, protection monitoring, individual and group 
psychosocial support, case management, referrals to other services, material/cash assistance and others. Many 
of the interventions are provided at community centres, schools, child friendly spaces, and women and girls safe 
spaces, or via outreach volunteers. 

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster has tracked 759,984 displacements since September 2016 in the seven governorates of 
northern Syria, out of which 307,920 displacements were to Aleppo, 244,393 to Idleb, 179,975 to Ar-
Raqqa, 17,766 to Hama, 7,975 to Deir-ez-Zor and 1,955 to Homs. 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  
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 The CCCM Cluster also continued to share updates with member agencies on displacements in northern Syria, 
and particularly in Ar-Raqqa and Idleb governorates. The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate since 1 April has reached 169,982 individuals, out of which 147,699 individuals were displaced 
inside Ar-Raqqa Governorate itself, while 15,483 individuals were displaced to Aleppo, 3,420 to Deir-ez-
Zor, 3,303 to Idleb and 77 to Hama. In Idleb Governorate, a total of 94,839 displacements have been recorded 
since 1 April, including 40,319 displacements from Hama Governorate, 21,553 from within Idleb, 10,537 from 
Damascus, 5,034 from Rural Damascus, 8,054 from Homs, 4,613 from Aleppo, 3,303 from Ar-Raqqa, 409 from 
Deir-ez-Zor and 17 from Dar’a. 

 The CCCM Cluster has continued to follow up on displacements from Al Wa’er neighbourhood of Homs 
Governorate, Barza neighbourhood of Damascus and from the sub-districts of Madaya and Zabadani (Rural 
Damascus). A total of 22,979 displacements from these locations were tracked between 1 April and 3 June 
towards Idleb Governorate. 

 The CCCM Cluster in northern Syria is continuing to ensure a response for any new arrivals in Idleb 
Governorate. The Cluster mapped vacant spaces in camps and settlements and concluded that existing capacity 
for large number of arrivals is limited. Cluster members are therefore now establishing two additional camps and 
two reception centres. The camps will be located in Al Dana and Maaret Elehwan with an overall capacity of 
3,500 individuals, while the reception centres will be able to host 4,000 IDPs in Idleb and Meznaz (Aleppo 
Governorate). The CCCM Cluster will continue to follow up on the situation and share new information with 
member agencies. 

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 The Turkey Humanitarian Fund has launched the second round of the capacity assessment. The SNFI Cluster 
in northern Syria is currently providing the verification of membership to the Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).   

 As part of the Ar-Raqqa response, the NFI sector in Syria assisted 1,105 IDPs in Mabrouka camp (north-west of 
Al-Hassakeh Governorate) and Rasm Akhdar camp (east of Menbij) last week with core relief items such as 
mattresses, blankets, kitchen sets, jerry cans, and sleeping mats. A recent needs assessment conducted by NFI 
sector members in Karama transit site (south-east of Ar-Raqqa city), Mabrouka camp, Ein Issa camp, and 
Mashtal camp showed that there is an urgent need for summer clothing for children in these sites.  

 SNFI sector members in southern Syria are coordinating their response to displacements from Neimeh (east of 
Dar’a al-Balad), including undertaking rapid needs assessments and providing shelter and NFI support.  

 

 


