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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

24 May 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 16 MAY 2017)1 

 848,711 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of northern 
and southern Syria:  

o 826,724 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (363,290), Ar-Raqqa 
(181,816), Hama (155,598), Idleb (97,822), Homs (15,570), Al-Hassakeh (5,294), Deir-Ez-Zor (7,293), 
Lattakia (41) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 112,823 new displacements recorded in 
May 2017 alone, with the large majority from Ar-Raqqa Governorate (73,600).  

o 21,987 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. This includes around 4,685 new displacements recorded in May 2017 alone. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 22 May, the UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura briefed the Security Council via videoconference on the 
latest diplomatic efforts in Syria. Mr. de Mistura noted that the UN had received reports of a significant drop in 
violence, including in aerial bombardment, in most areas following the agreement to establish de-escalation areas 
reached on 4 May. However, he noted that he had also received reports of ongoing hostilities and bombardment 
between the Government and armed opposition groups in areas including Hama, Homs, and Damascus. 

 An estimated 2,200 people were evacuated from the Al-Waer neighbourhood in Homs city, with around half going 
to Jarablus city in Aleppo Governorate and the other half to Idleb Governorate. According to media reports, this 
was the final planned evacuation from Al-Waer and the area is now formally under the control of the Government 
of Syria. Since an agreement was reached in mid-March, an estimated total of 20,000 people have been 
evacuated from Al-Waer with the majority going to Jarablus (northern rural Aleppo) and some going to Idleb, 
where those in need are receiving humanitarian assistance. The UN was not a party to the negotiations, the 
agreement, or the evacuations, but is ready to respond to people in need with humanitarian assistance, including 
those in Jarablus and Idleb. 

 Following an announcement two weeks ago that the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) had taken over the town 
of Tabqa from extremist groups (located around 50 km west of Ar-Raqqa city), IDPs have started returning to the 
outskirts of the town. While the situation is fluid, the UN estimates that 13,000 to 15,000 IDPs have already 
returned to Tabqa, and more are expected to return within the coming weeks.  

 Meanwhile, as the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) advance in the suburbs of A-Raqqa city, a large number of 
people continue to be displaced to the immediate nearby villages and farms, with some returning to their homes 
after a short period of time. In total, 142,253 people are estimated to have been displaced from areas of Ar-
Raqqa Governorate since 1 April. 

 

OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 On 22 May, an inter-agency humanitarian convoy delivered humanitarian assistance to the hard-to-reach areas 
of Jirud, Nasriyeh and Atna in Rural Damascus. A total of 44,250 people were provided with food and non-food 
items, including nutrition, education, and water, sanitation and hygiene assistance. This was the first inter-agency 
mission to deliver humanitarian assistance to Nasriyeh and Atna. The last inter-agency convoy to Jirud was on 
23 June 2016. 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  
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UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 In northern Syria, three Protection Cluster partners continue emergency response services to the ongoing 
evacuations from Rural Damascus and Homs governorates, providing psychological first aid and psychosocial 
services, distributing dignity kits, conducting rapid protection monitoring and providing information about other 
services. In addition, five Protection Cluster members contributed to May protection monitoring activities, so far 
conducting 110 interviews in 14 communities in three governorates in northern Syria. 

 Protection partners based in Qamishli city (Al-Hassakeh Governorate) continue to ensure a regular protection 
presence in Mabrouka and Al-Hol camps (Al-Hassakeh Governorate), and are working to ensure a more stable 
presence in Ein Issa camp (Ar-Raqqa Governorate) and other sites.  

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The ISIMM (IDP Sites Integrated Monitoring Matrix) for April was finalised. The total number of IDPs residing in 
sites is 358,642, and the CCCM Cluster has coordinated multi-sectoral life-saving assistance for 337,529 IDPs 
residing in 339 sites across northern Syria. In April, 88 per cent of the IDPs living these sites were assisted with 
water activities, 85 per cent with waste removal, 81 per cent with sanitation, 62 per cent with shelter, 60 per cent 
with NFIs and 52 per cent with food. Thirty-five member organisations contributed to the April ISIMM. 

 One Cluster member conducted a multi-sectoral needs assessment on the living conditions in IDP settlements 
in A’zaz sub-district (Aleppo Governorate). A total of 14 settlements, including more than 8,000 tents, were 
covered by the assessment. The partner issued a number of recommendations, including the replacement, repair 
or improvement of a number of tents, the graveling of roads in 10 sites, and the improvement of sewage systems 
and latrines. 

 The Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) has offered 800 family size tents from a warehouse in Idleb for distribution in 
the Governorate. CCCM Cluster member agencies can request these tents to respond to any immediate needs 
in line with the CCCM Cluster’s guidance vis-à-vis the “Do No Harm” principle. 

 The CCCM Cluster continued to share updates with member agencies on displacements in northern Syria, and 
particularly in Ar-Raqqa and Idleb governorates. The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa Governorate 
since 1 April is 142,253 individuals, out of which 124,433 individuals were displaced inside Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate itself, while 11,843 individuals were displaced to Aleppo, 3,047 to Deir-Ez-Zor, 2,853 to Idleb and 
77 to Hama. In Idleb Governorate, a total of 75,823 displacements have been recorded since 1 April, including 
37,492 displacements from northern Hama Governorate, 21,229 from within Idleb, 4,823 from Rural Damascus, 
4,319 from Homs, 3,222 from Aleppo, 2,853 from Ar-Raqqa, 139 from Deir-ez-Zor and 17 from Dar’a 
governorates. 

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 In response to the latest rounds of evacuations from Al-Waer and Damascus, the SNFI Cluster in northern Syria 
is communicating with Cluster members with an active presence in Idleb Governorate to coordinate the SNFI 
response. The Information Management team is producing regular products to support the coordination effort. 

 A member of the NFI Cluster in Syria conducted an assessment mission to Izra’a and As-Sanamayn (Dar’a 
Governorate) and found that there is an urgent need for diapers and hygiene kits. IDPs living in the shelters 
visited also need winter items, carpets, winter jackets and sleeping bags. IDP women in the shelters also asked 
for childrens’ clothes. Partners are coordinating to address these needs. 
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