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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

26 April 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 17 APRIL 2017)1 

 715,265 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster in the last 12 months from affected areas of northern 
and southern Syria:  

o 699,873 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (398,619), Hama 
(128,206), Idleb (90,806), Ar-Raqqa (61,572), Homs (10,155), Al-Hassakeh (5,294), Deir-Ez-Zor (5,180), 
Lattakia (41) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 68,375 new displacements recorded in 
April 2017 alone, with the majority from Hama Governorate (27,148) and Ar-Raqqa Governorate (19,084).  

o 15,392 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 Media sources and activists report that the first phase of the evacuation of civilians and armed opposition fighters 
from the Four Towns – Foah and Kefraya (Idleb Governorate) and Madaya and Zabadani (Rural Damascus) – 
was completed on 21 April. The town of Zabadani is now reportedly completely empty of people. The UN was 
not a party to the evacuation deal, which was reportedly negotiated by Iran and Qatar.  

 The UN noted that people evacuated from Foah and Kefraya to the Mahalej shelter in Jibreen (in Aleppo city) 
were provided with food, water, emergency items and health services, supplied by the UN and partners through 
the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC). Most of the evacuees have now moved on to other destinations. 
Meanwhile, people evacuated from Madaya and Zabadani to opposition-held Idleb Governorate are being 
assisted by cross-border partners from Turkey through two reception centres.  

 According to local media reports, a sixth round of evacuations from the Al-Waer neighbourhood of Homs city 
took place on 24 April, as part of a deal negotiated between local representatives of Al-Waer and the Syrian 
Government. The evacuees were transported to Jarablus (Aleppo Governorate) by bus.  

 The UN expressed deep concern for the safety and protection of over 400,000 people in Ar-Raqqa 
Governorate. An estimated 39,000 IDPs have fled to the Jib Al-Shaair makeshift IDP camp (located to the 
north-west of Ar-Raqqa city), where the large majority of IDPs are staying in the open air without appropriate 
shelter. Kurdish authorities are reportedly turning Jib Al-Shaari camp into a transit site for security 
screenings, and IDPs are being relocated to a site in Shahid Azeez, south of Ein Issa town.  

 According to media reports, Syrian government forces made further advances against armed opposition groups 
near Hama city, building on recent strategic gains in the area.  

 

OPERATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 UN agencies have been providing assistance in Jib Al-Shaair and other affected areas near Ar-Raqqa through 
NGO partners. UN teams based in Qamishli (Al-Hassakeh Governorate) have prepositioned supplies to respond 
to newly displaced people with plans to urgently scale up the response in the coming days.  

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-evacuations-idUSKBN17N0LS
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170420.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170424.doc.htm
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 On 20 April, an inter-agency convoy delivered multi-sectorial assistance for 33,500 people in need in the hard-
to-reach town of Al Dar Al Kabira in rural Homs Governorate. The last inter-agency convoy to this area had been 
in October 2016. 

 As of mid-April, the UN and partners reached around 564,000 people through cross-line operations in besieged 
and hard-to-reach areas. Compared to last year, fewer people were reached in besieged areas (nearly 160,000 
people reached in 2017) but more were provided with humanitarian aid in hard-to-reach areas. 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Monitoring Task Force completed a Rapid Protection Monitoring Report on the evacuation from 
the Al-Waer neighbourhood of Homs city in April 2017. Key findings include the following: 

o Prior to the evacuation, residents of Al-Waer were unable to leave the besieged neighbourhood, with the 
exception of Government employees. Airstrikes threatened physical security, while access to health 
services, education, basic needs, and water and electricity were also restricted. Food was in short supply 
at inflated prices. Evacuees reported loss and confiscation of documentation during the besiegement. 

o Interviewees said that reasons for staying in Al-Waer included the need to protect property, as well as 
concerns about adjusting to life in IDP sites. Reasons for leaving, particularly for men aged 18-45 years 
old, included avoiding being drafted into the Syrian army. Challenges and threats reported during the 
evacuation included overcrowding, long waiting periods, and physical abuse.   

o Following the evacuation, interviewees noted that the top concerns include basic needs, employment 
(particularly among men and boys), education for children, safety, adjustment to displacement, and need 
for psychosocial support. Around 45 per cent of those interviewed did not intend to travel onwards after 
the evacuation, while 43 per cent said they did. Intended destinations included Turkey (25 per cent), 
Jarablus (Aleppo Governorate), or villages where they had friends or relatives. 

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster continues to track displacements in northern Syria, and particularly in Ar-Raqqa Governorate. 
The total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa Governorate since 1 March reached 37,599 individuals, out 
of which 31,488 individuals were displaced inside Ar-Raqqa Governorate itself, while 2,700 individuals were 
displaced to Aleppo, 2,583 to Deir-ez-Zor, 751 to Idleb and 77 to Hama governorates. 

 CCCM Cluster members met to consider developments in IDP displacements in northern Syria, particularly 
focusing on the evacuations from Homs city and Rural Damascus governorates and the response in Ar-Raqqa. 
Members were updated on the Humanitarian Pooled Fund (HPF) and contingency stocks in Idleb and Aleppo 
governorates.  

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 Local authorities estimate that around 4,500 to 5,000 evacuees from Foah and Kefraya (Idleb Governorate) will 
reach two identified shelters in Homs Governorate. NFI Cluster members in Syria are planning on distributing up 
to 34,000 NFIs including mattresses, kitchen sets, blankets, sleeping mats, solar lamps, jerry cans, sanitary 
napkins and clothes. 

 The SNFI Cluster in the Turkey Hub continues to follow up on the NFI response to the evacuees from Madaya 
and Zabadani (Rural Damascus). Meanwhile, the HPF Stock Review Board released 500 NFI kits to one partner 
to be distributed in Jarablus (Aleppo Governorate). The HPF stock was replenished and now currently includes 
a total of 3,491 NFI kits and 1,745 tents. 
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