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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

20 April 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) and Shelter/Non 
Food Items (SNFI).  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 11 APRIL 2017)1 

 787,640 displacements recorded by the CCCM Cluster since 1 February 2016 from affected areas of northern 
and southern Syria:  

o 772,248 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (484,279), Hama 
(123,657), Idleb (82,761), Ar-Raqqa (58,863), Homs (11,158), Al-Hassakeh (5,294), Deir-Ez-Zor (4,922), 
Lattakia (1,314) governorates, northern Syria. This includes around 46,900 new displacements recorded 
in April 2017 alone, with the majority from Hama Governorate (22,600) and Ar-Raqqa Governorate 
(16,300).  

o 15,392 displacements from affected areas of Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dar’a, south-
western Syria. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 15 April, a vehicle filled with explosives is reported to have hit a convoy carrying around 5,000 evacuees from 
the towns of Foah and Kefraya (Idleb Governorate) to Government-held areas. Media sources say that 126 
people including at least 68 children were killed in the attack when the convoy reached Rasheedin, near Aleppo 
city, at a checkpoint where the handover of evacuees was due to take place. Evacuations were being carried out 
under a deal brokered by Iran and Qatar for the evacuation of residents from the besieged Four Towns – Foah 
and Kefraya, and Madaya and Zabadani (Rural Damascus). The United Nations was not involved in the 
agreement or evacuation process.  

 The UN Secretary-General and senior UN officials strongly condemned the attack. In a statement on 16 April, 
the UN said that humanitarian organizations, including the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) and UN partners, 
are providing assistance to the injured, and that the UN was ready to scale up support to evacuees.  

 Partners reported that on 17 April a fifth group of around 1,800 armed opposition fighters and their families were 
evacuated from the Al-Waer neighbourhood in Homs city to Jarablus (Aleppo Governorate).  

 As displacement from Ar-Raqqa Governorate increases, the UN reports that access and security constraints 
continue to be the main challenge to a sustained presence and partners’ ability to respond. 

 According to media reports, on 16 April the Syrian army regained the strategic town of Soran near Hama city in 
an assault backed by airstrikes. The advance by Syrian Government forces reportedly rolls back most of the 
territorial gains made by armed opposition groups, after a major offensive last month in northern Hama 
Governorate. 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 Five partners from the Turkey Hub Protection Cluster are responding to the evacuations from Madaya and 
Zabadani (part of the Four Towns) with services including psychological first aid and psychosocial support, family 
tracing and reunification for unaccompanied children, distribution of recreational kits for children, mine risk 
education, child-friendly spaces, gender-based violence (GBV) case management, distribution of dignity kits and 
referrals and information sharing for other services. Partners are also conducting protection monitoring. These 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned in other sections of this report may not be reflected in the “Key Displacement Statistics” as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-66
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-menbij-and-ar-raqqa-situation-report-no-3-8-april-2017
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-hama-idUSKBN17I0P9


    2 
 

services are being provided in the following sub-districts: Idleb city, Maaret Tamsrin, Dana, Atareb, Al Bab, 
Maaret An-Nu’man, Kafr Nobol, and Afrin. Protection partners also continue to respond to the evacuations from 
Al-Waer in Homs city.  

 The Protection Sector in Syria has finalized its contribution to an inter-sector plan for Aleppo, which focuses on 
the expansion of activities to Eastern Aleppo city. Based on an analysis of the priority needs emerging from field 
consultations with internally displaced and IDP returning population, the Sector included a response to the most 
pressing protection needs. The Sector plans interventions (a) to establish new facilities to provide comprehensive 
protection services (including Community Centres, Child Friendly Spaces, Women and Girls Safe Spaces); (b) 
to expand mobile services for better outreach (through outreach volunteers and mobile services); (c) to expand 
information dissemination on available services providers as well as to raise awareness on numerous protection-
related topics, notably risk education, legal awareness, GBV and child protection; (d) to support local-level 
community-based organizations and initiatives on the situation of persons with specific needs; (e) to promote 
capacity-building initiatives and technical support to protection service providers including local institutions.  

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster for northern Syria continues tracking displacement from Ar-Raqqa and sharing updates with 
member agencies. Since 1 March, the total number of displacements from Ar-Raqqa Governorate has 
reached 34,890 individuals, out of which 29,761 individuals were displaced inside Ar-Raqqa Governorate itself, 
2,389 individuals to Aleppo Governorate, 2,153 to Deir-Ez-Zor Governorate and 587 to Idleb Governorate.  

 The CCCM Cluster continues to follow up on evacuations from Al-Waer neighbourhood in Homs city to Jarablus 
(Aleppo Governorate) and to inform all member agencies.  

 The Whole of Syria CCCM Sector issued the first detailed report on Ar-Raqqa-related IDP camp/settlement sites, 
including population in the respective sites, site capacity and major gaps.  

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 The Turkey Hub SNFI Cluster is planning for a response to the evacuations from the Four Towns for up to 16,500 
IDPs for a period of two months. All the evacuees that arrived to Idleb Governorate so far were supported with 
NFI arrival kits and were moved to the planned shelters rented by a number of organizations. 

 The Shelter Sector in Syria met with local officials from Homs Governorate, partners and NGOs on 13 April. A 
committee has been set up for the coordination of the response and rehabilitation of damaged houses in Homs. 
In Aleppo city, the Shelter Sector has allocated prioritised neighbourhoods different agencies for the technical 
assessment of houses.  

 Shelter partners continue efforts in the Ain Issa (Ar-Raqqa Governorate) and Mabrouka (Al-Hassakeh 
Governorate) IDP sites to install and expand shelters. In the Mabrouka IDP site, two large tents are being 
provided for IDPs staying overnight, until they are allocated individual tents. In host communities, new arrivals 
received emergency shelter kits which include basic tools to seal off and expand shelter for lifesaving protection. 
Newly arrived IDPs in the sites and host communities are being prioritised to receive NFIs, such as blankets and 
stoves.  


